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ANNALS  OF  THE   COINAGE 

OF  BRITAIN. 


MARY, 


O 


N  her  accession  to  the  throne,  in  1553,  finind  tlie 
Coinage  •  nearly  reduced  to  a  perfect  standard^  by 
the  wise  determinations  and  unwearied  exertions  of 
the  late  K4ng.  - 

The  popularity  which  these  exertions  had  obtained 
for  him  she  appears  to  have  been  willing  to  share, 
without  foregoing,  at  the  same  time,  the  advantages 
arising  from  the  debasing  of  the  Coins.     Accord- 
ingly, soon  after  her  entry  into  London,  on  the  3d 
of  August,    she  issued  a  Proclamation,   from  the 
words  of  which  it  might  be  concluded  that  she  was 
resolved  to  bring  the  Silver  to  the  old  sterling, 
whilst,  in  fact,  as  will  appear  from  an  Indenture  of 
^   this  year,  it  was  her  determination  to  debase  it 
H       This  Proclamation  is  curious,  on  ^account  of  its 
^  disagreement  with  the  Indenture;  1  shall  therefore 
^  give  its  pream^ble  somewhat  at  length.    It  begins 
^  with  stating,    that  the  Queen,  of.  her  great  and 
HI   abundant  clemency,  calling  to  her  gracious  remem- 
brance what  great  and  intolerable  charges  have  come 
and  chanced  most  especially  unto  her  Highness,  and 
also  to  hdr  loving  subjects,   as  well  by  reason  of 
these  ba^  Moines  of  late  made  within  her  realm, 
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as  adsD  by/grickti^uirtti(3C6.d»f  the  liker false  Monies 
made  rand  vtodiitctf^kc  hu  idtber  Te&lmi,  and  issued 
witbtn  tbts  ter.£b*sieeiVreiiiiD«'  « Foelhe  tender  zeal 
her  Grace 'beariath  to  herdovirig  subjects,*  in  m>  i¥ise 
can  longer,  suflferidijeif^me'riitcobvenieticy^  fmi  is 
fully  resolved  and  dettrmkted^vn^^yii^  tXHsvenient 
speed,  io^^canse^lfo^b^  made^iandiJadi/.forthf  certain 
Coins;'  as  weil  of  tjiohi  vxi&As^^  hf^the  fferfieetjint-' 
ne&s'y  aoeokxling  Xo  thev-rate^^  l^raqfj^er^^siiing'. 
Which  sbal^redouBd' iaificb  to^bec  Migbnes^  ho* 
nour,  and  to  the  gi^st  wealthy  dodoBodhyvHnSdf^kx)^!: 
of  hen  louring  «tib|eKB(Ksiii  :■  \'\  >  ^'1;  <•;  lot  ;i.-'n  ,:,<#:c>::  \ 
^  Wiieircfore  her  Magft^iy  bi4ih  cnd^iedrvWiiq^^^ 
bliebed; td  be^made* witfiin>faKfcr  (Mihts^^ifhes^jsero^ 
Coins,  ai  well  o£  Silvbr  iKvFi^)£JNt6s  Hs(]iVY:iHfestidiDf; 
ms^  sd*£ki.it4G,  asi^lotaffiGdU^ias  iiierelMflev<t(niiifitIii^ 
that  is  to  say,  the  whole  Sovereign,  MiblcbtBhallibie 
euF«a»t>  within!  tdli  her^  teadfloj^  ^aUdudcsnibWDs/for 
thirty i6hillii%s^>bf  the!  kwrnl  <Moaey  •of  ^Ertglatid^ 
The  Half-Sovereign,  to  be  called  the  Royal  of  Gold, 
and  ciirr^pt  at  fffte^^hilttbgs:  '  the  An^l,  ti  fee 

Alb(tfafifarofofiae.Gold6i.)Qfi.8ili^r^  ^  Groatfttof^, 
current  for  four  PerfceV'rtheT-balf-Groat  for  .t^w) 
P^fliSyl^jfftA  m^k^it^  oii^.  Aftwfetch  €tfm^  ill 
persons,  witnm  her  dominions,  [toe  realm  or  Ire- 
lw4'P!d»t«?qfipt^d,  .fer  a^  n^wh  a*  be? Jt|.«l3i3#§?,s 
GfldiH^hati^  yatfceia  ^p6ak^^staxMija^,)Jal^^}ftmn)M 
to4<^lfefvi^9at'^tbe  t^ftte^  'aforesaid^  u^n^  painv^of^^ib^ 
Hi^n^A^^^^tifefol^a^r^;  and  to  be  fartheir^ptifii^ed 
as.,^l^f,  sg^p,  to  Tfcfy^ijTivje^  m^^     cgnyenifent:  , 

yiibsMficM  &9ivert  rate^  to  bfe»  cuFfttatMa^  Ttfaej^areiil^ 
tfafs  *<&jr^  l&nltl'iferth^  lareideelar^  in  the  ProclMiMt^ 
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Uon  lust  made^  in  the  time  ofiKing  Ecbvard  VI.  in 
that  behalf,  until  suefa  time  as  hey  HiglinesB,  with 
the  adkiee  of  her  Councii^  shall  take  further  order 
toucbiiig  die  same.  Given  at  our  Manor  of  Rich^ 
mond,  on  the  SOth'  da^y  of  August^  in  the  first  year 
of  our  most  prospetaus  reigns 

This  PtockriMLtion  is  directly  contradicted  by  the 
provistons  in  the  Indemture  respecting  the  Silver, 
which  W4JL6  appointed  t)»  be  no  more  than  elevea 
ounces  'fine ;  that  is,  one  pennyweight  worse  than 
by  the  Indenture  of 'Ibe  Qtb  of  £dward  VI*  instead 
of  being:  restored  to  the  old  standard  of  eleven  ouncea 
i  two  ^^iMywieigiita  fiiie.^    One  pound  of  tfaifi  SiWer 

was  tOebe^QOfn^'irMib  tkreei  pounds  by  tale ;  and  a 
pOiJtlMt^ of'^Gald  •  of  the  old  standaid  into  thirty-six 
paUudar  by  tJnleyM^in  the Uast  Indenture  of  the  6th 
of'Edwanl;V-Iv**.-';ii-   .-.•     . 

<^Aeoovd]Dgu^o.  tlae  special  standard  for  the  Cotna  o£ 
Irslaiidi  ivbkh  ffi  abentioaed  in  the  ProcIamatioD 

!  >  Her  Majesty  h^fl  now  reigned  po  morp  than  forty-five  days, 

reckonifig  from  the  cleath  df  King  Edward)  and  not  more  thaii 
a  in6ibt)f^  f^ckii4he  overthroW'  6f  that  party  which  espouded  the 
inlbf^s '6r  the  unlbrtunaftb'Jaiie  Grey.  Too  shott  a  fttwd  %o 
jiwrtfy the ujraf.i^  fUwgm .epithet.  .  , 

: S  Aftwnflea,  ^  p|K  .2}4  ;^nd  49. .  Leake  and,  Fol|ccs  ^te  this  Pro* 
cl^matY^n  upon  the  4th  of  September,  but  erroneously.  I  be- 
lieve that  thev  copied  Stow.  According  to  Leake  this  Indenture 
bbf^^4' s^ihL  c&t^as  the]^cla\iiation,  i.  e.  the^Oth  of  AugtMt> 
J^mi^'-  tiiade  IMith  Tkb&Ms^  Egerton,  Thomas  Stanley,  and 
o4rir^  ,w]^.i?f>M9n»nted  tp^mak^'  of  ^Gold  of  the  old  sti^odardi 
%8r^ffB?j  t^rfflttl&ur  to  t^h^  Ppui^c)^  at.  thirty  Shillings  ea^cl^  j 
Rialls  forty-eighty  at  fifteen  Shillings :  Angels  seventy-two,  at 
ten  Shillings'}  'and  Angelets  at  five  Shillings:' and  of  Silver^ 
cteUrf'6ifei^  feni/ Groats  a'Kundrfed  Knd  eighty  to  the  Pound; 
aai£>0Kl|wfiniiPeain«9i ,  [Historical  Account  of  English  Mo*  * 
iMQliit>[S^*£i^i¥)&i^wi^>.pp^  ^4' 4P.  and  Okl  Mint  Books.] 
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to  l)e  fteecfoferjtl^tj  ki^g^is^  )l>«t  of  as  toara^  and 
base  a  metal  as  any  made  use  of  in  the  two  last 

J^^igW- 1  ( jFwt)^  ,^'  the$fr  ,§}?iiilHHf 8c  f^ypppse,  went 
to  t\\^  ppjui»d>t^yi)^ia]pd)jV^igbe^j^QlV9^e  hundi^ 
and.(^rtsr-!^ur  grai/oa,  ^|ie  <^i<c^tS(  fprtyTeight  grains, 
attlj^  f*<^  iof  one  h«ndra5Ji;ai)d  t^q«;fciy;fPstlfte  pound, 
*l|d jth^Tw>pefinjJ  Fif»e8  ^ti^Qffty^onr-grdios,  at  the 
ra^ipi^ta^o  hi»ndi«d>,aii<|Jof^^  ^h^.jpqupd'': 

Statute  of  the  25th  of  Eldvi^^d  jy^I.-^.^  ^^^thif^^iit 

i^mM*^  iir»ongitn>thi^f ,  lth^M^ef^jf:^i  chgp.  6, 

whifchri*^<sie  11^  t^a)8^n,M  §\\9i^W^^^m'Sie^}4;pv/^, 

peig«r,;:th0t/it.trR^  ft^ctng^eMaiyiagWO:  t*  4(jQl^re 
them  to  be  treasonfi-^  M  ,0*  ?, -c  ^jtiiiliifi  *! ,:  r  ^ 
-  Jfe^lajiSttflitten  wlwh  rivan ; enacted  On' .the!  s0*nd 
«te$flio(4rofvtKe:MnWB  lklftarnfr<t,iit  jvafl^fDadt  tr-$#on 
to  falsely  forge  or  counterfeit)  Al^  C^M{*jf  jGpW.OJr 
Silver  fth\eli'kii£J^itj^m^f^perGoini^li^^ 
but  which  wer^eor  should  he/om?rent;Wii,thii3llhftMtiie 
byfiihe.qqoSent  of.ith^.Queen^  Ker^^beirs  ai>cl  «t(cifees- 
fior^iciT^er  r^asiQrtibr^  tbU  Iw^s;  toiigftadi  inl  tbe.fiw^ 
ah|l<t,»  HJlwjrek wtftift^tQd  ! tbst^  fora^PB*^ 
the  laws  of  the  realm,  small,  and  no  djue  Aijid'epn*- 


i  I 


*-       .  f/'  I  r:-"^'  >■• 


•*i   v.ii-  xi^.       i:::-- 


*=  Simon,  p.  35.  Contrary  to  his  usual  practice,  this  ▼cry 
respectable  author  has  glyeq^mo  authority  if Qif  AlW  2|b0i«?f«?0i*or- 
tions.  He  could  not,  surely,x:iat£qd  tbal  tbejltshaa]dldr€i8tJUfK>Q 
his  supposition  ooly.      •  1       ■-u.    i,  J  yiii  ni  ,81/1    ' 

Kl.(SteitcKe  1  Maiy,  session  1,  chap.  1.  >     '^xii^  i/>   •! 

e  By  Statute  5  Eliz.  chap.  11.  '  •  "»  >   ^ 
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<l%n  pa&isb)fl«At  -wtti  aC  tbMHiifig  ■pidvi!^^  ftir  the 

raged  fttid  -boldeh^  4«ity  fo^'ji^ietiite  ftiid  com- 
mit it «.       •  "•'''•  •••■      ■■■••• 

1553^4/ .'B^  a  Ph)chiliiiattdti  dMed  on  khe 4tfa  of 
March  }n'ft«i'^fst'jre^,  tbe  'Wendi-OroWot  of  the 
Sun,  4[>6iHg'6f  Jnke  HHhAwS,  (it^eAmii  afnd  weight, 
Mreire  ck>fBfm«h(dM  (6-  bb-'c^rrent  at  thevata^  of  six 
Shiffingiaitd'Co^  Pence;  to  ^hich  they  wei<e  r^ 
dkeled'l3f)k  Pl-dclamatidh  in  the  IdteKlng'ft  reign  e, 
i>h  ptiitibf  iitipi<«CMaia)4nt,'feiitd  fibrther' {junishment  at 
iSHf  Hf||hi9£s»'¥'^1Ssd^i<ie  K<  Atid;  bn  the  8di  "d*  the 
^6JQ«%i^dMthi  ih^ftllcMvttig  doiift  yt&te  ordered  tiiF  ht 
*iAeM''ttt*6ese^n(t)^! ««(;■•»   i--'.- 

■^  'fMife<F/eliiik'dr(^n''Uf  the  Suii  «t  «ix  Shillings 
:4«<d<fMr '^iiQe'^^tin^tie  Mon^  d  die  }rettm. ' 
;:<[tFh«i€i«)^n(bf  tyhe  Emfteror'sCoin  at  the  same.' 

'('t^hb  i)otibll|IXi6at'«f'>Spa'in' with't^oi!fao(s  tt 

thirteen  Shillings  and  four  Pence.     -    <     -  >  >  i«  n; 

l%e  Singles  Ditto  at  sirShilling*  ttui  tttghtiBa4ce. 

>$IM  l!kMfbfe/Roya)i^f<  Phttc  Stlveiv  i  of  ^SpinisK 

CJet^-vlt^iMe^  ]^ttde/<''  ■I'll-..-..        .,;.7,.,1  v'„vli;l  •-.. 

rntE1ffs>itoyikV  Of  Plflt«|atf  ^tKttenee  ttslffienhy  .li  >  i  >  < 
'^^iffkiaitMtiwpfbpumoa.i  'I   >-    ••■.':.•••  f!ji-l//  n"' 
-89A4l4bc0e  4}eft%io<l  jvMt'  s«4ddaitl,)<w««ghc^  >andlfi(tel- 
iie^,^  btf  jitfid  4H«ft  i«2invttcl  tsoi  'itbtsv«,^i>i»i^halcy  of 
iiih{msoh:m«Kt/  ahd  ftfhhb  fitoiilittiitit  «N'h!er,ili^ 
nen'^fiieaturer;  i  -'>>  .H. m-.  .luii.n  LiiJ:  iu  sv/bi  oiii 

1554>      Another  Proclamation,    of  the  4th  of 

-"<I<8«|tiM»-t>airyi'tgMitoiiJ«^  otatpd«#-:<vi  -k  .-.'.it.  -)|.!<:i  <>- 
»i<>fuOtfthi»(a»t*otflMciaft<»pl»t9.>lnu.  .kv  .Su  „.)>[!     .;..>  .- 

^  MS.  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  An1j(f«nite«j''n';q'.,-  -.. 

'  In  the  same  collect iob  a|i:tHe4ir«otidtaiC'<'''<l't[4-as  notipfirittil 
until  llie  4th  of  May.  '.  •    'j' .fo  .  .r.'  i""  jiii)..'^  ^il   » 
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May,  appointed^  A^  f&tei  vCt-whi^  the  foHaiving 
Coins  of  Portugal  shoald'be  cutrenty  they  being  of 
jmt  weight  an'd'^eness^,'  according  to  the  standard 

The  Single  Crusade,  vrith'the  long  crotss,  at  six 
Shillings mnd^^t  Pence. 

The'^stolettiM  six  Shillingts  and  two  Pence. 

The  Single  Crusade,  with  the  short  cposs,  at  six 
Shititngs  and  eight  F^nce/    « 

To^  be  received  »oii  tfaie\satite  penalty  a»  nboiie  *^. 

On  tfce  ^5th  of  July  the  Queen's  nawrriage' with 
Phrlip  ioP  Sjiain  took  place.  He  brou^t  With  hitn 
a  vast  mkssr  tff  weaith  ;  sevens  and  tweiity>ciie8!l8  of 
Bullion,  every  ehest  being' a  ^rd  and  'ik>me  inches 
long,  ♦  which  1  were  drawn-  in  ^  twenty  Hsarts  ta  the 
Tower;  aftfer  whtdb  cabne  nindtymme  horsesv  aend 
tworcartfi^  loaded  with  ctrined  GoM  -atid  Silver^;  ^ 
,  immediately  Hifter  hia  marmge  he  ^hs  ^eompli- 
mented  with  the /title  lof  King,>a»d  his  name  was 
joined  with  ^  the  Queeh^  upon  the  CoinB ;  sotne  of 
which  have  befi  bead  only,  and  were  prebaUy 
struck  before  a'  new  diet leotfld  be  ^epaiwl;  ^whilst 
others^  which  ar^  iaip^nted  with  the  date  0$ ithis 
y6ar  lp54,  have  the  ponnaks  ofb^oth  the  King»aad 


<  '"it       i*.f  /:.  -.^i.'j:.  '^r  ,;     ■  •-    /• ' 


^  MS.  in  the  same  collection.  It  is  without  date,  but  a 
printed  copy  of  it  is  dated  by  the  printer  on  May  4th,  155 C 

J  Bumefd  fWaiiffy  oT'the  Refbrnf^atlori;  vol.  II.  p.  56^.  finr- 
net  conjectures  that  f his  great  ^Wealth  wa&  to  l>e  diitribiitfcd, 
accoy-ding:  to  the  promises  mad^  by  Philif^s^AmfoaBsador^  amongst 
the  English  who  had  prdihbtedt  his'  marriage.  The  antfior  of 
the  Church  ILstory  of -^Englkiid  tejrs,  ^' CoUi^  repoitai  flrom 
Stow,  that  the  King  import^  a  vastjness  of  trembftTBiimtwevity 
carts,  each  of  ihem  laden  ^ith  itBenty''^&sm  thiHit  k>f^lker  "Bui- 
lion,  each  chest  being  a  yard  and  four  inck69'Mig/*i^\M,'}.\). 
459.  J '  ••'•  '      ' 


I^Mfgueen^  tidier <vis  »  virmiq  the  (^Teiae^  Or  sin^fy 
0n,^SereDfafii^»0f'jl!fae>t>i9W4 ''  t     •.:  .  j  t^       •  ' 

ture^  by  which  both  the  Gold  and  SiiyeD  i^a^e  to  be 

coined  of >the)old  8tifliiGUiYi^o>»>      :  )(       *<  <^       i 

If  by  this  statement  be-meilfit  a  ^ncffal  ^CqiMge 
of  all  dtife  <piiece9^.;dij9niiMiti7'0«ight  itQ.'hiiy^f  )>een 
coflipliiBMQteclM  the  roatorer  ;.^Citlie  ,piiriiy  pf|  the 
Coins,  rather  than  her  ^^tifrt*  •Elisabeth' t' but 'it 
shoold  trotm  /thftt^tpuljtsooik  partkular^CoiM  kirere 
of<thi;ifin0MSf,iWoh fetstbe/Sli&lltng)  SixpMoei *and 
iGiiofllti<^/  ^Sj4iwai|rir&baUyj>y^.irtuQ.Qf  ihi^  Inden- 
•t(fte>AattAb«9e>>pieQf87«viere'itmifik  (whi^;aTe  its- 
pi*e6sediiiiilhtthe  beads  of  bptb  .tb«  King  «nd  i^een, 
^d  it  QB^veaisoifiiUy  be  coo|fittcoed/thali)tbe  BiiUion 
tjsen^jned  wasiihilt.wbi^tPrhiKp  broipgfcit  9¥»^wkh 
hini%>/Nib  bidkiDitoiiieifQn(tfaeiGbinbg6ofi 
hfateseribcen  diaeoir^nedi  ^M  iiDy.CQil>iiiitoimi<itoder 
xifhicbuthair  cmM  hn}»  kiee&'jstrucik  itiaoci^itjiare- 
fnaarkfible  *k«t:^StQWy  1ii9iigK'!iilh6rmseiiKV;etiMt  in 
faMiaecpaat^^  tfa^iCQiifis.of  thiiiitiiMd  talg^incrtertbe- 
M»4io  fl«Ml»q&  c^  Uietoe^  which  h^«musl  :ht^v<^  i;gfn^fn* 
htvtd  thd  fimt  iCoinagefof^iiind.  whjoUiwm^iblkve 
'  btfsn  «dry.  pldniif iil  vfkmk .  be^MwMe,'  »a$  90  ^maDy  A>f 
them  are  still  remaining  at  this  day. 

if^  StodSUfisMlowne  M^JNf,745]  .^Th|»(  N$.|4f^j^rgiv(i  any 
4ndteit«fp^tbr  iPfvign.ofMsi^i^/^r  ofr^h^l^  ^s^if^^i^^.biil  at 
the«ttcliof>/Ui«te^V^I«<^fli^tqrQ  of,j]g4i»'art,VI^.ia  hiA'^th  year,  it 
fats  tUs  a«ltl^ :  '^Tjh«%Ianey^^lilff)fGpl|^i^i94)d  Silver  continewed 
iSt'itbisiiMfl^ialkUloJime  of>JCi||gsiPbi|Uf^  ^  Queens  Maiy,  in 
)v)iicbitiin««4iiie!i9e  ii^^^ikM)  ^^ng^^  Jb^  Ang^Us^  ^nd  qviarter 
AtogiUi^dtiwgytiet^^M  tfii»f,grafiw  and  half  of  fine 

Qo)4/tad  ^ikswifil)  tAng«lla,«Qf  )twentie<rthree  carretu  of  iine 
Gold,  and  Tweliiepences,  Sixpences,  and  Groats  of  xi  oz.  Ij.  dwt. 
of  fine  Silver.  o  Folkes,  p.  4/. 


8:  ANNALg/«t4«t(;  WliMlGE. 

%^1i«i!il4^b«^i^«rittt»i»n^  tffulg  into  the  realoi/ 

4i^  Coin  of  foreigA  |^c«ikI]A,Ja4iiidp  weiejoot  tfafe  pro- 
|«¥€ohiaif  ^fl«6HrMif^^otettrf  i^^  MibmmeMift  the 
Hitfig^iitld  t|cve#n  fvtt«^igXIoiw#torl>eiijunfent>iiiLpa]r'* 

fm^t^^  Ai»fi^«Mii)teiifeit,  AMd  jbcfiii^bw  itkli.inr- 
'''i  A«)(t>idfiMrHliMlaMTc)tn^ 

k^nftet^t^^^  (^^girt^i^Ce(9i)i>cim)int>v«ridi^ 
PAilKiH^a4M>U^yitd^ndrifti^4»e^kidiiM     ararfti^aed, 

^it^tii^ed  #1«tfte>ifhe'*<tfettliA;i^^^  'time  >beft>re 
the  fii%t  5^<^*(f  tliet|<**go  b04h^        KAifgt;  .^    - ; 

:  Accprdins:  to  Leak^,  who  seems  to  quote  the  old 
^ifltjBgok^^^i^is^ulhor^ty^  A^^^    was^a  Comrois- 

imtiki^mt^^^mi^^Mh  of  Qei^mbQr^  fql  Ipwing  her 

'tiittfn^g^;  le^¥iMHTias^dSge»toti^i0^6niaa  Stoftkyi^  and 

^'riite'ti^'^rtiakgShftlitig/;  'Hall  dhd  ^natter  8hU- 

e 
ad 

:  Wfi:Tw#mf?(rq^<?^^e{J^r^,^U^fJ.  aa^^  the  Sta- 

tutejflf  tJ^  W.  9i( J4aiy,j  ^^5.jo|i  f ,  chap.  6.  when  the  crime  of 

a  ttt^iAtiij J.,f i?i}. ^  RhUip  j^nd  Mary,  chap.  11^.  This. Statute 
is  «upp9S(^by,,tiie  etJiAQr  x%f  lije.^t^tu^^  V  l«frgy  [Httwiiington] 
1(1  refer  IQ  th<^  Statute  of  York,  9  E.  JII  ^tat.  2.  chap.  S2. 


likmri8e-%utb<mtyto;4iBakei(^  IprnfiiMciPMi  to  he 
bnn^t  ki  bjF!jtha<Piiiiiie^<^49d  fnaAner  of)  Monies^ 
of /the  itatidasdirfll  thpreci  roimoM  •(me  an^nin^  ^Uay, 
visL  RoserPeiice,  ^  four  hundred  f  aod*  f  aighl t)^  ^ '  Ithe 
poiiMid;  ikfid^Halfpeiieeja  the  pound  freight  tp,  make 
fofty fibUlingfr  iv  cmneDt  Moo^f  ^<i>'f'  * '  > . 

Ou  th»08di;o€the»saiixe]Kioot^3raPi^amft^^^ 
set  fortb^  by  the  King  and  Qneen^  the  fircamble  tq 
whiofa  recbied  that^of^theSOUi'of  Aoguit  in. the  first 
yeait  tofi  dfaeiQumn^  Mkl  thto  ^  pwceeded  tp  d^elare 
that  their  Majesties  were  resolved  to  contiuMe,  the 
said^ifiBe  fMoM^^^aiida.thertfibre  badf icw^fifiidr  to  be 
midm  asHi|  set  fonbh^nvfthin  thdirr Al into 'certaii)^  pieoes 
of  lSi)iiM};6fiiJdoDieac)6fl  GoUepd  Silver^  Qf^^th?  fine 
stflinda^^  oudthjjaacb^trtftmp^andtp.rif^i i(devif^ hf 
tiMi^/GiBoesf .'.  afipoittfMnft)T4as<#nw>  mp^ .  iDeet*  and 
t)ont6»iftiti  fiMr fithe  ^mfyitrnd^mMP^ot^f^^^^^  ^ 

iwltM;'  iii?hicb^te^t|mff^stoias7g2r4bffi?^sHB«^^ 
ofttbe  aoth  of ;Aufpi8A  b^rortP^iXifA^jf^^U^be^^ 
are  said  to.J^e  9fMm^(M(h)i^i»^^^^^}^f¥ft)i  -f 

«. 

r  Leake^  p.  ^^4.     Folkes  says,  that  he  hadliqt  met  wit\the 
InSeiAure  ty  wliich  this'bji34'Mone/wai'fcbfflM*r'*li#b^^     *A;. 


he,  it  follows,  that  the  Pennies  of  this  sort  weighed  I ^  grains 
&e% ;  bk'l  shoiild  supf^W^he'\tr6t^I%dt^*  diHb^  MefiUbhifidtitti 
tb^  in^iscirihmatdyu'sed'^dfViiriWP  or 

Fanjiinjra.     [Table  of  iingl!>li^ver  CttdsVV  ^^^'n**'**0  ' 

's  llie^lver  coiiifi  b^  fcatled' fine  on'l^  wiih'iretc*4Wfe^<to,  and 
-tV^otolSSsoif  witTi,'(he  base  Coins  Wlnfch  werfe  AjWCUrrent, 
for  it  was  (wo  pennyweights  under  the  old  standaM; 


W  ANKM^  OF  'jmOM  ■'•  CmilAGE. 


;^'^1 


islfidieddbowaJBahibig^  iMld»N}»iiirDf  their  Sj^baeflitt* 

.""i^jj^h^  hsae^  Mdracto  tvierGBHt^  Ilie^acttitoitTMic0ildkig 

toMhei  ^pB3!i^aons  ^inj^tbeLnafepe^id  /ffrocldiOBtion 

^^Vdb|  ^^i^h  rjof  i  Augusbrinrothe:  jfii8H^;jyBafr  ^f  the 

.^i:  Id  ihe isefioflt^  yeil^  df*  tb^^  Kii]g;iind;f^iwmu  JSk 

Edmund  Peckham,  Knt.  TrfhiAifaacvdf  Jthe  Mintiof 

(j^n9bndy>(|Eb0ma&^8taofeyv;€biiq^^        rittdiiWil* 

iii!y»t«r  eiiiliQW^id  to(  snaked  foi^ilrekMd^t^ilf^iic^nt!^ 

^ifaouediiii^^potuids  i^ovth:>G£:diiiase  J^cmibs^'ibiid&gbt 

~Mte  EaglmAibjf.fittig  BhiJsp^.ShtHitig^^^atifcwalve 

^Iteiifet  llii^h^ ;'  fentjr  /oftvtbiai^  or  ttneiifaiindredvaad 

tinei^^tQife^  tia.tbe.'  ]»»tmd^  eoid  at  ibr  mte  of 

JkbiaeitiugcefifiM  and^nhiie/ouxia^  vAlkyi;  imconjiog 

ter:ivd[i|pbjiitbeiSbilImg^n¥eigh€;d  one  ^buadmi  aad 

iitfokTbp^Gmbgrain#>.ior  nx;fiennywei|^^^         . 

^llSS^t  mOb  litedSih  of  Mayve^PrDetftin|it!Qa  was 

isfeued  fioff^fMiJttuig  in  e:|ci6ciitida  tbe  L&y/^  against  the 

CQii«iterfetting^'fitf>tbelCbiil8^i         -    :     I 

.  >    AtvUieil^ter  endjof  the  nutoxth;  of  October  foHovr- 

h^^^he£pQ|)eeotr  CbaHesfno^n^^themngdom^of 

Spain  tdliis  (son  Ph«iip/i  wbicb/» adcdrdmg  to  •l.eaJlse, 

occasipned  \he  omissioi^  of  the  words  Princ^ps  His- 

p^pjfl.pn  tbp .Money  that .wa$.p9iped.  in,  this  year  y. 

>H^  ia  however,  joaistaken^  £oP  ^  there  are  CoiBS  with 

4lie^ai6<3f  1554  vrfier^n  that titte  does  n^ot  ap^pear. 

3(  Prodamation  in  Antiiiiiafy  So6tefy'&  Libtaiy:         y  P.  2^7. 


i»; 


'     ' .. 


moixiP  ajukd*  if  AAVfl '  il 


imd  oldimiH  ^^^  aiidioiqfzed)tonHdc^rsei«Dithaits(aiid 
Founds  c^  I%iw^eafX^idilig!tblfte)MiHidard;a^^ 
in  the  commissioii  j^ntodtonxtb6^^tH>bfv>necei»fidr 
M  l?he  flfBtmYid;  fleccmri  jtarvnat  the  iKKg^aed  Qil^'» 
156^«'  Byiii^F0ol8iniul9on^.of4hmye9r}the>Mer«^ 
^ants  Adveiitaifers^eve  pevmklecr^to  oimy  Ml)iiiey 
out  of  the  Kingdom  for  their  expenses.  '  Its  ^fef- 
p6i1;  <tra9  ^h^  wme  ai  t^fit  (l£  tiee  iSSth  of  Jon^  1^53, 
€hfe7WirfiEdwai5A¥i4^*J*/  -  .:--  >■-^M^.ui^^-'! 
^  ^^liother^'i^ixiel^nnAliioiv'^li^  'iipoti'^^  '^ 

Cff  !AprlK  to'prfnmt'lhe  fia^g;^%hd^oi^^ 
b^ingin^'of  ^oodnt^rfeit  Giiios  iDtoU:bB»TO«;|iiif'  wtfidi 
Hfid'heieQ^dondijo  ckgifeatt^eilteoti  '^tlmioifddirnto^'ftfa^^ 
wA'pefsonsnviei^rttr'amedi  ikfad:  adiiodi^ed^wsA  ti^M^ 
KSi^v^;^  [{fterrth^I^rooIaiiiB^nV'any  «#  th^^jilcbiBoA^ 
of  tlie  mtim^^^T  dr'any?.0tdmn[  6dftia>df  3shlBeir%^«c[l- 
ferit'widiin  lihe  srane^'  wkhoufcrfest  irymgiAeflfidty 
'weighty  ^sjr< fknowitig'^bsf* 0th»T* f hi^nsi f Ai0i ^cbdn^s 
thereof,  so  didt'siovierofrvt^em  inight^ 
't«C€rivir^ofi?thtf  feain0i!/lAodfiP!&pokl  afth  tfj^they 
»£hottldi.!6ffid//tfabailtaTbc^fo0g0d  i  orJia^thfB^ei&hpJk$t 
they  should  then  imnrfaiakl^^yrUd&ic^itii^lia^ 
^eifi^amli^'  tldd'^btea^i  G»i%^^  in 

)  f)mc»!b^  ici^ry  H^iidfi  i  ^jpeit nteihfeiiXvifluopan  iCJaUis^  :;|n]d 
^db^>^ii]ie|j)Bd)d)e(acedrflridrfa^pkei^[  mdthMhtcnitefiA'' 


were  t^.^tlie  J^  jl?«r^J%iyrt^  fic§»9^£p^^^  ^|?fl  |VW>i|>ft  WW/^  «t 
the  alteration  of  the  Coin,  whatever  metal  it  was  made  of,  the 

[Watson's  Hist,  of  Halifax,  p.  469.]     Farjij^  iv^^b^r^tj^ia^  Caer- 

niartjieaon  thjB,3QthiofJ\I^Cb,.iiyij5...o/  .;•  noi^r.tnciooia  - 
»  MS.  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 


IS  ANNi(&  6r'if^fl£  cblkAGE. 

eik^€;-^Sm^;<tfi^Mt!tb=^A!tmverei,  to  the 
n4it9"*^^  o*  tbll'^eCbf  <li^^«totatity  i^hefrdft  iJhey 
^liduia  ibliytflf:  \^rrd'^at  (he^kid- justices  of  thi 
pdice  sKStiSd'^ltV^^d-i^^  to  ibe'<Jiidtice8  of 
ilksfet,'  fc  be -^  tlAinHrt'oa^t  lij)  aiia  ijdivfered  to 
the  Liords.aqd  others  of  their  Majesties  Privy  Goun- 
c»,  kttte^dtfntHijfoti  ttieir  iflibst  toyrf  pet^boV*; 
^'  ii  ti  so4i4#hat  renoTarl^ble'that  no  ^UilisKm«]it  i^ 
^Si^'d^itektf  agairiit  '1<li^  «oantei'f<ilt^r^  bf-.th^ 
©jfe^/'hWthey^re  teft  tb^fktKtef'Pfddaiftatibti^ina 
Sli»tllte»;^4lfeugh'iii  t»^'^6*iribiy  <rf  thi^'iti-Ji^ 

<'  ^A'i  »  St)j[Hriff  ttiat'diifi^6rs'  ^oiisj  W*el^M^*re9 
»&  strangerr/  feitlPHbt  1!^%  rteft^^e^tD^ink  ^P'tiife 
rMin]"b^''HS?lJoW^ k^6d  iiWtajfe- WW^iif^higfcer 


«ure  and  fof^|j}^^9f^^,^^^a,jge^]^gi|ey^apJ,£9.iq,,a8 

thsv  vntM  ii«priMSAn«rtti£ £niiisn(^  atb^-fMoaittes 
ataS  'R)A^«arl^{a*iJSrf'f»i^h  iStites^fcaff  Be<fti<rt^^ft!l^ 

rf.;i3Tii/D  iioflJ  iM.»}  niarilbaDrjbaia'fifl  c;  ;;.-■■  s  ■■<.Tm  Xi'r  ' 


aftid,  fliose(|v«(bierf^6fa«aldu  finfk  ottt)iB«|d  d^^aioaiCR  (h«im 
weM«(^  M«^e(iib^<whoIea$f3the  pettaiof  aYid<feHei^ea^ 

i^m^^  ^o<)??V  ffe^'i^?M  f?)\§ii.  ;;^,4ff^^  j?r,t^i^  #er 


the  Mint*  i^^r^ ^t^qrjzci(i,to,  hjy  %, p9(?i% ,%  the 
the  JPr«)5jf,roj»tiop^  Sifjjipf U,  ap  ^i.^t^^^^,^^!^ 

Ro8eP|^n«!e,,r^h)ch,ha4  b^im  coioe^tv^^wl 
an4.a0|)^il>tp,lFelan(^  fopithe  9«ni;iaeAf(4,>}£)e  of  that 

ki^gd^niy  l?ijt  .whici*  ,ba4.li>e^i  retMr^  ,«,wl  -in^pew^ 
that  date,  ia  any  part  of  the  King  and  Queenjs.  tkfi 

Mp^fl^whi?fe  WW?  ^nifi^49r4xplaiy^  j\y,y^F|^^,(»iE,^ 
Q^flMiu^JRA  gi:?fttf(J  tp.^ff  .fjdmuod  l^e? K*¥W,;S^ 
^\^4  fl^rs,  ,ip  th^jjrepiir'^  &$4rrS?yep  .tl^oija»»d^  i*?w4 
^^tJne.iff  >*e,,;%,iVaj»,.atap^rdj  ^fire,,^;«^j||i^  ^ 


vaiOQ  in  cogixaa,  accoratng  to  tne  touowiog  entry :  '■  i/Mi  sy 


■•  At  »t.  James  tne  xxvjy  dajr  01  octooer,  an.  i.-jao.    .A  Letter 

tyngBifwA/li&tfile  fProclaitui6'dA8  tot|ehfaigc  yistaA^iaII$ngJB>(if 
the  Rose  Pence,  and  his  addk'on  to  the  same,  a9suringe  Uim 
nothinge  wiBCfndafi  lotRtbkqife  ttttlfUte  ofiaby^othbrelCoyne." 


14  ANNAE9A4^   THfi   CaKmAt;£. 

91rittffJig£(QmdOrQat$ 'mudi^/a  swu^jid  OtKimnissioii^  iti 
1555»  to  the'9iafi€i!|9fti«s0ii^;>'a«d,in.  either  tiiisfyie^t^ 
ortl»vfolii]ftfirigiOD©,^'l956«.Dr  I557,.  athird  Cpm- 
iMbaiofi  wsLk'%iiEititecll»iF(eK*>  a&nxiiig*  five  ttKNttsand  five 
hiMddNl  Peinid^riKaie  afi  dnei .fifiune  kjad;.  •  inte  Harp 
Gr(»ti;:|of)<tbe  ilseof  Iv6la!iid;<is6  ttnA^^ia  le^s  tbaa 
tho6€^  yw^  iiide/ thttre; ifdfie  looided/  ctfitbess  base 
MobUMi^to  ^%be  Value  ioft.  tincb^kwo  ^thfvusand  five 
btfttdved  ^  P^undsr^  «<t>esnde8 '  ildiatu^waSi  »triick  i«ir  the 
first  year  ■  tai :  iha  -•  reignt^  otfaei  i  Qoeetiy  vbtfore  her 
4x$ittixge^i  J.  •  ■?  >  ■..••; .'.  5ii:  ^'-'li.j.M.  ...T  ,.',  K-i  >  '.  .,   » ■ 

^ .  Abdut  ttiis  itime  tonrfii^sil-dlspdie)}  jxnMKim^liadF 
sfnread  icuoiouits  that  tbe^eatoDaj^woa|.4  ^Q-dinsit^ 
ifli  jBoiuseqiieooe  •  of  ^h&d!i^  a  otacb  ^  ^o^iiikotiorv  i;  b^ 
stnssri'  aimoi^M  the  people^  ?8Q$tt)bfi  ipiHf^e^pf  graifH 
&o;  IrkI  <lbieeii^:eikbattoedi  i:lJr  wasl  thejoeforei  edai-^ 
iiiBnded!:4^^I^ocl£i[ii]atioidp>cHiiitfae  2^mfi]Dbcrailbtr$ 
ISS^^y^^^  ^all .  pemaas i^ih^ldi.  .4|ui«^ 
dHaahtfy^ineeiivB  ^uidrjl^yr^  vfii^itbd^.Ti^iSowotslJall 
odieF  jG»kas^  aeaordringi  ioiithe  .icate.  iheietofofe  «:prGr 
o]avme&>b))?4beir  M^jeatiks"  atihority)i4^  pain  of 
ti^sdMigestks'  tittdn  itidigdattcm  ;  and  iDost  sharp 
pmnshftiegt^ ;  1^  Enj})rie6QiaQi8nt/atHi;iioe^  .at  tberr 
Miqealacisf -plfeaficitoiit:>  i.'o^v    ...  v-.w^^i^  ,c  .v^-  »  *..♦  '    •••• 

oIti>miiy9dh«iHmr6a[jl.WijiiBtIy4j[utvtfe         whether 
thbdnrai^f&iof  pek^^wasiwhidll  the 

alMBeaHcntioHed  minfiUG^  aa(theiRroelafl]iatioii«tsited 
this'taihmerjbektK^Atiknoy^f  :deElrdlv^^herelwith  it 
pleBsed  ^Ahoightj^'XMdHtooplagaQp  itbet  .amqvM^  wd 
therefi^  es^reraciA  tbeirl  Me^stjes?  ^ciMmi^  ^(rt^  a^ 
man^  to  whom  God  had  given  abundance  of  things^ 
sBouir 7^  t!haf  ^uiiJtf^raird!^^*;' V^^  s'uch 

■  O  1 

f  Proclamation  in  the  Lib^^of  tfo^ScfiSH^'Of'Alrtiqcttries. 
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pitetenee^hiB  own  t^nti  mth  so  <graafe  an  ifljii9y(  tand' 
oppTessioir  cl  >  bis  ( poMr  ;ii^«d3?'«iBighboiH's«.     ^      '    .  i. 

^l'537  OT'lssSt.  In  the.  fourth,  and  fifth  y^rtr  % 
E¥/tj  itooehikig  «ean^vfinr>  Go4d  dnd  JSUver  in  the 
CnajlJ-irBfiand  ship^  wkbbc  the  rratmi/  was' tend  onoe 
in  tbe^C34>niinQn^;  but  iKra»  pf4cMd^  in  nO(  further  •. 
It  was  tte*  Wnh  of  Mar}r  totexchide  her  siater^ 
Eliaabetb,  whoa»  she  hoted^  fvmk  ih^  throne^  hM 
shir  found  ^that  it  waartibtin  her  ^wer<t6^.atter.thi^. 
Sudcesaifttt  withcNitthe  boilsent'Cif  Parliament,'  whieb: 
ahe  was  unable  to  obtain ;  and  the  Crown  d^»cehded: 
ati^  lierKdewth  (wfafeh)  happened  apon  the  l/tb'  of 
Nbvomlkef!»<l$^)  aeoo^chiig  ^ir  the. last  wilt  of  ^Mg. 
II«iiryftbe£igbthJ  wlio  sdttitfd  it  'up6nr)hit^^iaugb-« 
t^t^  IQ  iistsej  €)if  <the  d^eeas^  iShiB  sob  PmioeriBdward 
wi«bout»iaittei  ^  The  stlttlem^nl:  whkh  £dvrard  tb^ 
SvjBth^ibadt  faiad^y^  tatbe/sxchisk>n^of  bii^lsialefcsf  had 
atrdad;^^beeit' tetfsid^  bytthei^innnioii'of  Miry. •: ;  r  \ 

i  'Befoiw '  her  Imaiti^aM  die ;  Qpdtti's  trtie  vppn^  hei' 
0(nt|s  'wali*  Mui^niA^  '*  ixeb  <  aRArra':imoii»E  ^fXAtiUhR  it. 
msmMiB  m»iv^*  yTbt  fin^^fMbn^liwIiidb^imb 
s<}]uek  afterjf  tbatevKntt;b^)benbtnt  ool^'^pMMiUgb 
bseaklsd otiose- Wis 'Wtotifiig'cfer'^hfi  cuttiflg^dsncwq 
die,  which  was,  however,  soon  efl^tcd^ifaf  "^etegdM!! 
CoiUs'iof  <lw'first>'pe2^  >of{  HAlip^wailikrfb^eBdllof 
1ai{h^4dbd>&ingi'aHdfQufe9n^«i?>'Tho9q  trndif^lMBrbostr 
ii^sNl^infnLilv  Bv  ImmHia^ fl)Ks  GHamjHi imnokn'MMMdf 
Thei^eairiier^/^ittrfthe  ^twofihtsts/ihaVei^ndiuf^Hti 

Carpentier  s  Supplement  to  Du  Cange  it  is  said  to  be  Navis  pira- 
tica.  And  in  Glossaire  de  ]a  Langue  Romanevi¥20^$f  U  ^^Stne. 
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Naples  and  Si^nt,  .Md  wmc  tllat  qf.FrftnCQ  also. 
The  shield  m  (be  Re^i:in|i^,,oiv  the  laifie  piecn, 

the  ama  0/ Spain  Ippf^w^j  ^f^g]^ ;  tfae  Penny 

has  thoqei>f  the  laf^  ](^ijl^|C)^^^]o9fj,aa.  have^alsD  1 

aU  the  QoHf  Qlilf,,  gjjiatjH^^Jtie  JJiHlMn  di^ent  k 

aides  pf  Ihj^Coin  h^_.yi)^th^Ob%arw  jBSBMPWa.  «.  « 

M.  A!i«,  ^.J»&(^.  j(i,,,^(w,;  v;>4/w,the  HeiNrae,  « 

'ITw,'V!«5»f'%Mpt„jSi<t"^,liie  %wd,<mly,)i»ffe  f( 

the  Pemuea.     Her  title  od  the  Gold  Cufpv^vihieb  1^^ 

wereBtroAM)mhs»!«|fTf8=*W«:('«i!WI«'«-»''-  ^ 

■cription  «  jl^Si'wr  J((flif3'fPf,ttl|e,J!^e,<(»'«:(,httl  i>| 

after  her  fijioi)  w^h"j>lij|)p  ti»f  b^fj  sifyply  VNWIll  j,^ 

y°  f<T'^.'>''!iw  «f  «,t^  'hi.Sjw  95  Qm«t«gw.  1^ 

the  G9ld^oin jaftjer  fc  mafjlag^  i  ,  ,,„„,',  ,  1-.,   ,,  ^^. 

Tbe  ijaottja  ii^n^i|^j^irfr,^.Ciiin^.,a5e^;,%!%aS(  ^^ 

her  nj^rifiB^ej  vEEE^A»|-p^^fliH^  pp^l  Afis^FSfd^  (y* 

POSVIMV8  D^yM  ADll^Tpf^  ^ffsjyjf(fl„,;   ,.,  ;/  ,  ,.  ,,' 

Qn  her,  CoJd,M<;nej',,J?qtl).)ie{(\if  ,iffl  ajtsf  !)».  j.-* 

ET   EST   MIRABILE    IN   ^VLB   N(1^T(^IS,;  j  ,,|   ,|   ■-    ■.  ..A   J^ 

Her  style  upon  her  .Iriaji  M<^n<y  i8,.tb^  aatu^f^  j  '" 
t^lat  ^pon  her  English ^jxfr^  ,  Af%  ^?'', .°?*Wi^  i  ^1** 
the  inscription  is,  PHILIPj^J^^^J^jH^  ET  ftxfflf't'l  l^. 
ancue'.  ^  Tlie  type  of y»tte  Coifs, |ji,ii:^|]sfropi  tl^jrt:S^^ 
of  Henry  the  Eighth's'  Harp  ^IVIqneyit^nly,  j^l  jbei^g/lJ'* 
stamped  with  the  Queen's  bust,  or  with  those  of  the  ^^ 
King  and  Queeo^ ) instead  of;tlid''annsvf  <£agland,  ^' 
OD  the  Obverse.  No  place  of  Mintage  appears  upon  /^ 
them.  ■  '  "' 

Before  her  marriage,  the  style  upon  her  Great 
Seal  was  the  same  as  that  which  appeared  upon  her  , ,   ;l 
fether's  and  brother's, .  with  her  motto,    Veritas  ^  ^"'. 
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called  a  C«>wn  of  mm^W  '^^i^'^V"^  ^*>) 


Around 


?T 


ftte^r  fingl^tf  only  b^i4l.S  M  ?^^*-lff-  % 


'      •     •   '  ^  •  '    ■  .  'S.J  .:  •    h.i£;    ^  .  i': 
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ELIZABETH 


recetvra  at  Hatfield,  where  she  was  living  under  a 
'g\)krd,  at  once  the^  news  of  her  sister's  death,  and 
the  proclamation  of  herself  as  Queen  by  the  general 
cb/isent'pf  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  and  the  pub- 
libk  sdfferance  of  the  people  ^ 
'  I558.  Soon  after  her  accession  to  the  Crown, 
sneilirnecJ  her  attention  to  the^  state  of , the  Coinage, 
and  endeavoui'ed  to  prevent '  the  ^portatioft  of 
Mbtt^,  by  forbidding  the  carrying  it  abroad  byway 
of  exchange  "*.     She  next   issued  » a'  Coibmission, 


iptroller, 

St)vereigns  ^t  thirty  Shifhrigs,  tWehty-fouf  to  the 
pound  weight ;'  Angels  at  t6n  Shillings,  seventy- 
tMv6  to  the  pound ;  and  Angelets,  of  the  fineness  of 
twenty-three  cirats  t^n  grains  ana  a  half  fine  Gold, 

tti^l3|fx|^l|^jeceiiir^l  th^  Q^m,  $he  fdl  on  her  knees^  and  aller 
ag<i^^|m^  of^riMpi^t^on,  uttered  thi9  verse  of  the  Psuhii:  a 

DOMINO    f ACTUM    EST   ISTUD^.BT     1$6T.   MIRABILE     IN     OCULtS 

Ndsfkis.  *  AHcf  tfhis  We  And  to  this  day  on  the  stamp  of  her 
Gold/ i^m\Ms  43ii  her  Sihef;,  po9T7i  bet/M  adjutorbm  MBuac. 
[AkMtqjlI^uF^ffigPVPT^t^^  :  Harleian'  Miacellapys  voI.U. 

p.  73.}  >The.)^me,jine9dpte.if  rdat^A  by  JVeJwood  |n  hi^M/et 
moirSft  p.  6|  but  the  wholf  is  probably  unfounded,  as  both  these 
mottos  are  to' be  found  upon  the  Coins  of  her  sister  Mary,  from 
whence  they  were  borrowed  by  her. 

to  Camdcni  jjlhnafes  Elii.^oF.  H  p.  W.  -"Biit  tjtiae»B)  Whether 
Camden  did  not  allude  to  the  Writ  of  May  1st,  1559,  Whidi'  is 
the  earliest  record  to  that  efifect  which  Ihuvehtiih' able  to  dis- 
cover In  this  reign.  ^ "    • ; 


j 
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and  one  grain  and  a  half  allay,  (as  the  Record  has 
'\t,  inSteMl' of  three  grains  and  a  half  fine,  and  half-a 
grain  allay,  which  bear  tlie  'same  proportion,  and 
.rfieur  ei^idefntlv  the  mistake)^  and  of  ^rpwn  Gold, 
twenty-tv<^  cai:at$  fine.  Sovereigns  at  twenty  Shil- 
lings^ thirty-three  tey  the  pound ;  Half  Sovereigns, 
Crowns,  ancJ  Haif-Crowns.  Remedy^  as  well  for 
fine  as  Crown  Gold,  two  jgrains ;  Coinage  fopr  Shil- 
lings.. ^  And  qf  Silver  (^levep  ounces  fine  and  one 
ounc^  allay)  Shillings,:  .sixty  to  the  poyid  ;  Half- 
Shillings,  Groats,  •  Half-Grpats,  and  Pence.  Re- 
v^e^f^Atyvp  pennyweights  ;,  toiijag?,  :toj  the  Queen 
eighteen  p«y?e.  per  pound  w^g^tj^' "       .    . 

It  appears  th^tt,  .during  the  la?t;  reign^  Money  for 
tl^efuse,pf -fj^jlligp's.  f^  had  been 

cpi^erf.in  the  .T<^er  of  ^ndon..  The  lA^pjements 
wliich  wer^  n^ade.pse  of  for  that^purpose  were^  upon 
the  lajte  Qufej^'s  decease j  detained  by  the  Officers  of 
the  Mint,.wbR  afapposjed  theqa  tp  belong;  to  their 
office;  bpt  .jfliey  wer^ '^fterw^ds  restored,  J  upon  a 
certji^atf&^ffQm  Mr^.  Stanley  tb^,  CopjptroUei^®^ 

Moryson  asserts  that  the  Irish  had  a  Mint  of  their 
oW^  *t9  tbe^  begimiihg  ^i  t\m  wigtt  v;  i>itt^it  is  pro- 
babfietKat  he  wsls'  intrfhfbrih^fed;  attd'l^^^^^ 
was  ^t  that  time  struck  in  |i"Hwd^  foe  9n;tlie  17th 
of  F^brv^ry,,  m  her  firslyear^/  l^S^ff^^a^Jowmis- 
siAn^was^^gfttnterf  to  Sir  Bdii!i]indl^edelisnp,4cnti  High 
T^&§lii*i-  ^Of  "tliff  ^ftliiits;'  Thomas  St*iley;;Comp- 
troller'jwffftiip  the  Tower  <Jf^|  Lor^don,  and  others, 

a  Xf^e,  p.f^2,  JlPoting  l^  igii^,  p,  4.,  ipea?J>,  W.    Qu.  Clause 
orPaJeRt?c.\.,    j, .  u\,\  ;.>  1. 11  .ru     •    .  .;     /..  ', 

o  Stfype*3  AniwJjB,  ,^.1^^-  P*  ??^'  >.    . 
P  Itinerary,  p.  283. 

c  2 
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to  t^fA^^#e}f&^tfeib'o«wt'  P^iMb  of  tiie  base  Eng- 

likK  ''M^%^^i«t&    tn^t^i^ur  "tjhotllnrnd'  .'pdun^^ 

*^  '"tl^^^.^'^'A  »|[^t?biiMMiiotH  (tebtbeomtopeirsoo^, 

(with  the  a(J(i(t?6b^oif  S^tt^i^ulli  ^AssayMarterin 

\th^'/lo^^r^/i%A^''thfiltittrii6C'appofiftodLr^  and  John 

^^^«k<hy^;>  F^^oto^^  df  tkie  MohieT^y  khd^si]  otjberOf- 

*^'^bi¥8i)^-W5as  Issued  tj^pon  the^&nsf^  day  of  May  fol- 

Idwihg'.'   It'  atuhpriz^d  ihem  toiaiUfrthejbase'Mb- 

iiiey  tYii^n  i^urrebt,  ihto^UarpShilUogs land  Groats, 

Foiiii^'thbu^nd  PotRwIii^pf ''«d^bi^Qncy/iticr.be  d^dt^^^ 
'  inttfd^ttho^alid  P^i^ds^  Idsh^atpthitte/iidrxes 

fine  out  of  the  H re,  and  nine.  <Hi^<tos>allByj  .The 
''pdniik  IVajrtd'Bi  iMftri^ijnto:Taity!lSh;iHinggi(^^ 

•  WWy^^tttife mate,U«d'*h^  iguaeii'cs  Tpretan^ do. the 
y^Stef *rf ^a  h^'enmht  in  ludand >dnljL' ,( The 
^'VeA4e3^^tt<!*l£tf'bte  6«dded€d  of  ^hreeipenBjnrdghta  at 

the  Assay,  and  the  sam^  at  the  Shere«^i    ^jn •>.>)' 
'-'''^#^£^ifln(!  ye»^  a'M^rlC^^rissftod  wfa^  incited 

^nVki^fi^i  d»^^^Mo!iey'  <ff r*b^' tAOan -(Ji*  iother 
'^mM  itt' tK^^SWatiife  Jpfi^ty  VIo  M  4rtbt*>8t4Snte8,) 

-niiijp  ^ii'*)')^  Jiuij  ot\B  imi  ;  '(iiy/:;  b'^A^inf^."  btit-  !,-->.  " 

i.       fxfXbfUarf^aStlconceive,  .for  Ihe  express  purpose  of  convert- 

ing  thp  base  Monies  into  Loins  for  Ireland.   ' 

s'^iiiseai^thVA^feoflhefMnii^^^  ^"    '  ' 

t  Pat.  1  Eliz.  part  8.  m.  36.  dors.  May  1.    A  similar  Writ  bore 

dale  on  the  8th  of  June.    Pat.  1  Eliz.  ui.  S.'^dors. 


\V3L9  iwde  .4<»  eiodm0S9!t]s^im9^.9mt^4f^^  V^ 

hi».a^htawikbf)ieair,;<^4ilimico»M 

years  from  Lady  Day  1489,  [4  Henry  Vljtjfg^flfl 

agdff.qanAnQed)a«d  iHmtiwidcl^^if  ipm^^p  of 

itwm^  i;R>taB9wo^,wddin«lifejf;tlH^^^ 
«boi^  bd  Jk^fid  feiMalKii/femJ^cil^  M^fcNnt^v  fWf^Jfi^ ' 
afldf  cMrjlroo^^  |MrB€mior^ffpi|^>p»B&iQg,put  Qj^.l^^ 
BeahtB Jby '  royljil  Vuteaoe^  ta  •  <»i?ry  with)  th^ip;  .fppr 
P4xiii)dk  ief ^  BO jr  Od It:  cif rent  wHt^  tbev  fi^ftlpoi r (P<* 
oad^.WBd'iu3t^>va^  ^k^  or  £JgQ(^$>.of 

C»U  of^  Silvarfii^iiiibeii  Bugar^^t  \fr.itb9ut; .  ^i^y^ss 
ofibfe,  tifanods}  ..&Q^  loY  a*yi  ifrtheit  .pcw^  ^^f fei tvi?^ :  or 
]tiipriapiltBCOt^iii&c.*^n.<.  !*nj.    <vt,'i    >,!;  ~-     ^  .    .^.^ 
^^i<56d^itiBiy 'tlieM>Cdna^.$K>r  (b^,v^  pf  ^T^j^^d, 
soibs^s^ftsiii  tbe(faas£{€dii»^lfbm^^^ 

^liort}3^aftetMf8Mil«diMced4l^1HfJi^  a  P^^fijclaipj^jf^n, 
whiqbifiaa  iQtpedidpdo  tbt^:jj^U)»Q|;S^p|t^^l;i»|^rJoij^ 
following  ye^^asn'-r'^:  :'.':)*«:  ^f.;^.  •>.]i  '',nr     '•/;'-/.  -^iH 

ikfaiqgtfar  !krt«b^aJwg^  rth&l  by,^)iSj,l9Pg,wfrring 
oh^hst^bBkajMonk$i  ifccjiwdK^/fiije'jheytJ^felJBS^'s 

iNobakyfaakbSa^jwls>oftj^fte4«b  ^W^fMyrfflP^ 

-Hkf^Hd  hH  a«yob4  ^If^fter,  J^jf^jiaii^jC^;  S?B^^* 

/4fi*BQW.ind-I^Wer,;^ivfe$jftWB  ajv^j^t^^^^^yaf^fte- 

cayed  and  vanished  away ;  but  also  that  great  quan* 


Silver,  and  th^,^i«hrffl^y^??^fe^^^ 
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carriefi  dwajfV'  ^^^  :j|befffioeft^  oil  M  things  eohaneed. 
Her  MiaJ€isi:jfL^t^efefor^fii4^%  ProclMia^im)  reduce 
the  s9|diil^9$^Cton9  f ^  4)ieeir  ,tc^  thi^iit  mlite  ^«;  w^h  t 
be:;.  vm,tk^-.himJPw»(yAito  ahi^ee^Bikfl&hings;  the 
TwonpiQijM^rtt)  Q^  ^(^ntiy  and  im  Htifpennj;  and 
tlie  ^(^e^tiiQ  Jof,  si:fci  B^vit^  to  four  iPesice  Hti%)enfty ; 
tseeptiii^  4he  uTesMi^  •  inadced  in  .the *  innermost 
part  in  the  harder  tfaerMft with 'oHe »of  the  fqtlbwkig 
fourLniftrk»yiii»%;;a  lion,-  airoef^na^harp^  br  ia.  flbWer 
de  luieeivwbieh  were  not  abovejafstxth  ^Murt  of'itiie 
satdbatsefTestQajs^  but  wbicbiifere.'»80i  hh^eapd^U 
of  CFoppf^r^  (afi ^/ims  ea^y  to  be seto  attdunderstond^ 
ai|d  difibned  BO  («iiieh  in  yakie>  fromr.all  the  l^st>of 
the  base  Teatons^  thai  tbf^y  <^oaId  n&i^  wtthoutrgixdt 
iricou^e^aiea^e  toiheRealm^  by  treason  of  the'Biubi^ 
tude  Tofr  couoterfeiters^., biar.  any < conweniifent-orlike 
^loe  a^i  .the>  others  4i4;t  and  therefore  it  fifas^com^ 
ip^dadiitJb^'tha  TeiNbQos)  wkh^s^  sbc^uld 

from  .fc^fcifiin^i  \m'  tallen»>a«  ^.ii^ucneftfe  at  two  Bence 
Farthir^tea^b,  awl^no  jnpre,  being  asjailubh  as  they 
wer«r>(Hp|i^ef|,;^p  contairn  in  valijii?^ranidcso*o»Qontinue, 
s^iiPii¥f(^Ati,jVIan9X»^n)y during  the  spied  of? four 
mon^h^l  -ii^d  for*  the  ifelief  of  -^uch  perfon^  as 
ig^ould  pos^elsr^n^of  thfemir  ber  Majesty  Was*  pleased 
toi8Wk5t^f(:itl>e*bikrd€|j^?an4:  to  fcause  tabe/dfirlitemd 
iiif  hprrMiAt' in  li^ando^,  at  a«y  4ime  vi^ithirtithe 
sfwice  pf  fpup:*'in(^bsv  fpr  everyvTeston^so  nmpked, 
two  Pence  Farthing  of  good  new  sterling  Monies  of 
fine  Silver,  pt'ibnrdfch'^  more  as  any  of  the  Same 
.  should  be  proved  to  contain  in  good  Silver;  abd  also 
fw  every, j?ou||f|..p|;{tb^^  ^nie  being  brought:  to  the 
Mmt,  th«e^Fjea€ieA)f  steeling Silfi^,  over  and  above*. 

X  Sir  Jame&  Ware  says/  that  the  mixed  Money  of  Eilgland 


Aud  for  the  ^peedf  («Mt«r^ng^'itli^iiMli^>base 
Monies  into  fitie^  he^  Maj^ty;  ^Was  |ile^kf4/t0  girej 
^t hw Mint' in' LondoOj  ^fo4 evieyy of ^le ^didpieoe^ 
t^  inudi'  goodUteiiing  MofmiM  !of '^tie  i^vei^ '  after 
the  nate  as^^^'were^TiOfW*  by  ber  Pnodftiiiatroii 
ratod^^  Valgied,  an^  iMde^  ewrent ;  ahd  fer  ^very 
twenty  Sfailiings  ^f  them.  bre>«g^t  to  the  Mm<}.aiid 
erchaixgedi  three  Pence  «P  tike  >gbod  fine  MDnie&.*  | 
r'<Tfai9«PrQclafnati0n  Itkewisa  oommaodcdv  t^atmll 
former  la^  agakirt  earryiog'oiit  of  tbere^Im^  » 
tneliing^'jiAormss  either  btse  or  fine,  shcMiUl^ibe 
ats^lctiyteaforoed^  ;Aml  becaiu^  that  the  dhtingu^li^ 
iQgrtaf  the- 'Said  Testonfi,  $0  niftrkedy  might  be 
dfiofotfiii,  because  the  marki^  ^ere  8tnaU^  and  might 
be  perllywom  oot»  it  was  ordered,  that  any'QOfi^ 
tioversy  thereupon  should  blended  and <)^terinf ned 
by  tfaeiMayor^  >&c.  or  any  otiier  the  principal  officer 
in  any  Gity  or  Town  Corporate ;  by  the  Juirticea  <^ 
the  Eepc^  in  every*  Market  Town,  not  Corporate^  if 
any  slKkitd  be  residing  there;  or  else  by  the  Cerate 
of' the  principal  Church,  afnd  the  chief  •  Officer  or 
Ba^iiflP  o^  the  toil  of  the  same  market }  arid  itK  •eteiy 
otl>er  parish,  either  by  the  Justice,  of  t^e  Pektee^  if 
•any  mie* should  reside  within  one  ftitle;ofl  feUfeby 
'the  Curate  of  the  Parish,  and  the  iwd  C^fK^f^tiA^lcd, 
dr  Headboroughs,  or-  any.  two  ofl  them  ;  {o  whose 
jodgiiient  both  die  parti^s^  which  ifthould  ^y  a^d 

(jieing  TO  loogw  Querent,  there)  ,wf»  bn^^igh^,  into  JfpJaqfJ.  Vfi 
great  quantities.  .The  Bungalla  (so  called  by  the  Irish), went  for 
Sixpence,  and  the  broad  pieces  at  twelve  Pence;  at  firat;.  but 
•aftilr^aiti^  <bi6  li!>i*mer  wefnt  datf  f^r  TWbpeiib^;  lind  ihi  latter 
.for/a- Grbati;  iTfaie  bsledf  npfi^loo^  <  Afttv  tlief  weife  leAised 
elsewhere,  they  continued  to  pass  in  Connaught ;  the  former  at 
a  Peany,  and  the  latter  at  Twopence.  [Irish  Hist.  Library^  p.  79.] 
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i«4^erf^d^j*(-k*9^fl  ittj'i^^neriof«irtobual,»«&c*  and 

«(^(ia^lf  Xb^i^fli^^tism^  nemrity,  as 

l|jl^fi*oifld>M^W6f^  a<f  thy m  •.;-:  :  ti.;    t..  ;  . 

In  two  days  aftirtti^S^teittgtbFlthis  Pnodaara^oH 

^W^d^toai'^sMmH^  toii^teJredb»(thtrii'to  theif 

,bi^(FiWt>l^nifH»Yt  is  ktt'^w^'tfth^tbG  h^ftCWtttfidire- 
j^irit  «b*a^i*b€W^%t*  otlfie¥^aliTmjiJwd8^>p*rtljr  m 

wlwfe«ft8  *§fttt^yi^ltb^fe^'Cdutttrie$i 'W  Afmayn,, 

The  datetoftSent.  27  is  added  in  MS.     It  .should  seem  from  an 
anecdote  whicK'Strype  nos  recoraed/  that  inis  reduction  of  the 


ling 
jffi^*9  MM*  «f  Ihsibidliai'iscpr^  dpnearijofAriQblm^eiitxsen 


:Ji?-»' 


BVance,  Spaiav  iFkqdkM^  SMtbm^?  b{vl>(ti^e.i^.of 
Christendom,  have  liiMi^^oUlid«tftllil)fty%r)3^(taiA^|i^ 

iamyritoil£ii6fii>0adh^!Bond)ld^  l^ece*^ 

tovhtnfBTt  hiisabetfa(4Qlb9/at^t^li^9^9^ti^py^rjf 
good  English  subj^afc>fpagy3  txxbe/ei^^tioVhciuglli 
jt>saBiiiKtoBiti  smalido^ rat 4b« first,  h.  pynb  o'  Tr.l 
V:  T^^^^lsb, '%  qoiMtidnMiig  (rfltbb^Ttai^iyipiiiefi  cljyets 
lisrmiB  a^  bdt  hi  in  Ifor^go  ^pat  tariUBel  ?wi  Ibi  QitJ^/f^^i^i 
i»ird'COQote]!feittdtfrani>tkiK£r'^ 

^aiiiebat  itlwrifirstxiafbQaiith^rflie  ^f  tmivfiiPfS^mii^ 
Teston,  and  after  that  for  six  Pence,  whf^eifthft 
sakne/warb^^Hide^difrorfchfabdve  ttvro^iJVi^f^  9nd 
cafnrted)duit^of  *hfc  rflilm,  forijl^bfisd  ibft^  MAikk%)^h^ 
rich^oonftmodttie^iof  ,^f?r^wa^^  9?  i^ckDl^  i^ortbrllead, 
tki^  rle8ther^[j(alb^,o'y€ia9'/an4i^likindiofc«^i(9^  ap 
oorxt J :  «nait, '/beeni  ^butitQf ^  >  <tb^c$^r  < #i^i;f|u§|i  j Hk«^ 
9a»B^<llufit*iff«tejnfkjj  Mf^.slMrlidikeft  jl^web/fijn/swalll 
sdraisfiof  ]MtoiMwcon«t^rfei««d,iBfiBfk^tQilt  8i](:>Uf|l«» 
the  value  in  commodities  of  the  realm.  ' 
.  cici^i^  ttre  fti^ntfs  .Ms6  thiff^ihlesl^' bisie^MBriieS Vere 
current,  divers  subtle  Pjepple  nave  changed,  the  same 

^uadh  bare  itraos^onted/iand  car>pieddtiij^(|jee  (^mt^oli 

sirid  S*lvW,  *^'^s'^altb&^^h^here^H&tbfc^%«t^^ 

b( 

^nd 

tbif  Qiie^!s-M^epty(>  ^«igit^/^  gfi^afe^fluaoJtiM^  nflf 

G«>Idvaild^6iiven>}^et.i|o*  part  tbetedf  is  s«en  c'eRifr 

monly  curreht,  biit/aiit  ihay  be  tboughl;^  iotalfe 

part  thereof  is  carried  hence,  and  some  percase  by 
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the  Wis^r>«Pi^tClf  psip^^.k^flt  in  store,  as  it  were  to 
be  wished  that  the  whole  were. 

'^^^  Mso^ihy-Qimtmnzn^oi  thkAoctof  faaaei  Mo- 
nies ajtiioagh'  Ataoighify;  God  hath  giTen*  now  of 
laie  )r^aipsv.  .plelllif^L  iticnease  hy  tirie  earth,  for  the 
whifhi  hidt  isi  ,to  ^be  ttfaatit^)  .iwiiyioiut  any  ;  such 
llbgu^s  Qi^mhP^iyiBain  our  fdrefathera otime  hath 
been  lead^  \lvhen  idatiy.httndredis.  amd^  ibDUBaiKi&  of 
people  have  died  for  fitanine^  yet  the  {nicea  nf  all 
tlungs  growing  oif' coming.  fronijth»eanth^  hath  im- 
jneaattrably  and  daily  risen,  eiiallMiianner)Qf  gmisi', 
ftnity  oaittle,  bestial^  victual^  wool^  'ieatira%'fand 
sneh  like^and  jio  remedy  could' be  demised' to  maf^ni 
the  sami,  btilt  to  oauae  that  the  same  base:  M»tte^ 
vhernld  be*  current  for  no  morb  thaa  they  ivcm^in 
jiiatvaltre.  For  everfi  m«A' of  the  JeafitunxferstfliHih 
tftg^;  byone  mealnS;Dn]Dtber.kniew  thata  Testcir  fwa^ 
not  i^orbh^  sfac'  Pence,?  tier  'the!pt^ee  of  Two^peiace 
vra9  w4rth;  so.  mil ch^  and  tberefore  no  man^ would 
gimd  gladly  tiaat  thing*  farhieb  was,  and  ever,  bad  been, 
.leaith*  six  Fence,  for-a  Testoo^  but  wouhl  rather 
require  *t wo  Testbns  Ci  and  'So  ta '  thing  being  worth 
ssBilPenoei,<  wds  bought  and  sold  either  for  two  Te^ 
taxn,  or  -onb  and!  arhalf,  which'  i4ras  in-  reckoning 
twelve  or  nine  Pence,  and  now  every  Tcston 
tbeing'fooAght^Aitb  the  jnst  valncj^  it  must  tieeds 
tftdldw  ^  that  one  sfabUi  bay  of' another  hereafter  that 
for  fonr  Pence) Halfpebn^r,.  which  wsis  went  t6  cost 
siiif 'Pence.  And: when  tb6G[^ston  shall  be  brought 
into:  fine  Silwrv  then  aball  aU  tni^ln  be  as  desirous  to 
jndl  r any  i^are  fon^sncb  finS'  Monies,  as  Ihiey  have^  of 
laie  bisMilotbfaiid/iiiiwflling  to^ell  any: thit^ifor  tb)e 
base  Monies,  except  tbey  nright  have  had  twice  as 
much  of  the  base  Monies  a,s  they  were  wont  to  have 


of  the  'fine,  ar  else  that  fet^eeewity  ihey  l?^ere  drit^'ri 
to  sell  the  same.  ...  ..it  jr.': »  . 

^^ Bjrthi^  Efieao* alsd,  noifri  that thte  bbs6 'Monies 
arebrdught  totlicj^  justArtft^er'tAA  that  ctery  matt 
shall  bav^'  fine  Momie^  ^riheth^  aH  'poor  people 
that  lived  of  theiivharid labour,  as  vteU  artificers  in 
cities  oar*  town s>'  ^s-'labourers  in  husbandry,  or  met| 
that  todo  diydtaM  wbges^  either  by  land,  by  sea^  >  or 
by  fresb  waters; '  atid  all  mean  gentlemen  that  Kred 
but  lipon  pensiDM  and  stipends,  and  all  soldiers  pxid 
servj^g^tnen,  ;that'  ii?ed  upon  sdde'^  and  ''wages, 
sbail ,  bfl^e-  th/db  >  perisifotis,  stipends,  sbtdes  and 
wageS) '  iidw '  paid  <  iii  good  and  fine  Moniiiss  amd 
thereMitb-attallibuy  niore  hecessaries  fcn^  their  suir- 
tenteticn' than  ebnld  afere  be  bought  r  who^dnrely 
bai^ng^iemtofore  after  thcTate  of  twenty  ShiHitigfi^ 
twenty^i  SMIllngs  eight  Pence,  five  Nobles;  forty 
Sbmiag9,ifca!tr  M«rks,  five  Marks,  foot  Pdonds,  five 
Poonds/  twenty  Nobles,  and  so 'upward  by  tiie  year 
piud  t&  them  in  these*  base  Monies,  could  indt  have 
so-mneli'  vietuad,  appuel,  weapon,  amkoar^  hbrses, 
or  such:  tifae,  with'  the  said  stipend,  b^  moi^  thfor  a 
fouttb  pert,'  as  they  now  shall  have,  because  iHdeed 
the-  said*  base  Monies  wer^  df  themsdnres  no  more 

worth.        ■•        '■••'.        -r.      •     .  .    -'     >,'.    .%.     '^i,* 

"  By4ht8  refornJation  also  of  bwise  J^ontes::ahaU 
nece^arily  follow  a  wx>te  profitable  account  belwisot 
the  Monies  of  thii  tesAm  aad^qf;  oilier  cotmtrie«>,  and 
thereby  4j|e  account  \tliich  ty  merchants  is  tiaUed 
the  Ex^bange«hal)  also  tfme  in»  estisi&tton  lof^the 
Monii^s  of  v£nglai»l,  ih'^  snob  sort  as  hi  fermen  tinsos 
hadahb^nr ^i|d  the  fore^  commodities  ttherejiy  alsb 

2  Soldiers  pay,  from  the  French  Sould,  an  ola  word.    Cot- 


f  .t «-» 
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^1$Si^^-teii»^i^#^l^^  tll«<b^j&fili  6f  all  such 

ibtk^^^ttUft  rfj&Stei'^^dH:-t:6UMcler«d,-:tbe  gmtttt 
number,  and  especially  the  poorest,  shall  have  moM 
^WfeSfebaky^l4eiliab5|[,5^  "yeijntiftfdsJsilfch?  ttal^H  a^  have 
<b^iP^iAtfej%  bt^^e^|}i»gr«^/^8li«i4>^lttv«'4ikO'  (if 
^y  #flf <ic($tt^de^4:faciin«feMg>  ifb^rtn^  profit  «iid 

'>M^e"i«ai^'ihy(  havei  aiitiir  dtli  orf-twroi  modths, 
tot>  %ei«^« t ^(6««e{it; ^  <»nly '  <lt& Jti(Atctr' irhieh  i^ atth 
^f^  %'iidahl)»-Meidg.J  i  >tiAtidi;^i*Mrdfo#e>  •!«  .fsi^..iM 

liii'i\\MW  tHiri^fb^te4b*t^bftk'^t::He  ravy^uppcise 
^^''1^ 'haih'ile^fMbfk^y  Atya»ii^pa»it;<<l^dtt«bqli<l|e 

^lAi^M^m^^  9&ih^  Jilllji^^MintUwifiti^.  Me- 

ii}k,  ^hi^^^fe'itrt»4i  of  gm3fooob9»uU«l^e«htfd, 

Ihl  «ib}i^=^hdlifi«  ^W#^dt^  ^«iie#d)3r^ii;)kttn^>khDar 

^r l^r tvi^iv^gaii  ^hjif  1' bedtb^ifioe Modies Ansodh 

'^  |)t^<1i^^:h<it«  Laa'iduieh)  itiMbMonie^><)a;-th9iMiDt 

f>SfttY'^15tl^Mei^4riU)ce^r5ritii«U  ooghV  tovthdnk 

-^{ni]^1^Qdj>t^ailid  mtiy;1if&>to  sed  tbe  IttoBoir 

^Sf^^^CT^^fUiuil^pantyivetnMrei^d^^htenito^i^e 

-^S>'{/nid^<^  (topper,' '  i)^i«e^«$  dtingsuamend^rall 

people  to  be  more  able  to  live  of  their  wageii  ^inity 

'*#bi^'^^i^%^(toH[tltjSffeitev>  /i  ^di  finaUy)  thw<tr£to- 
''iini'^f'tMi'  \:^atim<i<^he^'Sa^9r  aadf  iGoldy /asifynas 
' ^ilhSfM^iti' 6uV'46ieh\batri^ia^'  and.  tot  af  <Bfmkand 
",(5^pir,f"hkaidtmta*iay^ttieti^nAt  ckBRUn«iiliej>tiiat 
''h6r«R)^->ftil»i  ^^§s^  ehsdei  Which  ^isUt/dbfdJe^h 
might  be  declared,  and  for  all.the  same,  no<:|p8»fto 
-any,  bthe^whefclvrtiniopinion^atntbeibegiiiiuAg)  not 


/  *•  •• » 
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cine,  and  in  the  taking  feel  somf^^l^^wnwis ^t^y^ 
thef«b}r  mooyter  health  aild>iiitr^$lg)(hf  #Acl  j^v^  their 

t|in6<i4vheia'g^QiitbHig9db94^  ^<|,//rtjbwDplted> 
ithe  0evi^  tOe^UMiot^ ')iy  h?tid^^^/9>  )Sfnf|^,v  bat 

^cHtuaefchrttiei^ eii^qi><|0'bfi  deje^t^iir ^!hh9 def^j^ 
aAtiiMst^m  iTher^Nt  it  ia^qne^t^di^t^qo  ipMm?r 
ftiS^^Ho€fifiv^$iky\cH4it  tb  auob  a^ # hall  jSfM»(^ abcf^ 
ntJhj^tntistvnat.fil&Mteifdilkent  of::ld^  Jiloney^  or  .»^U 
/{iratmdv^  ib  fifeq^rtQ7bi(  ^^efltt^r  :^ii  iip^fQ  ,burilfHi9)Q8 
•4bqqf  kvmn  dRQr^itthU]^jthi9i#ffiW(lpHq^^    isj{sa.[fu% 

dMd(rfiiiMe$r>iM^9in;!yrth^  ^)Sl4pM[iWftf  be 

fiMiacMljf  ritisiJMfck^rKhiM  bwoM$ttf»4^X  mvy  i^lW 
JthdserMMin^idooottliiig  to  h^r  PiyH^lAifQfi^m  ^tb- 
t  oaH  lifAyimicb  r^gml  46q9^  9»^  fnlighll;  9Nt>yf|f  ilfi§i^  J;9  <f|9r- 

ibeanit^^rilkitit  0ii!tb^4tbeC(«it)i^i!.;t^i;^n^f  ^M^  $0 
.  jiiM33?^<i»1ae4^aar>Mdefvl  t^tblis^rTi^liiH^^f^i^g  fiet 
^a*?riWoi  Pi^ooe  FMthit^>aildj'h^»M^tty/igiYJpgrtt 

fceroMbrt^  foi»f  etei^^ f pound) < Mi; tibeiAo^^yH^r^^^lyUl- 

3lmgsy>Biid/  tlrt-e4^  Pence  iitn^/tew^nib^ 
•'^FatjiBrianDrejIifaab  €be}^^H  b^^^|€|ft;t>  l)^ng>j(Mlted, 

^uMSQitl|ai.berMftje»fy^lfc«to  «l4i?!^^9b^!^mf  l9rl^^s 
i6it>wii  ndU^er^ined  any<>»WhgtbjriWy(jC©iiWgft;ffv>r 

^ireaieA^^Wttl  trot  tarn  (;^eiii^tiQ^jbd<^l(^|sQ;/th6flirWi^t' 

lilj^lrefobvitMsrhettk  ^ot^ite  btfMiftt  k»niiej|^»ti9A<I 
»^peojHevt  ,omo^    tot  f(c  lot  l>nB  .b'^-ffih^b  ^d  M;^' 
r  ««4A^ qf)lb  ^he'epioiotijof'^m/lpmpd^li^  X^fitlic^  loss, 
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#toim  ^<ei  "b^  l^^totfs  te  !iralu«d  but  at  two  l^ene^ 
f!^i»thi!i^^i  ii(4M!igby'8ti€h^a#' biive  skull  aeem  io 

Jbirte  tbe>gre2^esrt k^itid 4ol)iS'Wielitknd reasonably 
^)9trued'lind  taken  of'siH  ifien,  f^r  that  there  hath 
fs0t  hy^^oieiid  late  nlacte  and 

tetellprdv^d,  been 'above  a-  jiidtb  part  oonipared  to 
thb  cipher  baib  Mdniei  of  the  Bame^  ^rt  6f  Teetom 
Oam4diln  1^  Mtfita  of  tbb  realms'  tod  at^thliGohFi- 
a^  of  tbesflime  base:  Teetdfeis  n6w  valued  at  two 
j^eiii^e  'Farthi*irg,  which^wal^  donoiin  the  ^time  of 
th6  •  Wars  ■  hereti^ibre, '  there  v^ere  set  thisreto  ■  certain 
mpirka^  as  a  litNfi,  a*  rcxsfo,  a  flour  de^luce^  ioi<  a'barp, 
called  -  the  pri^jr- '  marks  of  »»cb '  a« '  *^ere  then 
Masters  of  the  Miht5  ^whic^  ako  be  spedfl€d4n  the 

^^  For  th4.t)et4er  uiT4erkandi<ig  Widreof^  4^  be 
in  Jiie  end  of  this^docl^atii^ns^  certain  ^tatops  or 
p'rints,^  of  every  kind  of  the  satne  base  Teston^)  with 
thtir.said  ^eveiial:  marics;  to^theunl^iit  that  >eyery 
person  lookifngi  and  beholding^  ^e  same  pt'in t^  ma^ 
the  better  j4idge .  and  ^dllc^iti  the  i^tiiev  from  the 
oth^f  that^:.be  fitted  atifou^  Bsnoe* Hal^nnyy  al-* 
th^mghaf  the  «ami&  be  vt^elt^considered^  the  k^lour  of 
the^saiid  btiS^Taftbn  w9il>shofr  theibaieae^s  tl^rdof : 
lind '  beeliwe  li€hr>  Maj^ty  m^netb'  tof  ^se>i}er  siife^ 
jects  w  mnch  aa^pbssibl^ttiaiy  be/  she  is^  pietfsed}to 
command  her  :0£i<^fs  in  iim*  Minty  t^at  ^here 
there  be  man)^  ooMfteH^i^H^e^onSj^^  w  were 

miftde  by  eountesfoit^)-  Wbin>  "^  ^ekons  'Wi^e  at 
the  value  of  twelveiteitee:«{iliecej'  ^nd  skidevtijso  that 
they  were  decrei^  to  ^  si^ ,  Penpe,  ^nd  by .  e$tifna- 
tion  w^re  sOvia»ade.^as,;theytdid  coarfi^in  <3di)Qi*tt.two 
Pence<  Farthing  or  thereaboiits  m  Silver.  They 
shall  do  their  endeavour  to  receive  iand  try. such 


CQipd^rfi^y  and.  diall  gi^  .to  tbt  Mlq^tff  either 
for  m^y  s«ch  couxitet-feit  Awo  .  P^vnee  F^rthmg, 
or  9Q  nmth  good  finie  Maiiiet  a$  tbentin^  cotiii« 
terHtM^  ftbtU  iQOfitain  in  J^lven;  wbereby .  the  people 
shaj]  be  mliwed^  of :  .8«icb  loss  ia  some  ptai  for  cbinv- 
teirffits^  af  in '  no.  reolm  wy  Prinoe  either  /bath  •  or 
ougsitt  tb  4o.^  And  for  this  and  lor  4H  the  rest  of  the 
coHifciiioditiea  thereof  Kkely  to.  ensue",  her  Mnjcatjr 
/  trvuitetb  her  most  honotiiTahlf  good  ineaningi  shali  be 
enbmeed  of  all  her  good  loving  subjects^  and  eveiy 
pemen  wi^h  good  wili ^ ' fidlhy ield  to  bear  a.  small  bor^ 
de«tibr  a  liine^'  to^  ayoidt  a  peipettMil  laod  endlesa  t^ 
pm($ion'«  Qot  ^mlj  <kf  them  selres  •  and  4ii^ir  postecitjr^ 
htti} £ik<^fttbe -whole  ^ooiimdtawiaftL  /  .,1.  t..  .j  .  .; 
^^  Given  nnder  the  Queen's  Majesty^s  Sigwfc^  at 
her  bof»0qtnef-Hai|tptoR  Coort,  the.  ABihtof  Sep- 
teymi^i,  .thffL'seoond  3^rwr.of<  JiOr^.Majestly^'a  nrigtf, 

>  jKfomilifass  iI>i!claration  »(virliidi  itfiginmi  M.  length 
on.faccounA ,of  ifae  ;vor)L citrlotls  iii(Hrn)artkm>  it  ^eoo^ 
tains) tk'8ppoar»  thist  the  first,  steps. hii|^aTdttise  ro<- 
f<«:fnaticln'>  offtlei  ba^  Goitis/vremi  feKtvemelyr  ua^iot* 
puliirk  'HwlW^mtjii^9^9m%  to  baW:beed)v)}rycaAlri> 
ciims  tot  obviote'theiofc^eeli(it)a/tQ(tbe  hmaiiii^aBd. 
m^h^  espe<^aVyihi6seriwhbbrofj^a(tfid  i0f 
o^tpl^niary  losa  th^ialkordMs^ofciineaiinriQneaBi^oe 
it^is^b^t  tbring  ujtfti  ilhfena^  Tbc^tAtgumfenbi  jviuoh 
.sho>nse4  fbAr  thisupuil^se>^t«i»e  not/iicadbulxtedtiQ 
pr^pdfieo  tboielisi^t  inteodediy  ^odiitiK'probahle  that 
t^i9 ;  ndiirnmrs  -  <lf» i  iJh^  ,.4iscowketit6d  /subjccls'  tvefe 

**^^iAs  sutoknarjr  waH  ptihtW  ^k  isk)/  quarto  b.  1.  ahd  re- 
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regbraiaedl.nwre  by  the  ^igid.of-  berjioirer.thaa.by 
^  the  ttreb^'of.^  teajniiiog^^  '''"        . 


y    T^  *"**  Engli^h^^^ad  0911^1^^.;^^  ,qM»ii(ities  of  the 

/^.vs;,/  M^,  inciting  or.canyin|r  qui  (^I^Tmlilf..,  Aatj^pivc- 
■'^,*^-'-/^-  tice  WM  not  cl^l^  j^^jdi^  i^jj^^^  wl^eh  they 
^/A  y *-^  were  made*  correct,  b^j.tl|^,jPi^fjl|tWB,,  .(^Mftb 

i^  i*/  ^  ■«»»«  to  W  l^n;f9«iifwJjjiJij|l^Q^4hf^rtMriil»^ 
//       ^^^  -worth,)  it  was  found  necessary  to  issue  anof^^K.-fn. 

/4<ir^  "^  ^^  **^  9^^*^.^  %te«W»  «bJJ*  4f<*»«*itM>e 

"J^.    felony to'>"y«\'a^'^.»^«^ ^M«>» W#H^t^i^Hii((», 
•^       -^^  -^or  to  blanch,  or  ^^^tf/f^^^ii^ilffs^r^^^^^ 

^^  /iri<.  X.    one  piece  of  ]Wojn^^j.  ^f,j^.|;^](i|B](»l9«PMt^«|im 

.^u^  .^r*«.of  Monies  out  of  the  R^^^j;^(p^g^(;(19$d«pilJb  Ibe 

y;!t  ^i^  A^«*»8e  of  the  .^ijf^,if*|^^faoiBp|t^^i^HJ<in^<)r 

/^^^^^^*Tlate,  or  to  utter  th^j49|)if^^t,j^i§|l»^f;«4illl«ftJifaMi 

\e    ^jC^  ^^^  '**^'  '^^ ♦.?9?^^f:*'^.!M?P.«i^4|P.ahm*lt'be 

Ta  /  #  "'^ccordinij  If  ..the  Ja^l^,;jji%f?h<wit ; #«9geni ^tb <he. 
*^       ^^    panishp4  i^Q.Jik«|  j^iyill^  ^y^i{^»ra^^ 

^  ^*  -*-:  should  be  89  .fi^fi^'  |a^^  &«9g^  ,|jlw«fbed,.i>«te 
/a^  •il^iC  tared,  br<)kep,,^|,lj|^,,^r^t<^'W.!tV-PPwilW: 
/i^  .«*«^  and  gotten  by  .fi^i|ng^|^^MLj>urpfMi:  .41HJI  iC^kii 
^  iU*^4*v»»««  should  ^,pn3^.%rtjypq»n^hft4h9«*fcbt|w^ 
.4:^/^  4.^^»  n»«ch  of  Ijcji^jj;^^^,^  ^9Hlf|4nal9%u«^fa|it«|ik; 
•A^  ^.^;  "nd  aUo  the ;  fg^^  ^mUffm^^  «»'t  «Mft.  vfilrf 
•,  ^  iL.  **»^«w*  P*»on  «^  tbp  WWf^^^  ^  •      '"   ^^      '"; 

^^  i>A*^M**^.  \  Til  jiiiM'*i  >*iii^''  <*^o>*«tBr**'«^'^o>M|i^v  Witfl^' 

;^  Z^  ^,  "~  la»*wli  (|n«|i|i|>Qi«i>h-^.ii«afp>>  Silm^m$Bait 

^^  Eogtand,  rol,  V:  p.  496.]  ^  .,,.-    ,^^  vn.-^"3l!i«lt 


BLIZX^CTft.         '  83 

W  9900  *«t»€t}^'* 


for  cbing,  infailHM^  or^giMi9ig'^$(^'to~id^'fnvlwng 
fttraade  itMk'tmfil^\^'6t  in  any  Uba't  dr  vmmV 


upon  iearcn  tiw 

iilMher  itibilKPhaV«  ^  hklt^  and  tfie  6fScer  should 

n^- ilflbfrtfthh  do6dbtit;  dikclote  fbe  hiqie  oC  tBe 

All4Aei!M><b  ilrh&itt  ««  ^z^  of^relid.'ate'  &c.' 
fa<lM[Kfei^''<k<'««'  'cfeH^i|i  bf  aoy  (at^  ot  market, 
wilfc<itMhfMMiM} -^  1lifef¥hx!f4niati<q;!;to  see  that 
a»  ai4telfy^«idCtttl«.w^  to»  at-"rea^nabl4'  pH^^i;' 
and  dMF|!(Mi'tiyie  Vbb^it: '  '  "  '''  '  -  '  '*' 
.  '  Jm^UtH^m  df  %MV  W«re  mjui^  to  see'  that  tMi 
PnMltflHMlAol  ttr^'udnr'tjiraen^. ' 

-AttlMNMaill(^<Arfi(4i  iVbiiMe  and  ^iqakt  had  ari^n 
&w»i«lwi  <MB(Jiiltf  dflffiitnkg^^^iiig  the  YaitQns  of 

tiie'lMe  Frael/mir^ff,  aod^pttfiKi  add  stamp  oif' 
tfaHiaid'TeMoHs  t)f  bro  Fetide  i^tfilfn§^lJI^  lat^ty 
bfM  wi^mith«$ta(>Hnl^^(»fcr  -Mapt^rthet^fore  dr- 
dhicdH  l*ct  tHMM  her  X^  bTtorfdbh'  Should  'he' 
iqipfitflM^  bfMdtt  tfril)«ltfaytJr;;V-sundi'y  o^n 
IdMft  )(»rflir«i«y,  -c^ifT  faouest,  4it61til,Jind  'sllif-i 
fet'p«Mlkitj'lb  i>i«<ir«tMf  eokiddfrr  afl  tinniii^  K*^!?^' 
toB»  that  aiMHiid  be  %Krag{rt'^tb'inien,~4tiiffilK>w 
wladi.werct.  ««d.  oa|^  ia-bi^  •flf.^ii*  miat  ittftobr 

HaBpeaiy.  inlh  tin  mark  of  a  portcuTlis  before  "the 

VOL.  til.  D 
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tkt^Jiihg,%}*itsLtjtbfd  saQie.migbtihe  hett^  kn^ffrn  ; 
and  if  the  same  order  should  be  foimd  Wi^QJmy 

^^JTb^'Fwlctewi^tiw.  fllftted,>^  «iak« 

l^m§»d:  o|  idl^iiou  felea  ^tising  (fi5§ffi  tt  l^,4?<we  iCtf  oniea; 
li^^Majfiitybftd  ^ir^dyfrb»g}W4i^;<j0ii>age.frf  fi^ 
Manfy  «r>^e?TowCT  of> JL-0i|<k)n>v?ii^,  W^^M,  with 

tws^ydJiy^^^^haM^iSofii^aneyc^'^^^  ^^d 

fpf^(y^^Tre^ftei#)<J.^be  fjttrthw  f a5|%4if  ^.  ^»a^ai,.liei- 
Majesty  meant  also  to  send  into  divers  part^  thereof 
suMi^t^uantities  of  fiiie  Mbtifes,  6f  CdW  and  Silver, 
to  be  expljai^ed  fpr  (be  said  base  Monies,  and  until 

tli^  tlw^^lver  ^M«ljes^  ^«>f*bte4.^  npt  but  4iatv  hw 
kiviiig  MbJQctK  ii»MiyCrbfiariwith>spix^^^  double 

therein  ut  the  first,  considering  the  groat  cDmm<)dity 
thaf  thereafter  jilaittly  and  speedily  wo«ld  arise. 
Mijjf  a^j  f;^r7  li^ajest^^  seen   it  necessary  to 

tMviS§  rSfe:iteWii^<>fti^  rn^^y  ^^^^^  ^.the 

tine/  «a)4teiflra8»  «teeefesai)yj^di^  the  forergn^GoId  .cur-^ 
rent  **^rA  «tte'¥eif hi^^liw*ld  lie  bf  ^itel  value  ^tb 
the  t^old  oftb^  r^alr^;  It  was  tlier^^^ 

Bw-gtindmfw^JK^»w^io^^^Kreaci^43^^  iilh^p,45ii  r-s 
-i^nt  *  in  *«iv  fthiWng!*  stofid^fcrtir  Fen«e«^'8biwrf<*  (roofer 


ten  Peace^;  ,^fipo  pain.  that.  wbtt^PQyWcnSbwldiJH^^^^ 

'     c  s«c  Silver  Coin%  PlMe  1X;N<*«  U'^nd  15;. 


ELI2AJbSirH.  S5 

thesMne  aft  tiny  Ili^l^^U^^t^M^sbOMid'lfaiPMk^  md^ 
or  tiaiisport  the^mviiei^fMsxMi  mWtr  4ikp^pQiKMi«> 
meilt  as  dbb^  tliecitionedi?  QCi  Jiike'  ciiiBe8,::for^  any 

In^<»>^8^(jueiie^  dfl^^feflkKsttdnM^^  the  current 
value,  of  the  Pistoletl^tt^  tUl9>IVodlanMfon>  certain 
£kAm  df  %fbrib^  HMe'Weredv>c«i)a«ed  as  IPtstolets 
«^d^g«t1gfU)Akh't'P^p)e;? '  It  wiis  ftberefore  ordered 
ihM  tbe4by^foJi^owitig}€bil|^  mitjr  ^duM'be  derrent 
ais  f^isbletr  aft  five' Shittttigs  and  ten  VeHcexvik. 
m&  btHhe  King  of  Spaiti^s  Coin,  one  of  Venice, 
and'  'bt)e  ®P  Plbreiice,  th^  p(5rtraits  ^f  which  were 
j|iiMiyMtl^«lfe'niia[rgin<o{  a  Proclamation  that  was 
>^hA?d  ilf^^tt)te)^of 'Nbi/einbc(rTh'the«^^  yeaiA 
A^^tti^^Mt^  thdse  who^had  ^cMnl^y  receivied 

The  date  of  the  9tiv  of  October  is  ad^ed  in  M§. 
IQ 'the  inargin  are  pictures,  in  wood,  of  the  Testobs  marked 
Willi  th^'^rtbiciiiis  a'nd  greyhound.   TheiMiht-mkrk  o!?the  {kirt«> 


em^;  tifet  ef  iIm  Oi^jiuMindi  a,li«i  fmsant 

Thisi,J^|Vgli(matioi9,  awl  .tj>aj  which^  ^roijj«5^i^tp)iy,.preficdc^  it, 
are  referred  to  by  Hoiinshed^  tc^ther  wUh  some  additions  and 
alterations,  the  authority  for  which  iliave  not  been  able  to  traccv 

'He^JLys'^hkt  t^  giifeei^ '^  ptlbmiM^ i»rb<^hti^ialk^  Oh  Mi- 
charimisieelrea  ji)«n!iye  oo^li^dlat/tiBKlMna  eoued  for  twelve 
Pf>f^a^^^h|9fe^eaf  j^nglf^JV^/^a^^  PriJtjIwnation 
tQ  ttx^||^^)^H^d,l|Q^V  ,£»^bV^  the  best  sort  marke  J 

with  the  porlculei^)  be<nirrant  fpr  four  Pence 'Hal  fepeoie:  the  se^ 
cbnd^dfk^cfWkhWe  gi*ehioimd  for  tSl(^6fH^nc^^ 

and  ^<m.^'^bn  ti^^tikktked^iifAiSAT^>n0it»hbAimui  at  aU,.  nor 
rmmm^  4^  JUite  vi|tow>  -9i4  i6r)>th  A%  barpiiiM^illrf o«^  t  mto^  Penoe, 

voL  II-  P*4^9Sy    This  Statemejiit  has  been  adopted  hy.Stov 

a'ndiC^el^^^^ 

d^Ai^dg,MiiiPSi»h'6tt^^^^^  and  the 

brasenPenny.tQian/Hal^peniijFairthing;.,    [I^ake>  p.  934.] 

D   2 
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4tiie<:dih^%b6iMiehlSoii^i4ie¥'Majeny  was  pleased 

toi^^  'Itfto?  thtftjr-iix  podfi*  by'tale'J'  Mn.  into 
AjifMo^  Sbvierdgtis  at^KiMjfMSMf  Hiigtf^  ^^,  or 


'cofnlil'fi)t64htr^-thre«-^oUTid8  by  lalVtKaftftjItJto 

oV  i^tJ^-^k'Half-Sovet^igrig  at  teti  Shftlfngs;  «Jr  6he 
jiuncl'HBii  'aha  ■  thlrt^-tivd'Crtrtivns  at  five  'ShiWrfgs. 
Aiifl  ¥pot^h'^i\^Vofthe  «ld  ^aiidfefd 'SHver  ff, 
tifali^,  ^of  ^ffeVeti  buiicfes  two  penny wei^'U  fhe;and 


-  *    ' 


T^^g'^BF'SlmlVP  ??  ^.^  ^^^TT,  ^^  ^*^.^  Society  ,rf  Anliflua. 
fieejf  in  a  coevathaivd.    The  uortraits  not  drawn. 


neeH  m  a  coevaL^naivd.     ine  ungrtraits  not  drawn. 
'^i^^'&U]^c6p\i^^^  liable,  V #,  %?»tt>v&iaes 

iTi(|rilL4id(Uvc»|AlolyJSa^  4Hja0os^(A>dlns 

^rbetfcl^^^e  (J^^  ag|fl4,f98?^j^,JfMthv^^l^ro(5pn^^^ 
ii£.$ht^SillJGr  CqjpiB,  :8s  ^y  that  «)easure  she  "'again  rendered  the 
two  metab,  of  \vhich  our  Corns  are  made»  of  different  i^d^  un- 
equal staod^fdf if>ip  rt^Gi^  f^ggic^icneeforth  ^A^e^  !«K9lfQ^  lot  of 
Shet^WWe  *j^aa»9qTti§^  oi^y^fO^  ^Inf^^ieii^i.  *n^  fag^t^  jytaabn , 
their  relieve  values  cannot  now  be  so  easily  coDipafjod^**^  <  A 
mai^inal  note  viirfts  itetdJignfellterf^JSWItoitaWtAi^  jOf  tliis 
opitli>fl.:5!te6lli9.^qsMfer  .to.Mr,.L«wil*MB^  H¥!i.k>lA*ip(>as 
hot  rofernrt  ^(l^ib^if^filfgfitiij^lf)  j^  1«,  i£9^  he 

found.  9rfj  e:^ilf«f^  ytxr^   e^  c^-zu   cTiftolf  nt  ai  do/.'i  • 


twenty  HalF-Shillings,  or  a  proportionabJi^jl^ugfWr 
of  l^iMKIt  :3uai^-$hHUi«8,  Half-Gco^t?^  tf{«ee- 
Halfpeptij!  pteces,  p6^c»;4aI|dThl!ee-Fer^ 
,  It^i9^pTl^aM49,<ii^Yi9veF^  diat  jth^  C^if^ag?  accord- 
ing to/ ;t^  ,Kn4^tiiTe  ^ifl.iiot  take  jilacejoimedi- 
«te^»  *%t!^  ihirfpnt|iij:ef|!fy  receiving  .the.  base  Mp- 
nies,  9V^  of  Vjhich  ||,  ifi^s^^bat  tf)ff  Cpin^^ 
lbrQi£4f  i)9rftf|at»^p9n^^^e,j>th  p^  Dec^ipbei:,  fol- 
Ipwiog^  {t  waf  ii^aife  wi^  T^™^?*  Fleetimooi^>  Unr 
d^f-Tfea^m^ iof ibeMint  in  the  Tov^r.Qf.l^Qpdon^ 
wbqf(y>yeiiantod  ^*  tq^a^e]inta  bis  hm^h  by  mnir 
bar  aD^  rtalei,  all  4su4)  base  Money  .of  her  Highnesses 
Coia,  ^.§n  furrent,  a^  sb^tdl  be  petft ,  jfi  by  ,-tier 
High&fsa^pr  ber  subjjects,  ^u^  after  sucb  ;i;al^]^  ,^d 
valMs^tTwere  ajiftointed  ^in  .ti^  ,late  PrpclaA^fition^ 
giving  Bilk  for  the  «ame.  Apd  the  mme  (h^  to 
refine  and  convert  into  9terline  Monies  of  Silver ; 
viz.  into.  Shillings,  Grptes,  i|a^j[;pjrojte^  find  jfep- 
uiesy.o^  the  sfeudard  of  elevep  Q^njq«i|  ^1^9  pepny- 
waghts,  &c«  ^ 

For  the  c6nvef ting  thi*  b^ste'Mohl^'hitcy  ster- 
ling there  was  a  separate  lV£lnt  >n  tbelfower^  which 
lasted  about  a  year ;  and  a.CQe»pnJ^^ioq:,)f {^  iffiven,  m 
of  thfip  base  .M oku^s  reeeinfed^iintoi'ttlie  'Mitifc*.  from 
\fleUii«I^tis''l^tf  t«  Michaetrtia^  15«i,  witl» 'the 
chaf^es  of  ifeV^ii^^^^^s^^P^  ?*  miy  be  seeh'beftJWK 


\ 


» 't»     •< 


of,<lMiitf(^v«MJ  (rtiSiAiKntt  ^  .=. .....  .^4 . « i . . . 'esa;iu  le  6r 

TotMM'theaiajfafogfMeMMiflBj  }MMuid«veight>444;4|6i     - 
"Which  U  in  Monies  current  at  sixty  Shillings  the 
ipoand  weight 783,^48    O    6 
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chief  4ll!vi8§ft  ifihii  immre! !  th^  tcild'tft^  Qt^i^ 

The  Cbarffes  of  Coina£^.  .^     '  ^  i 

Pence  the jjound  weight ,  -  ^. .......  .  .j. . ,  ,7,lf28j  16,   Q 

Nec6sda^ies,  as  coaTs>  coining-  irons,  etc.,  - 3,848    2     8 

RieijfM©fe«lf'^;HSfth.tti«K'ftk  fo^^  %00g    *'  '7 

Sum  total  of  the  charges  aforesaid,  s^jpountinff  to^  1^,983  .^  3 
Cr4Cia)^f|IB|^^S«9d  rii9(fo&i(ffltlieit0iil]t64dysd6.  Mii^M.  but 

IS  Stows  Survey  of  London,  1720.     Strypes  ed.  torn.  1.  hh.!, 

Tbefdr«i^ictf^<^lki6!i%iisi^^ti^f^'is^4  td^  Ha4^}l^tf  ^ktfiM^tc^^ 

fimlfeJg^)f^y4iijojl»ight|aitWm.lf§>radai&^     Ji>4fc^v  The 

hulk ,  o^of  ^ff  ^t^ec^hq^g  A^€5^|jv^j5  j^i^B^^^^^^  Mi^  .^v 

fer#nce  of, weight,  rafter  the  base  metol  had  ^een^ reduced  to 
«4.  ^j  •  j'Jii  J  «ii^^t  Sy^nXc  MU'^'^T  ,ffU  ;7*  X:^  ,n  .fc.- 
standard,  was  no  less  tnan  387,534  pounds.        * 

A  strtdgfe^fefiV?*  t*iW^8f^«SSvrtfkmeA  Wfi6%ei^4  ^ii^li)ye*1n 

melting Hti^c>Jbd[l4-^Ctotliiy  j^afe'lMbM  bf  tfh^lti  feU^^l^ «l9  dtiitth 

\vkh  thf  J^a^fn^v^j^ff  ii^yiff^a4vjj:ff4M>  4ri<lk*in  ».dfead^ 

procured  from  the  Council  to  take  off  the  heads  from  Loridoa. 
Bridge,  and  to  make  cups  of  them,  out  of  which  they  oFiahk, 
and  found  some  I'elief,  although  most  of  them  died.  {Agarde 
0^  SreiJfiigjMh^r^Wiaf i^^s  Cimo^i'Di&oUrses,  vol.  W'.  p. 3^.] 

niesS  arose  TTom  tne  ramei  of  arser\ick  with  wj&ich  the  base  metal 


was  fluxed.  .    , ,         _     ,  .    , 


.'t 


nbtnfmc  w»o»^'tilan  Itte  pa&e  Cesions;  fic;  wnicH  were  redueedNto 
thos^  resp€fA&e  ^HtM,  hi  tbe'  Prockmatiim'  of  the  ^TM^-'^)^ 
September.  -^  * ... .; 


U>  Uie  AotAent  paiity!  nod;  pwityiiM.Mff  SSW«rg*Mi-r. 

.  abort  6i»dsjof;,wit^,»09  Btonti^.M«Ri#f,(J»\tMywjithat 
OQuId  flustain  the  expense  of  a  Monarchy,  but  soAtld 
and-Solid.cours^V  ■  '  '      '--'■ 

-A  medal  wa«  atradk  toiifiC!r|(Mt»«»tl«»44e«rA^J<^ 
thiaevebt.  -On'  the  ObvW9e''ft'bb?<?'1titf 'j^t^'s 

.  boat,  fuU-^ced;  witk,  this  inscription,'  Et-  A,^jjL,t^^ 
OUJSiA.  .On  the,.Revi?r4**rffatiw..i^t^*l?«i|ig' 
tb9-««Ford  afld.  balance,  with  this  l^nd,  bene  con-' 

.STIt^T.VRE'NUBl'Arfll'A''*';  ''"■''    ""  ""'"'  "''''      ''  '"■  "^  '  '■  '"' 

ultAens  fehat;.hiiuauni>ba4.'be^  B^e«i<«bMlSi1}' 
tbatihebHSeTesiorfs  oP'ftJu^Pfetii^'HS  l^i^ift^fWfiiiltf' 
ilOttw'currfiQt  ifti'r  tJie  erjci  ojf  t'^ie  hexf  jati^i^'j-^, 
aria  it  was  fouiid  necessary,  in  order  to -^i^uiefe  rtb|^ 
ouifd^sQ?  thfiipe^plei^  tQ-<is9iieiaiP«e«luaatie»;M^¥n 
tbet  S^dixtf  Deoefnbervr  deoti^i^  tbatt'ftlhthe^^bitstf 
Mfiney  which  had  be^re  decried  ■  df  Ittfef  %f  fi<^^-^ 
mation,  except  the  Teston  of  twp]  P^""^  )^?'^P,'fflS« 
Rhould  ,contiflwe,*nd  becwr^r^ptiBtiHr  «8/iWtpd>y,#»t 
Prpirlwatiaiiy  imbilit  could  be  WtM>ght<to>bhe:Mibt;' 
at  LondcHi  to  be  raebaaged^iik  K^W^'S«ferllt^-M6h^,' 
wtAaHowanc^^^T  tftr^'l^^pc6%"W^dfe 
''finger.;, .V!.':'..^'*..  -J   rr~,'.  C!  n^'.r!>I;"  Ji.^i^  '='lbbH 

loWcks  Desiderata  C(|no8a,\oL|. Jib.  |^j^  JJj  whfijre  tti(}.9i^, 
merit  is  ascribed  to  his  Lorrahip.  i  ..■,  .,-\ -p-i. 

11  Snellings  Mc-dals,  Flale  V.  N"  3.     Her  Majesty  in;^  like- 
wise coiuplimenled,  upun  ihU  occ.ifion,  in  ibe  Prj^iUDbl^jo  Star 
tutes  [Stat.  '>  Eiiz,  eajj.  11.  aod  cap.  '.J?,  Rast^H] ;  iq  Speeches-  ■ 
deliycml  in  ilie  Houie  of  Commons  ^Parl.  Hist.  ,»(^l.JY.|i.  314.];" 

psir'a  rbhtuiuatian  oF  tanquet'sCbronicle^  Hglin^Iied,  Si9Vf„(iic.] 


4P  ANNALS   fV  mU  €01NAG£. 

Farthing  were  intcDded,  by  the  late  ProclaoiMiiiii; 
tqsAN^JoprHbot  pnigiiviiQ  tbetkat  day  df  Janilar3r,  but 
tliat  tbe^itMl^  ^wMB  oriw'eicteiidad  to  >tiire6  tnondia: 
a^ioi^hahfirkM^^idUlritig^vtiiitbitiaie'aH  thatshdald 
b^brottght  Drf  the  Mitit  should  he  >paki  far  in^  puA 
Siiiiar^  ifi^iiib^  VaAciof  ^MirajPinto  Atld^l 

ffmAnsHmm  'cihafg^'  n(it^ii)o>!f«iittt  the  ^aaid  bascf 

bali|)erip%>.aiid  <j)e::Threo«fttrthitigs,^  at  the*  ratee 
aiisddtliytjthQ.  said  bde^I^odaiiiatkiiir  ;!^tid4ik€«i^fae 
tfoe*^()tlMiD:i9afie:  T«tobs,,  of  rtwa^  Fmcei^Farthitlg/:^ 
therBaMe^nrirfsy.'utttittlietiatidaf'OfJai^  « 

dJVboy^t:  tbmjli«ed^  hiih^C^ttiapiitrhlobthttdb^if 
s^iUi^itbiiitibsmdiciiiniig  thblfaBe6fb 
illi^B^begtpnui^^riAhbvw^raArcysttx^      uearlytiiftAr 
former  purity  and  intrinsic  value.     Upon  which  an 
oHFiVjgt^^f  «i6sd^^^  ballad :' 


SllfC 
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iflo  tiSing^c^ifidijfiBg  tbe.belU  atpace ;.       ;»   *.»  ^  r 
vjJ  ^And^'fA-ay  tba*4o»gi'i»ay'ttve hier^Orac^^/  •-'"''' 
imro  ^^-sfb'B^^^  |bfaf  ^een  6f  Iceland.     ^  ^  ^  ' 
-3Tq3irp|p  q^^ij   «  ^  which  waf  so  base  , 

iddiBlsrOQWofifiw-QtiQfiJkdi^itb  i^r^ovi^n^ce^    '< ''i ' 
ladiH  'I'Aiidriiiad^  gf6>6m*rtntiit  Ireland. 


SMMm^i^l ^thewHw  of >i»fi€bB6ac6(£BgIttihv  to  pasa 

<iia)aite4)iilsr^h^V<^f'  t^ilPiM'et^MibA  ^iefif^P^kt'^  <$^f  seen 


in  k^and:  tor > tinkf^iiPoi^^i^^i'jiakaitsi^er^^  also 

tH3fia^^JVft8  iifiiNl  fcir  0alliA|p(m4ho  baae  Mniiaiil. 

cawtdfAo  Jbil  Doi^ed^  irir'flde  stdMbngtMoai^^Mcfa 
qw^tily  a^s^bciiog  add9d'l(xoliberfii»Manits  coined 

iftrithertunee  i)f  herniate  deaf  ibmt^EicKJaridiMteiV'I^ 
S^|Mi^td^«iid/:Qiieai»  MmY^.  aa.  fir  ^^xcnded  the 
qiia9^tity>  pf  MpiiieB<uied««f  antieiit  InnQa  in*  Am 
FMlaa  j  labd  ibcmfocc^  »by  advioe  iad'goad'^ddibam- 
tt9%^blldji  utitb  h^  Cttontol,.  thoi^htMMleaiifcyy  tkf 
proceed  ^ot  tbft  dimiaiitieil  vfdcMaiu-ilttR  >McHiiea 
y<lMfetmiiiiog'minpcn*  witfakl  bbr  madaiii:  jAmd^l^e^' 
CMie  j|[^<^MiqQttjr^deaitedinQ|hin|(<noTOll^^  d»^ 
oimtg^  i  -bar  anb|MliH^  •  aoit  apeciilljr  hmr  <  poov  oMn^ 

o  Simon,  p.  37.  The  weight  ,o^  these  Irish, $^Uiiy|^,tbq|iad. 
be  seventy-two  grains  each,  provided  they  were  of  the  san^e  fine- 
ness as  the  English  Shitting,  whfeb  then'  weired'  9^  grains. 
Si^on  has  diminvhai  Ibis  '#e%ht  «d  ii^ftty  ^UW 'imd  one 
quarter,  fx^fl^'a  nusfoao^ioK^  ofr^mijfim^^  ¥>;  A{a]yiidb*s  Lea 
Mercatoria,  p.  305>  w^iich  he  jn^sg^i^ed.  tp  i^lf^^^tp  tl|ese  Coios, 
but  which,  in  fact,  refers  to  the  bas^  Harpl^hillji^^Sr  >  Se«a  rejire* 
sentation  of  these  Cloins  in  the  Supplement,  l^art  li.  Irish  Coins. 

Camden  ctpedes  ia^^ery  hSgfa  teritis  df' fhift^Coinifi^ :  **  PtiuUbq; 
postpiobAQi  prt^miwrn,  ^f»am  «te0liagam  ip«attiai/yro'Hiber« 
niae  regno  proct^it,  ep  ralm,  ut  J^lfdua  iMi.dfUiiiQ^ia  Hilier* 
nia^  et  ix  in  AngUa,.y$Jeret.  l^^I^^um  i^ane ^<^ .e^in^QTan* 
dum,  'quod  nee  Edwardus  sextus  potuit,  nee  Maria  ausa>  post- 
qtnlm  H^tiMons  ifiir  pbcuriito' 'primus  Re^m  Anglise  subn- 
nnttipKtp  Qottgnffc  «c^  ilideicirii  aacbessoriM,  )>6^uIk|«4l«too6.^ 
[Annales  Eliz.  sub  anno  1560.] 

l^er    At  the  end  are  the  titles  of  Prodamations  In  the  TCigH 
of  James  1.  ending  with  Sept.  10,  in  hit  16th  year. 


42  ANNALS  '  Oft  'BBft  COINAGE. 

mQMltyii<9/^alknttqiiarJD€(lmrdeA  her^m/  it  was^of^^ 
cbirM^tyitfaal^  a^W^NdtktdaycofiApstt'^  iiMt'feUo^^ 
ing,  (fttdite  fwca»  fhtrilf  fMtdpfb  Btiil^  dbh.  ahoiiUi 
q^it^h^f  tal»mnfHP.alttm««l>aff)€dment^]V^^  ba^ 

accouiite$i)a&JliipUiot^/(aiHlAly>te 't^^  'Weli; 

UNtikifbtf#iStb^)Apirilv  atiber  Ma|^ 
Tcwwj/Ati^tbe'  mi»  *o€:iundjot%rAe:  piece,  '•aiipd  tiiifi^ 
f jE^r  tfae<  j Pc^iHMi'  iioc vQ^iv(Btor}kig'>  Mtmiet >  mitfaiir  •  frti^ 
i^oelvof  ^^tiyentjT'  da^s^ow^essi  ^  ^'Ancb^ rafter  4httty 
untii  Nfthft/aoth  o£  Ma^}^y  t4  be^rrc^ed  atitbe  iHve' 
r«te|  etoep^iBg'  tbe^iiiri^iinfr  ttef  9ramf^^^atul«  front 
tb^iwe^tviai^  not' to  iae  reoifciBadaii^to^  ^^^ 

..  'Andihdnifllajestjri'fartKdr  lobeslaredj  tbab  the.'dtfli^i 
o^iee  JM^bicfattBt  fiviit  attltidctiddiid  reftnhig  imd. 
ooiDag^wBOBi  sAi  takeq  a9irii[»|n»  ^vndnfaaVhtvfsidbjtete' 
i]iigltaboaiDe»i!o»4iekr>  Min^/)  whhotafedosbt  ilrar^  Itoiae" 
satiBitdfifovjisiQalH>'saqAsr  at' (sight;  or  within  ttw  or 
tbtee/dijisj  ^andfot^gfiElatenwfitinil  eigiitjoir  ten,  and 
at: Jt^'fiairtbntiiilobt^  n,  ;;» 

^ ;  fimUjE^iter  Mwi4ity  cl| togeri  Jttet^  silbgeBts  rtoi  lem- 
dedv^c  tiir^bniigi^lheriMifiits  Hot  didy  tfad^id  base 
IHbaiifiB^U^^  iiiicb  <y^^  '1^9  a^the^' might  conye^ 
nientl^^^he .dtlainips^oes^oftii^;  ob«  md cubJ q. /orhieh : 
hi5in<l(faijcstyti^]|lpi»tini«^  t^^nUii^n t^iiit-Mif  fei<  th^^ 
e8»rtif)lM9>f>ef)i^b|<fi)4  kii{k4)frtfiiia{(i«M««iie^of'whiish* 
csoBl^^i^r^Mi^^j^^nt^liiitcb  ^o dhbto  a  Cbinagej  a$ 
slrDr4y3ds4bi|i;iii  b6/?i«^^ofcDifliffd^fi^  sterUtiig  Klc^tiies. 
;Qtei4:^JBi0(^ud^(inl«gbtf  ^^  Ma^ 

n9Vt>  iot    .nnf>*^i   o^ifll  .o^R.t^  xT   '  -  ^  '*''  *^      r-t-.'j 

qpnveniQnt  time 


b^uQ^  fifteen  days  after  Lady-^y^iV  would  give 


,.  ♦- 


eaidwntf  ofcttfiOiy.  3r^    i/t  baf^v    /i?,fiw.'>;;    tot   riu 


Receivers,  migfa^f>aAtrfilid<Baiadj9lindl£ApriliJihaM' 
iatfaeir  hcAids  panteho^^ietfi^eslTifk'iMieniiei^ 
mis.hi^  pleasure  tteafe'thfeOflfaMh  lootiie  MiolAft,^^ 
her  StcbeqiidKsliQuMfMDeini^^    flamef^M^enrMM 
JMLoney^'iintildM^S^of/Ma^nncKtife^  .  »>.'.^ 

deHrer'iierjnaAin .  Aanb^  tlie  iofeiiiy^of 4ttse  'M 9iik» j 
thoiigfat  fitto:maUeLaiaH«ttl:o{aboliA!iDg  tbeifa  bf 
vi^i^hHliaEtidfnv/whielr*.WaBr  dated  upon^tbe  Mtbi^f' 
hsbk  mi  heF  tfatiifejrear.v^  it  stated  tttatthoae  f^hiohi? 
weretiaMBil^ffiniferGb^aatrthkliftiiBey  i8eve^:onii;;p  two^ 
small  |]iefcfesyittoeigDfaigf  lDeTQsnie^PMni]riHd(j^eq«^ 
anAf%he  t>tiwk*  fiyptt^liole  f  etthtngfefi  i^bid*. betides 
tbeae,  ^^itrfiras'  Abugb^.ldaat  tbt^.JiemaRied  mliu^ 
d0vikipaLwAAyta{itbate  oAher  piceei  dRlHBe^Mima)qo 
seajircdy-nmirtb  eohddeilitieni  ruideb » tMerei  aoiaad*  ^! 
forai0rttinrefer//oiie  iM  9  Peeiqr^-  BBotfkeiyfoioan  ^Haifft  ~ 
penBy,!  land '  otitr:  ^thcii;  ferr «  JSacthitig^Tiyirtmfcbv^erd 
then  noti^iiiitaMiIjr^MUied^.rbntcwsre^ 
eoimnim^peQfihei' itpdeH9^ji«>  visbfurM  tfaiftre^bfaBBi  dt-» 
dered,(>t|HttiiiDQfar  .ofothetef  lliafle<llMk)pis8dsltt>iiJflbviM& 
current  afl^r^therJtOth  4bly  txf dJ.ukf»  liastr  fUiowbi^  ^ 
>batifinmi]^hikt  lMietSbQiildr.b€(taMqunkt!cfc  aBfipJboD;  ^ 

tbB«4Mil^pfi«ae6MikteeiBile^;h«i  ^t^jAntq^^miA^sem^ 
to  the«i:^^  sbouidr^bciti^lo  f^M^  M^M^MieTl^fitor^. 
anyi  of  l^epifef^t  iQ^tibflfe  Sie^iN^od  jtfk^dnceeMjWfi. 
thiiigs,  4^f<|pkie  (beiBStlri^&Aitgiislmext^iiainAgv^itot 
only  tltoiri^^iM'rfiiAfya^iie  .^rftne'J^eiifsricJbiilV'in  ^f^iet 
»ideration  of  their  portage,  three  Pence .  for  em^ty 
VoMa^i&i^  Vv1tlrfrf^tH^%at!i^^W^IKvMiit>"aivi?dr 
less.  .  Ana  aft^r  fhe  saidSwn  orAugust,  unm  &/a, 

lowa«p$  for  portiig^.    And  for  the  f aaatlieir  jiie^M 


44  AKNALS  W,rH»  0O1NAO£. 

iiboiNNmNditiatiQdy  jnicry  ^ptooa  .i«^  nvouW  hring 
tiMmiHto- the  (MiQt^ .  biffqve  jCIiS  said  SOtb  tif  Btftemr 
Itr,  ^hoiiM /hupr>thfrftiU.'mlae^^ithe  Oliver  ooix^ 

the^Kittorjir^iMl  qBiiqtieBt^h^^h\49WA^wi(Hf6iei;  of 

tsosajAtvomui^  iiiK4he>malni^i  j^tiMA-^e  JMm^  /bd^^m 
fut  Dd  fetolaiU  4ieoatiQiit  of^* dms^  (srilb  t ii»t  1fe»;  %ift^> 

mpi^tim  ^t  they^  niigbtltin  JbstngUtg  9^  t^im  bnw 

^  rpart!  ofi  (he  'bone  Testbmi  aodt  XjiWtA«  h^^.  ulrwlky' 
lN»M>m9gbtiit^1{heMintw  in  ti^ilmtiqfM^ci/i^f  ifa» 
thlA  ^tn^  nsonlhf  frMEi  tbe  date  /f^.;lhNI  Qniit9<mc¥^ 

hljP.ffmd^lit  inmcused  by^an  hint,  wbfebr^va^  gw» 
i^^^niiuitiiii^.TCcit^d  above,  .tbiat  :lbe,  ipriq^  air 
l«if«iJn$llt  Mint  waa«ml£tbHPg^.«o^  tbi»o  .tb^rv;*- 
liieciifrtbfNbafie  i^diAs,  anda(^i^ppi^n9Mfi.tba|bf^r 

abiitraieiil<^  >^Tbf  Qumum^^  biowevori^i^  aAic^ow 
£i^vtberiQO49H[))atiQQru0ftlbf$  i^rmtiand^n^Hj^iiojia 
w€Mdi:^,tQi  HKfTet.ib^r  JM^  fi>i)i Money.  :t€|.<)ppff$§jii^y^ 
obftaeIf»rlAiiH|4  jlii  onkr  to,  Imi^nM,  aiid,  atf>U^ 
^ai9ia<ti49de«^  mavmc(9rjtMr.siil:0ecto  b^w  muob/obeiiMs 
]n;eaff.i»?sti -^  i¥#irt^  public^  .to  the  Tower  rMn^b^tre 
she  visited  her  Mints,  and  coined  ceftain;pifi;e|i.of 
Gol!l9J[<wiMfitni)ll«€i«'k  to^^itP»:S^f^a|.aboiAt  hei^?. 


fiL»ABE!ni.  ^  45 


'sftftK  Monies  0f  $im  SHveri  Wgiop  iw>w'tcri)e.  ««- 
gK^fp^ft  ^^#  MoMif  lirteiy;cvnncbHivili^1i0ni 

bikl'liri^^iei^kri^V  ^wMtfb^wteclone;^lnrk9|te?8iid«l>- 
))(editiM/t>6  avofd^tib^  base  Mtmiei.  ^  JKr  Mijest^^ 
Yherdbrfe^  gi^«t<^Am,itliat  no  moie'SWUmgVJthdiM 

fl^  Sterling  :MimiM,r|lBl&StittHtigs  of  M'ftent^^ 
|^drrt4np^ittii#^'^  three^Peuoe/ and  a'(hatf^t|ii^ 
thereof  call^'>Tta<iN»i]IMf[iei)M^  *  And  >  bmrnw^aii 
ii«i<|)ei^b;f4okitd>M«bipiiii^         Mith^km^^^  to 

<^afiiafion  Mtiit)¥^ai^s«dti)]ko«i)^  I^^<rf'Nij|femL 
1^)?«ibmtd  fte^iMde^<rf^  fner(?'fitt€fis«6i4ili^  *Si1lneil 

1$«4f|HA6(«rioiiilf  pfli^^d^)  tier  Maj^si^4etith^t^ 

tiPfifid^i^^dt}/  tiifrt iihi^d^f  iiy«Md@dt  ($ 

MfiSMti^lSilr)^^  JM^fi  the  fnirt^^  iciTani44lirfm^fi«!^ 
bj^VdMisiffif  tfa«(Cdtev(tf  th^  r^flili}9pi^€llPih§<feaWik 
(#4>£f^brihe%^a#iPp4re\C(^^  tsiim^&- 

valuQ^  .tl^  iibbe^W^iie  Mii)Octii/^  and  thai:  nfo^o^laMi 


4^  ANNALS  01^  WHB.  C0INAG£. 

lodte  OtiUTd  be^Mtxii^)toith0m5'ibiftM«t  theetandimi 
lMteh«kin9qiiGiJ  csmfriTofii^  bloragi^ifb^igffffi;  and  §0 
eisily  counterfeited,  it  was  is&d^mAi  bf4Ale%sm(tt 

isfi  CMkf«'8»d  "^Sviyer  fchoullJd»&^¥ecci^^  <^  |^id/ia$ 
-current,  except  the  French  Grown,  and  the  Fleniish 
pr  B^fguridiian  Crowu^  ibepribts /whereof  we^ 
g}^^a,ii)?.the  «^argin,;tQ;hp.cuiTeat,Hatothe  j*tps  ^et 

her  in  the  sowmd  year  'bf  her^Msgesty^  reigfn.  But 
every  one  ^t^ht  re(i^r€-'^t^^  tdndon. 

for  his'  foreigf^  00^  ^i  f^^l  ^^^^P?y  •*»  ^^'^ 

should  hold  in  Gol^^Dr^Sa/lf^cl  ''r**  o^jw  i^^ibv^oj  t^au    « 
'    And  it  wa#'f6tfhie?^'*  M&de  known,  that  of  late  a 
foneiffn  piecp  of^^t?o1<f,  prJnteS^^^ 

fon  to&3SshilMii@^To£7rSilver,  being  not  worth  nine 
l^li^&^iAf^'thtee  Pi»ie€^'^a»«d  -fe^  ^«tto^t>i^ng 
fg  Iktnfef  te^HitS  tjf  ffife  Eh 

mex>thei:3i  were  ffivenin  the  margeat  %      ,   .  ■  , 

oI^DMAioiitn'MesistitUokri^iittrtaetT^i^^       indetyttRrd  a»f 
the  8th  of  November  1560 ;  and  the  Sixjp*tTfcte-ahd' 
Threepence,  t^Hj^PWip^tli^  new'pfe^^ 
weite  now  fir8t,,58>fi^^  J^(|,  %;ful|.^qgcp3yfli!(B^laced 


liiefatMir  lb#rr  Qfififsnih^'h!t9iifa»iMi9'i  date  k^dHf  o»er 


7j  ■    A 


A«^'a«<bMr'fbfl?te^"w»ffi  lii-.  Tj;'  thfe"  toSr'br^rfdlland  with 
w'.JttJla'clia^'iMtoAgmahnei'ontheR^va^  ' 


wkM^  Uwf  iMfl99<nr«fflQri>Iciiqiii  )sind  tXhm  «lher 
iiini9i^4a  Chisfj)mrj4liamUli»Hii  81^^  (wore  first  ih<- 

«  SeeSilve^Coins,  PjateXjI.  No8  14,^l^,5p,^fnd24.  Shake- 
spear'  alludes  to  the  Tast^of  tnese  uoins  id  his  hisVorical  play  of 
.    Ktng':}|«iti.'-Ue%e}¥')htroducbs4he  fia$(M  F^uTr6nl)i^age 

twK'KHllCttlul&'Antt  nflHfre  nJtntalulMvC'nlV  nRIMra  MOttlClltlllf^ 

so|}«.  first .h}^..€Qi)tf^i^.t/to*Mi; Half- Aie^Gr^      .,\i  . 
*',/?cfavsehe)^^tyai?,^^.fac^»ljk^.^fe^^^^ 
With  that^  half-face  would  he^have  all  my  land  : 
'^'' '  A'haf:feced  Croat' B^e  hundred  ^xxnA  i^y^r^ '  '  '*'    ^ 
Aii^  ^^!l*W«td»  diofre'  botoieiA^ttilMUy^etdbinisj '  tMt  hT-h^had 
the  land,  together  with  his  Ixntlfif sBhitpby.  1  'm  li<  5!  |)!i 

,  That  in  mine  ear  I  durst  iiot  stick  a  rosoL 
Lest  men  snould  say,  look,  whbre  three  Parthmgs  go^/ 
h6*  WdiM  'gite  ^ery  ^t  of  it  td^^yi  "hb^bW  ^h^s^fiy 

^j|«iiU)f.«A9fiiliil  LMy,»J^.BfatiiMif|t  M*Vl*tter^ijr5it  jiil^ 

the  three  Farthing^  piece,  but  ali^  informs  uj  of  a  knaTish  trick 
then  commonly  pWciiisrt  txi*  impose  Ae  l^ser^^i^^^ 
ujMi  htttt(te«^k'Mf'%I^'eiMri^tfi/d  I^i^  «»^atA^t 
te  teticrUMii  <tQ)t^aliiD9iif Afi>reclrfllt)thdiiisQier^ttae|toi]^ 

"  He  had  a  bastard.  bifi,oi«n  towardrissue,.  ,     .. «  ,  * 

Whip  d^  and  then  cropd.  for  washing^ut  tfhe  rosw 

'»^^'^^«n«ifte*¥«rlHln^;^t6ikMt»feitt»W^^^        "^"  ^^^'" 

* Mci  IToU^  Siy4*  htff liai>iMkn'^^%lUdf Ol^>  u^  ^4l/'« 

ci|y^rf|i^fl(«B6/lndlbi^irii^Bip<^i^  th>iMh9(f^lef»k 

lik;^^^S|xpj^y^  piej^,  and,  U^yi^^.ftf^^ 

Silver  Coins,  p.  53  note  *.]  •       .        .         . 

«  Thfa  ii^ppvemenv  >d,i1I|^  ^j^g.^f  ,f{i>iij^i|5„^,,fpi<5  .hj  Le 

""^^i*;".**,  w*^*  '!^«^<*'"  ■?  »iJ''^v^'!6ct«aJM^^.p'H"j^w^- 

tlie  garden  of  the  ^tli„w,bftft.i);„Yt^s,,f4j^}}l|*l^|^  jpith^f^qptU 


♦f 


S' 


#iB  ANNALS  tmf^mm  myisAGU. 

f^fgcA  hf  tkm  Qwwn  «id  CoondiH^  aiiii  aomed  miHeif 
Jifcitiy m^Ae  Tomer,  bM%M«|;d«teetodtneomitet^ 
itiitltgiirt^akittg  «illeAiMoM|f,  abo  oat  of  th«; 
Mmt^  4ie  WM  etecsldl  a»  a  tnv^ 

15^1^1.  On  4ib^  Sdth  of  Jsiiiwi>y  a  Proclamation 
Wtft  iapwd  a^iml  thoie  wbc^iiad  lUBod  vain  and 
wAniai#iiigws»  m^aod  Ait  the  Chy  of  Loiida». 

of  Julj  1 5SS|  with  thi  oilier  .Mtads^  fuid  rasguliiiow  were  Iramed^ 
for  its  goyernment^  and  for  ^  oflkers*  and  ^lat  there  were 
coiiiad  in  H  no  other  Moiie)*^tmt  Te«toii6  and  Demi  Tedtons.  [Le 
0mm  IViM  MM.  ii^0tftm0fH*i^^fNasee,  p.  MS.] 

of  thift  Mint  (i^lbiliAi  In?  mlS^  jf oae^  M0ifiii4iiMi|i»  ^  )a  Moo- 
iMHe  da  Molio)  was  ^ted  at  Blesis  JfUduary  97tli^  15S0>  and 
was  Qtei  ki  the  house  df  the  Baths  at  Paris,  which  in  his  time 
was  eaSM  ia  flace  9llii|fhlfie.  In  t)A  Hfttt,  he  says,  wei^ 
Hrvol^fiiosii  Vmrnm^jS^m  Tanona)  Mtli  a^m«mt,  mxtA  this 

apytp<jN»r  ^fx  v0flrric  ffifat^y  ^^iwift^  luidiatii^  after  c«ii&s 

BiBifiar  to  those  whiph  ifere.  ecniied  hy  tl|e  old  npethod*  {Gloer 
sarjr  suh  voee  Moneta,  edamn  967j  He  sayft,  farther,  that 
thite  Qmii  t^Bitoiifls  #ere'«truokin  this  Mint  ^  ▼trtoe  of  an 
eiM  dialed  JMOary '4ifli,  1N^<    He  lnaa  aot^  howeiF^r/  pveo 

9«r  iPpraMntMti»  )0f  ^4^  jvri^tlial  wWeh  le^ii^^Hiwisi^ 
Btaac's  flai^,  yige  M8,  is  dated  15M,  and  has  ^amm^M^ 

ifMieMi  of  HfTLSAT. 

tie  liie  oIiMq  Qiachliie  was  noit  of  loi^  cdntinuftnce  in  the 
iMMi  lMilii>  w4«^^the  wodclngirf^^^  waa  IbiMldeii  by  an  edict 
irf^ta«y  itt.  la  ^tisaJaaMdi  ef  Se|Me^^  Vlmixmvm 

igrin  <^ti»Wiirted  %  limiis  »II.  i)Muaiid«ct^iaad  ^u^^mtim 

Leake,  p.t46.] 

y  FoUws  aayi  it  is  «qpor(ed  ti«t  tWs  ftmchman  waa  Philip 
M>i>wlk,  wild  wito  eKeenled  at  lymla  m  1569.    'Fhe  ChiMaai 

Mme4M  xktf  Vmmimmi  -  wtio  imteBdmadv  ii»>  warn-  mi '  ecww 

i#}io  Ike  JftiBt  was  Etoye.,   See  wder  the  year  I67!S. 

,  ^  Immm^  the  Mqumb  to  Bondoaa,  folio,  16da,  a.  31,. 

*•...  -•  .a._ 


*     »      \, 


nued  bufc  jiicc!di«eGl;  mUtiimdMy lenfft"  ti<iyii>  W>lf 

at  fivery  jg^fJwWafyr  tolttt<Milbfa^^ 

sort  i^i  oov.^tQUa4i^hMpi9y  cMM  t^w^jf  !«illlM^pflMlil 

pric«i  €|.4:brar  vmi^M^^i^Vk^^ iiJSM^ 

were  therefore  f(fripdflMm  r^oa  |Mi».>^ 

and  further  pxmi^kmuit  |irflri^^tby><toe  b«vi.r : : 

vieilii»l»Ui^  Md*nv#  <Miriinti^>vior^  i wii  ii  lii'ifl  to 
extend  their  power  forthwith  to  reduce  the  prices  of 
a!l  victual  t6wharif^^l'gr>6g!it  tb'^lSve  "feeiu 
before  those^jj»«Qp;ir3^  ,,  .^^,  ,. 

The  fpsper,  P^p<4wi»tM^i«p^       tim^^tlimHiF 


the  ^«*M!  4rf«wHWch  «*y  4W«s«ih«tiided  j'-ifid  tHJ»l»fd 
be,  nol^  6oiy  t&^  'hieAhaf IbVr^  ttednl^rts'^laTO^ 

ers,  &c.,>i»^  m>  ■if^K^mm^m^mimm  4*« 

final  ^a,  "atjiTfo  «k  'thfe'H^We  ^tfifCofftf cdi#l 

Sevf]i;^|pi.i«iliricui««fe  Caw  inKillHiitfil  ^r?  #t.-4<teg 

a^  ProcfaniatioQ  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaritf. 
VOL.  III.  E 


fP  ANNALS  fif^J^  ,  IJOINAGE. 

Half-Angel     -    -     -    -       5«.        -,   .    .    -•    .    -     3s.  id. 

noqij  yTiTjqo  J'i^  od  »)J  y"j/t-,  i.-i:  •■■v'noi  ^'c-  i    >  ..-/ 

^yei^tftecibitffllfe/S^^ki^S^  13*.  4rf.    " 

r  rencn  Crown  was  current  for  6*.    Current  iivfuture  at  4». 

Sli{pM^(<te»jduft<Jnt^ril9<l.  "'""'■tfl^^n^Vdiiiimvdtitsa^'-  ! ' 
WftSJriliirig'  ^"*  fxjniijtrfiii'fj  ioiiotJ'j'fj-.rl!  r-'irtt  S*!...., 
Quarter-ShiUing     -    -    3d.  -    -    -  ht-^r.. ,-,,., §4»,.,,, 

Three  Halfpenca.    -    -     Id.  ob.      -  ,»    -,-.>-     -      .Id-, 

fifi^  Fi/tKi®^*  '■^/^? ^"it.  ^?':''1  >'J^  ^-i  -:--'^-  bk 

^2  *^i'YHe'ter6ytH''Mkl?i(*,r3ats,^  i«d  4ttiiiffesi^-<?dtlTa' 

I»le^eti;mt»^yefi"the^yna'"i^  VH^'ne^t  liidtitK '  dwd 
November  following,  to  deliver' yt''W^r'M(ht,f6t' 
^V^'fef'tffe  s#tto^pi4'cei;"iy'M'ch''fltie 'Mbliey 

As  the  ruA'iViV'^a?*^e'«'4lkffW^i^e  teU  shni 
fM/r  ^a^^.»ftd*  Mir  ^'<iSeft  W  fi^/  iW^ajesi^i^aed 


in 


b  MS  Proclamation  in  iiie  Aniiquary  iSocietyV  fcifirary,  iri  a 


<;oeval  hand. 


»  * 

InereoT  duly  convicted^  were^.ta  be  set  openly  upon 

flioars^  and  -  were  not.  to  he  deHveFediy(inttl>>th£Dr 
should'  have  found  sufficient  assurance  of  igood 
abekrihg.  And  all  peftoVii  whq  should  Be  tfifiiiViCtOT 
t>f  hearin?  the  saiii^^'wH^'oiit  informing  the  next 
Justice  91  the  reace  with  convenient  8peed^^.:^gpe,J^ 
be  committed  tob,pf^sff^  .jf^  o^i^onth,  as  main- 
tainei9  «f-ftei(ytiPW»>ipefson8,  |,9{l.,tp>abft(i&yrtihfi\i!pit- 
nish«i  at -the  discretion  of  the^jiustice  by  ^^iiMii^1i# 
wet^tommilted.-  "  -  _  ■"■':  '  -:i"''-f"'^^- '^''J'-lP 
Jji'stiees  of  the  Peace,'  ana  olhet*  0mcpr|,{  ^eJ*^ 

m^^^^^Mx  s^i  %^  fHr,  J^i^'.HfiiPi^M!?!!^ 

tb  the  8editi9g|.,,j^p9H,tf,  ,ap  ,poffji;ig;,^^ 
gjipsfgr  j^5^^e^l,^th,.9f  ^.jji^ijpiy^m  tjjigjj^e^  «j,_^<^t^ 


4^i?^^l,  VSM^b^fT^WP^nfS'^'ou^fe^'afe 

;ninsr«  and  nliii£r  of 


MoniAs  or  Cc^ns  of  the  realm,  wefe  declared  bv  an 


u  Statute  3  H.  V.  cap.  tU'  ,       .  . 

E   2 


5S     •  ANNALS   Of.  THZ   CJOINAGE. 

to,b(E^ltj^?(»P,.^gth^,-^i^.  and  the  rqalm,  and,  ac- 
:ppr^j|^g.  ^9  tjjg,^ai4  Act,  ,the  8?pe  offefvces  ;were  and 
<*4"*.91#1««  trfiasoniflr^tf^.the"  fimt  y^ar  of  the  reign 
of  Queen  Mary,  at  which  time  the  pains  and. penal- 

,^(^^^,<|j}i^„|pr„the.is^^4,  off^nfies,  vy^re.  |ab|x>gated  and 
Jj^eq.j^Wpy.by.  t^e.G^i^ral  j^qX  9(,, Repeal  then 
r^^^^^ijfjlj^^o^,  ,^her^9if:  diver?,  false, and  evil- 
^pp«se<j(p^§c«isk  ,pefce\viug,  tli^w?.elv«8  to  be  loqse, 
j»n4.;l5^,friO;pp(.tl^p,seyBnty  sfpa  ,d?i(nger  of  the. said 
i»p;^4,pppftlty,  ^a4;l|^9p  of  lat^  .U)e  mpre  hardy 
^i)4.,bi9ld  t^  ^Itfipipt  s^ijd,.flri^9fM?,>  /or  wicked  luQrp 
,aw(i 'gpiil'?, sake,  toi  dip?jifli:^li,,^(Tipaji,r„  .^nd  fajfsi^ 
'     j^he^Mftiji^^ ,ajtKl  ^fljiii^jcgj^re^fl^within  \\ie ,r^li|ti^ ,^ 

jg^:A\?^'^Pff^.9i  tfefi  Qi?fi^s.J^aj^?^y  (by  ,^€jfe 
,gr?»1:>gQod.i^es?:  tl^e  vm  Mfi"}^.  9'"  ^ms  pf  t^^^flae 
^d  ,beq;i  red^g,ed,tq ,  fi^  ,j^%\i  .^fip.e^^s^  3?,  ey^r  ,,h^d 
T^W^.W  ^W  *'m%^L\m  ^iye,|frQgenito.i:s)  bi^rj^l^o 
,M>  <tjpe-.greft<i  Ip^s^  »nd,f|afl?ag^„of  fh.?igR<?d,sulye^[.^,;?f 
i%.«'^«^f  Kmf.  tl?,^^for9,^paf;Jg(^,i^bat,fropfi,^Wl 

o^iWo^t.^^  .?feP'-,  Wf M»  r;;?»«^^^,  9r,  .ftle  ^pjf .  ,9^  tbft  pro- 

chattels,  and  also  of  la^]^?,,^^  teneq^i^ntp,  ^fipg 

?^i?fij»"^9a^i^f?l  |'yS?u<^«ly  .  ')!^^  oflfefiq^s,  h<W^ver, 
j^^re  npt.,^9,  paa^ft  ^py^,f^»\jp.%A.9^W99d  $9  ^ 
iifiif^,qf,,sachpjaenf^f,  nor,fQirjfeiti)f«,  of  dqw«ji[ f;  \, 

e  Statute  i  M^ry,  Sess.  1,  cap^  1. 

f  Statute  5  Eliz,  cap.  U.  .         „     . 


'    iCLntXkEtR*  53 

15^3.  Irfpctober,  8aJrs'Sto1»^^*LiAabh  Wai'^!. 
«ited  with  a  threefold  plagie  \  {jestHentie,  scarcity  of 
Money^  and  dearth  of  'victuals,  anil  MYt!haelAii» 
term  was  not  kept^.  . '     -     '      ^    - 

1 565.  A  Procramatfon, '  which  was  issued  upon 
the  first  of  Aune  in  tier  ytli  j^ari  deferred  to  tlie  cau- 
tion that  was  given  on  t>i^^l5th  of  NoVeihber,  isfif, 
respecting  a  foreign  piece  of  Gbld  fesettjbling\thfe 
English  Angel,  bat  hot  worth  hiore  than  nine  SHif- 
Mngs'  ahd  three  Pence ;  and  then  proceeded  to  state, 
that  her  Majesty  tinderstbod  that  other  foreign  pieces 
^f  Gold  were  ihen  uttered,  Hke  to  the  English 
Angel,  'but  of  less  value  than  that  aboveAiendoned, 
being  fer'laik  of  weight,  ^ild  baseness  of  allay,  h<Jt 
WirHi  s^VfenSHillingfe,  though  paid  for  ten  Shillings 
df•Sn^/^h^a^d4(ierefoi^e^^'t  she  had  thought 'fit 
eftsoons  to  giW  hbfTb^*'rhe/ife6f,  that  heir  subjects 
ihi'ght  either  utterly 'feVb^af^td  receive  any  such  f6- 
reign  Angels/  or  else  tak6  theiA'  according  to  thielr 
weight  as  Btrllibii,  and'  brib^  them  t6  the  fllfnt, 
Where  they  should 'have  Veady  Money  in  Gold  or 
Silver,  at  their  pleasure;  boktdrding  to  the  ti^e  ^alife. 

Her  Majesty  Ifk^i^e  warnfed'her  sabjebts'  hot  io 
receive  any  manner  of  fbrfeigti  CbinofOoM  or  Silver^ 
hot  teing  valued  by  pliWiiik^adthoHty;  tfnd  well 
knoivn,  on  account  of  ib|6'|^a*t  loss  they  thight^V 
t^in,  but  to  receive  them  diii^  k^  Bbttlori, '  atfcofdWig 
to  Ib^ir  fineness  and  T^eight*.'^  -.t  i,Mr     A.:u,v 

AH  attempts  to  present  th6'  iiiipirtiitWii*  6f  Gild 
Cbittk  which  Wmblefl  ttios^  df  th^  rfealm,'  but  W&e 
of  inffetior  'vatute^  seeiin  '  to  have  bieeti  '^n^ec^al  y 

e  Stow's  Chronicle^  p,656>  as  quoted  in  Fiiifli^unentsgry  .His- 
tory^ voL  IV.  p.  52.  h  HarL  MSlS.  38.  folio  226. 


e,4  ANNALS  .^^YPS  ;*?>»NAr,E. 

f^jT^  pn„t|[^,fipt_^f  pecjejpb^r,  another  ^^^n^^H>p 
gave  notice,  tha^,  foreign  Coins,  Hke  t}ie,^yi^-,/)f 
Gojrt,  of  ten  Sliiltjngs,  but  less  both  iff. yfeigh^afid 

fUienesE,  yvevu  brqiiglit  in  great  quant(|;^?;jqt^  the 
rejilrn.  AikI  all  persona  were  coinui^tjfl'^-' l^*'*'.  *•* 
letter  tliem,  (nor  tlie  counterfeit  Ange^jast;.,befQre 
ineiitioiied  in  tlic  former  Proclamation  |pf  ^e  (^t.^f 
June,  nor  any  otlierlik^  to  Hiiy  piece  of  CpWflf  fie(*| 
or  Silver  allowed  to  oe  current  Monev  in  ((if&Je^pji^ 
l^ii,t,only  to  sell  or  change  tliem  at  the  Mint,  !m;;,|p 
use  tbem  asiliulhon,  on  pain  of  itnprisr^nf^ei^f^iijntil 
tier  Ma^yesty's  express  pleasure  shoul(j,tb^^,kft9^fl, 
Tbis  Proclamation  might  be  revived,  Yf\f.fip^^ifuff  ■ 
t^ier  notice,  if  the  Quqen's.  Sheriffs.  &c.  |?^pilld  ^|h 
ctive  any  new  attempts  to  introduce  tlfg^  9r'j6^'i>^ 
foreign  Coins,  fur  the  purpose  of  dt^ptiQn,j ^{(k 
l^ie realm'.,  „j  ,,.   .^i,;;„f[ 

Another    Proeltimation,    tQ  the   sai^^i.^^^tj-^^s 
dated  upon  the  fifth  of  that  month  ^.    ,., ,,,,,,,  „  ,-fc^{., 

1568.     On  the  17th  of  January,   Pbilij>Rft,&t^ 

1? ^'.fjJ-wMU  'ifi,i»^¥''R'Sf.  A 


=M**iif.Bii<ii,ia>b«w.-'tt »'"  «  ••"''  '"■'""■  'i^'"^' 

•■  .KJ)l|xbqailt<ri«ttlb  JtUitilH«'4aci«i'i'I»4ry.  ''ffliiS^ 
the  Angel  and  Ro}^,  both  genuine  apd^ounjtL;i^t^^ra|^t(ei> 
in  the  mergiDS  of  these  I'rpct^miiiititis. '  l^e  txtunterfeitjRcy^ 

u  of  Hie-'Hliilefol'Vieii^.  'di  genuine  it  (terra  VIJI..''., 

HGl)b|i(»V«ll«.fili*!;<8S.  t.'-: 


Ml  s'liniiH]      sscnio 


1'  '\  '    . 


ese  tneWhant, 


ii^ihef  '<Hrfefe"^t'4blir'tKo'DsaHcrFoi{nai, '  an*  feiiH^H 


flieit-hattts^  ii poii  -Sta^eredi  for'  a  yeir'or  fiJr^j  'Wh^icft 
li^^tfirfttght-tliey'  Xvodicf-'M  '^tatfof'  ■"*l1ii^''MoneJ 
i^tftfJ^^pay  hef'di^Sts'boifi  'at  hbtiib'ana'in  Wande/fe 
tftuhif^ifet  HottoiV  arid  'twdit  tfirougW  'ChHstef 
<ftJttJ''MAi\dTifrthfe  'ttfrecohih^nd  'tHi^'aifvi^'  % 
Msl'dwtf-  e«kii;p!d;''itt''S^ptenilier  life  sen't'inW'tKe 
!tf«»tt'W"tfc^'^rdivei^ftty''.sa6lc8  oV  new  '^f*ni^ 
Royals,  to  be  coined  for  the  use  of  the  Ouebn^ '  each 
•Sick'  \iW%KiHg''  nrn^  fiiindi-tecl  'Seventy-two '  poAinds 
eleven  ounces,  at'TOiii^'ShilHngs  tetiPei^ce  flartKing 

tfc^-6uiic4'kf''i  .^.•-'■••••'-  «••  '^.'  ■'-  "^\  •'■'''■' 

'•'-It  shbaW'ke^  feat'{hi^Vitfvifce'  Wail'rt  AfloileSl 


satisfy  arrears  due  to  the  Qu^jiiV;  ^fr  J^)fV^«  ^ndcfuc- 
■(5^?)5»^«. ^,Att^b«ft:s6bajiAejr:ii«f  ithe!  aanos^-  fepSated 

-iJ^--ii?''£i.'r^"-'V'" V-T?  '>n'ii-"-a  fi'oc  Jrv-H  ■•  a  i'n  7.  •••■ 
^Waia'aGreslamProlessprs,  p?J5^,    ^  ,,,  ,  ..  vv  ,n     . 

tt'Td.  p. '^dj,^  Ten  ;i^re  before  th^  her.^AJaj[e^jr.wp.»ot.so  ' 

^evDOMlO  at  Antwerp,  in  order  io  enable  her  to  reform  Um 
iCdnage.    [Hume's  Hist,  of  ]Bngkuad,  vol.  V.  p  .496.} 
«  Statute  IS  Eiiz.  cap.  4. 


56  ANNALS  6'r'ikk  coinage. 

t1ie  Stotuie'qf's  aixcieof  E^  VI.  which  sbso- 


tnteij^^  lorba^  usury,  "and'reviVed'thatoFthe  37th  of 

iiet^rjr^Vjifr  whicHliiiiilred  Ihtei^st  of  Money  to 

10^perpe'nt.P  ■J/"''!'"  "  '■'  '>'  "'      '■ 

u'iu^^jM,  "P^  *''^  li5tfi'of*'A()riI'ah  litdeDtOTe  wao 

fnade  wltli  Johij  Lc^lson,  ih'U'liith   the  Groats, 

^alj  GrtB^s,  and  the'^enhi^i'mentiohed  in  former 

indentures', "  were  omiited^  'arid  life  covenanted  to 

coin  only  threeMonieS  of  CJold,  of'tlleold  standard, 

■    vi2.,Angels,  at  10  Shillings  apiece,'  and  72  in  the 

uoupd  troy,  and  Angelets'  ahV(  Qdatter  'Angefe  in 

WftJorVioii ;  aiifl  four  Moriie^  bfS'ihfci;  '6foW  srttr- 

,ling.  VIZ.   Half  Sliillings,' &l 'siifc'Petice-apieice, 'and 

1^0    in  ,tli^=  puund  tro\-',''iin'd'TH(w(»eBees,  IVee 

•    Halfpehny  pieces,  and  'Tht'ee  Pirlhi'ng''jliecesi  In 

proporticm.     Tlie  pound  y''G6Td'ttt  (/e-coihed  itfto 

^'(tjiy-t^-sii  Pounds  by.  talJ;  'and'thfe' pduHd  ef  Silrer 

.,  jnto  tiu^  PQupds,  as  in  tVie'^rtdelituft;  of  her  »e^ 

year'i/    "'''"  '    ''"""■"i  ■"^'  ■•'.    i  -  .-i   .■ 

.  ^    Id  the  preamble  to  an  Act,  agatn^t  Urging  and 

.   couH^erTeitip^  joretg^j  Coin  not  current  Vftthin  the 

-.realm,  wtjich  wFas  Jiia^e  in  thb  Payliameiit  holden  at 

(^Westminster  on  tne  S'th'b^Rlay; 'ill  her  fourteenth 

,,'year,  it  was  siate'd, 'lhat''beeause' by  tiie  Laws  or 

M^itutes  of  tlnjirealjh'smaft  olr' n6  condign  punisl^- 

jjniit   u;!'^  at  tli'at  time  provided' for  such  evil-di8- 

posed  persons  as  Should' counterfeit  or  forge  such 

,  lypd  of  Golcioi- Silver, 'of  dthtJr  refalni^,  not  current 

iii  payment  within  itie  realm,  by  reason  whereof 

..jjdiK!^^,eyil-^^pps€d  persons,  as  well  without  the. 

4  Harl.  MS.  698,  folio  1.     For  every  100  pttUQ^s  of  SilxKT  be 
'  '\iii&  tU-i&ak(f'«i3t^oWri]fl«f tball  Mmeyftkz.  4'p<iuadeiof Huce 
IJalfpcnnies,  and  twopoutMt'tfllNeFaitlwigR  ^  .u^ 


I 


■f 


t 

daily '^o  cPMDte;ref^it  or  forgp  such  kind^  otj  Gpia  and 
Sil^ser^  aiid,,, little  .the I si^nie.  within  th^.rpaltn^  in 
great  deceit  of  her  Majesty's  subjects.  ^It  was'there- 
i^x/e  enact^lhal;  svch  ^%nce  $l)oul4  frpp  tnat  time 
be  ilcQmed  ai^d.pi^u^^d  niispr|8ion  of  treason^'  and 
^tbe  o0^n<ler$|^  on  .f^onvi^tioni,  sijtfer  imprisonmeiijt, 
witK  forfjei^pre  qf  svich  lands,  goods'  andl '  cpat^els, 
tis  in  c»s^of  mi?pr^ion,qf  tr^ofy  for,^n;i«^i(n^'i;t 

.dfhighti^^pa'.,  .,j.  ,,.;,,^'/..,  /".!,!  ,7 'I'y 

,ti  T^!lMiU^^.4«^c<KtW  ^hich  were  introddced  ihio 
i)|€^  jj^in^in Jijiej.ye^r  1^56lj^were  i^ither  iinperfecHy 
wnstriirt^^'iW/fwli^t  j^  eg^ually  pr9bajt^Ie,  Uie^S- 

4W^  of  Jtbi?  A^R^T^r»?.  P*'^^'^4^^f'  against  the  use  of 

th^jni.fprj,^iN^2&tb,pf  Aijgust^  Sir  Richard J^a^^ 

jtyn,  t^  Wafldfi^ jeppift^^  that,  ^h^  machine  lor 

^sx^m'ing  ,inv^T\te^,l^y,  Elpy^   MejBtrell    hacl,  ;up6n 

I  j§peat^tprjal9,j  ll^(fO,  jf^^^  'The?e  tnaU 

were  made  in  the  presence  of  Sir  Walter  IVtlifdmay 

r  iindj\iIr.,Audit9rf.  ,  /  ',  '^ 

Naia«cq^i^t  b^vipg  ^.^en^  f^YI^J^  R  PJf  t|ie  Master 

of  .thie  Miati  iirpi;qi'^he;^ifpe  ^^f  King  Edwyrcl  Ytl  and 

llwing  th^.; reign,. of/  Quepn  IVIary,  until'  tfie  '\4(ih 

y^r  |of  JShi^e^l^i,  C,9n^n)i^si9ners  were  appointed 

.:i)n  the  liatb . of  Ja^i^^y,  1^72-3,  to  Receive'  sdch 

;  a^ocoi^nl)  from  :Mr4 ,  Thopnas  Stanley.  tHen  Master, 

'  .andto^i^use^lLarr^^rs  ^p  be  ^  paid  into  the  Excbe* 

.  ijuei;,  apd  to.giyp  flropef;  acquU^^^^  '  ^    j 

V  1  The  C<H¥D^si9f^^?.  h^  ji^pw^se  authority  to 

r  Statute  14  Elis.  cap.  3.    It  was  mada  treasoii'to  Scafgb  the 
Coins  6{  other  reahns  current  in  thf})c^ing|45}in|,  bjr^^tat*  1  Maiy, 
"Ses^.  ^.  eajp*-6;    »•       ■   ■■   ^   *        ,....,,    .,  ,.   ^j,    ,^  ^^ 
xpil  g  LiiHdoira^  USSL  N«/5«.  ][|i4qi«i^  UipiiQi)  «^4.  Martya 
and  my  L.  touoiiing  iEUoy  Mfl»t|«]h 
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cdfldbefeftt  ^Ikieiii^.ihe  Jtf«8ttr^«  Wttrdem^*  and' <ydusr 
OKeei's)a)£ltiie  fioidamitbs"  Qompwfy  and*  to  ei^ 
fjpsUennpkMhifb^thejs/badkdoiplied  irkh  the  ftUnd«rl[ 
ibr^CBbU{iJiKliSURera^a«b'^i|itkHite^^  King^  Henry 
^\ftiIjiaiidrto^tD]QDi5e}a'fibe')aponi4hpni  iif  ijief  had 
fHoti  NllKeyeiiierp  'nbo  ijCd  "tad^eiMqnrtty  'iVom '  them^ 
tiurfiin]fiifairai)iK]i^  Gold  ivurte /s|iouM  be  of  fess  fine^ 
jitesBibdn  twbnt^^^two  etrats  out  of  ther  fire/ and  Sil^ 
veRwams^4leTeil  ^  ounces  two  pennyweights.  ^  ' 

rbiln^jifaiil  further  x>rdt^iied^  that  no  ^^rson  should 
maltelHal^^v&cLwithoiitfiratgmn^  security  to  the 
6elflstaBi^a''^<t^pahy  .foir^l^lie  tFde  jnadoing  ti^reoR 
iyndofMKer^  vra&  gwen  "'toi.ilie^  Commissioners^  t(^ 
piwidiii»li^ddi^,.by  iOiprise^  diirkig 

tbc^  QM^iUianc^;  iofi  ;th«  CmrfdiiB^ionj  \  whiijh'  ^mi 
limited  to  the  Christm^:iiest.#aaiiaQg7V  J^'  \  }  ^"^ 
.     1574.     It  has  been  seen  before  that  Pennies  were 

«w^^nfeh«6rie*  ta  tfefe^^Iwd^wiiiV^^df  W* '19th  -of 

^j?i  "^oB^RWm^mmm^  on,  .the  2d'- of 

•  April£  i  i^fl^,)  f  »^J|ipbf,aftth0mzed  Looiisoni  ^Master-  of 
Jjh»llf Ail^ 49^4n«PUei«ind itribehttb  jpritit  onfe piece  of 
m^^^'Stv^,  Ife  bfr' cdlfed^^tlie  single  Penny,,  run.' 

'^gM'bf?Pf  .te^Y;^^^^^^  At  11  oune^s  «  penr> 

Mffieighl^fjI^fj^OSlJSWtojb^p^^^  Ta 

.h»ipriBtedi&vy»jj|jbtuthfi  Queefi^s  picture;    arms,   and 
.«»ipt^fefe,t>€*i  bjr:-hey'  Majesty -s^  appointment  had 
mmSm^'Uh^'^skA:'    Tefapbunds  weight  to  W 
n^^f^^e^^^^  J,  .  .  ,. 

-A-Ti?^  ft?P  1^5^*^^^^  whidi  were 

s^mped  iby  biftfepioiJ  tl-adesh!ieny-  diic  jgfocers^' 

¥MtiiWJ^H3hlftdtef«j^%tefi(ki«6^feei^^^^^  Was  "^* 

iohau  loa  ob'l     . -j' -'     ■■    •"  ■.■••"     >-.    ■■  v^k  ■■ 


/  - 
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tbi£r<titn&g^i9bTitWsi^^«kfceasiisfta)fe  timsdbjici 
ctffrequbnt  qcyinplainti.  '^WaefJckmk  mfaddoofe^edl^ 
Wiil^nliaittatr,  rted  b9ein(ro6dLfaBdi9»(l»  Qfit^Fbe^'fa^ft 

<ltgni  ty jfr  etAd  vbi$i  jgrea t)  Ites  cdo  '^Jbe  pMr/zsiiilbe  they 
4ii^ie  ,i^l;^otQrfbk((>Tff^klrit0'  ithB>sa(inefuliAp''fi'al[i 

^ueen  w*$([^»cfy  «ensir|ple//  as->also<  that ^^the«oi8w»*m 
gr@a4f |V£iQt>:frffpP»rthin^i  abd  Hajfpeh^ls.' 'tl^rem%dy 
^s§i  w^Mfn$in^ri(}isQrlforb,i^pn>|)(96ahs:^0 
h^-r^r  *,|miiiiTg  aFartMAgS)'taiAd^ 

gf^}lt>y^j^tei&  grains  oii^yjitheMc^^hbti^^MbiffUKl 
ear  to  embadig|;!it^€6msis^gam^;;^i  )  '^'^  '>^  b'^trmrl 

Tresttisd  oil  Money,  was  probably  foundec^  upon,  the  circulation 

df^ttiefe  Ibienfe  ^  p^  Monetis  ^3'  ftfe'  i^urfia^fa' %4l^ri^Ao;  Atf- 
^prc^  ^B6leln^;ibod)lM.tjS^^^nii»,H  1^ 

p.  ^.     -  The  ^roj^tbrs  pf|  fhjp.  .^Jj^pi^^ji^pFp  l^yj^hftlilfy^ 

Mr  Humphry,  as  appears  from  a^  paiier  drawn  up  in  defence  of 

the^  proposals,  and  addressed  (as  we  tmnk)  foXord  fiqriiign. 

jMU froftiio^^Ie^W ^'S¥it mdl^aVd  Kfenti^tt^tb^Uigd llMai'&iM 

taten  place,  the  pound  trpy.y^fipe  Sil|pY;^^i^dj.^v^|^^5f^S^P^ 
iAto  no  mbit;  than  ai?3.  5^.  5^d.  exceejding  that  of ,  the  Qu/ecn's 
Silver  Mongy^'Birt'by^iiflfendiiW^^^ 

aU^vi>yr(&iT<Ui  tlmnCrt^/p^lo^^nMi^  4hM^  \^M)e^  iS^^'taiing 
ef<|<^,^9^  a|teiri']#ber^i^  l^etffttrpit 

jLbe  very  name  of  1/cue  Money,  and  the  remembrance  of  the  con- 
fusion Jately^oc^^^^, by  it,  was  the  fe^oi;^tt  }ft^W«hlWe,  of 
-its  not 'being  Attended  to."  [Snelling*8  note.]     I  do  not  imdet- 
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mM  di)^r/nQ6>apf9idatr(fifK]ibaU^tha4.ai prefix 
dhfplttfiMig^ito  thfii  Queen  wiouM  eyar.l^e  renew^j^ 
acid  therefore  it  must  be  presumed,  that  at  this  tio)^ 
» ^qfiestBMi^jlvMi  islaiedi  toi  Martirv  i  Warden  of  i  the 
Mi^%  ^8pec|fc>i%  tbe  ooi  mag  p£  »F»rthiiig$ :  whether 
ttLOMrkethnnrof  Si]ver^i;o{iSttfef.debased»  or  Cop* 
l^r^ltfaiidgbijIjBakejrepreMnts^.it  ti(;>»  have  happen^ 
■aich^iatlr  in  her  reigi>/. ,  M^vtin-a  Report  waf> 
that  if  they  were  of  Silver,  of  the  standard  of  tbe 
«tlienC<iini^  tbe.piee^* would/ be^.oa|yi  two  g^afns^ 
imtkeriQOBY»nieb%.C€^iied  A^r^  lma()k4  fi^r  ps^yj- 
wl^ntu  If  ihey  wcJM^  i^f^rfig^e d  hy,  ^  k^mi^^^^  If 
she  gramfiy  Mhich  \M9.tbeisi»ail^t  tJMymonyf^ffi^Q%^ 
imild^he^  than  theieswojold;!!©  QigUtyiii;iiS^qTjr»oiwi^ 
and  ift  emry  p6uDd>nin©»flamid^>w4>sj?|tyj, .^fx^ 

wouM  he  €i]rren4i  fdritw«iity,;SbiMiPgs^/  Thi?»  j^^^or^fr 
ii)an«hip  wbi^ld  .co*t  tW9 JShJJIingtf!  >a«i4i  eigh^.  Pi?9i^ 
tH^Mfi^itfitl  weigh  t«.  ,.  Thtf  Ismail  J  iqn^tiitp  pf,§jWpr 
fFpuW 'wibke.nd  sliowj^and/vy^JWjJ&e  cje^rly  Ip^t;^ 
Hud  a9.i^^tJyito^«it<»fifit^>a^if  tib^y  weri^  ^nly  Cqp- 
piw^w,:  hgttfc,tf  made  ^f  Coppipr^ ,th^y,  ijg^ight  be  ,fii^hj- 
fiilly  made  of  one  pen ny weigh t;the,pi^<:p,  twOjhw*- 
llrfld  aiidf<»ty  in  ^ihepwp^ilaAd  be  currefijk  for^ve 


»tand  wlvit  SnelHpg  means  by  the  remark,  above  stated,  tipoti 
the  difference  between  the  projected  bai66  Mbney  iiid  xhtf  QiieM^ 
M^er  Cdihs:  -Bfti^  In^^threoVih^  I^h  of  A^il,  <l57ai.  ttte 
j^txitY^btasdard'  SilveprwuatQ  b«  shom^nttf  tt^ir^.  P9MQdi»  |by 
<al|,  Ihepefore  the  base  Money  ^p^ra  ;to  h^yQ  been  ii^tjsnded  ta 
ei^eeed.it  by  ^ve  SUllinss  and  five  Pence  Halfpenny  in  tlie 
^ound  weight,  -  '         -     *« 

'^  5^  Leake's  Wbrdfi  are,  '^  tpftteei4i:Hza4bte«i,  ifWetes,  '<hlitfi«iiMi- 
d^t*  0&b6Hl&ratkn  6efdr«  W  tieafV^i^^h^*4bi!S»$iDn  was«(atl!^tD 
Martin,"  By  these  words  I  understand  him  to  intend  zome  little 
time  before  Tier  death,  but  they^i^lurfldlk^fodtrfiitf  St«W^Who66: 
authority  lie  quotes  r  Y<Jr  tc  says  diAy^Wi  ikr'i^l^''  •    -^y *  <^  *^-  'r, 


#^ 
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ShilKfigr. '  ^Th^ef^wxmid  betfipt  fiop.'Bse^  «iid>0f  lAfi- 
ti}ttf'cdhlihtianee,  vkt^  in  tbe«rf  tbete  vAs^n^  ptcpit^ 

4l^i  of  embasinsf*.  ■  '    -'^^  ••«•'  •'  •"  **"     *  -•  . 

Other  prop6sal8  Were'  iDAde  >t]0-the  "Qoesiiy  pro* 
bablj  about  life  sarhe  tfmev 'to  coin  Oopper  Plec^b^ 
lot  Farthings  and  Halfj^nce^  the*  first  < to*/ wtigb 
twelve  grains,  and  the  otAier  twenty^tburj  hy  m\nch 
the'  pound"  weight  Ti^oy  VfQuld  be^coified  t into  ten 
Shilling^:        '  ^  »       in-  •    .  ,* 

These  'prop69a1«  Were  *  m>  fir  ftppnlved  lof^  ^tfaot  a 
P^ir)blan^atioU'  Vrai  drawh  up  to  (ihake  tfaeoL  carrtnti 
11  begirt  ^ith  ^^tin^/  tbat  bet  Majesty 'had,  in  tbe 
Wgitirting'  bf  hfer  'reign^  Tcnbred  the  Money  frooi 
^ffm  atldba^  nr)bit«t*ttvitb  fifieGold  and'fin«:SiI«ee^ 
WlHch^5<0dd'^  ifevdurifhe  intended  to  contiiMie  bud 
It^dfhHaih'. '  Yt^t ' b^titk&,  atMrdihg<  to  the  rtife  vaad 
^t  Vi^^n  '^  tlY^  Sil  v^t"  Mdrfey  /  no  'smaiy^  Coifis  eonH 
be  tfiaA^  thev*6f  ith^^nr  P^iiby  of  Tbfe^^IVirti)ingii^ 
4h^  tiiat  her'!^aje§tf  hiad'  bemiinform^fthM' her 
^bbjedtd' had  Heed  ^  rnialler'MoniM;  U^lil^e«  kui 
^Vt^fiingsj'andcbii^flythlittfte^poi^Bii^t^  gr«tt 
fbsj?'fcif'wanttherebfi''.-^'"'  '"''  '♦?  ''•••  ^o  >hs({f  vljiei 
"Her  Mdjesrty,  tntrtidihg'tdirettifedy  th$^hiiiii^,l>hi»a 
jpceived  divers  devices  for  making  such  sm^ll  ,Mo- 
^^^es/3»d  also  o^mplaints  agaipsrthe  7^^ 
iLead  and  Tm,  generally  caine4.  ^Axt^ere^p  jmt^ 
bf  t^ddt'smatl'  Monies,^  by  grecers^i^iiitnet^^jftuidlei^ 
arid  alehouse-keepers;  and  dtveti  <3i:her  p^l-kmisl'  But 
as  all  those  devices  tendcid  to  the  Bfealch  'oif  'the  fi6e 
stavdard  of  the  Co^n,,  in.  suph  siipi^ll  Monies^  rt^ey 
had  been  rejected '  by  her  M^eaty*^   .Ni^l^xtbelesffy 

.  f  v»-e^*%  R'  ^ft. >fl\M>ting.  S<i^I«>  Stow,  >. }.  ch.  la  p.  10^. 
Stow says^  this jur^pqsal for  i^ ^opj^t, Coinage .wasmaae by  Mar-p 
tin  and  Palmer.  ^ 
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Iiper  Majesty  beiVig  wiTrmg  to  remedy  the  disorders 
prising  Trom  ,these  J  okens,  did  oy  that  Proclamation 
forbid  the  making  or  using  any  such  after  the  Feast 
6f  An  ISamts  next  ensuing,  witnout  special  warnint 
and  .com mission  iHom  ner  Majesty,  on  pain  of  im-* 
prispuipent  Tor  one  year,^  ^na  such  nne§  as  should 


thiogfc^fiWs.Blw  jjte  Jat^r  ef|«(^'  witbi^hg/ijR^R  qf ,  ^i^,^ 
(§lMl^,^4Ald^t<&  b&  «^fl1^t^tkvfiM^bdiit  4)^ndonutticAifc^j 

in  such  sum  of  twenty  Shillings,  or  un^i^^  tjbterfr: 

I^e^&es  "''''  ^'^  ''''' '"''  "'^'^  ^'^'  "'  ^''^'^  ^^  ^niii'jaa  »-.fi'.;"L.i!v.-  tut 
^-  :'?=j"i3  •"'V    'VAT-  <"^  )J9.ioiJai|i(  .I'Sid  tti  i?hr(  -iy^ 

9i]Ve)r'^til;f &n<t''isipn|^%«.tfo>  ^ei4K;Mandftv||§qa|cedBdAi 
mg  t(j':  tK^'Oi^iiihc^  HiiadftSiil''  tfife  iSfiiftf  M^l|iHa^ 
iSy  (/e^aretf  ifial  sh^W^uW  pV^e^^tj' '|«|^  ^M 
that  there  should  be  coined  a  competent  numl^r  of 


PeQOe  of  the, fine  standard:  and  that,  before  ttkE^said 
%a9t  of  jAU  §am^,.8lp^^^,o0ld  9^^^ 


men  lo  maKe  only  so  many  ot  the  said 
Sihouid  think  necessary  for  the  use  ot  tier  oepDle; 
and  that  she  would  appoiBt  her  especial  omcer  ta  be 
resident  in  some  notoripu^  Pl^ce  m  the  yity  of  Lon^ 
don,  t9  mj^e  excharjge,,  twp  par^^  in^the  sfiici^Silver 
Pe»ce^,  and  a  ^hircj  part  in  the  paid  Pledges,  her 
Majesty's,  intent  beiijg  to  take  aw^y  thp  prjvaj;^  ' 
T<9^en8,  whicb,.  witjhpiit  p^judice  to  her  jToyal  esji^^ 

b'ff.^subi^qfs  s*ipu)<i. instead  tbei^^oy, jiay^p  jfar  i^^^^^^ 
<59^;reriiep.t  pledge,^  pniy^^^^     ,P?rte  |?.rS)J  M^t 

n^yer.,  pwW'^^^^d,,  pyr  did  ^tjie  ^^^^^^^  ^^of  m 

it,^ver  t5»H^,p^gp^,^^l  tlj^jjf  ^yas^,(^nij,^see|^s^^^^ 

Gc^agei  /lt>p^tic(i3(!i'N<^^i;  '^''^f«i^>ti(:>Me  lolit^'^tni^gmi 
tainhr'ivtsi  iBfeendcd  tabelpibliaMtdtli^fveeit  i^  9^Yfii^7^i^ 
15SJJ^  ipr  liprd  Bwr^igh>  Wtt^p  (jjp^t  |ppi^Jipi^)^^tg^^,iyc^r<J 


fill 


MartiDi 

fa^evi^,  'ut>o6  ^k^^bj^t^df  ^e^plMg^ 

ciSed.in  the  Prootoniation  as  intended  tp  be  coined,  but  PeDnw 
uje  spoken  of.  *  ^     .  • 
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been  Ae  sinking  a  Ke,  and  striking  off  some  pieces 
as  patterns.  That  fot-  the  Farthing  has  not  yet  oc- 
curred; hut  a  fevT  for  the  Halfpenny  are  known 
both  in  Silver  arid  Copper  i  they  are  very  scarce  9. 

It  wais  prdbably  upon  the  fditure  of  this  project, 
that  the'^fteen  granted  a  licence  to  the  City  of 
Bristol  to  coin  Tokens ;  "which  were  matte  of  Cop- 
per, with  a  5«h4p  on  one  side  and  c.  b.  on  the  other, 
signifying  Civitas  Briito!,  They  4vent  cnrrent  in 
that^^eity,  aifid  ten  miles  about,  for  small  things*. 

1*5 73-6.  By  a  Statute  itiade  in  the  Parliament 
vrhich* 'was  held  by  prorogation  on  the  eighth  of 
February  in  her  eighteenth  year,  it  was  declared  to 
be  high  treiaisbn?  but  without  corruption  of  blood  or 
forfeitiire  of  dower,  to  impair,  diminish,  falsify, 
scale,  or  lighten,  by  any  art,  ways,  or  means  what- 
soever; the'proper  Monies  or  Coins  of  the  realm,  or 
of  any  other  realms  allowed  and  suffered  tb  be  curr 
rent,  at  the  time  of  the  offence  committed,  within 
the  realm  of  England,  or  any- the  dominions  of  the 
same,  by  the  Proclamation  of  the  Queen's  Majesty, 
her  heirs  and  successors.  This  Statute  was  to  take 
eflfect  upoti  the  1st  of  April  following,  and  was  oc- 
casioned by  the  advantage  which  had  been  taken 
under  th^t  passed  in  her  jSfth  year<^  against  clipping, 
washing,  rounding,  and  ftHng  of  Coins,  which,  being 
a  pena;l  Statute,  was  obliged  to  be  taken  and  ex-^ 
pounded' strictly  according  to  the  words  thereof,  by^ 


1  it' 


i'  t  }i 


c  SneUisglft  GoK^er  €<iai^;e,  p.^  S.  Sde  Silver  Coins,  I^aie 
XV.  No  11.  ]^  10  is  a  ple^e  of  the  same  kind  for  a  Ptonf, 
dated  l€pl.  ■ 

<i  Ma]yne*s  I^x  Mercatoria>  p.  194.    ^  the  account  of  tke^ 
Mint  at  Bristol. 

«  Statutes  EH?,  cap.  11 


■  / 
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which  means  other  simyftr  ofibiM%had  )Mt«n  df«H«A 
and  pmcti$ecl,  tnd  cduM  i|ot  be  pmishod  b)^  tl^t 
Statute ^  i:    . 

In.the.sameParliaipaiit  the  ab«9^  in  GaMsmitba^* 
work  were  jtaiken  intP  qoniidar^tioii ;.  and  it  wan  «n« 
acted,  thatyi  after  the  itoth  oif  Aprils,  iio<^Ubmth: 
should  wdKk)  sell,  or  esohange/  ^r  ^te  to  h^ 
worked^  &c^  &c^  any  wsims.  of  Gold  leai  ui  .fineiMiat 
than  two  and  jtwentjr  qoata,  and/that. he  i»houldi1lse. 
no  sother,,  inniril,  or  other  atufilpgs  whatmevejri  mpiie 
than  should  be  n^ceaiarjr^  and.  that  h^  sbwid  not 
take  above  the  rate  of  tsrelvi^  P^e&ioe  f9r»  the  qunee  of. 
Gold,  beaide^  the  fiiahioq,  mom  tha^  .the  biiyef 
should  pv  might  be  allowed  .for.  the;  same  at.  th^ 
Queen^s  %qhaage  or  Mijat^  U|x>n  pain  tp  forfeit  tbf  t 
value  of  the  thi^  90  4K>ld  pr  exchangedp*  . 

That  he  shoii^d  not^t  to  sale  any  wares,  kc.^K^ 
Silver  befc^re  i;^  shoidd  faave.aet  hia  ow^  Oiark 
t;herepn,  to  80  much  as  might  oonveniently  biear  it, 
upon  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  same. 

And ;  if  ia»  any  Goldsmiths*  wares^  &a.  toMclifi^« 
marked,  and  allowed  for  good  by  the  Ward^s  ;and 
Corporation  of  tl^at  mystery,,  after  the  ^id  ^th  pf  * 
Apri)^  ther^  should  be  £>tmd  any  fakhood  or  ^e<;eit» 
then  the  Wardens  and  CorporaJ^on  of  that^mj^^yt 
for  the  time  being,  §hbatd  forfeit  (he  v^lne  oC  fi}6 
said  wares^  &e.Jf  .... 

Great  abuses,  it  seems^^had  of  late  yeai^  ||^ro,vTn.^y 
the  eorrupt  dealing  of  sundry  Merchants  and  9ro- 
ker0,  as  well  ettai^rs  as  SngliBh^  up^ '  bwigfun*  of 
exchanges  and  reefaanges.  By  whicfh  not  only  the 
£ood,  laudable,  and  profitable  use  of  naturkl  mer- ' 

» ■ 

f  Statute  18,EIi25.  cap.  1.  8  Statute  18  Elii.  ca^.  t^\' ^ 
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ch9pAhi^\^fi^  gjFffiXly ^^  the  true  v^liieiroC 
tbe^|^0nilet4^jld(ierrea)|i^we,re  1^^  abased,  and  ^e 
Cu^toipreand  Subsidie^.diminished  abd  withdrawn^ 
with  sundry  other  inconveniences. 
"  ^  5r^  Hfcr  M?tjc«ty  J^herefore  gave  notice,  by  Pfo- 
olam^tian  on  .the  ^ht of  September,,  that  the  Laws 
^pdl  Startotes  forrner^ly  inade  for  thp  jrefulation  of 
Bichangeft  woul^^be  put  in  exee^tio|l 

And  :^of  tt^e  Jkiw|ul  s^sfaction  of  all  such  as 
should  Jiave^  neoessary  i^ajiseitp^t^ke  or  deliver. any 
Money  by  ewhjtngej^ij^^^ieirj^  i^iild  J?e  qerjaiin  orders 
in  wj-itifqg  set  up^  pla^s  i^ftnv^qitUft,  declaring  the 
rafi»  thereof,  asv^  fti^rn^.is^bo^ld  .a94  9V»ght  to  be 
paid  to  the  i^sse  qf  ijpif .  ftlf^a^'*^  ,or.t9  ber  Jtfifei^lers 
andOffijR^^s  th|ar?tp^t^M)rized.,  ^  ,  ,,  ,  ^  . 

fiy  dwse  oiider9^,  the  pm^ment  of  dne  Penny  for 
the  exchi^nge  Q(§iYfrTS  Nofele^  both  hy  the  drfiverer 
and  the  taker^  was  reduoed  to  on^  Farthing  by  e^h  ^. . 

l577T,;,^'^*h«^?*t  y/?»«^  wa.iW  In^e^tpm  with 
Lofiispn^^  ]^ster  of . the  M jl^t;  JToir  Gpld  and  Silver  of 
theold  standard,  precisely upofv the,s{ii>ie. ter^is  as 
tha|;,whic;h  ^a^^jjnqide  with  him  in  th^  t#h  y^ar  qf 
the: Qj4eei>>4  /.'  '■..„  -    ,  ■•.    :  ,  .     .  . 

Tl^f^ffenc^s  o^c^i^t^i1foUiq&?od  diniipi9hiog  t^^ 
Cainf^,s^|,i2oji»timjf^  tq(|)e^pr«ctise4»>  fto^with^twdt » 
ing  t\i^  preeaation^  >ybicb  h^  J^en.tokeq  .to  pr^ent. 
tl)i3nf,:fer  .iofi  thi*  y^r JUchard  Rqbinaon,  gpld- 
so]^,  jfWi  i^^F^i  fi^om  tjbe  ^i^er  of  I^odqn  to^ 
TypQtx^  and  jrt^f^^^aiigfd,  %  .9Upylng.pf  Gojd  ^  ^ 
«nd  in  this  jr^i^fV;0^.the  ne^xt,  John  de  I^y,  or  l4>y:> 

.  ^  Harl,  MS^§8^  folio  iSdr-    See  tbe  on)?r8^  at  length,  ia  the 
.History  of  Exchanges^  sub  anno.  >    * 

>  Lowndes^  page  50.  •  ^ 

k  U9lin8hed>  vol.  il.  p^l970.    Stow,  p.  1190. 
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a  'liVendhrridn,  A'Ad  'W^^Kh|liar5gAl<terteh;  yr€re 
com^fid  fl-btn  the  Tfbftier' tttward  "NoiVrtch," there- 
to bfe  a(irr&igned  &i0  execiited,  for  coi^iUg  IHbhey 
counterfeit  I.  '^  '        '^  =    '  •'  '       '  '""''^  ■>'  " 

In  Ireland  tftese  practi^Ts'  wil»re,  ih'  o(%  ^i^c«ilar 
instance,  carried  oh  iii  open  defiance  Of  Gbv<h>hi|)@ii1t. 
•  J  578^/'  The  Province  of  Cofttiaughi  vWtjf  ih^me 
part  troubled,:  by  lil^^hs  Of  Of  trdrke,  64)«iifi  W^lft* 
sumtiin'e,  in  whose  Viouiitiy  wefr^  certain  Coidcff^of 
Mohey,  and  }Aiihiftiiidd%  hiWi  Th*  C6!6h«rVJn- 
der^hdihg  thet^,  tt^^ht  trAto'0H;rat^e  for  <l^; 
who  dertifed  to  dtfnVrt"khy' bf  flieta';  Wher^t^'^to 
correct  that  his'^^pridfej^'^isbbediefttee/^rtd  tbsolef^, 
he  sent  -ar  pinkie '  b«h<!^  6f '^^jdftUeii,  who  distre^s^ 
Orwarke,  slew  his  meti^HcyoIt'hfs  castle,  and  put 'alt 
theWaWFt^ih6^dr$'^>¥f!h(^reup6h  h«  came  With 
all  fitifdilii^y/  ^d  'lt\Ci^iEtitt^  hiiuslsilf,  aiid  ctilved 
pardirti'"*;*  •^■*'  ■''"''  -'"'^  '•''  '--^^i-'-^-i  ''■' "   ■■■■^^2  -  v  b.-  ■ 

W'  flie  satrie'ycar'aCofitrtloJsfifbta^w^s  tna^  "bbt, 
dated  tipon'ft)fe"1|gfeIt'6fD4^T>df,  T<y  W^iich  Eoiiii 
soh,''9^^ei'dft1Ve'l!IRti^  "W^^g^n -dieted  toudd 
FenMe^ t^i'Aib 6ih^ ^^^.'  << %«hi^edirtiii?list&tV 
it  appears,  that  notwithstanding  all  the  ^'(6^9  fti^ 
dent^ii^'wbte l»r-Sifv^-'Mbn«y  ^df'^^  ^tMiflbl^d, 
the«^^#a5, 'hcr«it>ve^,  ibbttriUii  ltth(^.^ft<^iifl'db«M. 

tidriim/'<M!  Wthe,'h«^d^  iii  '\!^iiim^  tit'dofifi'tiMi 

sev^l  piitici^  aiki^l^fiiiatter  1t^(«r  tbMi  thoa^^h- 
denttri^k  i4)vih%Cl^i^fl:  ii'th^rdjr«<^  ftr(h,  itWt' 
leciM^tK&^^Oiiittii^Wcte'M^'Ik^ikHl^,  im  t^th 
pf  Aj)frr,  14%lfei«ytli,'*%hkf  th*"Qteen,fbr  great 


1  Hoh'nsfiga*,  "Mirfc' J.,''ia7r.  an;  iin^'  S<S\»f,  pi'  llM.  an. 

1S78.  ■■*'■'  *  ■      ---■■.><''•■. 

■"  Holinsbed,  vol.  I.  Chronicle  of  Ireland,  ^1 149'.'  'Fhe  Cu}o- 
nel's  name  is  not  given  \fj  Hnlinshed,  ' 
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and  urgent  causes  her  thereunto  moving,  minding  for 
a  short  tikne  to  tolerate  some  alteration  from  the 
express  words  of  the  ^aid  Indenture,  authorized  the 
said  Lonison  to  make,  besides  the  sort  of  Money 
thereby  appointed  to  be  coined,  Pennies  720  to  the 
pound,  and  to  make  the  Gold  of  the  fineness  of  2$ 
carats  3  grains  and  one  fourth,  and  the  Silver  of  the 
standard  of  1 1  ounces  1  pennyweight ;  and  to  shere 
the  Gold  at  ^3^.  1^.  lO^d.  and  the  Silver  at  60 
Shillings  and  3  Pence,  the  pound  weight ;  Remedy, 
one  eighth  of  a  carat,  and  two  pennyweights,  as 
usual,  &c.  Which  Commission  Was  to  extend  to  no 
Bullion  that  should  be  taken  in  after  the  34th  day 
of  April  then  next  ensuing :'  but  like  Commissions 
Were,  however,  renewed  after  this  from  time  to 
time/« 

Besides  this  variation  from  the  Indenture,  which 
was  authorized  by  her  Majesty,  it  appears  that  Lo- 
nison had,  for  some  years,  coined  the  Money,  in 
weight  and  fineness,  six  Pence  Farthing  in  the 
pound  weight  und^r  the  standard.  He  wds  accused 
of  thiv  by  Martjm,  the  Warded  of  the. Mint,  and  dh 
especial  Commission  was  ap^ttited  to  inquire  itito 
thecase.  The CommisBioners  ma^  dieir  report  upon 
the  24^  of  May  in  this  year,  in  which  they  reoom- 
mimded  to  the  ^ueen  to  give  him  a  discharge  ibr 
what  w%is  paot  (because  be  thought  he  was  acting  in 
conformity  with  the  terois  of  his  Indenture,   and 

»  Folke8*s  TaUa  of  SUver  Coum,  p.  55  note  *.  I  know  not 
Vfhy  die  Indenture  of  her.  14th  year  is  here  referred  to,  in  pre- 
ference of  that  oi  ber  19th  year,  which  was  exactly  in  the  same 
terms,  and  so  much  nearer  in  point  of  time.  The  provisions  of 
this  commifision^detract  very  much^  from  the  merit  which  Elisa- 
beth always  assumed  from  the  restoratian'of  the  old  standard. 
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becaose  the  prosecution  of  the  suit  had  been  very 
chargeable  to  him),  and  that  he  might  pass  bis 
account 

Also  that  the  Warden  Richard  Martyn  nijght 
have  a  discharge  for  passing  such  account.  And 
they  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  Martyn,  in  the 
controversy^  had  done  nothing  for  his  own  benefit, 
but  for  her  Majesty's,  and  to  discliarge  his  duty  as 
Warden*  '      ,  " 

If  her  Miyesty  shpuld  allow  this,  then  the  Inden-'. 
tures  to  be  renewed. 

In  consideration  of  Loni$on!s  complaint,  thait 
fourteen  Peiice  Farthing  upon  the  pound  weight 
were  too  little,  to  bear  all  his  charges,  the  Commis- 
sioners recommended  to  her  Majesty  to  advadte  the 
same  to  fiftee^,  Peiioe ;  and  if  Lonison  should  «ot 
accept  that  allowance,  and?  the  discharge  for  what 
was  past,  •  fhen  the  .Queen  to,  appoint  another  offi- 
cer; but  LoBison^  ii^  ponsideration  of  hjs  .services, 
to  have  a  peufion.  pf  three,  hundred  Pounds  per 
wmum  for  l)is  life,  i^nd  oii^  hundred  Pound?  per 
annum  to  his  wife  aftfor  his  decease^  .during  her  life, 
qut  of  the  Coins^e^ 

1580.    It  ja^ears,  frQRi  ^  fet^r  a^jldre^ied  by 


<•  Report  and  Opinion  of  tbe  Lords  ancl  othere  her  Majesty's 
Oommissioners  touching  the  controversy  9n  the  Mint  causes. 
WxA.  MSS.  699.  p.  204.  Signed,  Nichdtas  ttacwi,  WiU.  fini^- 
ley,  Tho.  Sussex^  Robert  Leeeister,  Christopher  Hatton,  Fra. 
WMsingbame,  WMter  Miklmay.  Fkom  tlie  alMtract  ^  an  ac- 
count which  ivas  made  out  l^tha' Warden^  it  appears  chat  tha 
profits  arising  from  this  debasement  of  the  Gold  and  Silver  €oias, 
and  from  tlie  difierenos  of  the  shere^  BmaonHSed,*  during  a  space 
of  little  more  than  four  years,  that  is  from  the  19th  of  April 
1572  to  t}ie  last  day  of  July  1576,  to  no  less  a  sum  than 
^6,757.  5f,  4j<f.     Harl.  MSS.  698.  p.  115. 
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Kichpvd  i^ityiioio .  Ihe .  l^^d  Tpeasur^^  Burleigh, 
^^j^M^Jfune  1580,  thtt.the  eui;r€nt  Coins,  both,  fo- 
^  reign  and  her  Majesty's,  were  gi^atly  counterfeitecL 
:i.JBigbt  persom  bi^  been  a^prdbended  for  oouoter- 
^felting  tfais  foreign  iMotiey ;  «»d  ^foar  more  were  in 
^prJbpn  ior>  skaliDg .  her :  Mi^sAy^  Cmm,    ^mma^ 
Ji|»l)<dli9Q0Si^for.  Sixpi^^    %X(A  being  privy  to  the 
^ mialiifig  Wfie  StiKemP*^  In  itl^  «iQOth  :of  Decw^ber 
I^Uowiiig^  8ull,  a  Monief  o£the  Miiit,  and  one  Al- 
sope^  were  taken  for  coining  false  Angels  of  sixty 
Sbilling^  tbetoum:m  JBind. inJPebruftrjr;  seven  persons 
5i^rie  appre^bended  (m^kHiagiimA  for ^twunterfiei ting 
:Sp;penc§%  two  -of  ^w  Worn  feftd  -bfiien.ibflbre^^^^re- 
^fjh  1  sSk^  -In 4ier,^d/y^n A*a»()id!ied  a/Cmmiimion, 
miiiil^rjto  tbaitofi  b9rvdlst>.4atBdiiftpo»  thej^h  pf 
^[^y,  ^d^to,ooIlA]nll^llifl^  f^  «f  Oc-r 

ittbfiiife«ex,$|plkjwii^*J4^  aiwl<i^  ^^arit;  tbiit  ianollier 
gi^fiu^ated  uppn  tbft  ^24  0f  Angnst^tn  .this> year^ 
iiv;bieb  endwed  only  three-m^iithsi^i.  r.  laeake,  who  as 
my  ^ij^bwi^  fw  tM^QommimosAfdoei  ncntgnre.^te 
-w^ht^eiT  fiifc0nesRof:the-6orn$  to  be  made  by^t^  but 
£$o^ly llieqiiaiitity^^i^etaally coin^^-with  the ideduc-r 
tiou  for  Goio&ge;  so  that  it  does  not  appear  whether 
any  departure  from  the  terms  of  the  Indenture  was 
/^^thorized  by  this,  as  by  the  fornaer,  or  notv    In- 
deed! rather  su^ct  some  inaccuracy  in  bis  state-* 
ment,  as  the  time  to  which  he  limits  this  Comm.is-^ 
sion,  ihrefe  months,  Would  n[iake  it  run  for  two 
months,  that  is|  througA  September  and  October, 
with  the  preceding  Commission  of  the  25th  of  May, 

r  Folkes,  page,5|S^  nofe^   ,,     ;,,;  ,jS,:i^8*e,,pagege>q,v  .  * 
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''  1 5^2.  Another  GbTiitfii8Ki<»n  to  Sir  Richard  Mur- 
tyn  was  granted  dn  the  33d  of  May  in  thivyear; 
^  whefiein  it  u  set  forth^  (kfter  tieeiting  that  the 
^eeahad  granted  the  like  Commissieti  upon  the 
25th  of  May, 'regni  28®,  to  continae  iii  farce  to  die 
Jast  of  October  then  next  follovmig,)  that  she,  being 
minded  for  some  time  longer  to  tolerate' the  same 
alterations,  gives  this  CommiitBion  evet«f  way  the 
same,  to  continue  to  the  last  of  November  then  neit 
coming  V  •    .  • 

1582-^3.  In  her  25th  year,  Richard  Martin  cove- 
nanted to  coin  \Gold  and -^Silver  aoeei^fng- to  the 
«laadard  of  the  indenture  «f  ^  her  19th  year,  and  in 
any  of  the'  denominations  mentioned  in- the  same^. 

Bot  on  the  3(Mb  of 'January,  intlttit  year,  a  new 
Indenture  was  made  with  Sir  Richard  Martin^  Mas- 
ter and 'Worker  of  the  Monica,  by  which  'be  cove^ 
iianted  to^coin  tln^  poisnd  .weight  troy  of  standard 
Gold  into  seventy<-tWo  Angels  at  ten  Shillings 'apiece, 
with  halvea^  and  quartera  in'  firoportion,  and  that 
every  pound- should  contain'  by  tale  tbtrt]^-stx  pounds. 
1^6  pound  'we^ht  of'  Silver  *of '  the  old  itandani '  he 
agreed  to  coin  into  sixty  Shillings,  or  a  proportionate 
miiaiber  of  Six^nees,  Two^penees/  Fence,  or  Half- 
pence*, 

By  this  instrument,  the  pieces  of  three  Pennies, 
tbcee  Halfp^inies,  and  three  Farthings,  were  all 

t  Folkesj  pyge  i56,  note.  In  this  year.a^^ai^^w^  hi^^* 
^raMrn>  9jpd  quartered,  for  clipping  Money,  an4,  his  quarters 
were  set  on  the  four  gates  of  Chester.     [Kiilg^d  Vale  Royal,  p. 

<m^     •      •       •  ^-    .     -i  ^     s,        ;      -     . 

V  Lowndes^  page  51. 

^  Indentttre,  MS.  penes  G.  Chalmers*  Arm^ '^  I'faeda^,  which 
is  there  omilt^,  is  ^ven  from  Folkes^  V^  ^' 
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laid  aside;  and  the  Halfpenny  was  first  coined  in 
thisrei^n. 

'  1583*4.  In  this  year  also  he  was  authorized^  by 
Commission,  to  coin  the  pound  troy  of  old  standard 
Gold  into  forty*eight  Nobles  at  fifteen  Shillings 
npieoe,  or  twenty-four  Double-Nobles  at  thirty  Shilr 
lings  each,  making  thirty-^six  Pounds  3^. 

15S6.  It  was  probably  about  this  year,  when  the 
Queen  sent  the  Earl  of  Leicester  to  assil^t  the  Dutch, 
that  some  of  her  Coins,  both  Gold  and  Silver,  'were 
countermarked  with  a  stamp  of  the  arms  of  Ze&kmd, 
to  give  them  currency  in  the  Low  Countries*.  Leake 
says  that  he  had  seen  an  Angel  of  Henrj^  VL  sto 
marked,  and  that  it^was  done  in  the  rei^  Of  Elifa- 
beth,  for  the  purpose  above-mentioned  *. 

In  this  year  an  Irish  Statute  was  made  against 
forging  and  counterfeiting  foreign  Coins.  It  ifefenred 
to  Statute  14  Eliz.  chap.  iii.  of  which  it  was  indeed 
a  copy. 

^  1587.  On  the  12th  of  October,  in  her  29th 
year,  a  Proclamation  was  issued,  ibr  reforming  the 
d^eits  in  diminishing  the  value  of  the  Coins  of 
Gold  current  within  the  Queen's- Msyesty's  Domi- 

y  Lowndes,  yagt  51. 

«  Folkes,  page  5B.  See  Silver  Coins,  Plate  XV.  Noi  2  and  4* 
Du  Cbesne  says,  that  the  States  of  Zelaade  struck,  in  1585,  in 
memory  of  jQueen  Elizabeth's  protection.  Coins  of  Sflver  and 
Copper,  bearing  on  the  Obverse  the  arms  of  Zelande  luctOr 
ET  EMER60;  and  oh  the  other  side,  autoae  dbo,  PAViNtB 
iiEbiMA,  to  signify  thoLt  by  Ihe  assistance  of  God,  and  tlie  fiiLvour 
'  of  the  Queen,  the  lion  of  Zelande  was  fireed  from  the  waves  of 
'  the  sea.  [Histoire  Gen^al'e  D*Angleterre,  D*EscQSse,  &  D*Ir% 
landa,  p.  1385.]  See  the  Medal  here  alladied  to  in  Evelyn's  IHs- 
coufsd  4$f  Medals,  fagt  96.    It  keairB  the  date  of  l€86i 

A  Leake,  page  181.    There  is  tme  in>lhe  Brilisii  MuBeum. 


ELI£AB£T|I.  73 

nipna,  and  for  repiedying  the  .leases  tbat  might  grow 
by  rejceiving  thereof,  being  diminished.  Froiol  which 
it  appears  that  English  Gold  Coins^^  aqd  also  foreign 
Money  current  in  the  realm^  were  exported  into  fi> 
rcdgn  countries,  and  there  diminished ;  and  that  it 
was  afterwards  returhed,  and  paid  in  lieu  of  lawful 
Money.  Others  of  them  were  embased,  by  clipping, 
sQWtbering,  or  other  unlawful  practices,  of  their  diie 
fineness ;  and  many  were  counterfeited  abroad. 

It  wa§  therefore  ordered  that,  after  the  above- 
mentioned  date,  no  person  should  take,  receive,  or 
delivjier  in  payoiepti  any  false  counterfeit  pieces  of 
anyCoin  of^Gqld ^uri^nt  within  the  realm ^,  or  any 
piecf  of  the  same,  being  southered,  or  otherwise 
unlawfully  debased,  or  lacking  of  the  just  weight 
tber^f,  ov^  the  Remedies  and  Abatements  here* 
afi^r  seymlly  e:ipressed^  and  to  be  allowed  in  that 
behalf. 

4. 

And  all  persons  to  whom  such  Coins  should  be 
offered  were  authorited  not  only  to  refuse  them, 
but  also  to  strike  a  hole  at  their  pleasure  in  everv 
such  piece,  and<r  to  cut  the  same  into  pieces,  ten* 
dering  those  so  stricken  through,  and  those  cut, 
presently  after  to  the  owners.  And  if  any  dispute 
dhould  arise,  then  the  offerer  and  receiver  of  such 
Coins  should  repair  to  the  next  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  &c.  who  then,  without  delay,  (taking  one 
other  assistant  of  knowledge  to  him,)  should  judge 
the  Monies,  and  allow  those  which  should  be  allow- 
atd^  for  current  according  to  the  rate  then  estab- 

b  Snelliog,  Gold  Coia,  p»  ^  gives  a  Flacart  «f  the  Sari  of 
Lekester^Sj  from  which  it  appears  that  the  Ryals  of  Elizabeth 
^ere  eowiterfeited  at  Goiciun  in  HQUaiM}y.«Dd  suspi^cls  that  they 
were  the  pieces  aUudcd  to  in  tiie  above  Proelaiaaatioii,    i 
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lisbed,.  and  of  the  contrary  should  presently  execute 
timi)  which  the  Proclamation  appointed.     And,  in 
order  to  enaUevidl  persons  to  ascertain  the  lawful 
^Wiei^Eits^Kmiei^  was  given  to  the  Warden  of  dae  Mint 
in  the  Towery  whose  office  it  was^  to  prepare  up- 
right bi^lances  and  true '  weights,  -  of  every  several 
.piece  of  Gold  lawfully  current  in  the  realm,  and 
tdiso  of  the  eaid  Remedies  and  Abatements,  to  be 
'tftrick^nwith  an  £  crowned,  to  be  ready  to  deliver 
^at  reascmible  prieec^<  to  be  rated  by  the  Treasurer  of 
£ngland» 

.  And  every  City,  Borough,  and  Town  Corporate 
was  required  to  ha^e  one  such  balance,  and  such 
weights,  tiy  be  weHnand^fely^kept,  for  equal  judg- 
ment between  the  Qeieen^  sulgeots  and  all  others. 
And  it  was  ordered  lihat  no  other  weights  but  diese 
should  be  used^  on  pain  of  imprisonment,  without 
bail  or  mainprizB  c.  ^ 


't 


20*. 
105. 

2s.  6d. 
And  in  every 
French  or  Fle- 
mish Crown  cur- 
rent, in  the  realm 
for. 


luj  gn*  du 


The.  Remedy 
and  Abate- 
ment not  to 
exceed 


< 


F, 


Ugr. 

di. 


I    •     I  the  Remedy 
'         '    not  above 
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1587-8.  This  Order  for  the  useof  certeja  M^iglitS; 
was  foUoweii  by  a  Proclamation,  (dated  upon  the 
19th  of  March,)  cdntaihifig  a  declaration  of  an  otder 

c  Proclamation  belonging  to  tliijfc  RtVy  Gbuncil.    See  also 
Folkcs's  Table,  page  7S.  ' 
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milking  of  certain  Mntt  scisw  fev  btiainoes 
ights,  to  wdgii  fl^l.  tnaniler  of  GdW  Gok» 
wiifaiti  the  realm)  pvovided«tD«iiit  tcdd  to  all 
that  should  have  cMiae  Ho  *Me  the^sam^  ^nd 
'wbieh  had  bae&'ipiewed  by  the  Wardens^  and  Assnt- 
ants  of  the  Company  of  Gokbmiths  in  London^'  by 
whom  it  wi»  signed^  limiting  the  uiodry  pricts 
thereof  aocording  to thetraevemil  cpiantities ; ; which 
cases^  with  the  balances  iand^we^bts,  had  been  made 
by  order  of  the  Master  of  her  S^jeaty's  Mint  inr  die 
Tower  of  London,  and  viewed,  allowed,  and  set  io 
^Maaonabie  prices/  by  the  said  Watdens  of  die^^ld- 
rsmkhs  in  Lcandoo,  and  thMenpon,  according  to  her 
JKe{;V«i|y*«f  ProcAoiMSftdir  Aerefo^  made  Jhr  that 
pmtposey  mm  put  ktio  frint,  hjord&c.ofthe  Lord 
'fittlghley^r  Lord  Tmaoover  of  England^  whereof  the 
origiiuil  formsi (spiralled  tod  prized) . jmnained  in  the 
receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  to  be  compared,  mth  such 
as  should  be  sold  by^die^aid  ^Master  of  the  Mint, 
according  to  then*  several  fortns  and'prio^s. 

Tte  first  ind'gt^fifest  cii8e/\ 

First,  a  case  of  Wood  withj 

several  partitions  forxiiij 

printed  weights,  with  iiij 

other  partitions  fot  other  V-  viij  J. 

weights,  and  one  parti-  '  ^ 

tiott  with   a   coyer    for 

grains,  esteemed  at      - 
The  balance  of  the  same 


i  :.  w 


ne  )  1      .V 

case  at  -         '  .    j       J  ' 

The  »itf  printed  weights  for  >      ...  v 

Coins  -  -  J  ^""''i- 

The  suit  of  1  dwt ,  from  ob. 

weight  to  5  dwt.    - 
The  suit  of  grainafrom  di  i    j.>?^ 

grain  to  v  grains  • 


>   IIIJ*.  vjrf. 


»'H 


'1 


ixd. 


^•x'i^ 


»  > 


.1    1 
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The  secoiul  case. 

Item,  a  lesser  or  second  case') 
of  wood,  hiEtving  a  parti- 
tion for  a  balance,  xiiij 
partitions  for  xiiij  seve-  ^  vjrf. 
ral  weights  for  Coin?,  and  f 
one  partition  for  small  I 
grains,  esteemed  at      -  J 

The  balance  of  the  same)      ..  , 
case  at  -  -   j    ^U"* 

ICbn  xitij  |)rinted  weights  at     xviijd. 
]J^bc  grains  -  -  iijrf. 


Y 


.  9  %  ,'  ■ 

The  third  case. 


{(em^  a  fesser  or  third  case" 
of  wood,  having  a  parti- 
tion for  the  balance,  two 

'    partitions  for  the  xiiij  se-  V*    jiijrf. 
veral  weights  for  Coins, 

^   add    one    partition    for 

*»  graim,  esteemed  at     -  ^ 

The  balanoe  of  the  saine^.    .. , 
case  at  -      ^      -   j    **Jt* 

Thq  xiijir printed  weights  at      xviijrf. 
The  grains  -        .^   .         iij^.    j 

The  iiij  case  being  leather, 

«    .         .  • 

Item,  a  leather  case  printed 

and    gilded  with  Gold, 
, ,  having  in  it  a  partition  . 

for  the  balance,  two  par-  h 

titions   for  weights  and  j 

grains,  esteemed  at      -  J 
The  balance  of  the  samel      ... 

case  at  -.  .   j     ^'1^* 

The  xiiij  printed  weights  at      xviijrf. 
The  suit  of  j  dwt  at         .  ixrf. 

The  suit  of  grains  at       ^  .       iijrf. 


iij*.  jrf. 


xiirf. 


*  - 


>-  iiij*.  v]d. 


iijf.    vil.^ 
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The  V  c&se  being  Utten. 

Item,  li  ca^  of  latten  for  a^ 

pair  of  folding  balance^  >  viijcf. 

also  of  latten  at  -  J 

The  balance  of  the  samel  .-^      ^ 

case  at            -            -   J  **  * 

The  xiiij  printed  weights  at  xviijcJ. 

The  grains  at      -            -  iijrf. 

1588-9.  This  Proclamation  appears  to  have  been 
but  little  attended  to^  for  on  the  l8th  of  February 
Richard  Martin  complained  to  the  Lord  Treasurer, 
that,  notwithstanding  her  Majesty's  Proclamation 
respecting  the  weighing  Gold  and  Silver  Coins,  they 
still  continued  to  pass  without  being  weighed,  and 
that  he  had  expended  above  six  hundred  Pounds  in 
providing  scales  and  weights  marked  with  an  s 
crowned,  the  far  greater  part  of  which  still  remained 
upon  his  hands.  He  proposed  therefore  that  the 
Warden  of  the  Mint,  &c,  should  have  authority  to 
see  t;hat  the  said  Proclamation  be  observed,  and^at 
all  other  weights  and  grains  used  against  the  mean- 
ing  of  the  same  should  be  forfeited  ^. 

1 591 .  It  should  seem,  from  a  passa^  in  Budelius, 
that  the  Leaden  Tokens,  the  Plumbeos  Angliae  men- 
tioned by  Erasmus  as  current  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
VII,  or  VIII.  still  continued  to  be  circulated  ^ 

^  PhKfaunatioQ  in  the  Collection  of  the  Privy  Cooiicll.  It  is 
fligaed  by  Hugh  Kayll,  J<4in  Eccleston,  Affiibell  ParUidge/John 
Hyllaid,  and  John  Tox,  the  Wardens  and  Assistants  of  the  Gold- 
smiths* Company. 

.  e  Lansdown  MSS«  vol.  LVUI.  I^o.  63,  entitled'  Mr.  Alderniian 
Martin's  account  of  things  t6  be  considered  as  to  Weights,  Cotn^ 
and  the  Mint,  Feb.  18,  1588-9. 

^  Budelias  de  Monetis,  4to,  col.  Agrip.  1591,  p.  5.  He  thero 
says,  *'  £x  quo  videtui:  sequi,  iJlicitam  Atque  impermissom  fuiss^ 
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19^  t)i;  iSpa;-  'ilh  bcr  35A  yew  anothei^  Com- 
mi^oil  was  |^rant«d  tn  Sir  Ridhard  M^ityn  io  coin 
tito  Pdund  we^hl  of  Odd;  c^  Sfl  c$snit  Sne  liad  ^ 
cardt9  dllay^  into  33  Sdictogns^,  «l  ^  ShtlUdgii  a^- 
l^ieoe;  or  66' Ssii'Smer^^i^^  or  l3^*Cn>wm^  or 
^4VU^€w0mm9y  jmtking3$  PoMd^  by  tales. 

4>595.'  The  prsfictice  of  coioitcnrfeitiilg  the  Coins 
Nyaseoatinuedv  and  some  persons « were' executed  for 
th«*  <criaie  in  her  37th  year  ^. 

1597-  On  die  30th  oi  April,  certain  Goldsmiths^ 
to  eChe  nmmber-of  seteni  complained  to  the  Lord 
Burtei^h^ viLord  Higlr  Trsabui^  that  Sir  Richard 
[li^ifit^n]  detained  ^eat  sums  of  theirs,  per  force, 
whkli  huaid  hem  ooined  loi)]^  since,  CM^ierting  their 
Money  io  bis  ^mn  use,  to  th^ir  da^ifige,  &c.  anfdr 
pn^yied -redbess '.      \    •■  *-•    '^''^  ^r,-^'-- -    '^^ 

,  M  598i    It  is  to  be  praa^med  that  ^bi^  hfiavy  charge  ^ 
was  not  macb  ontj  not  only^bec^nse  n<HhingftM*thee^ 
resptctji^  it  is  to  be  foiind  up<9n  record,  but  also 
beeaiiseiresh  Indentures  i^re,' in  tbe  nexi  yedry 
made  bpeUveen  the  Queen  and  the  ilforeittid  Sir  Ri> 
chai^d  Mi^f^n^  Knt*  and  Richard  Martyn  his  son;  • 
Citksepi'andi  GoMsmidi .  oi  London,^  M^^i&rs'  and 
Workers  of  her  HighnessMVIonies  within  the  Tower 
of  LMPBkm,  ^eoncef nitig  the  making  of  fiiae  tort»  ef 
Money  fef  Irela^di    -That  is  to  say,  the  Shillin|^ 
Gurrent  for ^ «twdi/e  Pence  I rish  v  tiie  ^Efid f^hiHf Hg^  ^ 
for  si*  Pence;  Abe^artirof  the^teHitogjfor  thwfe 
Pfeiice^  ^e  Penny, '  for  one '  Peimy  ritish  f  aild  the 

xaoaetam  plumbeaiQi  licei  apud  Angloa  acttinc  hodi^  pluinb^i 
niiini  di^katiir  «6se  ncisfiti/*    S^s  b^&^,  p.  5a  note  [k.] 
r-LoWJikd9S^:-piige-Mi'-r.     .      ^ -h.-:     *'    •     .  ^  '*'    r/ 

h  Ledke;  }n^^4di;  tquhil^g  Stonr  under  thk  yelir.   -   : .  'i. 
i  ^Arndowh  MSS.  vol.  LXXXl V.  fdlio  1 ; 


H^i-Vm^yf  for  one  HrifpMfty  Irish.  By  forae  of 
M^^ueh  IiHlentuiie  icefAm*  quantitiM  of  ^the-Miid  aeve* 
nl  kiodft  of  Money  werestrack,  sent  pvev  and  isMie^ 
pot  for  the  pliyment  of  the  army,  in  that  kingdom  K  ^ 

These  lisdentures  do  not  aj^pear,  but  are  refeited 
to  in  One  of  her  4^  year.  The  standard  of  thei 
Coins  19  not  therein  specified ;  but  Simon,  on  what 
antbority  (know  not,,  says,  that  it  whs  of  a  verf 
base  mixture  of  Copper  and  Silver,  .vix.  of;  ib.rae 
>ounces  of  Silver  to  nine  ounces  of  Brass  K  * 

l6oo*.  Foom  a.^Regort. which  was  deliirered  to  Sir 
Thomas 'EgertanvI(«t.\iLord  K^fsrr^of  tbo  GmatJ 
Seal,  and,  Thooias.  Lonir  Kttokhnrsf,  Lorjd  High 
Treasurer  of  England,  upon  the  eighteenth! of  Octo- 
ber 1600^.  it  appears  that  the.  loss  by  the  abuse  of 
the  exchange  was  estimated  at  ^.500,O«O  ye^Jy, 
and  above  ^.l0,OO<^.to  her  Mafesty's  Customs,  and 
-£.2><KN)  to  her  Mint,  besides  other  revenues  "^» 

This  loss  was  oocaaioned  chiefly  by  the  $xposta- 
tion  of  BttUion,  which  was .  at  that  time  efarriod  on 
to  a  great  amount,  and  oQcaskwed  the  issuing^  of  a  * 
Pro^aaaation  which  stated  that  BulKon  hadlrf  late 
been  more  eiBported  thati  osual^  by  eertaiatungmte* 
fol  strsdigers^  born  in  fol^ign  partsi,  who  had  Jong 
Hi^in  England  under  her  Aj^jesty's;  safe  conduct 
and  protection.  That  the  eaute  of  this  ^ippeared  to^ 
be  the  nOttHdhservance  of  the  Statutes^formerly  en- 
aeledi  in  ^thfrt  'reS|^t$  and  therefore  it  wasi  eom-* 
manded  that  they  shoiild  be  carefully  observed  in 

^  Siokon,  p.  98,  and  Appendix  No  XI3C.  I  Simoo,  ibid^ 

■D  Harl.  MSS.  S8«  foUo  5»96.  l^e  Report  k  signed  by  Richand 

Martin,  Heniy  Billingsley,  Richard  Saltonstall,  Thomas  ICni^tt. 

Vi.  Skinner,  Be?is  Buloier^  Step.  Risleaden,  Richard  Ro^n. 

Ferdinando  Clutterbuck,  Gafrarde  de  Malynes,  aifd  Jo.  WiUiams. 
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fature;  namely,  the  Slatiite  of  York^  made  in  the 
9th  year  of  Edward  III.  oommoaly  called  the  Sta- 
tute of  Money,  and  those  also  which  were  made  in 
the  5th  Richard  II.  3d  Henry  IV.  2d  Henry  VI. 
35th  Edward  III.  5th  Edward  VI.  4th  Henry  VII, 
9th  Edward  VI. » 

1^0  or  1601.  In  her  43d  year  she  contracted 
for  the  coining  of  Angels,  Half-Angels,  pieces  of  an 
Angel  and  Half,  and  three  Angels,  of  the  finest  An- 
gel Gold ;  and  (of  a  coarser  Crown  Gold)  pieces  of 
twenty,  ten,  and  five  Shillings.  The  former  sort  had 

A    DOMINO    FACTUM    EST    ISTUD,    £T    £6T    MIRABILE 

on  their  Reverse;    and  the  latter,  scutum  fidei 

PROTEGIT   EAM."^ 

Such  is  the  account  which  B]8b<q|>  ^icolson  givea 
from  Moryson's  Itinerary;  but  it  is  to  fa^  presumed 
that  the  contract  was  never  compleated,  as  none  of 
the  pieces  of  an  Angel  smd  Half,  and  of  thr^  An- 
gels, have  ever  appeared. 

By  virtue  of  a  Commission  dated  January  11,  iii 
the  same  year.  Money  was  made  of  a  kind  unknown 
to  the  British  Mint  either  before  or  since  her  time, 
for  it  was  by  law  exportable,  and  intended  for  the 
use  of  the  East  India  Company.  It  bore  on  one  side 
the  Queen*s  arms,  and  on  the  other  a  fiortcullis ;  and 
was  called  either  Indian  Money,  from  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  struck,  or  Portcullis  Money,  froai 
the  device  impressed  upon  it.  The  weight  of  it  was 
regulated  according  to  the  respective  weights  of  the 
Spanish  Piastre,  or  piece  of  eight  Reas,  and  t)ie 
Half,  the  Quarter,  and  Half-quarter  of  the  same> 

n  Pat.  42  Eliz.  dors.  March  18. 

o  Nicolson*8  English  Hist.  Library,  p.  267>  quodog  Moryaon  3 
Itip.T^.  1.  fib.  3.  cap.  6. 
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thoiigh  tbey  are  now  usually  called  the  Crown^ 
Half-Crown,  Shilling,  and  Sixpence.  Some  Coin* 
age  of  this  soft  was  necessary;  for  the  Queen,  when 
tb^  first  incorporated  the  East  India  Company, 
would  not  permit  them  to  transport  the  King  of 
Spain's  Silver  Coins  to  the  East  Indies,  though  she 
was  frequently  solicited  by  the  Merchants.  The 
reason  which  they  assigned  to  induce  her  to  grant 
this  permission  determin^  her  to  strike  Coins  for 
the  particular  purpose  of  circulation  in  Asia.  They 
represented  to  her  Majesty,  that  her  Silver  Coin  kind 
Stamp  were  not  known  in  the  East  Indies,  which 
they  supposed  would  induce  her  to  grant  them  a  li- 
cense to  send  thither  what  Silver  they  pleased.  The 
Queen  and  her  Privy  Council  replied,  that,  for  the 
very  reason  ^Hedged,  it  was  her  fixed  and  unaltera- 

* 

ble  resolution  not  to  permit  them  to  send  the  Coin 
of  the  Ring  of  Spain;  or  of  Jiny  foreign  Prince,  to 
India;  and  that  no  Silver  should  be  exported  by 
her  Merchants  but  only  such  as  should  be  coined 
with  her  effigies  and  picture  on  the  one  side^  and 
the  portcullis  on  the  other,  of  the  just  weight  and 
fineness  of  the  Spanish  pieces  of  eight  and  pieces  of 
four  Rials  P.  Her  prudent  reason  for  this  was,  that 
her  name  and  effigies  might  be  hereafter  respected 
by  the  Asiatics,  and  she  be  known  as  great  a  Prince 
as  the  King  of  Spain. 

Of  this  Money,  however,  they  were  not  to  be 
permitted  to  export  what  quantity  they  thought  fit, 
but  only  so  much  as  she  and  her  Privy  Council 
should  approve  of;  for  her  Majesty  declared,  that 

P  Notwithstanding  this  determination,  the  pieces  have  bhjy 
her  arms  4>n  the  Obverse.  Sfee  Silver  Coins,  Plate  XV.  No*  5,  6, 
7,  and  8. 

VOL.  III.  G 
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•he  hdd  it  as  a  special  jand  chief  pttrogaiive  dC  ber 
qfOjrtfia  ^n4  dignity  to  put  the  portcullis  upon  .all  the 
^Wer  the  Company  ^ould  acsnd  to  the  E^st  ladiea; 
und  that  she  would  have  her  Merchants,  as  to  ikm 
jquantity  to  be  exported^  subordinate  to  her  ^will^  and 
ml  her  will  to  be  ruled  al;  the  Merchant^  pleasure^. 
.  .This  .was  observed .  during  the  remainder  of  her 
r^ign^  but  in  the  next  it  was  bought  off'. 
iu.rl60i»  lo' an  Indenture,  dated  on  the  23d  of 
J^Wi  between  the.  Queen  .and  Sir  ^George  Carye, 
Knt'  Tfeasurer  at  Wnr,  and  Vice^'Treasoper)  and 
Creneral  Receiver  ^f .;  her  iMsjesty's  Revenues^  in  her 
iiigbness*  nea)mo£lndisndy  tt  was  stalled,  that^/by 
irestsoniOf  thei  longhand  Gfaasgeabtewafs^iBlrefand^ 
hw  Majesity  Uaid  btsen  ^ompdlBd- tasend  grealvBdois 
4^st0rUng;  Money ,)^  efitliftiatandavd>of  .£ngkind,  into 
.%h^,kingdom»  for  Ube-  payn^ent  ofi^her  araiy  there, 
ai^:  foTtf  other  rSferii^ioesu-  .Jt  then  recited  the  pnoari*. 
sioi^of/the  Staiuteof'the^d  IIenry?¥IL  for  there- 

.  q^Violet*8  Appeal  tp  C^es^.  pa^  25^  ^e^  he  has  giyen  the 
Bgufe  bf  tbe  piece  of  the  eight  Keas,  which  he  calls  the  true 
ifi^tut  df  li^  Silref  Coin  that  J^eeii  Elizabeth  allowed  the  East 
India  merchants  to  send  to  those  Indies.  '  fie  hasr  ako  given  the 
]i)^jg;)Qfief[^ti^JW  9f  <htffi  .sqi^iure  ,y|6%hta  (marked  Mspectiyely, 
Ind^^yui^  Testerjf^^  |nd^  iiix  Te^tei*nes,  aAd  Jndi»  11.)  as 
being  the  standard  poizes  of  the  abovesaid  Coin  remaining  in  his 
^^eity'slVUftt  withtii  the  Tower  of  London,  and  in  tlie  custody 
of  Sir^^illistn  iWkhiwdti  Warden  of  his  Majesty's  said  Mint. 
Se^abOiFiPlkesi^p.^l,  «iidLcaksi<pi5^5.  >  lislsiiies  says*  that 
.oithfae  pieces  werc^  coined  in  the  Tower  .of  ^LoBdon  for  a-lrpal 
(In  Jigoiuary  lO'OO)  some  six  thousand  Pounds  whjch  could  not 
be  made  current  in  the  Kast  Indies  because  the  Spanish  pieces  of 
dgWR»yal3'hjirt-b<*n' before  that  tiilie  counterfeited  by  other 
iiatlnniK^  which  fnside  t^ :  Eksl  Jndiaitflf  to  dcvUVc^diT  oat  CtHi, 
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fpAdAm  of  McfdiMt  strafigers ;  and  aho  tbM  of  his 
l^byear^  to  prevent  the  expdrtsttion  df -BcrtHoii) 
«d  stated  fttrthet*,  tbftt  itt  his  Mf^n,  MiA  \n  tYfb 
t«es  of  Henry  VIIl.  Edmn^d  Vi.  and  M4i4*f/tfa« 
Monies' current  in  Irehmdw^ere-yBd^r  th«  sfiMdairi 
of  Elfish  Monies  t  and  therefore  her  Majesty jitfth 
the  advice  of  her  Privy  Coond^  had  resolved,  that 
the  Monies  cnrrent  in  Ireland  shoald  be  und^Mhe 
standirrd  of  the  Monies  •  current  in*  England,  and 
had  fljqxnoted  acid  evdained  new  sorts  of  Monies, 
distioet  and  difiering  from  thter  MtDnies  of  Bkighmd^ 
to  he  the  propec  eurten^t  Money  <^Athe  said  rcfalm^tyf 
inland;  .and  yet. in  sucb  maniUsr,^  and  vpltfa<%i^h 
^^mihihrn  vad^jmodentkoiy  bsi  iiv<fofn>er  titnas^ad 
.w»t}|)cem  ddme^iiiidjRxas'noiie  of  1iei<iiigheiess4ov«ng 
attd .  faithful  babjbetiahould  be  thereby  prejudiced* 
Fmthetbekttfdtflfecltiii^ofii which,  certain  ludeiittafM 
hadibeeniately'Oiadefin  the  fortieth  yearof  her  reigt^; 
and  the  Moaiisv  made  iby  virtue^  of'  them  vt^ro'de- 
clared  to  be  the  Queen's  proper  Coin,  authorized  to 
be  current  within  her  re^Im  of  Ireland  only,  and  all 
other  Moi^ies  tp  be  decfiedand  aboli^bei^  1in^.nf>t 
•to  be  current  thore.  •  .n-   <-  ..t.i' i*-.ja  i.^..*,*. 

And  whereas  her  >Majesty  had  thought  it 'good 
and  convenient  to  establish  an  Exchange  to  be' had 
and  maintained  in  convenient  places  in  ^Ei^glan.d 
apfdi  Ireland^  for  the  exchange  of  the  Monies 
ei  the  standard  appointed  for  those  realma'  re- 
spectively; therefore  the  Indenture  appointed  Sir 
George  Carye  Rnt.  to  be  Master  of  her  Highness 
Cxcbange  betwfeen  England  and, Ireland,  by  him-* 
s^i^  .or  depMty^  duriogher  Highness  pleasure,  virith 
po««ri4x>  nominate  within  the  Cities*  of  London, 
Bristol,  and  West  Chester,  in  the  realm  of  England, 

G  ^ 
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and'^thin  tflre  Cities  and  Port  Towntf  of  Dublin, 
Coi%^  Galtotfay,  and  Carrickfiprgtts,  within  die 
realni  of  Ireland,  and  in  other  Cities,  Towns,  m* 
Ports  of  the  said  realms,,  as  many  officers  as  he 
should  think  conrenient  for  the  execmtion  of  the 
said  exchange. 

'    And'  her  Majesty  engaged  to  disburse  such  sums 
of  Money,  of  the  standard  of  Engtatid,  as  should  be 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said  Exchange, 
and  also  for  exchanging  and  converting  the  said  new 
Iri^h  Money,  and  other  Mon^y  which  might  here- 
after be  made  and  coined  to  be  current  within  the 
Realm  of  Irelatid,  into  the  Money  of  the  standard  of 
England  j  after  the  rate  of  the  fourth  part  at  the 
least  in  Money  of  the  standard  of  England,  in  re- 
spect of  such  quantities  of  the  said  new  Money,  &c. 
a's  Her  Majesty  should  cause  to- be  coined  and  sent 
into  Ireland,  and  uttered  there,  or  after  a  greater 
rate  if  it  should  appeat*  to  be  necessary* 
'  And  that  every  person  who  should  be  desirous  of 
exchanging,  witWti  the  realm  of  Ireland,  any  Coins 
of  the  reiafm  6f  Eti^nd,  or  of  any  foreign  Country, 
or  any  Plate  or  BulHon,  hieing  of  the  fineness  of  titate 
standard  of 'England,   or  better,   should  receive  a 
bill  from  the  Officer  of  the  Exchange  in  Ireland,  di- 
rected to  such  place  of  Exchange  in  England  as  he 
should  desire  to  have  his  payment.     By  which  bill 
lie  should  iredeive^not  only  Monies  of  England,  Valve 
for  value  by  tale;  but  also  an  overplus  of  Sixpence 
English  upoh  every  tirenty  Shillings  English  by 
him    delivered   by  tale,    or    else   eighteen   Pence 
tenglisK,  over  and'abovd  three  Pounds  English,  upon 
every  pound  weight  of  §^ch  Mdnfes,  Ptete,  &c.  de- 
livered  by  weight,  and  so  in  proportion. 
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Itt  tke  same  manner  the  new  Mouiei  of  IreUnd 
were  to  be  exchanged  by  a  Bill  upon  aa  Ekigfish  £x* 
change^  dednoting  only  tv^elve  Pence  in  the  Pound; 
so  that,  for  every  twenty  Shillings  delivered  in  Ire^ 
land,  niaetcefi  Shillings .  should  be  received  of  cur- 
rent English  Money. 

English  Coiai  or  Plate,  &c  of  equal  standard^  to 
be  exchanged  in  Ireland  at  the  rate  of  twentyrone 
killings  of  the  new  Irish  Money  for  every  twenty 
Shillings  of  En^ish  MoRey,  &c. ;  and  this  )Lo  be 
done  either  by  Money  or  by  hill  upon  any  E^eha^ig? 
m  Ireland* 

Tbe  base  Monies  then  current  in  Ireland  were  t^ 
he  exchanged  by  equal  qiMantitiesof  tbct  new  Mopey^ 
without  any  lee  or  renvafd*.  /       .    , 

Sir  George.  Carye  was  alloifed  fpfr  his  ,^|tges,  ex- 
pemea,  &Ci  two  thousand.  Vfwxuh  yearly/peqsion^ 
and  a)so  twenty 'Pounds  for  every  thou^^nd  which 
should  be  ex^binged,  aeccrding  to  tl^e  naeaning.of 
the  Indenture^  out  of  England  intjo  Irel^n<^  j[ex- 
cepting  for  Monies  first  utter^  for  ti^e  p^ ymen)t  of 
her  Majesty's  araiyt  oc  any  (ftbex,\\ef  fiervice^  witfiin 
the  realm  of  Ireland,  and  afterwar^  br9iig^t  ^ack 
again  to  the  Exchange  to  be  ^^chaag^d  ^Qt9  the 
Money  of  England,  and  then  uttered .^gain  for  ^e 
payment  of  her  army,  &c«  for  which  he  was  to,  re- 
ceive at  the  rate  of  ten  Pounds  only  for  every,  thou- 
saiid,)  and  twenty  marks  out  of  every  thousand 
Pounds  which  should  be  delivered  out  of  the  J^xche- 
qiier  of  England  for  the  inaintenance  of  the  said 
Eiiohange. 

And  her  Majesly  undertook  that  all  hazards  and 
losses,  eithnar  by  wreck  of  sea,  or  in  any  other  way 
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whidh  shbltldlitfend  the  transportatiota  6f  theMoney, 
^hdiild  'be  bortiie  By  her  Highness. 

'And  fair i^bwef  wts  gtven^  by  the  Indetiture^  to 
Sir  George  Carye,  •  during  hit  continuance  in  the 
said  ofSce^  t(y  transport  "out  of  Ireland,  into  Bngland, 
such  quantities  of  sterling  Monef  of  England,  or  of 
iprlate  of  e^ual  standard,  sis  to  him  shouM  seem  eon-* 
Srenient,  any  Statutes,  &c.  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing •. 

'  On  th^  20th  of  May  it  was  declared,  by  Pr6<fla- 
matibri,  that  the  gueen,  finding  by  the  Recordls't>f 
both  her  realms  of  England  and  Ireland,  that  it  had 
been  accustomed  (as  z  thing  found  convenient  for 
the  godd  of  the  loyal  subjects  of  both  realms)  thtit- 
therie  should  be  d  diHerence  between  the  staridarJfe 
oTth^  Monies  allowed  to  be  current  in  eacb  of  her 
)ik\d  reklms,  and  knowing  that  by  the  ^d  add  19th 
0f  Hirfiiry  VII;  the  transportation  bfthi  Coii^  a?fid 
statidar(fdf  England  was  severely  forbidden  htfder 
gi^M  ^nahies,  and  that  the  Monies  wl^ch  hadbe^n 
sebt^^By  her  Majesty  into  Ireland  either*  came  Into 
the  haiids  of  the  riebels,'who  by  means'of  them  pro- 
cd!hd  atnrhnVtftidn,  &d  ftotii  foreign  part^,  dr  else 
^hesiaid* Morses; -being  ^better  than  the  Monies  of 

s  Fat«  4$  Elis.  p.  6,  m.  f^  ,  Eymer,  vcA.  XVI.  p.  414.  If 
Simoo  be  cojueftin  t];)e  account  whicl)  be  gire^  of  the  standard 
of  the  CoiD?  which  were  authorised  by  this  Indenture^  it  wU] 
jiot  be  easy  to  understand  the  nature  of  that  moderation  of 
which  het  Msrfedty  Was  pleased  to  ^oast,  for,  acc<>rdiQg  to  him, 
they  weve  only  iw6  oumeeB  aiicl  eight^n  pennynveighta  fide.  'JId 
saya>  however,  that  MalgF^es  fixes  the  standard  at  thcee  qipce^ 
fi^e.  [£s^y  pn  Irish  Coin^  p.  33]  Bjxt  thi^  v^l  gwe  an 
increase  of  two  pennyweights  only  to  her  Majesty's  moderation, 
|>ake  say9j  that  the  Goldsmiths  valued  a  Shilling  of  this  Coinage 
at  no  more  than  two  Pence  sterling.    [P.  269.] 
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6^er  Countries^  were  by  Merclianb^  ioo,,  foe  vffuit  of 
merchaDdize  whereia  ta<  employ  them,  ti^sqiorted 
ittta  8tt€^  Couatne»,  to  the^mpoverUhmem  of  both 
her  fealoia ;  her  Majesty,  tbeiefore,  with  the  advice 
of  her  Privy  Couocil,  after  long  and  serioua  debet* 
iog,  had  found  that  the  readiest  way  to  prevent  the 
same  wa&  to  reduce  the  state  of  her  Monies  and 
Coins  to  the  antient  -courser  that  is,  to  a  difiereooe 
in  fineness  between  the  Monies  of  the  realms. of 
Cngbmd  and  Ireland,  and  for  that  purpose  shc^  had 
x:ai»ed  great  quantities  of  Monies  to  be  coined^  AC- 
i:oiKling  to  that  antient  standard  which  was  in  use 
for  the  realm  of  Ireland  in  the  days  of  her  Majesty^t 
father, .  brother^  and  sister,  in  Shillings,  Sixpence, 
jmd Threepences,  stamped. .with  her  Highness' arms 
cmwned)  and  inscription  of  her  usual  style,  pn^tlie 
0qe  side,  and  on^e  qther  an  harp  crowned^  .beipg 
the  arms'of  bap  Kingdom  of  IrelarMl,<  Mr>th  thff  in- 
scription,  P0SU4   DKUMADilUDORBM   JHBUM. .     Afkd 

also  certain  pieces  of  amall  Monies  of  oiere  Qopper, 
of  Pence,  Halfpence,  and  Farthings,  .^r  the  .poorer 
sorty  stamped  on  each  side  as  the  other  V  .•  . ;  -  • 
.  These  Coins  were,  by  the  ProGIam^tigi^,^^blisbed 
to  be  the.lawful  and  current  Monies  pf.th^  nealm  of 
Ireland^  to  be  there  received  by  all  persons,  at  the  rates 
they^  were  coined  at,^  <m  pam  of  sUch  padishmeiht  as 
fey  her  Majest^r's  prerogative  royal  thrght  b^  infitcted. 
And  after  the  tenth  of  July,  Immediately  following 
the  date  of  the  Prociamatioa,, .jjU  .p^ipr  (^^ins^wh^t- 
soever  were  Galled,  in,.  a>nd>&obecottsidei)ed^as>Bu]* 
lion  only,  meet  to  be  mdten  dovhEi,  and  brooght  to 
her  Majest/s  Exchange  or  Mint. 

*  See  speciinenii  of  rtiese  Coins  iii  the  Siippfemcat,  ftirt  IT. 
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,  «  Tltf^.:|Hr<Wi8kmB  Qf  the  prwoding.  Pkx>elatti«tion 
g^l^ftiPgttQ  th<3€yitabU«hi«imt  of  Gxcbanges  m  diums 
^p)|K:e9>  ipl^£^gla^d'^R<)  Iil^Aafid^  and  the  tevmron 
Tffaieh ,  the*  exchmge  ^£  Monies  was  to  be  made) 
^em  then  >  recited.  And  as  the  old  base  Coins 
current  in  {Ireland  were.bytheProdamation  decried, 
k/^iTf  Majfisty^s  ^pleasure  was  signified  that  the  same 
sltPtiUl  be'broi^^  in  and  reduced  to  one  qnifonn 
standard ;  and  eyecy  person^  having  any  quantity  of 
such  J^neyan  his  hands,  was  commanded  to  bring 
it  tKi^anyf /^f  tbe;  offices.of  Exchangein  Ireland,  tbeve 
p^  (f ^qeii^,  lor  the  eeume  Money,  Money  of  the  new 
standard  .  .  .  w  :■ 
.  (At  the  same  tiin6,.  thet  bwtfs  which  forbade  the 
transporting  of  the  Coina  of  Englaiid  into  IreUnd 
weire  oopimaaded  to  be  severelytexeputed,  and  espe* 
cially  the  Statute  of  the  Iflth  of  Henry  VIL» 
.'This  debasement  ol  ihe  Irish  Majnay^  for.  the 
pit^seat  time  and  afterward  to.be  eealoned  to  its^ftiN 
V9ii|e)%/  wa9>  as  Gamden  says^  extort^  from  the 
QHfem,%  the  Lord  IV^gts^rer^Buckhurst  {a  man 
vi(^Vskilled  in  Money  aflpiMra)  out  of  necessity,  as  he 
alle4ged,  the  Irish^var  d^awipg  yearly  out  of  England 
ab^H^ieg.]  ^0,000,  st^rl^.i  Her  Majesty  waa  al- 
w§y#3iBtWPW/Jto/,the<,measure,v  saying  often  that  it 


•  v  -  '*    "■  .     "'     ••      U 


"  Simon,  Apoendix,  N®  XX.  p.  9^.  May  28,  43  Eliz.  Rolls 
ORfce,  Ihiblin,  16  J.'l.  i>.  5'. 

s^'F^eibiaii  fti!Uj)ps  days, 'tTiat  the  bra^s  Coins  were  made^cnr* 
rent  upon  the  Queen*s  royal  promise  to  give  those  wto  skoiild 
rep^ve  th/m  gofiii  Mqaey  i^f  GoM^  oc  Sihr^ri  wUch  promise 
King  Janies,  her  successor,  did  some  years  after  justly  cause 
to  be  performed.  For  this  be  quotes  the  MS,  .of  an  account 
given  by  Bobert  CfciU,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  Lard^  Treasmer  of 
England^  to  the  Parliament  in  the  reign  of  James  J.  [Arch«o<' 
logia,  vol.  XIII.  p.  185.] 
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woaU  be'iiljimoQi4oher1kiiie,  itad^di8|>lettftmg  to 
tbe  utmy.  :  Tb6  Ime,  hxmmpr;  Whidi  the  ^oMien 
bor&to'hefi'gavether  tudi  atrtborHy^ov^  them/ that 
the  change  was  efiected  wkhoiit  anjr  condiDGitibti. 
To  the  army  it  unquestionably  occasioned  a  loss !  I. 
know  not  whether  it  were  profitable  to  the  Queen ; 
the  Paymasters)  who  were  diligent  «seatchers  after 
hidden  gains,  and  whose  afrarice  seems  first  to  have 
suggested' it,  without  doubt  joined  by  it  t. 
:  The  -scheme,  however,  proired  to  be  very  preju- 
Aeial  to  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  in  general,  and  to 
tlva  antay  in  particular,  as  the  Queen  had  justiy  and 
wisely  foreseen.  It  impoverished,  says  Movyson, 
mt  oniy  the  rebels,  but  her  Majesty^a  best '  serviints 
m'ithai  kingdM^,  whilst  it*  enriched  her  peryuitasters 
only,  who  sat  qnietly  at'^iome,  when  otters  were 
daily  adventuring  their  61eod  in  the  service  'I 
i  So  severely  were  the  efifects  of  this  change  of  the 
M<^ivay  felt  before  six  months  had  elapsed,  -  that'  the 
Lord  Deputy  himself  \m  a  letter  to  ^eretary  Cecil, 
dated  November  the  7th  in  llbis  yeiir)  declared  that 
his  private  estate  w^s  unable  aAy  Icinger  to  continue 
the  expense  at  which  he  was  forced  to  live,  gmwing 
gnater  by  the  mixed  Coins  ^  he  ever  'thought  it 
woald  fall  very  heavy  upon  iiini,  by  H^hieh -tetilon 
he  might  value  his  entertainment  to  be  less  than  it 
was  in  the  time  of  the  old  standard,  for  whatsoever 
was  bought  with  the  new  Coin  was  raised  to  doable 
the  prioe*.  ^ 

And    Moryson*^  says,   '^'ks  the  Exdiange  soon 

y  Camdeni  £liz.  a  Heame,  vol.  III.  p.  880. 
2  Moryson's  Hist,  of  Ireland^    toI.   I.   p.  934,  quoted  bv 
Simon,  page  40. 

a  Moryson^  vol.  I.  p.  359,  quoted  by  Simon*  p.  41, 
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fiiflftdKbsb  »didi.diir,lttnrta  therewith :  for  we  aierired 
thfiB^.ttl  difioptitfort,  auMl.canie  home  beggaiv^  so  that 
UieiiTatasttF«r  and'  P8}niia8ters  (who  were  thereby 
enficbed)!  hnd  ctuse  to  i>les8  the  withors  of  this 
nlventioiR"}^  ^ 

^  :^in  sevcml  ci,  thei  Queen  s  Proclamations  the  Mer- 
chants are^  above  all  otAiefs^  complained  of,  for  rais* 
ing.  die  price  of  their  goods  about  seventy  or  eighty 
jUBtcenU^  and  for  refusing  or  not  taking  enough  of 
that  base  Money,  in  exchange  Ibr  what  sterling 
Money  they  had.  And  to  make  good  this  chai^ge 
i^aanst  themy  diflfexent  accounts  were  s^t  over.^^f 
the  piretended  exorbitant,  profit  th^y  made  on  sueh 
goods  as  they  either, imported  or  mauufactur^fi. 
But  the  whole  blatn^  should  ba^?  been  laid  on  \}m 
inventors  of  that  moostiroua  seb/^me,  the  Lord  Troa<- 
surer  of  England,  Buckhurst,  9nd  hts  partner^  the 
Vice^Treasurer  of  It^ndv>wbo^-heii1g  perhaps  in 
gr^ati'arxears^  or  having  bought  larger  t^^tates,  nm^' 
wilMng  to  ,pay  off  one  hundred,  tho^sfmd  Pounds 
with ,  twetitjy^-tfi ve  thousand  PoMnds  f •»    , 

<>d>itbQ^3d:of  July.a.5ipedal^PiP^  wa^  Uf- 

(Mied^iJb  rWbichtitHjas  stated  tbaitjier  .M9jesty  tbad 
caiitfie  M  aeodl  entraoiriiaaify  auips  .of  Money  into 
litSlindi  rfbr.paj^psent  )Df  the  fooees  ther«;  ^bich 
sunks  bft^aterlibg^Mopey^^fpr  the,  moat  part,  either 
came  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels,  by  which  they 
were  enabled  to  cqntiniae  their  rebellion,  or  else 
jverg^itran^^ported  iron?  thepce  into  foreign  parts  by 
Merehatiti^:  fpr  lack  of.  commodities;  To  prevent 
this,   it  was  cbmmanded  that  the  Statute  of  ig 

'■    •.!•!•  i',  Ux  Kj.-Tit    //'  ..    '.\-f:    ■;  '     ..••■        ;  ■    1   .      ..•:.!, ."  ■.-•    .   • 

*>  Moiyson^  vat  I.  p.  9p^,  ^^^®4  P^pinion,  f.  41. 
^  Simon,  p!  41. 
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Hemjr  VII;  shoold  b^  obsevviMl,  andiLa)!  jierbMt^ 
^y*s  subjecta,  and  alt  atbert^  tradings  to  Inlaiui} 
i^re  charged  to  forbear  ail  sDcb*  tfaaaporMaiii  'df 
Money ;  and  at  tb^  sasie  time  itusas  ordaitied^  that 
all  the  laws  respecting  the  same  ahould  be  ao.ttriodiy 
esfeecut«d^  that  the  penakiea  thduid  IklMienn^  upon 
the  ofiendery  vritfaqaA  any  hope  of  remiasion;^.    -   " 

'And  on  the  "S^tb  of  the  same  moatfa5  ^aceotding 
to  Polke9«,  forliomides  giveano  date  of- the  mondi^ 
itoiothor  CotnmiKion  ti^aa  granted  to'  Sir  Hichaixi 
M^tyn  and  bUi  son,  by  whieh  the  weight 'of*  tbS 
Sngl^h  Money,  both  of  Gold  and  Silver^^iva^'SiMfip!^ 
"MiMit reduced.  The  pound  iweigfatof  Gk>ld  of^tbevld 
^iidfrfd  was^  then  eoined'Tnto  aeventy^three  Angeb 
Iff^'t^^  ^ilitngd  a-pf^ce,  or  a  proportionate  nilmb^ 
of  ilatr^^uarier^Aqigels,  making  thirty^six  Ponnds 
ten  Shinies  by  tale. 

flie  pound  weight  bf  4fOM  t«^enty-twir>  carats  fine, 
and^  two  carats  allay,  into  thirty-three  Soi«r«giis 
and  an  half,  at  twenty  Shiitings  a-|)«etie,orja' pro- 
portional number  of  fialF-Soveretgn^,  or  Gmwnnlror 
HalfCrbwns^  making  thrrtf -three ^Fbunds  t^UShil- 
li^gs'in  tale.  And  the  poand  weight  icrf ^old  Mandard 
^keif^  into  three  pounds  two  ShilUngfs  by'ttle: 
namely^  into  Crowns,  Half-CrowiMH  ShflHngs^^^ix*- 

pences^  Twopences^  I^nce^  awd'  Hal<\}eA%;e.    TWo 

« ~  '  ... 

^  Pat.  43  Eliz.  m.  1. 

e  Table  of  English  Silver  Coins,  p.  57.  i       *    <:-' 

f  HdWades,  p.  51.  This  standanl  Ibr  the  Mvet  Cdiitt  hn% 
coBtioaerl  unaltered-mitil  <die  year  1816  jl  ^  «9ccfp|  porbiiiMi^  in  f)M 
instance. .  ^  tbe  Commi^fiifm  <ffkt«d>mjf».14,  IC^ 

The  nominal  Pound  sterling  was  now  settled  at  3  ounces  1 7 
pennyweights  10.0645  grains  of  old  standi^d,  or  3  ounces  11 
pennyweights  14.7096  grains  of  fine  Silver.     [Folkes,  p.  68.] 

♦  See' the  AnnaU  under  that  year. 


^ 
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SUUiogp  vreri' added  to  the  tale  of  the  tivo  ki^st 
pieosn^an  order  to  make  up  the  sum  above^men- 
wfiod'*  ..■'.' 

.  I  knDw^  not'  whether  the  Pledges  for  a  Penny  and 
an  .Halfpenny,  wirieh  were  first  coined  in  15749 
wcise  continualiy  istriick  in  every  succeeding  year 
ulski)  1601,  but  I  mther  suspect  that  they  were,  m 
setae  €if  th^t  tatter  date  are  stiH  in  <^istence,  and  it 
ia^^tlot'probahie  that  the  use  of  them  would  be  re- 
vived after  it  had,  4br  any  length -of  time,  been  dia^ 
contifMied^.' 

\^^.  iflibout'the  middle  of  this  yettr^  t6  was  found 
ne^esisai^y  to  increase  the  rite^ of  ex(!hange,  with  ire^ 
land;  for  the  old  decried  Monies,  from  bne  ^«id 
drenty  Shillings  to  two  at^  twtenty,  because,*  ai>4 
tbc^h  irinee  the  ^te  of  tb^  Pmolaniation,  0!  the 
SMh  May,  r6or,  them  had  been*  brought  inio  the 
Dx^iiiMftge  in  Dublin  above  i^»tfo,ooo  of  tlva  new 
sts^dard;  for  whidi  Bills  of  Exchange  had  been 
gf^;«n,  ^fees^ides  other  great  sums  at  the  other  Eir-^ 
changes^  y^t  not  %^  ttiuch  as  the  sum  of  ^twenty 
Podnd^'ilY  the  old  Money,  had  been  brDMght  to  the* 
Sstehkiige  in  Dublin,  contrary  to  the  tenor  of  the 
ssrtd  Ptoclaniation.  Therefore  the  currency  of  sitiy 
Muney^^dept  that  of  the  new  standard,  wais  forbM*- 
den/by  Prockmation,  onthej^lh  of  Jtine,  and  dfll 
persons  were  commanded  not  to  traffick  or  trade 
with  the  decried  Monies  or  Bullion. 

And  whereais,  in-  the  former  Proclamation,  there 
wtts  no  express  mention  of  the  Gold  Money,   or 

S  See  a  pledge  for  a  Penny>  dated  1601,  in  Plate  XV.  of  SiU 
vcr  Coins,  No  10  5  where  is  also  at  N®  12  another  piece^  of  the 
tame  date,  which  is  supposed  to  be  a  pattern  foi^  a  Silver  Half* 
penny,  or  a  Copper  Farthing. 
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BoUicHi  of  Gold,  her  Majesty^  dedaned  her  pleatfore 
thai  all  Monies^  either  foreign  or  of  her  HighneM 
own  Coiti,  Plate,  or  Bullion  of  Gold,  being  af  the 
fineness  of  sterling  or  better,  should  be  reccvred  at 
her  Exchanges  at  the  rate  of  tweaty«*two  Shillings 
of  the  new  standard  Money  for  every  twenty  Shil^ 
lings  thereof*  .  And  it  was  her  ftirther  pleasure  that, 
for  such  old  base  Money  as  should  be  brought  4o 
her  said  Exchanges,  there  should  be  allowed  nSier 
the  rate  of  twelve  Pence  upon  the  Pound. 

And  whereas  it  appeared  that  divers  persons  (ea^ 
peoially  Merohants)  had .  taken  advantage  of  the 
wordings  of  die  former  Prodaaiationi  as  farasver 
lated  ^o  the^exchange  df  the  new  Monies  for  sterling' 
to  be  delivered  in  England,  but  had  not,  aecopdb(M^ 
to  the  true  meaning  ^reof,  bfought  in  any  ater*- 
ling  Money  for  Money  of  the  new  standard  to  be 
used  m  Ireland^  therefore  her  Maj^ty  deokred  *iC 
to.be  her  pleasure,  that,  aften  the  publishing  «f  the 
Prochunation,  all  persons,  using  the  ttade  of  n^ei^ 
ehandize,  and  all  otherpv ..  saving  such  i^  wem-or 
ahould  be  in  her  .Ms^tyV  pi^  or  enfievtaiitment^ 
with  IB  the  Kingdom  a(  Ijrelandv  H^hp  should  lirwgp 
any  Money  of  the  newetandsffd  of  Ahat  r^alm/t0  her 
Majesty's  Exchange  tbero,  to  aeceivej^.  ibeswoli 
sterling  Money  in .  England,  should  withal  delivec 
twenty **two  Shillings  in  sterling  Money  into  the 
Exchange,  as  much  as  one  full. fifth  part,  at  the 
leasl^  of.  the/  sum  hy  them  delivered  *  of .  the  tiH^w 
Money  tof  he  exohanged.  should  amount  t€^  vix.  in 
every  hundred  Pounds,  twenty  Pounds  sterling  Sil- 
ver, Gold,  or  plate  of  the  fineness  aforesaid,  for 
which  they  should  have  Bills,  directed  into  Eng- 
land, to  receive  there  sterling  for   the  same,  for 
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sthiabisteciingi  desried  Mmicy,  or'  Bullion^  so 
hnragbtt  Intoi  the  fixobmge,  they  should  have  two 
SbBkngsiln  ibe  Pouod  witbolitdedactioD,  aod  for 
iht  vvBtshooldpaj  Iwe^jr^Fenoe  in  the  I^^alld  lus* 
eoNdiiig  t(^  the  Prociaoiaiioni  But  tliose  who  were 
ip  h^LiMajesty's  pay  nvere  allowed  toreiwAafige  the 
am^dQtvof'.ii,'  lipon  o^b,  without  .puttaig  in  aay 
Aloneyi  r^  die  oldi  sterliag^  or  Balltotti.  .  It  .was  uho 
QMiftfiHMDdedilhat  aU  perBiii»ieoaitiig.ftx>ai  £ii|^d 
strquki  prpsemti^)!  nqpahr.te  the  Exobuige,  and  ex«- 
ctlingQ  M^  yterlin^Moneyw  they  Brought  widillieiD 
fief,  M^n§yT<^wrfftrt^i thin  the  Kingdem.of  IrelacMh 
andijA^t  tbe'Offietrs  of  the  Exichaiige  ahoi^  seareb 
^U  mkA  9^js\mAd  be  aaspected  of  concealaientj.\in» 
l^l^th^yfafrould  tok^< a ,irx»liintary oath  to  open^tbiS 
twt^9 '  Mi  tjbq  i^^^jee  of  Mch  petsons^  AihI  whereaa 
diArerft^.^oY^oua  plsrsons^  as  well  iiQerduiDtSy.i!elailec&9 
^cftUaUers^  aii4  ^uch  liJce^^dfd^  by  oahMsr.of  the  new 
^^;pd4LriJ[  IVimeyv  tofaancethe  pricesbotb  of  victuak 
f^^i^hen  fieeesaaries,  it.  was  eommanded  that  all  Qt^ 
fif^ihit^  wbopiiAt  QHgbt.appeiliaiii,  should  diligently 
and.  carefully  look  to  their  offices  and  charge  in  that 
^^ethi9iC<asc)4hey  woujd-  answer  at  their,  perils^  ier 
^^fSii^!/  i^hmgit.  in  ^very  eml party  thai  Ker  High^ 
ne%  ^VSpos^i ;  Ai%j  r  intmuied  for  the  general  good 
^It^^lJKiV'gd^m^  ahoiildbe  in  that  manner  perverted 
bgtX^f  priv&te  persons  for  their  pivate  gain  K 
v-tf^O^-^iS-.  As.  tUs  PDoebmation  failed  to  prodnee 
t)ieid6sir^.«e£Seetrit^wn$/explained,  and  further^en» 
f^H^r  by  ao0tber^whickJWas  issued  upon  thei£4lii 
of  jsmwry  foHCMvingi  ^with  several  important  aher-^ 


•A 


atioos*  As  the  MemhMita,  fte^r  h^fli  cxmtiiiiiadlrJto 
toke:«dhriiiitege  of  the  pravbicmt  ofi  th«t  Pusidflinm 
tion  which  was  issued  upon  tbeS#tli'.or>fey  ifldit, 
notwithstinding  het  Sflajes^^e  cttpiroemk  <tv  tht 
emitrmty'j  as  delivered  in  the  hst  Procbttiaidaii;  flMy 
were  deobred'  ta  be  dnwovthyicfpbqr  fatour;  yM 
nevertheless^  in  oaoskieratida  of  the  pl^eMy  of  lA» 
land)  which  she  conAseived  to  want  soAci«nt  CMfi^ 
knoditi^s  of  the  girnvth  thereof  to  wpport  tmfltok; 
she  was  pleraed  to  -maintain  for  their  US0  il|i  'Ex- 
chasige  in  the  (folbwing  makiner.  Namely,  ^t 
evevy  person  whet  should  bring  one  huwditd^ Pounds 
to  tbe  Rxehan^  wheneof'ibrty  Pounds '>sho«M^  be 
of  ^thestondaid  of.  sterling  in  Money,  cfr  Plate  dt 
Sikrernor  of  43oU,  .and;sisty  Pounds  in  vnixed' Mo- 
nies of  the  diew  £tooda«d^^shonki  receive  a  bill,  '[iiy- 
able  at  ihf^  Bank  of  fdcehange  in  Ei^land,  fof -  onie 
btsfodred  Pottods  in  Money  cdrrent' in-Eiiglahd, 
wanting. onA^  ttventy. Pence  in  tbe  Povnd/  ^s  before 
ba4  been  cntiatoed.  for  each  Pound  of 'the  misted 
Monies  debreced,,  and' far.  the  sterling' no  dbflilealion 
tobeiimde«^  '  ..»  s  .-m  » v,  .-. 

And  to.  prevent  the  frauds ,  whieh '  wWe'  ^use^%y 
sooie  J\lercfa»its,  and  that  the  >  Master  of  th^  £it- 
tbaage  might  know  that  thef  detlt trulyin«bringing 
Money  to  ^le  Excbanige,  it  was  onlered^th^t  eWy 
Merchant .  sbouM .  bru^  a*  ctetidcate^  ft  am  thl^  Of^ 
ficersjtif  the  Custom  chouse  wher^  his  goods '^re 
entered^  of  the  quantity  ,i  and  the  timfe  wheli,  entenjMj, 
.to  the  end  that  it  nrighrbe  known  that  he  sought 
nothing  but  the  return  of  his  own  ^Mbney,  and  Wis 
not  a  colourer  of  other  men's ;  and  the  Master  of 
the  Exchange  had  authority  to  put^  every  such 
Merchant  to  his  oath,  that  the  old  decried  Monies 
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farouffbt  bf  htm  to  ptM  there  new  Monies  witball, 
CMve  not  nor  was  brought  out  of  England,  by  his 
mtmns^  proouraoiati  or  knowledge,  after  the  pub^ 
Itihing  of  the  Proclamation* 

Noblemen  and  Gentlemen  of  Ireland  having  oe-^- 
casioQ  to  repair  into  England,  were  allowed  the  same 
beneSt  of  Exchange  as  by  the  former  Proclamation 
was  granted  to  those  of  her  Majesties  armies,  for 
such  yearly  sums  as  the  Q^^een's  Dqmty,  &e.  should 
think  good  to  allow,  upon  their  demand. 

The  use  of  the  decried  Monies  Was  again  forbid^ 
deni  under  pain  o{  imprisoniBent,  and  such  fine  as 
tbjRt  contempt  rfiotild  deserve  in  the  judgement  of 
the  Lord  Jkpixtf.  < 

The  rate  c^  exc^iige  of  old  standard  sterling  StI- 
vef  Money,  and  €»f  all  Gold  and  Silver,  or  Plate  of 
the  fineness  of  sterling,  was  fixed  at  twenty-^two 
Shillings  of  the  new  Money  for  every  twenty  Shil*- 
Ui^  ;  with  an  overplus  of  ^  Shillings  and  six 

Pence.  And  for  all  base  old  Money  which  should 
be  brought  into  the  Exchange  in  Ireland,  it  was 
ordered  that  there  should  be  allowed  after  the  rate 
of  ttn  i»pon  the  hundred,  to  be  paid  in  the  said  new 
Matties. 

It  was  also  forbidden  to  counterfeit  the  new 
Money,  or  to  utter  it  knowing  the  same  to  be  coun- 
terfcited,  is  an  encroachment  upon  her  Majesty^ 
Prett>gative  Royal,  and  the  offenders  were  ordered 
to  be  apprehended,  and  committed  to  the  ne^t  gaol, 
there  to  receive  the  punishment  ordained  by  the 
laws  and  statutes  of  the  realm. 

i  Something  is  wantiog  here  y  probably  the  word  two,  sa  two 
Sliillings  were  allowed  by  the  former  Proclamation. 


A^  m^ny  }Mir9mit  ImI  pfttfimeAito  ^nim  ikie 
fotmet  restriclions,  as  thottgh  tbem^i¥W>nAit  in  btr 
M^sty  an  bdooomUtf  meaning  to  perforai' iwbitdie 
there  proposed,  it  was  therefom' comittanded  t||fft  af)l 
Magistrates,^  &c.  sli^uM  have  an  ear  to  cmch  evil 
ruq^Qurs,  anci  to  the^reaiteFsfof  tliem  f  atid/tonlake 
exaoiple  of  such.astk^  sholiM  find  to  1^  aUthbra  w 
iDstrumenta  of  <H?tirgitt^' any  fianiderOM ^speeches 
touctiing  thatmatter  of  exchange;  for-  #tfaters  i,0  be 
admonished  by;  afidte»^siii«eall«#li/  tkatthetn^ 
stkutioti  of  base  Moniea  Ml  the  Kltigidto^  <lf*lfelted 
Imdjit^ckkfeit'grQbndtiiib'dieihiipfe  ber:^j^tf  bad 
thereby  to  wef kefk'^ tbe  rebeb^f  thatKiif^Ma, 'who 
by  the  use  of  sterling  Monies  had  tnean^  #o  pr^ide 
tfaiemselYes-frdm  ifeveigh  parts. of  «tllhingd*n€tees8ary 
to '  maifAaifi  ^their^eifii  dourses-;  amd^tllat  tbe^me 
beif^ :  that  vf$f  partly^  (and '|nrt)y  byth^  power  of 
her  Mnjesty^  ^ttmiy^^  oqoo'  iAppfessed,  she  »#6tiM 
hiaive  JQat-QMise  16  restore  the  'Monies  of  <lliat  realm 
to  aocJi  Es^tatff  aa  her/ pragen'ttdrs  were  aobustomed^ 
to^nae'tbdreKv?   :  '  /  ^   •''  .••  -  *■'  1 

The  fonoerity  of  these  firnfaiaitiat'was  not  ejtp^aed^ 
to  any  trial,' aa>the.'dfeath  df  JShttbeAh-lkkilryiaoe^Jiil 
about  two  months  ^  after  the  publishing  of  thia  Pkt)^ 
cbmatiom* -:  .{-it^M  «  i-*  >•    «"•. '^  -H  . 

it  was  the  ihrinofeiqUe  flaittery  \^«  b^ 
ascribe  tbe  whole  merit  of  theviaa{m)MinBiit^^  fhe 
Ci^as  to  ber  wisdom' and  goodbeat ;  and  bar  Ma- 
jesty, it  IS  -to  be  prasmnied,  belielred  tl^t  sneh 
honour  was  justly  her  due,  as<  we  #Dd  hwfftteqnentl^ 
and  publickly  claiming  it,  aad  botetittg^  ^'^bnts  she 


k  Roils  Office,  Dablin*  16  Jus.  1. 5*  pars.  v43iiBCS»«AnP«^^x 
No  XXII.  I  On  «be  eith  of  MaMh;  )«m^.'  > 
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had  conquered  now  that  Monster  which  had  so  long 
devoured  her  people.**  ™ 

That  she  could  persuade  herself  to  receive  with 
complacency  these  honours,  which  courtly  flattery 
lavished  upon  her,  will  not  be  thought  strange  when 
it  is  recollected  that  at  the  advanced  age  of  seventy 
years  she  could  hear,  with  pleasure,  the  most  extra- 
vagant compliments  to  her  personal  charms  ^. 

The  credit  of  compleating  that  plan  which  was 
begun,  and  in  a  considerable  degree  carried  into  eJP- 
^t,  by  King  Edward  VI.  for  restoring  the  standard 
of  the  Coins,  is  the  utmost  which  can  with  justice 
be  claimed  by  her ;  and,  if  Lowndes  be  correct  in 
bis  statement  of  an  Indenture  in  the  reign  of  Philip 
and  Mary,  that  credit  will  suffer  considerable  dimi- 
nution, as  the  Coins  both  of  Gold  and  Silver  are 
directed  by  that  instrument  to  be  made  of  the  old 
standard  ^. 

It  must  also  greatly  detract  fr6m  her  merit,  in 
this  respect,  that  she  permitted,  by  several  Com- 
missions, her  Master  of  the  Mint  to  vary  from  the 
terms  of  his  Indentures,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
coining  the  Money  of  less  weight  and  fineness ;  and 
that  instead  of  entirely  reforming  the  base  Coins,  she 
only  transferred  them  to  Ireland,  for  the  use  of  her 
wretched  subjects  in  that  kingdom,  where  four  thou- 
sand Pounds  of  those  Coins,  only  three  ounces  fine, 
were  coined  into  eight  thousand  Pounds  of  Irish 
currency ;  and  at  the  latter  end  of  her  reign  a  still 
greater  debasement  took  place.  These  oppressions 
were  heightened  by  her  hypocritical  professions  of 

m  Cottoni  Posthuma,  p.  287. 

B  See  Walpole*s  Royal  and  Noble  AuthQrs>  vol.  I.  p.  140. 

o  Lowndes^  p.  24. 
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moderation,  and  great  attention  to  the  convenience 
of  her  Irish  subjects  p. 

P  A  very  striking  proof  of  hfft  attention,  in  that  respect,  will  be 
found  in  the  following  account  of  the  Money  which  was  coined  for 
Ireland  during  her  reign.  lbs.    oz.  dwts.      worth  in  sterl. 

Annol.  Three  ounces  fine,  in 

weight w .  19,838 

Aono  4.  Eleven  ounces  fine. .   2,977 
Anno40  and  43.  The  first  three 
ounces   fine,    the  last  two 
ounces  and  eighteen  penny- 
weights  99,844     10     15    70,105    9     ^ 

r  — ' 

Total  in  English  Money  94,577  19    6 


gS-      9.      d. 

0     0 

16,54}  10    9i 

0     0 

8^1    p    0 

Which,  at  the  rate  of  sixteen  Pence  Irish  for  every 

English  Shilling,  comes  to '. 118,?^«    9    4§ 

[Simon's  Essay  on  Irish  Coins,  p.  43.]  So  that  out  of  112,649 
pounds  weight,  only  2977  pounds  were  nearly  sterling,  and  the 
remainder,  being  more  than  forty  parts  to  one  of  the  whole 
amomot,  of  an  alloy  which  was  base  in  the  extreme.  Nicolson 
gives  a  most  pitiable  account  of  the  state  of  Irish  currency  at  the 
end  of  her  reign.  "  Besides  her  adulterate  Coin,  they  had,  Ist; 
pToad'faced  Groats,  coined  originally  for  four  Pence,  but  now 
.worth  eight.  2dly.  Crosi-keeU  Groats,  stamped  with  a  triple 
crown,  which  were  coined  likewise  for  four  Pence,  but  at  better 
Talue  at  that  time.  These,  (says  Moryson,)  were  either  sei^t 
hither  of  old  by  the  Popes,  or  for  their  honour  had  this  stamp 
set  upon  them.  3dly.  Dominus  Groats,  of  like  fineness,  coined 
by  such  English  Kings  as  styled  themselves  Domini  Hibernise. 
4thty;  Rex  Groats,  of  those  who  took  the  title  of  Kings  of  Ire^ 
land,  which  had  such  a  mixture  of  Copper  that  their  intrinsick 
value  was  not  above  two  Pence.  5th*  White  Groats,  of  so  base 
a  mixture,  that  sometimes  nine  were  given  for  an  English  Shil*- 
ling.'  They  had  also  Brass  Harpers,  which  were  as  big  as  a 
SSiUling,  but  went  for  no  more  than  a  Penny  5  and  Farthings,  of 
the  sxme  metal,  called  SmulkinsJ*  [Irish  Hist.  library,  p.  79.] 

The  finer  Monies  had  been  collected  and  carried  ofi^  by  Sir 
€veorge  Carcw,  Treasurer  of  the  Navy. 

At  the  begiiUiing  of  the  following  reign^  a  very  curious  law 

H  2 
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^  ^  *^*4^  ^^^  ^^*'^5  upon  her.  Coins,  difiei*ed  not  from  that 

^/X^  ^w^  ^   of  her  sister  Mary  before  her  marriage,  for  she  was 

/^ri7^^<i^-^  X^. styled  ELIZABETH    DEI    gratia  ANGLIA   FRANCIiB   ET 

y^  /;^g^l^-  HIBERNI/E  REGiNA.  On  sooie  of  the  smaller  pieces, 
A/ueJ  •A*.*^  however,  that  title  was  omitted,  and  they  bore' only 
m.u^*>^^u6^  E.  D.  G.  ROSA  SINE  SPINA.  Those  pieccs  had  the 
;/'  Mr*^  ^  -^  place  of  mintage  on  the  Reverse. 
f^/^  4^  '^'*®  motto  upon  her  Silver  Coins  is  posvi  devm 
^-ix**^  c/fA/s^^^^^'^^'^^^  MEVM ;  upon  the  Gold  are  found  lESVs 

^      lZ^^t  WAVTEM  TRANSIENS    PER   MEDIVM    ILLGRVM     IBAT. 

''//^-  M^  ^t^^     A  DOMINO    rACTVM   EST  ISTVD   ET   EST   MIRABILS    IJ^ 
j^^i^/lfU  -^•^^     OCVLIS   NOSTRIS. SCVTVM    FIDEI    PROTEGET   EAM. 

a/(^uj^  4r  ^^^p-e^     Her  style  upon  her  Great  Seal  was  elizabetha. 

^  ,,^   ^  //. .    DEI.  GRATIA.   ANGLIiE.    FRANCIS.  ET.   HIBERNIE.   RE- 

'-A^  /  ^  ^^^  ^  question  arose  out  of  the  establishment  of  those  base  Coins  as 
^^i4^~^A^^  />  the  only  currency  in  Ireland. 

4»<^      -^  ^4^^^/^     Before  the  Proclamation  ft)r  that  purpose,  a  Mcarchant  xrf 
.  Drogfaeda  became  bound  to  a  person  in  London  in  ^£200,  as  the 

j'^M.^  i/-    -*-<c^    condition  for  payment  of  ^^KX)  current  and  lawful  Money  of 
^U««t  ^^^t^   ^  •  England,  at  a  certain  place  in  Ireland,  and  upon  a  fixed  ck^y^ 
A    /    z'       which  happened  to  be  after  the  publishing  ofthe  said  Proclamation. 
/*     ^  ^^  ^jjg  Xxm^  and  place  be  tendered  ji^icio  in  the  mixed  Money « 

A>  /A^  y^AJL.  /^nrhith  was- refused;  and  the  question,  whether  such  tender  were 
/lU  -^i^^^w^  /^^suffieient  to  save  the  forfeiture^  was  solemnly  argued  before  the 

;*->/■  Arf>.0M^%.  ^  ^^  ^jjjg  ^j^j^  ^  general  case,  and  of  great  importance.  Sir 

ii*^  i^A,^  /^^jGeorge  Cary,   (then  Lord  Deputy,)    referred  it  to  the  .Chief 
^  _^^.    Judges,  who  were  Members  of  the  Cquncit,  for  their  determiim* 

'  tioD ;  by  whom  it  was,  after  conference  and  consideration, 
£t^^*/^  i^^ujL0c  A.  resolved,  that  the  tender  of  the  said  mixed  Monies,  at  the  time 
^    jr*  '      'y   '  and  place  appointed,  was^sufficient  in  law  to  save  the  forfeiture 

of  the  obligation,  and  that  the  aforesaid  Merchant  could  not  at 

^  ^*^-i*^ss^etV^  any  subsequent  period  be  compelled  to  pay,  in  discharge  of  the 

"t^  ^a4^  ^  ^i^^ydebt,  any  other  than  such  mixed  Monies,  at  the  rate  and  value 

y,         .       which  they  bore  at  the  time  that  tender  was  made.     [See  the 

^    arguments  at  large  in  J)avi8'8  Report^,  Trin.  3  Jacob!.  Le  Case 

^  "  ^^^^-^      de  Mixt  Moneys,  folio  18.] 
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The  Mint  in  the  Tower  of  Xondon  is  the  only  one 
which  is  known  to  have  been  worked  during  this 
reign. 

JAMES   I. 

The  declaration  of  Elizabeth,  some  days  before 
her  decease,  that  she  owned  no  successor  but  the 
King  of  Scotland  \  was,  possibly,  intended  as 
an  act  of  expiation  for  the  murder  of  his  mother; 
which,  it  may  reasonably  be  presumed,  weighed 
heavily  upon  her  conscience  at  that  time,  and  had 
no  small  share  in  causing  the  deep  melancholy 
which  depressed  all  the  fatculties  of  her  mind. 

That  Monarch,  who  was  the  sixth  of  his  name  in 
Scotland,  was  proclaimed  King  of  England  by  the 
title  of  James  the  First  in  the  course  of  the  day  on 
which  Queen  Elizabeth  died ;  and  thus  the  two 
Crowns  became  united  in  one  person. 

1603.  The  news  of  his  accession  was  conveyed 
to  him  in  the  short  space  of  three  days,  by  Robert 
Cary,  afterwards  Earl  of  Monmouth  '• 

James  left  Holyrood  House  on  the  5th  of  April 
following,  and  passed  a  month  in  his  journey  to 
London,  hunting  and  feasting  the  whole  way*. 
His  arrival  was  preceded  by  a  Proclamation,  which 
declared  the  value  at  which  certain  Scottish  Coins 
should  be  current  in  England.  This  was  intended 
for  the  convenience  of  the  Scottish  Nobility  who 
attended  him,  and  were  not  able  to  provide  them^ 
^Ives  with  current  Money  of  England^  for  their  ex- 
penses, so  suddenly  as  bis  speed  required  K 

n  Cartels  Hist,  of  England^  vol.  III.  p.  097* 
r  Memoirs  of  Robert  Cary>  p.  151,  note  9.    *  Id.  p.  154«  note  13. 
^^  Proclamation^  dated  Nov.  16,  1604.    MS.  penes  Auctorem. 
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The  Proclamation  bore  date  on  the  8th  of  April, 
1603,  and  began  with  stating,  that  the  two  King- 
doms being  united  and  incorporated  together,  it  was 
necessary  for  commerce  and  trade  between  the  sub- 
jects of  the  same,  that  the  true  value  at  which  cer- 
tain pieces  of  his  Majesty's  Coin  of  Scotland  should 
be  current  in  England  should  be  made  known  and 
published.  And  his  Majesty,  having  found  upon 
trial,  and  certificate,  by  the  Officers  of  his  Mint 
within  the  Tower  of  London,  that  the  Coin  of  Scot- 
land cs^lled  the  Six  Pound  Piece  of  Gold  was  of  the 
fineness  of  twenty-two  carats,  and  that  six  of  those 
pieces  made  an  ounce;  and  also  that  the  Scottish 
Mark  Piece  of  Silver  was  of  the  value  of  thirteen 
Pence  Halfpenny  sterling ;  did  therefore  publish  and 
declare,  that  the  Six  Pound  Piece  should  from 
henceforth  be  current  in  England  for  ten  Shillings 
sterling,  and  the  Mark  Piece  for  thirteen  Pence 
Halfpenny";  at  which  rates  all  persons  were  com- 
manded  to  accept  and  receive  the  same  ^. 

Soon  after  his  accession  it  was  found  neceissary  to 
issue  a  Proclamation,  in  Ireland,  in  order  to  confirm 
and  enforce  the  currency  of  the  Money  of  the  new 

u  Dr.  Grey  is  at  a  loss  to  say  whence  the  sum  of  thirti^n  Pence 
Halfpenny  was  called  Hangman's  Wages,  Unless  it  was  in  alla- 
sion  to  the  Halifiax  Law,  by  which  every  felon,  taken  within  the 
liberties,  with  goods  stolen  to  that  valne,  was  to  suffer  death*. 
[Hudibras,  part  III.  canto  il.  note  on  line  751.]  Mr.  Watoon 
asks,  '*  might  not  the  Scotch  mark,  which  was  mdde  current  in 
England  in  the  rdgh  of  James  I.  have  been  made  the  standard 
foir  coAVlcting  capitally  at  Halifax,  and  this  piece,  or  the  value 
of  it,  be  the  usual  gratuity  to  the  excscationer.**  [Histoiy  ^ 
Halifax,  page  222.]  This  fixes  the  proportion  of  the  Scotch 
Coins  to  the  English  at  one  to  twelve. 

^  Proclamation.    MS.  penes  Auctorcm^ 
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staadard^  which  had  beeq  ordained  by  ProdwM^ion . 
on  the  'S4th  of  January  in  the  last  year,  because 
some  ignorant  and  misconceiving  persons  had  af* 
6rmed^  that,  by-  the  death  of  the  late  Queen,  the 
force  and  effect  of  that  Proclamation  was  deter^ 
mined;  and  in  consequence  the  Money  of  that, 
standard  had  been  refused  by  many^. 

On  the  21st  of  May  the  King  renewed  the  Indeu-. 
tures  with  the  Master  and  Worker  of  his  Mint,  Sir- 
Richard  Martyn,  for  the  coining  of  new  Monies,  the 
same  both  in  goodness  and  weight,  as  those  directed 
by  the  Indentures  of  the  43d  of  Queen  Elizabeth*; 
with  this  variation  only,  that  the  title  of  King  of 
Scotland  was  added  to  the  style,  and  the  arms  of 
Scotland  were  placed  in  the  second  quarter  of  the 
shield,  and  those  of  Ireland,  which  then  appeared 
for  the  first  time  upon  the  Money,  in  the  third 
quarter. 

As  the  rebellion  in  Ireland  was  now  entirely  sup- 
pressed, the  reasons  for  circulating  a  base  Coinage 
in  that  kingdom  no  longer  existed. ;  therefore  an  In- 
denture was  made,  upon  the  20th  of  August,  by 
which  it  was  provided  that  Shillings  and  Sixpences^ 
nine  ounces  fine,  should  be  coined  for  the  use  of 
that  realm  \ 

The  currency  of  these  pieces  was  established  by  a 
Proclamation  which  was  issued  on  the  11th  of  Oc- 
tober following.     It  began  with  a  representation  of 

y  Proclaraation^  April  18^  1603.   Simon^  Appendix^  No  XXV. 

«  Folkes^  p.  66,  The  Indenture  which  Loiftfndes  has  placed 
vs^d^r  this  yeai*^  belongs  to  the  next  fcAlowiag,  as  is  evident 
from  its  containing  the  Britain  Crown.      ,  j 

&  Leake,  p.  293«  See  Spedmens  of  this  Coim^^  Sufyple- 
inent>  Pieurt  II. 
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the  extreme  dearth  of  all  things  in  Ireland,  and  the 
many  other  inconveniences  which  had  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  alteration  in  the  standard  of  Money 
there.  In  consideration  of  which  his  Majesty 
thought  fit  not  only  to  restore  the  antient  standard 
of  that  Kingdom,  being  nine  ounces  fine,  but  also 
to  reduce  the  base  mixt  Monies  of  three  ounces  fine 
to  their  value  in  Silver,  and,  for  the  use  of  the 
poorer  sort,  to  allow  the  Monies  of  mere  Copper,  as 
Pence  and  Halfpence,  to  have  still  their  course 
amongst  his  Majesty's  subjects,  in  the  following 
manner.  After  the  day  of  the  date  of  this  Procla- 
mation, each  piece  of  the  standard  of  nine  ounces 
fine,  bearing  the  name  of  a  Shilling,  to  be  cuFrent 
for  twelve  Pence,  and  all  the  other  pieces  in  propor- 
tion.   , 

From  the  same  day,  all  the  mixt  Money  to  be 
cried  down  to  a  third  part  of  the. value  at  which  it 
had  been  current. 

The  Copper  Mop ies  to  be  still  current  at  the  for- 
mer rate,  provided  that  no  person  should  be  obliged 
to  receive  of  them  above  fifty  Shillings  in  the  hun- 
dred Pound$,  and  at  the  same  rate  in  smaller  sums 
viz.  the  fortieth  part  of  any  payment.  And  ail  per- 
sons who  sold  victual,  or  other  commodities,  were 
commanded  to  receive,  of  the  poor,  the  said  Copper 
Money,  provided  it  did  not  exceed  four  Pence  at  one 
time.  All  these  provisions  were  to  be  complied 
with^  on  pain  of  forty  days  imprisonment,  without 
bail  or  enlargement,  and  such  other  fine  and  impri- 
sonment, as  the  Lord  Deputy  and  Council  should 
think  fit  to  be  inflicted. 

And  all  his  Majesty's  subjects  were  exhorted  to 
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express  tbejr  thankfulness  for  his  princely  care  of 
their  welfare,  by  rating  their  commodities  at  such 
prices  as  upon  the  alteration  of  the  standard  might* 
reasonably  be  expected ;  and  all  Mayors,  &c.  &c. 
were  commanded  to  take  care  that  they  should  so 
do,  and  to  apprehend  all  offenders,  and  commit 
them  to  gaol,  until  his  Majesty's  pleasure  should  be 
further  known  ^.  ' 

1603-4.  On  the  13th  of  March,  the  King  and 
Queen  visited  the  Mint  in  the  Tower,  where  they 
coined  Money,  and  gave  it  to  divers  persons  there 
present  ^. 

In  his  second  year  he  assutj/ed  the  title  of  Ring  of 
Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  which  stile  was 
ordered  by  Proclamation,  >q)on  the  20th  of  October, 
1604,  to  be  used  upon  hi/ Coins  •*. 

On  the  11th  of  November  *  a  new  Indenture  was 
made  with  Sir.  Richard  Martyn,  and  his  son,  in 
which  they  covenanted  to  coin  the  pound  weight  of 
Gold  of  twenty-two  carats  fine,  and  two  carats  allay, 
into  thirty-seven  Pounds  four  Shillings  by  tale,  viz. 
into  thirty-seven  Unites,  at  twenty  Shillings  each, 
and  a  Thistle  Crown  ;  or  seventy-four  Double 
Crowns  at  ten  Shillings,  and  a  Thistle  Crown  ;  or 
one  hundred  and  forty-eight  Britain  Crowns,  at  five 
Shillings,  and  a  Thistle  Crown  ;  or  one  hundred 
and  eighty-six  Thistle  Crowns,  at  four  Shillings 
apiece;  or  two  hundred  and  ninety-six  Half-Crowns, 
at  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence  apiece.     The  pound 

b  Lansdown  MSS.  No  264.    Ifhis  Prodamatioo  is  uBpnrfecdy 
copied  by  Simon^  Appendix,  N®  XXVI. 

^'  Nichols's  Progresses  of  jQueen  Elizabeth,  &c.  vol.  III.  p.  41* 
^  Proclamation  in  the  Collection  belong^ing  to  the  Prify  Council. 
«  This  date  is  from  Leake^  page  373. 
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weight  troy  of  standard  Silver  was  to  be  coined  into 
sixty-two  Shillings^  or  a  proportionable  number  of 
Crowns,  Half-Crowns,  Sixpences, Twopences,  Pence, 
and  Halfpence*  Two  Shillings  were  added  to  the 
number  of  the  lai^er  pieces,  to  make  up  the  true 
sum  ^ 

These  Coins  were  made  current  by  a  Proclama- 
tion which  was  issued  upon  the  l6th  of  the  same 
month.  In  the  preamble  the  Ring  took  great  cre- 
dit to  himself  for  his  moderation  in  the  rating  of  his 
Coins,  and  especially  for  having  restored  the  antient 
standard  of  Irish  Money.  He  then  stated,  that 
great  inconvenience  had  ^  arisen  from  the  Scottish 
Coins  of  Gold  having  been  declared  equal  to.  the 
Gold  Coins  of  En&^lands.  Not  that  it  was  not 
worth  in  true  value  so  much  of  the  Silver  Money  of 
England,,  but  because  the  English  Coins  of  Gold 
were  not,  in  regard  of  the  Silver  Coins,  of  the  true 
proportion  between  Gold  and  Silver  accustomed  in 
all  nations.  This  error  had  been  the  great  cause  of 
the  transportation  of  Gold  out  of  the  realm,  into 
other  Countries,  because  the  Gold  Coins  of  Eng-^ 
land  were  of  more  value  in  those  parts  than  they 
were  allowed  to  be  current  at  within  the  realm. 

To  remedy  these  inconveniences,  his  Majesty 
caused  new  Coins,  both  of  Gold  and  Silver,  to  be 
made,  of  several  stamps,  weights,  and  values,  but 
of  one  uniform  standard  and  allay,  to  be  current  in 
the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain ;  viz.  one  piece  of 
C^Id,.  of  the  value  of  twenty  Shillings  sterling,  to 
be  called  the  Unite,  stamped  on  the  one  side  with 
the  King's  picture,  formerly  used,  with  this  style> 

t  LwMckwn  MS.  No  745. 

t  See  the  Proclamation  of  t^  8th  of  April,  160S. 
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'JACOBUS   D..  Q..  MAG.  BRIT,   FRANC.  A  HIB.  JRBX  ;   and 

on  the  other  side  the  King's  Arms  crotirned>  with 

FACIAM  £0S  IN  GENTEM  UN  AM. 

One  other  Gold  Money  of  ten  ShiUings,  to  be 
called  the  Double  Crown;  and  one  other  Gold 
Mooey,  of  five  Shillings,  to  be  celled  the  Britain 
Crown  :  on  the  one  side  of  which  the  King^s  accus- 
tomed picture,  with  the  style  as  aforesaid ;  and  on 
the  other  side  the  King's  arms,  with  henricus  ro- 
SAS,  regna  jacobus. 

One  other  piece  of  Gold,  of  four  Shillings,  to  be 
called  the  Thistle  Crown :  on  one  side  of  which  a 
rose  crowned,  with  ja.  d.  g.  mag.  brit.  f.  &  h.  rex; 
and  on  the  other  a  thistle-flower  crowned,  with 
tueatur  unita  deus. 

One  other  Gold  Money,  of  two  Shillings  and  Six- 
pence, to  he  called  an  Half  Crown,  with  the  King's 
accustomed  picture,  and  j.  d.  G.  rosa  sine  spina: 
and  on  the  other  side  his  arms,  with  the  same  motto 
as  the  last  ^. 

Of  Silver  Money,  pieces  of  five  Shillings  and  twd 
Shillings  and  Sixpence,  having  on  one  side  the 
King's  picture  on  horseback^  with  the  style  afore* 
said ;  and  pieces  of  twelve  Pence  and  six  Penoe, 
having  on  one  side  the  King's  picture  formerly  used, 
and  the  style  as  aforesaid ;  and  on  the  other  the 
King's  arms,  with  au^  deus  conjunxit  nemo  sb- 

PARET. 

Also,  pieces  of  two  Pence,  having  on  one  side 
a  rose  crowned,  and  about  it  j.  d.  g.  rosa  sine 
SPINA ;  and  on  the  other  side  a  thistle-flower 
crowned,  and  about  it  tueatur  unita  deus. 

^  See  Specimens  of  these  Coins  10  Plate  XI. 
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Lik^wifliisrpieces  of  one  Penny,  with  the  same  pic- 
ture aqd  inscription,  but  without  the  crown  over  the 
rose  and  the  thistle ;  with  the  half  of  the  same/ 
having  the  like  picture,  but  without  any  inscrip- 
tion ». 

.  All  which-^Coins,  bott  of  Gold  and  Silver,  were 
by  the  Proclamation  published,  declared  and  autho- 
rised to  be  current  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ghreat  Bri- 
tain ;  and  to  be  received  by  all  the  sulijects  thereof, 
at  the  several  rates  and  values  contained~in  the  Table 
annexed,  expressing  their  true  values  and  weights, 
according  to  the  account  of  the  Mint  men  of  both 
Nations. 

The  following  Notice  is  prefixed  to  the  Table : 
"  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  pound  weight 
English  being  12  ounces  troy,  doth  over  poix  the 
pound  weight  of  Scotland  four  pennyweights  and 
nine  grains  English.  Whereupon  this  Table  is 
made,  to  distinguish  every  several  piece  of  Gold  and 
Silver  Coin  according  to  the  true  weight  of  both  Na- 
tions. 

>  Specimens  of  this  Money  may  be  seen  in  Plate  XVIK  of 
Silver  Coins. 

Tile  inscriptions  prove  the  intention  of  James  to  unite  the 
two  Kiingdoms^  wfaich^  however^  he  was  unable  to  aecomplish» 
although  he  recommended  the  measure  to  his  Paurliament. 
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The  Proclamaition  bore  date  on  the  8th  of  April, 
lG6s,  and  began  with  stating,  that  the  two  King- 
doms being  united  and  incorporated  together,  it  was 
necessary  for  commerce  and  trade  between  the  sub- 
jects of  the  same,  that  the  true  value  at  which  cer- 
tain pieces  of  his  Majesty's  Coin  of  Scotlan^d  should 
be  current  in  England  should  be  made  known  and 
published.  And  his  Majesty,  having  found  upon 
trial,  and  certificate,  by  the  Officers  of  his  Mint 
within  the  Tower  of  London,  that  the  Coin  of  Scot- 
land called  the  Six  Pound  Piece  of  Gold  was  of  the 
fineness  of  twenty-two  carats,  and  that  six  of  those 
pieces  made  an  ounce ;  and  also  that  the  Scottish 
Mark  Piece  of  Silver  was  of  the  value  of  thirteen 
Pence  Halfpenny  sterling ;  did  therefore  publish  and 
declare,  that  the  Six  Pound  Piece  should  from 
henceforth  be  current  in  England  for  ten  Shillings 
sterling,  and  the  Mark  Piece  for  thirteen  Pence 
Halfpenny";  at  which  rates  all  persons  were  com- 
manded  to  accept  and  receive  the  same  ^. 

Soon  after  his  accession  it  was  found  necessary  to 
issue  a  Proclamation,  in  Ireland,  in  order  to  confirm 
and  enforce  the  currency  of  the  Money  of  the  new 

^  Dr.  Grey  is  at  a  loss  to  say  whence  the  sum  of  thirteen  Pence 
Halfpenny  was  called  Hangman's  Wages,  Unless  it  was  in  alia- 
slon  to  the  HaKfax  Law,  by  which  every  felon,  taken  within  the 
]|fo€Tties>  with  goods  stolen  to  that  value,  wa«  to  suffer  death,* 
[Hudibras,  part  HI.  canto  II.  note  on  line  751.]  Mr.  Watson 
asks,  "  might  not  the  Scotch  mark,  which  was  m^de  current  in 
England  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  have  been  made  the  standard 
fot  convicting  capitally  at  Halifax,  and  this  piece,  or  the  vahie 
of  it,  be  the  usual  gratuity  to  the  exajationer."  [Histosy  ©f 
Halifax,  page  222.]  This  fixes  the  proportion  of  the  Scotch 
Coins  to  the  English  at  one  to  twelve. 

^  Proclamation.    MS.  penes  Auctoreitu 
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standard^  which  had  been  ordained  by  ProGlan^tion . 
on  the  '94th  of  January  in  the  last  year,  becaiMe 
some  ignorant  and  misconceiving  persons  had  af- 
firmed, that,  by- the  death  of  the  late  Queen,  the 
force  and  effect  of  that  Proclamation  was  deter* 
mined;  and  in  consequence  the  Money  of  that, 
standard  had  been  refused  by  manyy. 

On  the  21st  of  May  the  King  renewed  the  Inden-*. 
tures  with  the  Master  and  Worker  of  his  Mint,  Sir* 
Richard  Martyn,  for  the  coining  of  new  Monies,  the 
same  both  in  goodness  and  weight,  as  those  directed 
by  the  Indentures  of  the  43d  of  Queen  EHzabetfa'; 
with  this  variation  only,  that  the  title  of  King  of 
Scotland  was  added  to  the  style,  and  the  arms  of 
Scotland  were  placed  in  the  second  quarter  of  the 
shield,  and  those  of  Ireland,  which  then  appeared 
for  the  first  time  upon  the  Money,  in  the  third 
quarter. 

As  the  rebellion  in  Ireland  was  now  entirely  sup- 
pressed, the  reasons  for  circulating  a  base  Coinage 
in  that  kingdom  no  longer  existed ;  therefore  an  In- 
denture was  made,  upon  the  30th  of  August^  by 
which  it  was  provided  that  Shillings  and  Sixpences^ 
nine  ounces  fine,  should  be  ccnned  for  the  use  of 
that  realm  *. 

The  currency  of  these  pieces  was  established  by  a 
Proclamati(Hi  which  was  issued  on  the  llthof  Ocr 
tober  following.     It  began  with  a  representation  of 

y  Proclamation,  April  18,  1603.    Simon,  Appendix,  No  XXV. 

■  Folkes,  p.  66,  The  Indenture  which  LoWndes  has  placed 
lader  thb  year,  belongs  to  the  next  fotlowing,  as  is  evident 
from  its  containing  the  Britain  Crown.      ,  j 

&  Leake,  p.  S93«  See  Specimens  of  this  Coinage,  Suftpla- 
ment^  Part  II. 
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hi#ip,^^tlirt  bttUdS^^eA'MhA^v  iathftt  yMs*,  the 
^\M  V|M«igttiSo^«Ud|3«ifi  ^Hq  )9ld^  slaiiiiard, .  of  123 
^'^^c^tMfti^  into  forty 

liPofMM&rtffiinlliiigiDta^^W  into  .tfoedty-sarai 

Jbotltoi^.  l>OiMhi&  idhcifi]>iemfiib«vy  ra.tbn  y^r,  a 
¥mchmil/Adhvi^^9iMfatA  i^tMis\k/th(s^mm  fifths 
mMaUkf^ttg^iU  mm}m^i8>  ;te  Cotn^  jol^ikdiind. 

H'^atttiiibhlttteiifMb^liMff  ]iAigisl^«ba«l^otociiy 
TO4»»tt  -dlcdbgftfelMdwgt  ofilbtihitei^dbMst^rat  to 

.doii^  idf  fliidaMva«idhiiaf^i3NNk  tt^ry  piede 

i^:iiilie»nigftiiilr  tall  ^lae^J!i/kB^^ 

should  carry  as  high  a  valuation  as   tit^f  clblrliKi^ 

Mlix^^jkilliglieid^llPFll^^  ^  tnitb^^rliigh- 

Sfa^tt|^|^fap»il^i#ini»ya^  )iwr«  tb^  nstin^  ^ytnlw 


P  This  date  is  gif«|4ll|b]iiNMM»*^.   »f  fLdwndes,  page  53. 
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wA  be  vpfUM  4o  the  ttU  Bm^  abilH»gi,  1m 
iimt  iwpeet  ^oald  be  uttertjr  abettihid  m  the 
realm ;  and  ttatt  eferjr  Silver  Hmp  SbiOiiif ,  of  llmt 
Mandard  of  nine  oimoaa  fine,  sbeeitd  be  adled  twelve 
Pence  Iriiht  or  twelve  Pmce  conent  Mcney  of 
iT^and^  and  not  twelve  Fenee  fteriing,  or  Iwelet 
Penee  ennent  Money  of  England.  And  that  mtmj 
fierson  who  should  pay  or  veeeiee  twebe  IVnoe 
lriih>  or  twelve  Bmo9  hmM  Money  of  Iwrlindi 
abottld  pay  or  reeeive  one  ibrp  SbiHtnf  of  otan 
onnoes  <hie,  and  not  ttxpaaee  Halijpanny  fbilkieg 
(m  of  hta  had  been  utad) ;  and  diat  every  pecBMi 
who  sboidd  pay  or  leeaive  twelve  Ptnee  atvrlinfy  or 
twelve  PenoB  lawfal  Money  nf  Bng land,  ibenU  pqr 
or  receive  aialsen  Bwmo  of  ibe  aaid  new  Harp  Mo^ 
aey.  But  it  wat  prcmded,  that  all  payawnta  to  he 
made  to  ai^  person,  betDg  wannntad  only  by  liiie^ 
estabUthmenty  or  oonoardatttai  alroMly  awde  and 
pastt  and  not  by  Lettett  Patont  nnder  the  Gmf 
Seal,  or  special  dtieetion  from  bis  Mqesty,  ahenid 
be.  made  aeeording  to  the  mto  or  siandnrd  ef  the 
said  new  Harp  Money^  being  the  hnrfal  Maany  nf 
Irelam^  and  not  aoeeading  to  the  slandard-of  £n|^ 
lish  Money. 

And^  to  aMid  llie  snabignity  wbMb  Ae  ONnd  eto£^ 
Img  had  ooeasioMMl  in  eontineli^  Ao.  it  wns  eeaai^ 
mandedy  Ite*  the  word  of  ctwnnt,  or  of  bwfai, 
Moaqrofliefaindshnialdbensed;  by  wbsdi  ihtnll 

ounces  fine,  proper  to  the  blagivin  ef  ivtiwni '•  /^  ^ 

1607.    When  l^oeen  IliaArth  aitowsdiha  vtondr 

ard  of  the  l^etns  of  inland,  ihctoiliiitte  usy  »f  aU 

VOL.  111.  .      I 
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o4hi&r^^MMey  /wkliisi  ttttt  realm,  ftiicl>  tepeciaKy  of 
Ifa^!  Mcuicjr .  o(  iBq^ml^  so.  tbat  tbe  smd  Mmie)9, 
siitc^rAlittiiime^  wttfe in .theMnitiire  of  BuHipuonly 
wil^li  ;tllj9.  8«kl  ktiig|dQm«  It  was  now^  hoWQfvery 
fouod  niceflmnr  >t<^  ilevms4ii*  uw  oREngltsh  Monty 
nt.lMlaiid^  teouuar^the  Colttaof  the  new  stmBefaurd 
eonkt  not  be  made  in  £nglflMl  mttd '  acot .  oven  witb 
atschdSpBfd^jaatfaatMi^estjr's  aanfice  didi  man j  time& 
myuifev { «ioir>iiii  rqjUatilit|^.sfiUiaient  ier '  h\%  ^  auhjcets' 
wei'  l%iA  TWa^'  doit^  i^y^mlamalioii  :iipoii  the  19th 
eAlMta^  taSoijr^  moodrriiiig.  to  xihe^foUawitig  rates^ 
ahti^^fii&imrdi  tmdve  I'ince,  ^tir  tlitt  SfeiUki^  -^ 
Sn^nirf;  Mbecaiventforsixteisa^PienGe  oftlie  iiaw 
Btaqdard  Miiti«y  ofijirdaanb^^iand  tsill  otheif  piOTea^ili 
pii>piortMkii.r.  Anda^  hJs  Majestjr^irotrkl^  lirom  <tfme 
tdtiikks^,  seafid  tfae  Modejdf  £iigLrilid^i«ito  imlamli^ 
bit  cmi  1  aenriirei  aiixL  afikilrSj  to  all  Isis  wbfects  nrwe 
SfiatiiisdfitbaAUfafeyTmfgfat/sto^^  roceiw  and  paid  in 
iMij^fi^crift  isoiidi  Moiiey/^  noUvitbstanding  any  Proek- 
Iftatiim^  &x>: ^  made  bp^  the  lala^den,  or  by  th^ 
i&ig'a  ^h^eftty^  or  by  any  Lord  JD^uty^  &c%  to  ihfe 

Aa.  thia  t«aae  it  was  rqiofted,  by  some  persona, 
ihdtt  all  JBien  w€««  at  liberty  to  carry  out  of  the  real^ 
Ot)li^i»r>fitt«ary  in /Claki^  ^^^i^^  Hia  Majesty 

iAviog  teasdtiitaMport,  coniulted  icvthdhotJiidgte 
«^n  the  ^'poiM^  who  nnanimrously  molved^  tbi^ 
#^i  impotiatioti  vaas  ahaoliitely*  forbidden  by  di verib 
S«itutn>;'  and  in^coiisecpiaiae  a  I^rodattiSBtiim  vrtt^ 
issued  topon  the  9th  of  July  lor  putting  those  Sta>- 
tutes  into  execution  V 
•      *  •  ♦  •■•,•.• 

>  Slm<m>  Appendix,  N®  XXIX. 

t  Proclamation  in  the  I4hr^  of  tha^  Society  of  Antiquaries. 
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1Q>8.  About  this  y^ur- thai  King  vmi 'Writ* 
Bafbea,  Araiy  Master  ta  Goldtaiilh^  Htil,  ibb  tUe 
£mpcnror  pf  Iiu89i9y^)fbr'the>-pitrpc»9e-of  mtkitig  finr 
him  a  standard  of  Gold  and  Sifarer  tn^fais  Miiit^  e^i- 
valent  to  djiist  of  the  Towtr  >cS  Loiiikm  *;  which 
shftwvc  the  high  esttnatioA  in  whsob  that  •standard 
wfs  held upoft  the CooftinBnl  .  <:       f' 

l6og.  Ih  this  jrear  Coaiiiiis«bfaer9('9i«^' ap^ 
pointed  to  conmler  of  the^  Mint  afiairs'of  th«TM^er 
41^  Loodon^  and  06  the  oanse  cCthatnRMp(irtkioir<tf 
the  Monies  df  the  realm,  and  of^sonveniemt  ramMies 
tp  prevent  the  same,  l^e  eiiines-thegr  obqervidd  to 
be  these  ;  the*  vireigbt^ '  the  fineness  o&  the  Aandsi^ 
the  ^nation  of  the  Meniea,  bod  thereift  the^'pibf 
portion  faetieesn  Gold'  siad  Silver;  and  the  abuse 
of  exohaiige  for  lilcntflB  by  'BsHs,  ^wfaereio  aU<th# 
fcnnner  were  ineludedi  The  li^ferenoe  -ef  weight, 
fifi^iesa^ Taluation^  and^dtsproporttonaferesaid,  ti»f 
deelartd  m  theirrcertificaie,  were  not  [of  themaalros 
tnie  causes  ^  espattation,  «f  there  wece  betitnt 
Goiiotries  a^d  Cetintry  a  ^dee .  course  liejkdhlh  in  tbi 
exchange  of  Money  ;  but  that  due  course  Hot  hcmg 
observed)  then  they  might  aceidentaHy  he  cailbe»«, 
And  this  course  they  stated  to  be  the  cause  of  the^ 
oveabalaiiciiig  of  feseiga  iBomniddities,  ^hicireaseii  hy 
tdm  immoderate  ese  of  tbem^  and  negleet  to  set  the 
people  on  wori^ ;  so  ^that  the  remedy  was  whoUy 
ttmnd  to  consist  in  reforming  the  abuse  of  Ex<^nge^ 
It  seems  Strang  that  ithey  should  emisider  thst 

u  BushelPs  Abridgement  of  Lord  Chancellor  Bacon's  Philoso- 
phical Theory  in  Mineral  ProsecutioD8/«4to.  London^  l650>  at 
No  9  of  the  third  paging. 

X  Lex  Mercatoria,  part  IL  chap.  8.  Gerrard  Malyne^^  the 
author  of  this  work^  was  one  of  the  Cbihtnissioners ;  the  others 

12 
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^ch  (proportyns  ,ap,  tp  a^<^n^  suadently  f©r  the 
lexportntiop.     .        "  , 


Kjog  w^ jias  usoj^l^  pn?J^nJ5  ^t  tl?e  ti^al.gf  the  Pir, 
,«»4j^c|irig^ntJjr  viewed  aqjl  ^^^nedthe.state  of  his 

^^S¥>m^^.<h  .'^  ^.-  .■  ••  ;•    > , .  ■ 

Ijpnj  jtM  jl,;|)rqclgl^|^t^pfl^pJ^^^WI8he<i,  upon  the 
M*^.  pf  the  fa^ftino^tjl^,  fQrta|l<|ipg  all.  piersoQf  (ex- 
ceptttLe  :OifeoBrs  of  the  Min^;,.^  the  service  awl 
pjoynaen^  thet^fjL^o^^U,  ^J^  V.oins,  to.  njake 
te,  4c-r^9r  ifpr  ^"^.P^l^?^: J^^i^^r^^t ^^^  Cojiis  to 

j^^^t  pracr^;  w^^^^^  I  jl^ifiTiotbeiBR,  to 

weigh  the  Money,    and  to'^pjill^  opt ,  8H<^i  ,a$  jwre 

iGng  JamesV^re^^^       a  Vial  of  thia,kM,  ,  At,^be^}i^j|; 
periods  I  beliere'^ttwas.  usual  far  hiin  so  to  do,  ^       .' 

'^if'rattr^S-liettft'  W^ffea  b^'stf  H^fy  Wottoii  to  Sir  Aflhm* 
IftiDiri^niortasiMi  tMmbl^r^ifisteAth,  kshoiAO^seto  t&et-^e 

W  thouglkt^  oiit  ox  Kent/Tcn;  that  the  Kin^.j^who  is  pow^at 
Hampton  Court)  bkl^  itfip6lntii{)^  alibis  Coiui^  and  al^tne 

M%d(,citattie^1)ii^1^^ti^^dhb  n^a^tit^  i>f  the  Mint^ 


J.UfKS   I.  117 


to  beilaily  bf^dty'  sdirt^a^tami^^^^^^ 

part  to  be  exported,  ^ •—'* '"-^* ^l^:-»r:*-  >i^.^ 

.  ^j^  ^^  gooa  irjonej 

^r'^h^'^xf^'m^  *«Lfeg^ 'consisted  with'  W« 
Privy  Coaiicil  (and  with  divers  genu^men  of  tiuaitfy 
imt^tei-e'tion);  atia''ck1te«'!»eror«  tKera'Merchants 
'  oT^ry  trad^, '  «ie  ^ffifcet^  ^f  tfte  Min<t, '  atid  s6]d- 
«nl»tfti  orWii'bwilorf-'iA  ord^rtliat lie  inighPftre 
l>ett^grb'und  his  resoliMonsbp^  such  infot'nflatititis 
8*fti''dfeco<rerie8\'<4^  ^itWer'art,'  expei-iencfe'^  or'^'^e 
l^rtbWeft^  of %e  affalrs^ailf oad- -^oild  aftbf*^  "''  '^- 
^**ft<  fe{)rfsOTUenfce"<iir^th'^  tti'quii^es  th^n'madelt  Ws 
c^Wtfed;  •  th'aV  'tlie'expbrtaiibrf  of  .Gold  was  "the 
draseSfrHidh  i^*uii^(§d*to  berfetii'ov^;'and 'that  iKia 
cbufd  be  eff^ed  ori^'by  diininishfng  t^e  gain  wtiicn 
arofe from  that^tatttide:"  •' •'  "  ''  '"  -''--'' 
'  It  was  tfae^eil)i^>«Sotve«[  'iS.  r^tii^  b^l^  efom^ 


xoW  to  maSre  l^iii'df  equ^  viilue^Wf W  tKd  pnce 
60I4  i^  foreign  jiwrtg((^i;*t.thft^fi«?ej^lw.W^ 
which  was  current  herei.iMk.,lnN«Ql!j'!»Sfaittnga»i«fait 
vaIneclv«broad  at  twf««tjiH«wo' 6lKlM<g8,!aMi'>^her 
CdhA  in  preporCiiSiN)  tMf'm^d  xxUkk  atiy  ^tterltidh 
iff  tfte  wet2ht'oi''ftn'(^ness'^6t(he'8fai)3ard.  '  ,'  ,,"'  , 
„  Tpe  Silver,  Cq^a^flr^,t9  i^OWj^i  ^f  .befop«,7ie- 
c{u«|jit  a«.9Ut.tr9d^flr<tad  rpajroNnta'weveisoiiaraQk 
dvtmiMidr  iH8dewi<hF(he«ki,<'<*atiM'w«tfM  be  gfvett 
fo'tttoe^e  pHb^;  ofaH  ^Whgs  Veindlble,' which  bis 

,,PWf.  f;e?Qjutioa  wai,  caryU^  i«tp,  «flgMl^  by.  4m> 
olaiiog  th^  folkawiog  piecM  o(Go)d  to  be«un«nt  at 

'a  'Procferiiatidh  lift  the  sVicfety  of  Antlqimries  Library. 
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ihete  j[hib0i/'bf  k  'BKelsiffMiM  Wbkh  boK  dat«  on 
(lt«  ^  (irf  November.     •      ■ 


4^;    • 


V '«' 


HS^jr  . 


9.  d. 
TheiUliit    •     at>  £2  0 

Double  Crown       110 
l^rjtaia  Crpwa.   .    ^5  ff 
tie  Crown         4  4^ 

Jf  Qt  Qiirr^ptt  in  Scotland  : 
Ro^e  Royal    .    .    . 

Spur  Royal    .     .     . 
,,  Angel        /  .     .     . 

Tnese  are  called  in  the  Proclamation,  **  our  own 
^.g,,  .    ....  ^^.         ••■••■        ■    '      ■         ■ 

All  otlier  Coins  of  Gold  of  his  Majesty^s  Progeni- 
tors in  proportion,  viz.      * 

pvery  piece  of  Gold  fot'merly  current  for 


j».f  'J 


4.    d 
Th<  Half  Crown  at  IB  '^9 
Coin   pf   (jqld  of 
Scotland,  called 
the  VI  n  piece    110 

s„    d.       , 

0 
6 
0 


23 
16 
11 


IJ.  '  :'' 


S.    a. 

s.    ^ff. 

s.    d. 

s. 

d. 

'gb   t>     .   , 

at  33    0 

10    b 

.     .     at  11 

0 

*0i  -0    'v     ; 

.      »2     0 

5     0 

•     •     •     5 

6 

15     0     .     . 

.      Ifi     6 

2    6 

.  .  .  « 

9 

•  Aifid  as  this  raisins:  the  vahie  of  the  Gold  Coins 
'yirg^ld  probably  be  trie  ineans  of  making  Gold  to  be 
ilic^#^4]sual  in  payments  than  it  had  of  late  been,  it 
wa^/^faought  pmper  to  leb6$k^  the  circulation  of  light 
p?fece^;'*by  declaring  (according'  to  tbe  precedent  of 
a  Ptoclamatiori'of  the  29th  bf  Eli^kbeth,  and  which 
coipitinued  in  force  until  her  death)  that  it  should  Be 
filoe  aqd  lawfn)  for  all  p^rs^r^s  to  refuse  all  piece^  of 
Ciald  which'  should  ihe  lighter  than  according  to  the 
fbltowtnig  remedies  or  abatements : 
'    In  every  piece  6f Cold <uirrent  for'  »      • 

s^  d.  srratns.      s  d. 

ap ;  p  ,ng!t  to  ex^eqd  4§.   |  1 Q  0      .     .     . 
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And  tlift  formtrSti^utQ^'agMWft  th«.€XporiU^i9li,/^ 
€k>]d|  were  declared  to  be  8|iU  ji^/  fW09»  Mi  ktif 
SUtute  made  at  York  9  B.  III.  ealled  the  Statute  of 
Money,  eap.  i,  0,  9,  and  M;  and  the  Statute  df 
the  2d  of  H,  IV.  cap.  5.'  t  '       *    i  .0  ^ 

It  was  ulso  commanded^  that  tb^  Mayors  atljl 
Bailifis,  in  eirery  port  where  Merchants  and  IShipa 
might  be,  and  all  others  tb  whom  the  siimie  sfaoiiM 
or  might  appertain,  should  take  th&  oath  of  Masters 
of  Ships  and  Merchants,  accprding  to  the  ttue 
meaning  of  the  Statute  of  the  gthof  Edward  IJJ.; 
and  that  all  Customers,  Searchers,  Comptrollers^ 
and  all  other  the  King's  Officers  and  Ministers  what- 
-soever,  to  whom  it  appertained,  were  ordered  so 
carefully,  and  diligently  to  execute  their'  several 
oflices,  as  that  the  isaid  Statutes  might  be  duly  and 
efie^tuadly  executed,  on  jlain  of  th^  greatest  jyini^r- 
ment  that  by  the  Laws  night  be  inflicted,  upw 
ithem^.  t  . 

.  A  PriHflaiQation  ««  tha  Colleetion  of  j^rappis  ]Dk>uce»  £^  I'bVi 
«€Qhaiicement  of  the  Coins  i$  $aid,  by  Malynes,  to  havis  beea 
occasioned  by  a  repres^ntktidn  which  1/^  niade  to'  ih^^KVif*^ 
the  late  Earl  of  DoaAiriiillA^  (fjord  ChaocfilliMi  <lf  «ScalMa<tt)  te 
^e  yiisr  l^U^,  respeotii^' t|l#.  ciiigrtntv;iif^j9  ,Mr  Kit»<^>^rif9i4 
CoinB  in.  Koglaiid..  :  JHe  $^tfA  U^^b^  ifW^  9^  ^^  3hp.»>^^ 
nfveir  went  all  Quftn  Elizabeth's, t^ne  above  6^.  Englisb  Money, 
did  then  go  for  7»'  3J.  and  the  English  Double  Sovereign  of 
SOs.  went  in  France  for  II  Pranhs^br  ii^  Sfafllhtgsf  aad^'Oat 
both wafiitbare bad  bsen  mi aHei-aSiAni lat^e^stlOKlini.i  Vli^ 
waa  proved/ by  Malyncfi.  »KibftrOPgaiH)iHl^>H^»i^'»btu^Wi  j^f 
Gold  in  England  frq/m  5^.  the  ouri)^.  t^-^p^^.^^i^d  by^the^adi^uaoe 
of  the  French  Crowa  in  France,  five  Sous  in  specie  j  aotl  it  wa4 
advised  not  to^tempt  tu  remedy  this'bra  further  enhanc^mant 
of  English  Gold,  but  ti^  Ao  iti  by  i^gabtbig'^ftt  t^tia^iEif  ^ 
£|[Chii|ge  tkeween  E^giahd  an4  Fratace.  This  ^me  ^s  Hot 
followed;  and  the  consequence,  s^ys  Malyiifs,  b^?  b6fa^"UlQ 
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ttitfOfiiWdii  tp^tKnasS  mil-thttuf^  and  at  ibe 

Hf  wnwwifjtotitet .  *iqh  hainfiiie^.  of  Mmetb^om  re- 
i|Wirtiig  Li<?cnf aaiiibtiflrf  ><h»  piicta  vbicb  wei^  tbea 
«ftM*M|m«lit;l^oit).iMt^  Ibinktfae 

gmftvr)|mrtoaf iittb  W9lrtk)r'Qf -bcMis  4aid  i^,  length 
liilbrtM»y:ro•def•[^  r .. '  >;  - 

to^tT^esKiiig's  JaOit.easceUmfc  M^jertie  having  of 
l^fifl^i^Miabed^  a  ProGlan»akion  for  miaing  of  the 
fMm^  hiasCojEnea  of  Gofai^  as  n  pravktent  remedy 
f<insUie)«tta|i  #f  tRatore  mthin  4he  reakn^  whereftf 
t||omifeith1blfawed'a,good£ffefi(;  faalh  novt  iU^ugU 
go^^^aoqpfding  to  bia  pnticely  nature  and  .cnatome, 

loss  or  our  Siher  in  Bullion  or  weiffhty  Coiq,**   Lql  Mercatoiia, 

'-^'Tl^  ^inlttbceiSeiA  of  tli6  Gdtf;  if  it  did  not  occasion  the 
ttdAaqr  of  SiKierJGainv  J^  maoh^  ilianaBed  ii.  To  ntdce  it 
g^Qfft  pienfft  Capl«p  JHy^p^o|iOQBd  toraise  tliepfieeof  Silvvr, 
b^^  cf)^king^i^t;  {M)  .<».  10  c^its;  fi]pp,  ^nd  64  ShiHV^gs  to  the 
pound  troy. 

"^AUiy^^poft  made  bf  JKe  Sdlidtbr  Getfenj/  dated  July  1^, 
f9l4t^%Mr'&%ifetf'¥h<^nrttM¥.  Briete;  It  app^te  tbat  tbe 
Mnennrftha  Biittt»  >iiid  ttap^  prindpoAllfeniwnb,'  being  «>a^ 
^HjfeJ^^^^fflcVtyr  tlic  QM^  of  the  #cfiti^  of  ^hFf|r/  and  the 
eMidi^acv  ofrBMsiD^  the  jjpc^  of  Silver  beinfc  inentkincd,  the 
result  yaa  asTollows,  '*  Upon  this  point  it  is  fit  we  should  eive 
/lAirlJotliyfii^d  und^^rsttod'  what  the  M^rchahtJ  intiniatetf  to 
W^rifal  m/i^4ity¥&fex^  md  Tntapm^  oT'ttj^liigtfaeyMriteof 
Si|p»i»tf  iti>he>n$(«Qkefaiiv|eiiW't«iriBe  aanli  a  inMlo>in>dM»d 
^•ftRrt* ^  *^WWV  t^is  v^tiw«,a^;(t«n^tWr,«fn^^^^ 
would  he  armiserie  to  the  Merchants  :  so  that  «pe  were  forced  to 
use  pnmstaiion^  that  there  was*  no  socn  iMent.  fSnelhngs 
9ll^r«^fiUttrfe»  "^IVSA^nottV^quoHit^Si^  Jtdlhli  C^^^^i' MS 


»  ^ 
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tend  thMs  fm^tnafy  thit  teolmdy)^  We$mmi9a9if 
be  stayed  wMdn  tfa0^re8|pi^>i«iMmpfitlie  Khigdiiia 

trateuwmiiy^by  a^iutt  wi^e^and'itittitt^beAMiMil 
itibo  the 'taftie^«  « And  twrinf ^  bjnffM^e  (ttafl*  JiMJitili 
coQraltattioti,  tatenr'  ktiowMge  cif  ^two^ie^tMtiMa 
(the  Constitution  of  this  Kingdoaie)OMtideied)ottM 
one,  >  if  fovrftine^CdyiM  should  *he.  nmde^^dir^t 
aitioiigst.his'])eopte*.2tbe0liher,  if  ^l^ptMlUf^pkM 
mhjmrt  GokL  or^  ifHuery  tUtder  in^ftmriim^  Cb^^if 
BnMi^n,  shamfd  b^jerfohjed  tohfiHg  U  tptb^Uiatl^ 
Hifi  Miii6«ty  beHig]ndfhed(tiiqapte]r«^or*ttiQi»^ 
tie) and  modevatioiiv  Mtha^i  iMtk  wrthmpmthf^ 

Use  J  and  put  in  execution^  bath  in  this  case,-  bv"  the 
advise  of  bis  Priuie  Counce)!,  and  \>y  ^e^^jfjcff^ 

liking  of.  divers  ,principaU  n;ierQbaAltv  VxMfft^  ^fflf<^ 
called  to(  the  ecttsiilftattofi>f  roisol?«d,i  MieddngkiAhi^ 
two  extrMOies,  emly*  to^wtia  if^Hcr^Wi^ift^^q])}^ 
forraine  Coynes  and  BblKoh  at  th^  MMt,^  W  tV; 
rate  that  pnc^  <^t  ««<;lj,.  a^  1^89^^^^,  »WfiPf*W.ni»« 
may  rather  incite^tluip  dis(;mm>g^'it^««|ffroibfl|ifei«t 
otfaersy  do  'bnag->th«.«aniej  both  into  itte  Krtaloie^rtliA 
to  bis  Mat^tte^s  M^e,'  &hd>tt««(Mtrtfg  tid'thii^  i«it6lil' 
tion  hathc4u8<xl  the  ;W6nWH,6f  hi8  'Mlh^'tSte 
alt«r?4'  *W4.  i^Aa^..'..,"Ajf^^^J5^,H„WU  teJSJ^K.i^ 

p«blidc!gflt»d)  iuMl  7»«ritli'of'hfs  <Kii]g<ia«ne^  \i«tfh^ 
tenfta  <!«|ttK  vt^th'betoefitc^,  br.  H  \ism^  ft»  <k6mk''  , 
ture  pertaiqpties.  naving:  veeided  to  set  sucn  a  prioe 

amounteth  to  little  more  tb^  b«ifei  €^ii(d)f^f|irafitej 
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ndufdb  ^hii  Mki9ttie  '^itm  tty  take  for  his  Coynq^ ; 
whicfa^  ^vilMtherit  iwriU  be  reoMapeMcd  in  .the  quao** 
liftie^ifkhM  which  maj  oome  io,  it  e  thing  eamll 
•adttnoertainek 

*  ^^But  beeaii8e>it  we^e  in.vitine  for  hU  Maiettie la 
ea^MA  pjpofiti^  dA>  hie  Mtnty  i^  iMrrAan£#  or  gofd^ 
smiths  he  pemdtied  to  o9f€fyiuy  his  Ma^ty  S  and 
so^«€!irt  «u0h  as  would  bring  the  said  Ballian  and 
forraine  Ooynee^to  the  Mint^  which  likewise  cannot 
Iwt  turne.  to  the  detriment  of  the  realme:  (as  in 
raaai^alfc  overprices  ^mnst^  of  any  thing  that  is  not 
notiue  i}.  Therefttfie  his  Maiestie^  by  the  adnise 
aforesaid,  hath  thought  good  by  this  present  Pro- 
damatkitt  to  restraiae^  that  the  prices  of  the  said 
Bullion  and  forraine  Coyne,  betweene  subieot  and 
sabtQ9t,  doe  not  eKceede  his  Maiestie's  prices  at  the 
Mint,  as  oil  ithe  othep  side  his  Mviestie  hath  taken 
nocoiJ|i)Be  to  ^orke  upon^his  subiects  by  restraining 
them  t^  a  lesse  price  then  himselfe  giveth,  but 
laav^  it  indiflferent,  and^^'the  election  of  his 
iouing  subiects,  where  to  resorte  upon  equall  benefits 
f^^Wherefore  his  Maiestie  doth  straitly  charge 
and  command,  that  no  person  whatsoever,  widiin 
htt-llf^ies^'&KiogdaMet^  do  give,  by  way  of  pai^ 
ment,  enebangie,  comp^lt^fcion,  or  any  other  meanes 
wbatsoGPier,  directly  pr  indiirectly,  for  any  Bullion 
or  forrayne  Coyne,  .above  the  prices  hereafter  rat^ ; 
and  that  no  person  also  doe  demaund,  take,  or  bar* 
giine^'fof,' above  'th^  Said  prices,  upon  pain  of  for* 
feiture  of  double  the  value  of  the  said  Bullion,  or 
pieces  of  fqrr^ine  Coyne,,  as  well  upon  the  giver  as 
the  teifasr^oaiid  of  ioiprisonnaienty  and  of  such  other 

^  \i  his  Majesty  fiad  fixed  a  fair  value^  how  could  the  Mcr- 
<:hants>  hit.  aflbrd  to  overbuy  him  ? 
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pMAlties,  B8  by  the  lftwe»,  a^  bf  km  MiiiMlie^  {>r0- 
rogrtivt  roynU,  nay  bcf  infliei^  ^pott  theAi. 

''And  it  is  to  be  <indersto<id,  that  whereas  tk9 
said  rates  are  not  precisely/  reduced  to  tkejMenos9e 
of  the  said  pieces  and  EktlKon^  ^etihe snmo tdere 
guided  by  the  valuation  of  the  Merehonts^  wM&k 
are  best  acquainted  with  the  severJiU  rat^s  at  wMeA 
they  drrf  accepted  abroode,  where  asie  s&metimes  pn^ 
vaileth  more  then  any  exceet  computation^;  ^^ 

^  The  prices  of  Gold,  which  the  bringers  In  ^ 
forrdne  Coines  of  Gold,  or  other  Bullion  of  Gold^'to 
the  Mint,  shall  receive  Ht  the  Mint,  which  prices 
no  other  person  shall  exceed  r^ — • 

^*For  an  ounce  of  French  Crownes,  being  l^tij 
cartrot«  fine,  ifi/.  vj^. 

*^  For  euery  ounce  of  Spanish  Pisfolets,  being  xxj 
carrots  i?j  graihe^iid  a  halfle  fine,  lij/.  yj^r  '   ^-' 

'*  For  Duckets  of  Spalne,*  being  xxiij  carrc*^  i 
graine  fine  at  least,  the  ounce  iij/.  viij^.  viijrf/       ^-^ 

*'  For  Milreas,  Cru^ado  long  Crosse,  Crusadb  short 
crosse,  the  ounce  iij/.  vjjf.  ijl/j 

*^  Bbr  Hui^ry  Duckets,  being  xxlij  carrots  i 
graine  fine  at  least,  the  ounce  iij/.  \\s.  '        *  '• 

«  For  the  Checkeene  of  Venice,  'being  x*iy  crt<^ 
rots  i  graine  finfe  at  least,  the  outWe  iijf.  xiJ; '  ^  - 

**  For  Barbary  Gold,  being  xxfij  carrots  di.  gWfine 
fine,  at  the  least,  the  outice  iij/'.  \\s:     ^  '    '  "^ 


'  »  >•    ^     .  *.'M 


.c  Ift  it  poitibl^  that  hU  Afufistf ,  .aisisted  by  ;tjbe  wk^j^^  bU 
Privy  Coun<iil>  and  the  sftgacity  of  a  aun^ber  of  Merchaptf« 
crmld  persuade  himself  that  the  advantage  which  could  be  made 
of  this  usage  in  the  foreign  Mints  was  no^knbWiIi  to  everjr  dealer 
in  BuUioii;  and,  that  any  mtta  nvoukt  brio^  d\m  or  Bullibn  lo 
a  Sfint^  where  he  was  not  permitted  tp  take  advantage  of  such 
knowledge  ? 


■"  -J      .  ^  (^ '  ^         y  ** 
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4^f§nfl^  ibwc^'tt^atdeikieo^iti^'ti^thiit  rate, 
.'-io^i'df  SSlt«^l«»,'  ter^  stxxiij-currtfis  i  gftiine  fittie 

;.i«  Folh«lt  3tt(iif«(5§li/  Ifttugfi^  <a»<^ei'^&e,  tte 

<ifti'ffit«,^«kid<^l«^  4«aMM'"sA^lB9e$  -^a  Oiht  the 
bl^^il>4vmpp\ftWVbai^^'^l9  «fie  more  finVi, 
in  lOVtolldrflitlMtik)  'thl^tdtalF^'«^tek^^ki«l%h6*toid 
ra^  of  xxij  caVl«e»fine;^"'»*^  ^  '  •  '  '  ^    ^ 

»TU»lnd»)ttf#@|irMc^  tMas  tilMded  to  iir  tb^'ProM 
daQia|!lbA^lr#^dMe«)e  fip«iil^  ^  t^tfi  of  the'  H&n^ 

io  every  pound,  according  to  the  Proclamation  of 
the  ^3dvpf^<>X^h?r  W.theT^|,t  jfeaV. .    B^  thf 

c  Leake,  page  ^7*  fk^  statement  is  not  quite  correct,  for 
the  Gold  of  the  old  standard  m^  not  raused^esuictw  ii^  this  pro- 
portion ;  the  Gold  of  twenty-two  caraits  was.' 


prwiiioos^^  ^ipbjt  cMte^^^  .^i^;poiifMA  ^g|)t  of 
thedd  stand&Fd  Gp^ld.was  |o  be  4XHved.  kito  fec^- 
foor  Pounds  by  t»ie ;  vi%  Roie  Ri«U«>  Snw  ItMls, 
and  Angels;  and  a>^Mnd  weight  oC  Gold  «9f  luif^tjr* 
fwo  camtB  -fi^  W4%c§ij|9i  iHQ^fof^jf!  Founds  Ihght- 
een  Shillings  and  four  Pence;  t;t«.."iQtq!  ViHlei 
at  tweot]^rtwo.iSbillingi^^|)<^bl^-jS?tK^  A^i^lOTen 
^hillings,  Britisb^Cro^i^^.at  five  jShHHsgt^ :W<laMX 
Pence,  Thistle  Croyms  ag^ibur  Shil|ing8r.fusd^,^Mtf 
jPence  three  Faitbings;  orU0  ^ninh^Ortmw  3t 
two  Shillings  and  nineJPenc6^a^We9^^    >  y  *  '\y  s  . 

Thi^  escpediewk  %f/lc>wet}figf  ttl9^lMV^!4ildlof  the 
Coijfk%,vfp$  adqipt;ied  ^^utmfy  %o  ti>e  «dviM  of»;8|p  Ro- 
bert  Cotton,  who  recommended  an  attempt. to  Imp^ 
th^ifftporto  ^a9i^o4inciecif|ft^.th§  e9ifK)f ts,  n^ 
the  bringers-in  of  Bullion  to  trade  outward  th^valqe 
thereof  i9  do!m?stie^Vr:^ion)iAodi|iei»;at  ^^  cus- 

tom ;j«Bctbe3bOH  ]>ft:dl!ahk  i^(eiHis:.of;  fiimishingL4^ 
Mint  with  a  continual  supply  of  Bullion.  ^4>fpid 
furtbern  i^hat  xHt  a^oeMfii  of  tt|e  oegle^l  K^fAthese 
things^  the.  want  of  ]BuUio9  ^A9  at  that  tme  m^ 
l;hat  there  was^^not  Moi^iy  )Qpspec«<(  wflicietotilQif^ 
the  Jefiders  their  prineipaliia^liliiil^stiry^iillsjfiki 
for  Money  qpen  wpposiAkm,  #f|d -119^  N«U;^f  bn-i, 

Id  the  Pariiament  which  ifii4lb<»14ffi»At£<^Jib«i^^ 

on  th^  «ad  ^  October  j»  Mhrnyw^^uMfA^il^^ 

pasffed>  intitled^^'^  A^9  4iet.(pa|edoitin9>Tjth«rl^.f9f^$t 
JEj^p$<^of  >aeiM  peaaIl^$lafuMiithf««W  «ieiitiflfiifid<.V 

f  Lcnrndes,  p.  53.  !%•  date'  of  tbU  Indcntpe  n  redted  in 
1^'.  16  J.  I.  p.  13.  Aon.  ^ym4'r,  vol. 'XVfi;  p/ ^SJ  ^  d* 
death  of  Princ«  Henry  in  tl^e  month  ,oC  November,  in  this  T«ir. 

it  app<^'iliat"jg3,006  oPCoiai^(#^ti/'kiii'de'A'W'^\i» 
>«rlf^veWe/  rAn:h«oVogIar^l,'#  p.t^T-^  •"^*^^,  ' 
£  Cottoiii  PoSthuoia.  pase  I97.  -..,-.. 
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Awoogll:  ^eie  wire  4^  Aote  df  PairliameDt  made 
ai^9it4jraiiBpartiiig  of  Gold  and  Silvtr^  and  the  Acts 
aasnt  whimling  {^exchanging]  of  Gold  and  Silyer, 
imd  taking  therefore  above  the  Kings  pryce.  ^ 
.  The  "Vfant  of  Ooins  of  imail  value  had»  at  this 
time,  ^oceasioiied  the  inorease  of  a  practice  which 
greatly  needed  refonm^ion;  >Pirivate  Traders,  find- 
ing tbeoiaehrea  unable  to<  carry  on  their  bunness 
without. smaller  Money  than  the  legal  Coins^  were 
dnven,  by^  neeessity)  to  provide  something  to  snpf^y 
the  deiicienGy  of  the  lawful  currency ;  and  aecoidi- 
ingly  they  ha^^  for  some  years  past,  struck  Farthing 
Tokens,  as  they  were  called,  in  lead  K 

l6l$'.  Both  the  conveniences,  and  also  the  evUs; 
which  resulted  from  this  infringemi^nt  of  the  royal 
prerogative,  were  ftiUy  stated  in  the  Proclamation 
bff  whit^h  these  illegitimate  Coins  were  abolished 
upon  the  19  th  of  May  in  tbe  year  1 6 1 3  H. 

it  commenced  with  an  acknowledgement,  that  in 
times  past  sodie  toleration  had  existed,  in  the  realm  t 

.fc  Parliament,  James  VI.  cap.  9.  Thejatter  of  these  Acts  was 
first  passed  in  the  7th  P^liament  of  James  V.  [March  14 » 
I!>40,]  with  this  title^<'Tfaat  ns  thing  be  taken  for  quhisseirm^ 
WGold." 

Qffejulecs  wsre  '^  to  be  pnnishfsd^a^  £ikisens  of  the  Kiagis  Grace 
Money/* 

The  reason  assigned  for  making  this  Statute,  is  that  **  persons 
havnicl  quhite  Money,  witt  not  change  for  Gold,  btit  takis  there^ 
fore  vitlre.  Pennies,  or  malr,  forquhtSscffijig  the  same.  [Midi 
A6ts,  1540,  cap.  99.} 

i  No  other  mi^ta!  is 'mentioned  in  the  Proclamation. 

'^  This  measure. was  in  ae;itation  «ome  years  beibre  it  actually 
totdc  placb.  '  VsHous  plans  were  proposed,  some  as  early  a^the 
year  1606;  and  ixt  leoo  the  coining  of  small  Money  jdt  Silver 
was  actually  suspended,  preparatory,  I  presume,  to  an  inftended 
Coinage  of  Copper.    [Sir  J.  Caesar^s  t/fSS.]  *  -    * 
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<rf.  TokeBB  <)f  .  L(aBd>  commonly  kaovva  ky  tb»  iiapie 
of  Faxthini^TokeM,  lo  pasii  betw^cttviiitoemy  tap** 
sters^  chciiidkr9»  bakers^  ^foid  otfier  Jike-^fcradasmta 
ami  their  oustQii(ier»l ;  whfiroby  suoh  adMill  p0rtioii% 
and  q^antitieiy  of  thtagt  Tendible)  ••  the  neoet^ity; 
and  ti86^  especially  of-  the  poorer  sprt  of-  pwpl^ 
oftentimes'  required,  might  be  conveniently  boHgh^ 
and.wld,  wiihoitt  enforcement  to  buy  move  wave 
than  would  serve  for  their  u$e  and  ocounons^  Bu^ 
it  pjijectedy  that  the  manner  of  iasuii^  them,  aniji 
thet  use  of  themt.  aa  they  passed  only  between  <cii»t 
tometn,  .did. not  that  gmd  to  the  publick  'Whidii 
might,  by  a  more  general  use,  be  efi^ted.  Thift 
they  were  snbject  to  counterfeiting,  1ms, .and  deceit; 
for  sometimes  they  were  refused  as  doubtful  things 
and  som^ii]ies,.by  the  death. or  removal  of  those 
who  gave  ttieni, .  were  kist  and  idiseredited*  And 
also,  that  it  was  Bome- derogation  to  the  royal  prero* 
gative,  that  suQh  Tokens  should  be  allowed  to  have 
currency,  in  any  degrtfl^"  with,  the  lawful  Money  of 
the  realm.  Therefore  notice  was  given  by  the  Pro- 
clamation, that  his  Majesty,  being  wilting  to  con- 
tinue to  his  subjects  the  good  arising  from*  the  yse 
of  such  small  Monies,  under  such  directions  and 
4»utions  as  miglrt  restrain  the  abuse  €i  them,  bad 

1  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  who  la  the  9xh  of  James  recpnmvea^ed 
a  Coinage  of  saiall  Monies,  states,  that  there  lyere  thea  m  J^or 
4on.  above  thxfti  thovsaod  th^t  one  with  another  ca$t  yearly 
£ye  Pounds  apiece  in  leaden  tokens,  whereof  the  tenth  remained 
not  onto  them  at  the  jear*s  end,  whew  th^  renewed  their  .store, 
which  amounted  to  above  j^I5«000.  The  r^  of  the  realm  he 
reckpne4  not  to  be  inferior  to  t)^  cjity  ia,jprpp9rtiQKi.  [The 
manner  and  means  how  the  Kiog^.  of  j^qgbtnd  ,))aye  frpm  time 
to  time  wipported  and  repaired  ^eir  estate^^  Cottoni  Posthi^ 
ma,  p.  199.]       ,  .    ,  .     * 
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gkmi  IMMW  ia#imho»ity^  fay  hiteto  piAeat,  to  Johti 
(gy,^t^j^  Imd  HftFffi^gftoii^v  Bknm  irf  Eieter,  aad  his  exe^ 
CQlors,  administrators,  deputies,  and  assigns,  to 
iMlie  sadi  a  oompetMt  i|«Mintfty  of'  Fsr^ng  Tokens 
^iiofpBr,  as  mights  lia^oaveiiictitty  issued  aaioagst 
hiasobjetta,  wMiin  tbe  iicalni  of  Baglaad  and  Ive* 
had^  aad  Ike  doainioift-  of  Wales,  dariag  the  teria 
aieiktiOBedt  iH'  the  said  laicera  patent  ^.  Tfagat  it  was 
4aot  htaMafesijAs  iatentioo  <^erebgr  to  make  iSiem  M o- 
«Ms^  HOP  to'ftRroe  hit  aobjacis  tofeceive  them  ia  pay* 
aacflUs  %  othervHsa  thssr  uriAr  thei»  oarn  good  liking, 
bat  oal^to  p^m  tbaai  ttsinsir  aa4  means  to  ase 

n  Brans  the  aai^ae  4if  the  p>toi$ee«. these  tokens  were  called, 
Harrington's:  thus  in  Drunken  &rnaby's  Journal,  part  III.  p.  8^. 
^'Veni  HABRiKaTONy  honiiin  omen! 
"Wse  saHMfB  ifiair  norticii> 
Haaaiaegoac  dadi  iiasiava< 
]^  ftitaa»  im^  siiiamiip^^ 

^v^  {ndigei^  po6tuhuiti| 

BenedictioneBi  daoti. 

XbaifilK  to  KsfTis|(t9n  ^  it  ^iir^      ,. 
For  naiB^-sake  I  j^ve  a  token 
Tq  a  beggar  that  did  crave  it« 
'     ^      And  as  clveerfulfy  nceive it  3  ** 

^lHie,  to  naed^aol  nM^  hapnminc^ 

n  ^l)»^.ji9iie]U  aas  dat^  upon  the  lOth  of  April,  1613,  for  the 
term  of  three  yean 5  and  Lord  Harrington  ''covenanted  to 
acc(mipt  quarterly,  and  to  pay  into  the  receipt  whatsoever  th6 
VBnefit  shiraU  amount  unto  within  the  saki  three  years  abov^ 
^^0,000,  all  chai^ges  deducted,  and  a  recognizance  of  4g>30,000 
\rps  eatond  into  by  hlni^  to  perfonne  the  clause  ot  aocompt.** 
{[Sir  J.  Caesar's  Pkpers,  folio  88.] 

o  Sir  Robert  Cotton  had  proposed,  that  none  should  be  en« 
forced  to  take  any  but  in  suma  under  twenty  Shillings,  and  then 
but  the  twentieth  part  proportionably.  [Cottoni  PosthOma, 
p.  199.] 


any  ftej  dwrge^^ot  £0Mtl)mtfl^«9|^)«lfilll^fi^^ 

llie  Rvodawfttioiv  ifiurdifrdwbqr«dr' tli9»>tb 
Faithinl  OPblMitis^  rffca^A  ii»r)iMiteiyMic%  «^.  Attfe 

baring  <»n  4JM«be«idellviD  soqitfOH^icwIlitlgfUilikr 
one  dilkkiti,  ahdtoiiilhB'OlhfetMwleiai  hftr|iM0imi4 
wUt  tte  Kiiigtii  t)t^)  ^«M»miatiOitt  «4«M9|it4%MiMit 
BEiTjuHKUE*  n'umevm  ni3i«itaiitfj^iidl^)idi«itj^% 
privy  mark  to  W  aat  iiplii^<ihMii«  ftftmbteg  t^lWMr 
whereby  tQ:4MxtinfatifMmliti9mh  th^iajii|^btP  ^' 
altered  according  to  occasion,  for  preventing  the 
falsifying  ariit  counterfeTting  of  tfie  \am€t'~  Siich 
Farthing  Toke^si  to^  pai^  i^r  .the  yalue  iff , Farthings 
within  the  Ring^s  reatea  mid  4MHini0i9,  with  the 
liking  and  consent  of  Ma  lWiiip^mhjgati4 

And  therefore  it  W^  tdhfftliiM^^^^ 
tnation,  that,  after  the  Fea*st  of  the  Nativity  of  St 
John  Baptist,  next  followiz^  the  date  thereof,  no 
person  should '  use;  d^Kveff^^  •  dr  deceive  any  such 
Leaden  Tokens  as  were  Torniefly  tolerateiiJ,  nor  make 
or  counterfeit  such  Fart^ii^  To|^eni9i  qF  ^Copper,  or 
the  engines  ""■"  'p^^niTirTrT^T  Iry  whif  h  liimy  should  be 
made,  nor  utter' any other^rt(iiii||pT«iens  whatso* 
ever,  upon  such  pains,  penalties,  tiiid*  ifh})HBOQ- 
qients^  as  inight  be .  inflicted  oy  the  Statutes  of  the 
reaim  of  England^  nd;  by  ^  Kiog>  uri^qg^itiw 

th  order  fcfr  the  bettef  diatiibtfffhg  atid  dtepersing 
these  FarthiAg  Tokens,  the  Lord  llarrin^n  was 
bound  to  deliver  at  the  rate  of  piie  and  twenty 

p  A  specimen  of  this  Coinagt  is  given  in  Sapptement^  Part  II. 
VOL.  Ilf.       .  K 
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Shillings'in  Farthing  Tokent,  f<Mr€very  twenty. Shil-' 
ling«.  in  sterling  Money ;  and  aleo  for  the  space  of 
one  year^  until  the  said  Tokens  should  ha¥e  grown 
into  more  general  use^  and  were  well  dispersed^  to 
deliver  to  any  person  who  should  find  himself  sur* 
chaVged  with  more  of  them  than^  he  could  conye*- 
niently  utt6i^  £or  his  use  and  occasions^  the  sum  of 
twenty  Shillings  in  sterling  Money,  for  every  sum  of 
one  and  twenty  Shillings  in  Farthing  Tokens,  and 
after  that  rate  for  lesser  sums,  where  any  tradesman 
should  require  the  same«  All  Magistrates,  &c.  were 
commanded  to  assist  Lord  Harrington  in  circulating 
them«. 

These  Tokens  were  xsiiisulated  at  first  with  great 
difficulty ;  and  in  several  Counties,  as  Derbyshire, 
StafK>rdshire,  Flintshire,  smdi  Denbighshire,  they 
absoliitely  refused  to  ts^e  them,  although  they  were 
countenanced  by  the  Magistrates  (astbe-Proolama- 
tion  required)  and  by  dispersed  printed  bills. ,  Even 
in  those  Counties  where  they  did  then  take  them,  it 
was  but  iif  small  quantities ;  so  that  in  six  months 
time  they  had  hardly  uttered  ^600.  The  rechange 
likewise  at  first  was  very  h^avy ;  and  a  report  being 
spread  that  they  were  to^  be  altered^  and  that  the  old 
ones  would  not  be  taken,  it  increased  to  forty  and 
fifty  Pounds  a  week  '. 

q  Proclamation  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 
By  the  terms  of  the  patent  Lord  HaTriYtgton*  was  to  take  one 
half'  of  the  profits ;  bat  the  King  bang  informed^  whilst  the 
patent  was  under  the  jnivy  seal,  that  the  giant  was.  worth 
4^^,000,  alkywed  to  him  ^5;000  as  it  should  be  raised  by 
issuing  the  Tokens,  and  the  surplus,  if  any,  was  to  come  to 
the  King.     [SneUingV  Copper  Coinage,  p.  6.] 

r^BnetHng^s  Copper  Coinage,  page  8.  Gerrard  Malynes  was 
the  in^entov' of  >the  FarthteigTdfieivi5*^lind  he  says  that  Envj, 
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^^^  Spmifeh  Coins  (which  had  hitheKo  been  per- 
tnitted  to  circulate  in  the  realm)  were  now  so  gene« 
rally  clipped  and  impaired,  that  the  los^  to  the  re« 
ceiver  vtm  most  Commonly  no  less  than  a  full  third 
part,  and,  by^  reason  of  the  greaft  gain  to  he  made^ 
vast  quantities  of  those' light  Coins  were  impcHtel, 
and,  being  mixed  with  his  Majesty's  Money,  were 
passed  away  at  the  very  full  v^lue  which  they  wcve 
made  to  bear  provided  they  were  not  defSective.  Such 
light  Spanish  Monies  were  therefore  forbiddefa,  by 
Proclamation,  to  be  rece/ived  or  paid,  on  pain  df  fine 
or  imprisonment,  to  be  adjudged  by  the  Conrt  of 
Star  Chamber,  or  any  other  Court  of  Law.  And  it 
was  commanded  that  such  defective  Spanish  Coins 
should  be^  with  all  convenient  expedition,  brought 
into  the  Mint  in  the  Tower,  to  be  coined  into  cur* 
rent  Money,  where  ttas' owners  should  receive  pre* 
sent  payment  for  Che  same,'  according  to  tfieir  true 
weight  and  value  rn  Bullion^ 

on  Uiat  account;  accused  him /Uhat -thers  wss  aa  intention  (0 
brings  in  the  use  of  Copper  Moneys  within  the  reahne^  which 
Tokens  are  found  to  bee  very  commodious  and  necessary, 
wliereby  the  waste  of  much  Silver  U  prevented,  the  meere  poOr^ 
reAeeved,  and  laany  of  their  lives  saiv^,  and  the  Coikitnon'^eaHll 
cannot  be  with^iit  them,  unless^  Jjeaieu  Tokens  were  made 
againe  in  derogation  of  his  Majesties  Prerogative  RoifalW*  [Thf 
Maintenance  of  Free  Trade.    London,  6vo,  1622,  p.  46.] 

«  Prodammtion,  dated  May  20,  161S>  in  the  Library  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquaries. 

In  Sir  FouUc  GreviUe*f  [Loid  Brook}  ''Five  years  of  King 
James,"  it  is  spdd,  '*  that  it  was  rumoured  abroad  that  the  Spa- 
luardhad  dmwn  oat  a  navy  of  an  hundfcd  saU,  whether  ttteacM 
against  Soglami  or  dsewheie  was  not  known.  Howsotver^iipqib 
this  there  foUowed  a  Proclamation^  agaiast  fipaaish  Monoy,i  thai, 
tjb^eiiijldicia^  should  not. be  ennrent  tn  Snghad,  which  caused 
mauf  tQ^osp^t  woneAhan  the  worsts  aati  some  aakloM  thing, 

.     K    S 
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l6l4'  In  this  year  some  doubts  having  arifteo, 
whether  upon  the  death  of  Lord  Harrington  the 
elder,. and  jof  his,  son,  the  Proclamation  respecting 
the  Farthing  Tokens  still  ^continued  in  force,  so  that 
some  persons  either  refused  to  use  them,  or  conti- 
nued to  utter  their  own  Tokens  of  Brass,  Copper, 
and  other  Metal,  or  matter ;  therefore  a  Proclamai- 
tion,  on'  the  21st  of  Jun/e,  declared  that  it  still  re- 
mained valid,  and  that  it  was  confirmed  to  Lady 
Ann  Harrington  (the  widow  of  the  late  patentee,  and 
executrix  of  the  will  of  John  Lord  Harrington  her 
son)  and  to  her  assigns. 

And  the  Proclamation  ordered  that  no  alteration 
should  be  made  in  the  stamp  then  used  ^  . 

At  this  time  the  King  seemed  well  inclined  to 
erect  a  Mint  in  Ireland,  for  the  coining  of  Money 
inthati^alm;  the  want  of  which,  his  Majesty  wsts 
informed^  was  an  hinderance  to  commerce  and 
tr^de  amongst  his  subjects  there.  The  business 
proceeded  so  far  as  to  the  issuing  a  warrant  to  the 
Wardens  of  the  Mint,  to  consider  the  articles  which 
had  been  proposed  to  his  Majesty,  and  to  confer 
witjj.  tl^e  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland.  The  effect  of 
the  articles  was  to  place  the  Mint  in  the  bands 
of  Undertakers;  bufe  this  w-as  objected  to  by  the 
Wardens,  who  recommended  to  bis  Majesty  to  keep 
it  in  his  own  power**.  This  I  jpresume  occasioned 
the  failure  of  the  scheme. 

1614-15.    On  thjB  23d  of  March  following  a  Pro- 
■    «  ,  •  ■•  •      ' 

aiyi  some  another.  {Harleian  Mificellany^  vol.  VII,  p.  41  Ij  The 
Froclamation,.  above,  ia  |)robably  that  which  occasioned  the: 
alarm  here  mentioned. ., .         , 

t  Procjainatipn  in  the  library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquasiea. 

u  Sir  J.  Cisar's  MSS.  foKos  276/278, 380.  ./,  ^ 
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clamatron  was  issued  to  enforce  the  Statutes  against 
the  exportation  of  Gold  and  Silver,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  advantage  which  was  taken  by  foreign  Mints 
of  the  exactness  of  his  Majesty^s  justice,  and  the 
tenderness  of  his  honour,  in  keeping  the  standard  of 
his  Coins  more  invariable  than  it  was  in  any  other 
place  or  state  of  Europe. 

The  exportation  of  his  Majesty's  Coins,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  profit  which  was  afforded  by  this  ad- 
herence to  the  standard,  was  so  great,  that  it  was 
notorious,  that  they  passed  as  usually  and  fi^niiliarly 
beyond  the  seas,  as  if  they  were  the  current  and  pro- 
per Money  of  those  parts  ». 

1615.  It  was  still  found  to  be  extremely  difficult 
entirely  to  check  the  circulation  of  the  old  Farthing 
Tokens,  and  it  became  necessary  to  forbid  it  by 
Proclamation,  and  also  to  order  that  no  one  should 
mark,  deface,  bore,  or  clip  any  of  his  Majesty^s 
Tokens,  and  that  the  currency  of  such  as  had  already 
been  defaced,  should  be  stopped.  The  counterfeiting 
of  them,  or  of  the  engines  by  which  they  were  made, 
was  also  prohibited  y. 

I6l6rlj.    The  undue  practices  against  the  Pro- 

%  Proclamation  in  t\ie  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries, 
Ijfi  the  course  of  Ms  month  the  King  was  at  Cambridge^  and  in 
an  account  of  his  entertainment  there.  It  is  said,  that  ''  Paul 
Tomson,  the  Gold-clipper,  hath  hb  pardon ;  and  not  only  so^ 
but  is  absolved  a  peniL  &  culpft  j  whereby  he  keeps  his  livings, 
said  never  came  to  trial ;  and  I  heard  he  had  the  &ce  to  appear 
la  the  tpwn  whilst  the  King  was  there.  There  are  some  lines 
of  his  in  the  Harleian  Collection,  intitled,  '  llie  Soldiers  Coun- 
terbuff  to  the  Cambridge  Interludians  of  Ignoramus"  tNichoIs*8 
Progresses  of  Elizabeth,  &c.  vol.  III.  p.  124.]  ' 

y'l^odamation,  dated  Oct.  26,  1615,  In  ihe  Antiquary  So- 
det/s  Library.  -  ^^  <  :.   .      v    - 
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clamations  for  establishing  the  currency  of  Farthing 
Tokens,  it  appears,  were  still  continued,  for  in  a 
Proclamation  dated  oa  the  17th  of  Mareh,  it  is 
stated,  that  divers  chandlers^  &c.  had,  since  the 
publishing  of  the  last  ordinance,  not  only  made^ 
used,  and  uttered  their  unlawful  Tokens,  but  had 
also  pretended  to  be  overcharged  with  his  Majesty's 
Farthing  Tokens,  for  want  of  a  due  rechange  of 
theni  ihto  sterling  Money  (which,  by  the  first  Pro- 
clamation for  their  currency,  was.  limited  to  one 
year  only),  and  also  alledged,  that  the  issuing  of 
them,  from' the  makers,  at  the  rate  of  twenty-one 
Shillings  in  Tokens  for  twenty  Shillings  sterling, 
did  breed  an  inconvenience,  and  a  further  surcharge 
to  them  (to  whose  hands  the  greater  part  was 
brought)  because  many  for  the  gain  of  twelve  Pence 
in  twenty  Shillings,  would  take  the  Tokena  in  great 
sums,  and  so  with  the  san^e,  and  some  Money,  pay 
handicraftsmen  for  their  labour  at  the  week's  end. 

To  prevent  such  practices,  it  was  commanded 
that  the  former  Proclamations  should  be  observed, 
and  that  in  future  only  twenty  Shillings  in  Tokens 
shlpald  be  given  for  twenty  Shillings  sterling ;  a^d 
that  there  should  be  established  a  continual  re- 
charge of  them  within  the  City  of  London,  where 
.t\\  persons  might' receive  Money  for  their  Tokens,  at 
the  rate  of  twenty  Shillings  sterling  for  twenty-one 
Shillings  in  Tokens. 

The  prohibition  of  all  other  Tokens  but  those  of 
his  Majesty's  Mint,  and  of  the  counterfeiting,  &c. 
them,  was  also  renewed  '. 

1617,     By  the  death  of  Sir  Richard  Martin^  Mas- 

*  Proclainatioa  m  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Anti^|^ji%Q<^ 


ter  of  tba  Mimt,  which  happened  in  the  coorsi^  of 
this  year,  a  stop  was  put  to  the  working  of  the 
Mint,  and  those  who  brought  Bullion  cou}d,QQ|t 
have  it  made  into  Money.  It  was  therefore  com- 
manded, by  a  Writ  directed  to.  Tl}onias  Lord  Kny* 
yet,  an^d  Edmnqd  Doubleday,  C^q.  Wardens,  ^lich 
bore  date  upon  the  23d  of  August,  that  such  Coins 
as  had  been  made  by  Sii;  Richard  Martin,  and  lit* 
chard  Martin  his.son^  iq  virtue  of  ai^  Indenture  o£ 
the  18th  of  May  1613^  should  still  continue  to  be 
«ade\ 

1617-18.  Oil  the  32id  of  JMarch  a-  Proclamation 
was  issued,  in.  which  it  was  stated  that  in  order  to 
pri^vent  abuses  by  the  counterfeiting  of  .Gold  and 
Silver  Thr^dy  and. for  the, preservation  of  Bullion, 
the  l^ing  h^d  c^qs^d  the  whole  work  to  be  taken 
)&to  his  possession,  rather  than  to  leave  it  to  the 
dispose  and  power  of  private  ];nen«  As  this  his  care 
and  good  intention  had  h^en  interrupt^  of.  late  by 
the  importation  of  Gold  and  Silvi^r  Thread,  anc|  by 
Hiding  the  same  privately  ai^d  ip  {Corners^  con^^fary 
tp  the  patent  of  privilege  heretofore  granted ;  tt^e* 
fore  the  imporltat^Mtfi'-of  it  was.  fprbidden,^  axyjl,aJbo 
the  making  it,  except  hy  those  licensed,  on  pain  pf 
forfeiture*  The  Procl^npation  al^o  recit^(jl,  anc^.^OQ-^ 
forced,  the  Statute  o(  thf^  4th  of  Henry  VI L.  rel^ti^g 
to  refiners, '  and  forbade  the  making  a;)y  engine,  &9. 
for  drawing,  &c.  of  Gold  and  Silver  .Thread.  And 
it  was  further  commanded^ .  that  no  one  should  jbuy 
or  sell  any,  but  such  as  was  sealed  i^rith  the  ,3^1  ap- 
pointed for  that  use^. 

A  Pat  15  J.  I.  p.  IS.  don.    Kymer,  Vol.  XVII.  p.  19. 
^  Prockmation  in  tbe  collection   belonging  to  the  Privy 
Coimcil. 
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^  4ft  1:be  tenth  year  of  the  Ring's  reign  be,  by'  a 

Ph>e}aHiMioti  dated  upon  the  fourteenth  of  May,  set 

iW^IMTicfe^of  for^gh  Gold  and  Stiver,  in  their  several 

species,  for  the  better  staying  of  treasure  within  the 

rei(l6i,  knd  alto  for  the  procuring  and  inviting  of  the 

'daifte  tO*be  brought  as  well  into  his  Kingdom  as  into 

%ifif'  Mint.     Bat  that  Proclamation  not  having  been 

^ft>  fluly  obeyed  altid  observed  as  it  ought,  his  Majesty 

^9M;  by  a  Pr6cIitmation  which  was  issued  upon  the 

feiifdiof  Februatyin  his  sixteenth  year,  1618-19, 

'e6niin^aiid  that  it  should,  for  the  time  to  come,  be 

iff di'e^ 'straightlyptrt  into  execution.     He,  however, 

declared,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  thereby  to 

"revoke',  or  disbhj^rge,  any  liberty  which  the  East 

Itidia  Company  »(being  a  Company  which  so  well 

deSi^ed  to  be  upli^  and  encouraged)   had,  or 

Ou^ht^  to  havisj,  by  the  lawful  use  and  practice  of 

^^heir  Charter;    -^Atid  because  the  drawing  of  Monies 

'into  ^tKe  Gc4dsinitbs*  hands  by  turning  Silver  into 

'  GfcSd;  Apbrt^pwJfit  of  exchange,'  made  it  more  ready 

-^6  feS  e*gra«i^d  by  the  Merchant  for  transportation 

to'RlintS'kbVtiiifd^  and  that  sqch  profit,  to  be  taki^n 

'  \lip6ti  cH'^hgfe  of  IllonTes,   had  been  prohibited  by 

^•Mw;  thtife'fdfe  his  Majesty  did  forbid  such  profit  to 

^'tte^^niMabo^  tti^^tes  at  which  such  Monies  had 

'  H^ki^cfecfertd'td  be  aJrrent,  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of 

*"tKe^i»fe7^&n»^«f 'Sftch  further  punishment,  as  by 

^^tl^^kvJ^^^pV*  1^3^ -tlfift  prerogative  royal,  might  be 

-  'It  Wa^fc'oithlhtfrided;  that  no  Goldsmitbi  nor 
'  otfiW  perstiti;  shoGId  ihelt  any  Coins  of  his  Ma- 

jesty*s  r^^ynuQiviciix^fiit  within  the  same,  but  .should 

^'  ifilL^  f^Me^firid  }>tttte,^o{  foreign  Bttllion-or  Coin^ 

'^iJr^f  Sf^i^lbttrnt  oui  btl^e^  or  the  like,  upon  pain 
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of  forfeiture  of  double^ the' viAue.  of  the  saiclC^ms^ 
and  such  other  punishment  as  aforesaid,  .tlie  better 
to  keep  the  Gold  and  Silverpf  i\m  Kingdomin  Moi- 
ney  and  Coin. 

And  to  diminish  the  waste  of  Gold  aod  Sllv^ 
Foliate,  it  was  ordered^  that^  ^fter  si;i  inoiitbffi  It 
should  not  be  employed  in  any  buikiittg,  &c  fcc*  or 
any  ornaments  whatsoever,  except  for  anQpvnr  «or 
weapons,  or  in  arms  or  ensigns  of  honofir^  at  fiusv^ 
rals,  or  monuments  of  the  ^ead,.  on  pain  of  £»7&ri* 
tare  of  the  same  materials  or  works,  and  furttN^rfpu* 
nishment  as  contemners  of  his  Majesty's  ro)£al,«^B^* 
diandment^   •  r  -    •     r*-.-:. 

About  this  time  ^^  the  scarcity  of  Silver  waa*  t)i€ 
mibjeet  cf  mvcb  consideration  and  inquiry.  \  Pm^* 
mations  (as  above)  were  iswed  against  the  e;)cpocta- 
tion  of  it,  and  several  schemes  were  proposed  lor  the 
drawing  it  into  the  Mint.  It. was  pai:tifiilar}y>  ad- 
vised, that  the  weight  of  the  MoneyishQuld.be 
lessened,  and  this  proceeded  so  &r^  that  4ir^i(>jps 
were  actually  given  to  the  Attorney^General^  q9  jtliie 
21st  of  February,  to  prepare  new  lij^en/tur^s  .fgr  the 
Mint,  whereby  the  pound  weight  txay,  f^i.^Uif^d 
Silver  should  be  coined  ifktn,  6fi.  Sl^lliqgf.  ^^|l|ut 
these  directions  were  soon  after  ri^calledf.  aip^4  )the 
designed  alteration  of  the  Silver  Coins  .wa9for4^d 
to  be  suspended  for  twelve  £QonthS|  uppa  a  r^p^rt 
made  to  the  Council,  on  the  25th  of  April^  ^^9* 
by  several  eminent  Merchants,  whose  adyicQ^lj^ 
been  desired  in  a  consultation  with  the  Ministers  on 
that  occasion^.     This  intended  alteration  does  not 
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^  Proclamation  in  the  Antiquaff  Soci6ty*§  Lttoary. 

<i  Polkes,  pag^  70.    I  bellfi?e  that  ;this  stateoMait  b^r  F0Q^«#  U 

oot  oosxect.    It  appean>  from  the  Privy  Couocii  Rogbt^^^  that 
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appeair  «ftef  this  to  have^  been  thought  of  any  more ; 
and  indeed  Silver  about  the  same  time  began  to 
QOfD^  again  into  the  Mint  in  greater  plenty  than  it 
had  done  for  some  years  before."^ 
-  On  the  3l8t  of  July  a  Proclamation  was  issued 
ibr  .refiMrming  sundry  iBConvemences  touching  the 
OoMis  q{  the*  realm.  It  commenced  with  stating, 
fefaat>  notmsithstanding  his  Miyesty's  care^  greater 
qpaAntitms  of  light  Gold,  than  in  any  former  age  had 
been  knoimif  w^e  daily  and  continually  uttered, 
wd.  AobiPnly  so,  \mt  the  weightiest  of  the  Cotnd, 
IMtig  ciiiUed  QUt^nd  sorted,  were  transported  into 
forei^  ^parts,  to  the  impoverishing  of  the  realin. 
'EbesTdfove  his^  Majesty  iiad  resolved  to  make  trial,  if 
by,  proposal  of .  benefit  to  such  persons  as  should  far^ 
thor  hii»)iatentiony<  though  with  bis  own  apparent 

the  question  of  raising  the  value  of  the  Money  was  considered 
oh  the  30fh  of  March,  1619^,  and,  as  the  King  was  then  absent 
m  Scotland;'  the  final  result  tvas  postponed  until  his  return.  In 
tteaiftaia  tixDfg,;' however,*  they  dejckre,  **th«t  they  do  aot  see 
a^  n^ftiE^itf  to  .raise  i}\e  Cot&.of  ai)jr  kind ;  (Hit  rather  that  this 
would  draw  with  it  much  inconvenience — and  because  the  noise 
thereof  through  the  City  of  London  hath  already  done  hurt  to 
the  tvhofe  nation,  and  interrupted  the  general  course  of  trade, 
iMnkk  ^^ery  nece^ryUhsh  ^aie*  signification  be  made  of  the 
^«ipft  Soi»n)^i  tfaal  t|h^  Kiug  luia  ao  piarpose  to  nose  the  Coifi8> 
a|t  tjbb  ttfne,  bji|t  t:o  continue  .the  samcj  as  now  they  be,  which 
would  give  great  satisfaction  to  the  subjects.**  [Minutes  com* 
ihunTcated  by  6. 'Chalmers,  Esq.]  The  tleport,  mentioned  by 
Bilges,  is  not  ih  the*Re^f^r,  nor  any  further  proceedings,  so 
faras  tlief  ha^  lieeb  ^uunineci  that  is,  to  Feb.  16BO, 
.  rt  Fo}k$i^g^70.  '^  It  do^  oot  ap|»ear  what  was  the  occasion  of 
this,  change,  but  the  fact  was^tjiis :  that  in  the  four  years  from 
April  i,  1617>  to  the  4th  o(  February,  1620,  there  was  only 
coined  at  the  tWer  in  Silver  Money  the  sum  of  ^1070.  IBs.  4J. 
and  that  fui&eiou^ifoeowiiig  years,  to  the  3 1st  of  Maroh,  1695> 
4lN:e  jftH^c^iai  thaiwn  of  iC^^95>5gQt  166.  U."  [Polbes'fl  aatc*] . 


\9mi»mi^t  adrance  the  plenty  ^.abiiaid«M6'fC 
^in  within  his  tealoi.  * 

la  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  he  had  ordered- 
the  profit  of  his  Coinage  to  be  reduced^  for  oM 
year,  from  26  Shillings  and  four  Pence  for  every 
pound .  iveight  of  Ciold,  together  with  some  profit 
from  shearing  at  the  Mint^  to  fifteen  Sbillittgs  oniky^ 
including  also  the  gain  by  shearing,  and  Ukewida 
had  commanded  that  the  Officers  of  hia  Miqfc 
should^  from  henceforth^  aCcordiftg  to  the'anticBl 
law  and  custom  of  the  realm  (ratified  by  aUCbofttf 
of  Parliament  .in  the  25  th  year  of  King  EdiMrd  Ili: 
and  in  the  9th  of  King  Henry  V.)  recetTe  Gold  and 
Silver  into  the  Minthy  weighty  and  ahouM  deHfer 
the  Monies  thereof^  when  they,  should  bemade^  by 
weight,  or  by  number^  atthe  election  of  him  wiib 
should  receive  the  same,  without  delay  or  difficulty« 

And  whereas  the  advancing  of  the  (^old  Coins,  at 
the  rate  of  two  Shillings  in  twenty^  had  been  Kpund 
inconvenient,  on  account  of  their  unaptncss  Ibrftalej^ 
occasioning  fractions  and  perplexities  in  rtdkoningft-, 
and  by  the  inequality  of  the  sum  causing  persons  in 
some  disbursements  of  Gpld,  .^o  deliver  O[io]re  Uti^ffK 
otherwise  they  would  if  the  Coin  bad  been  of  ah 
even  proportion  ;  therefore  his  Majesty  had  thought 
it  meet  to  forbear  the  stamping  any  mbre  of  those 
unequal  Coins,  and  to  reduce  the  Monies  hereafter 
to  be  made  to  the  antient  value  pf  Cciin  in  use  ber 
fore  the  said  advancement;  those  Coiaa,  homeWf 
which  were  already  in  circulation,  to  contiime  of  the 
same  value  as  they  had  been,  and  to  be  current  with 
the  following  Coins  n?w|y  tc[,.b^  njjgL^e^,  t;i;a;,.  one 
piece  of  fine  Angd  Gold  of  the  value  of  tdairtyShUtr 
lings  sterling,  stamped  oa  the<Qnei^iide'wiftii  bill 
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Majfeartiy^  picture  crowned,  and  in  parliament  rob^s, 
s(if tFftgla  a  chair,  and  at  Ihe  feet  a  portcullis,  with 

tfe^   ^tyle   JACOftUS  T>:  G.  mag.  BRIT.  FRAN.   ET   HIB. 

*EX ;  and  on  the  other  side,  his  arms,  with  a  cross 
flory,  and  the  number  of  xxx.  A  circle  about  the 
escutchton  of  arms,  charged  with  flower  de  luces, 
lions,  and  roses,  with  this  inscription  in  an  outer 
circte;  a  d^nq  factum  est  istud,  et  est  mirab.  in 

OCULIS  k'ris^. 

'  Ahothfer  piece  of  fine  Angel  Gold,  of  the  value  of 
flftfeett  Shillings,  stamped  on  the  one  side  with  a  Hon 
drowned,  holding  a  sceptre  in  the  one  paw,  and  an 
etKHiteheon  of  the  royal  arms  in  the  other,  marked 
with  the  number  XV.  with  the  stile  aforementioned, 
ailtd  on  the  other  side  with  a  spur  rovvell,  and  in  the 
midst  thereof  a  rose,  and  without  the  points  of  the 
rowell,  flower  de  luces,  lions,  and  crowns,  with  the 
forementioned  inscription  about,  a  d'no,  &c.  ^ 

Oiie  other  piece  of  fine  Angel  Gold,  of  the  value 
often  Shillings,  stamped  on  the  one  side  with  the 
pficture  of  an  atjgel  striking  a  serpent,  with  the 
number  of  x,  and  on  the  other  side  with. a  ship  with 
one  skil  displayed  and  the  royal  arms  thereon,  with 
the  aforesaid  inscriptions  on  either  sides  *". 

One  other  piece  of  Crown  Gold,  of  the  value  of 
twehty  Shillings,  stamped  on  the  one  side  with  his 
Majesty's  picture  crowned  with  a  laurel,  with  the 
number  of  xx,  and  the  stile  aforementioned  ;  and  on 
the  other  side  the  royal  arms  crowned,  with  this  in- 
scription about,  FACIAM  EOS  IN  GENTEM  UNAM  ^ 

One  other  piece  of  Crown  Gold,   with  the  like 

f  See  Gold  Coxos,  Plate  XII.  No  5.  The  Ic^iid  is  abbreviated 
tipOD  the  Coins  still  more  than  |t  is  above^  •  . .  ^  /^  - 

g  SeeGold  Coins,  Plate  XIL  No  6,    '        ^^i  Ibid'  No  7. 
i  See  Gold  Coins,  Plate  XL  Nos  9  and  10. 
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inapression  and  inscription  on  the  one  ^de^  hvA  wilh 
tt)e  number  of  x,  and  on  the  other  side  the  royal  arms 
as  before,  with  this  inscription,  hjinricus  rosaSji 
REGNA  JACOBUS  K  And  ^  five  Shillings  piece  of  the 
t^me  fineness,  type,  and  inscription  K  , . 

And  because  tbe  abuse  of  impairing  th^  Gold 
Coins  had  grown  more  frequent  than  before,, by  rean 
son  that  the  delivering  and  receiving  the  sami^  hy 
weight  (a  matter  agreeable  both  to  antienjt  and  i^o^ 
dern  Laws  and  Proclamations)  had  been.qf  late  gl^tly 
neglected^  .  whereby  offenders  h^d  .more  opporjtfir* 
nity  and  encourageffieqt  taclip,  washy  aqd  ^iminiph 
the  same  Coins;  his  Majesty  therefore  had  tbaqgl}!, 
it  good  to  quicken  the. said  Laws,  and  fprmer-  Vtih: 
clamations ;  and  therefore,  (according  to  the  pi^eo^ 
dent  of  a  Prpclamation  mad^  in  the  nine  and  twienn 
tieth  year  of  the  late  Queen  Elizabeth,  which  cpntl*. 
nued  in  force  until  her  decease,  and  also  of  thejik^ 
Proclamation  ,sin9e  pjublished  by  his  Majesty^  ^n 
the  ninth  year  of  his  reign)  h\s  Mjye^ty  declai^^^ 
that,  after  the  first  day  o^  September  followipg  t^jne 
date  of  the  Proclamation^  it  should  be  fre^aqd  law- 
ful fpr  all  his  subjects  to  refuse  in  ^ny  payrpents,  all 
pieces  of  Gold^  heretofore  coined,,  which  ishouJd  Ijft 
lighter  than  according,  to  the  rei;nedie§  ^ud  ^\^\er 
ments  prescrihed  by  the  afpresai.^  Proql^matipn^^Oi^^j^ 
in  the  ninth  year  of  his  reign,  viz. 


•»  •  t 
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22s.        I  The  remedy  j  3 
\^s.  6d.  V  and  abate-  j  2|' ' 


2S^9f^*     J  jr     11/     ,  ..'-Uii^*  »'{■•> 


kSei{G<fld^3oiris,  Plate XI.  I4brt:    -  ^  ''^i'm:WMr'' 

.*.    ■/    LmiI  <•  '   ■  •:   }l/. '.tri'U  ^a.MOJ  hinO 'sar.  > 
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'Avid  tll^oliier  pieces  of  Gold  which  should  here^ 
after  he  coined^  which  should  be  lighter  than  ac- 
cording to  the  following  remedies  or  abatements :   ' 

S  grains^ 


'"'^^'^rS^-l  The  remedy 

'^fr^P'iT J^^**  I    and  abate, 
of  Gold  <  15*.  >  **"^**"'*^^ 

X    I  ,^     fment  not  to 
current       10^.  |       ^^^^ 

for       L  5*.  J 


2 

iX 


1 

li    . 
And  that  all  his  subjects  might  have  good  and 

just  weights,  for  the  weighing  of  such  Coins,  notice 
was  given  in  the  Proclamation,  that  his  Majesty 
had  commanded  the  Master  of  his  Mint  within  the 
Tower  of.  London  (the  appointment  thereof  being 
proper  and  peculiar  to  his  Majesty  only)  to  prepare^ 
before  the  said  JSrst  of  September^  a  sufficient  num** 
ber  of  upright  balances^  and  true  weights,  as  well  of 
every  several  piece  of  Gold  lawfully  current  in  th^ 
realm,  as  of  the  said  remedies  and  abatements,  to  be 
ready  to  deliver  at  reasonable  prices  (to  be  rated  by 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  or  the  Treasurer 
of  England  for  the  time  being)  to  all  such  as  should 
require  the  same.  And  the  chief  Officers  in  alt  Ci- 
ties, Boroughs,  and  Towns  Corporate,  in  the  Realm 
of  England,  and  Principality  of  Wales,  were  com-^ 
manded  to  provide  to  have  one  pair  of  thl,e  said 
weights  sufficient,  at  the  hands  of  the  said  Master  of 
the  Mint,  within  every  City,  &c.  before  the  last  day 
of  the  said  month  of  September,  there  to  be  well 
and  safely  kept,  for  trial  of  the  weight  of  the  said 
Coins,  as  any  occasion  should  be.  And  all  perspns 
were  forbidden  to  have  or  use  any  other  weights, 
than  as  aforesaid,  for  the  said  Coihf  of  Gold,  remes 
dies,  or  abatements  '^. 

n^  Proclamation  in  the  Library  of  the  Sodeqr  of  Aiiti||iiarie8,' 
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The  Coins  which  are  described  in  tbift  Proclama- 
tion were  (according  to  Camdea^s  Annals  of  Jamet  I. 
under  this  year)  made  current  upon  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember. Those  which  bore  the  King's  bust  crowned 
with  a  laurel^  soon  got  the  name  of  Laurels  among 
the  vulgar  •. 

The  laureat  broad  piece  was  never  introduced 
into  Scotland,  where  the  Scepter*d  Unit,  with  its 
Half,  Quarter,  and  Half  Quarter^  still  contftiued  to 
be  coined  as  before ;  and  probably  for  this  reason, 
that  although  it  was  no  longer  so  convenient  for  tale 
in  England  at  the  value  of  twenty-two  Shillings,  it 
continued  nevertheless  to  be  equally  so  in  Scotland ; 
where  the  manner  of  accounting  by  their  own  Marks 
still  subsisting,  a  piece  of  Gold  of  twenty  Marks 
Scottish,  as  the  Unit  then  was,  with  its  parts  of  ten 
Marks,  &c.  was  no  less  convenient  and  apt  for  tale, 
than  when  the  same  after  its  first  coinage  had  course 
for  twenty  Shillings  sterling  ®. 

From  a  Proclamation,  dated  upon  the  loth  of 
October  in  this  year,  it  appears,  that  his  Majesty 
had  considered  the  consumption  or  preservation  of 
Bullion,  of  which  Coin  was  made,  to  be  of  such 
importance,  that  he  had  heretofore,  with  the  good 
iiking  of  the  inventors  thereof ,  taken  the  manufao* 
ture  of  Gold  and  Silver  Thread  into  his  own  handtf, 
and  that  he  did  purpose  so  to  retain  it,  to  be  ezer^ 
cised  only  by  his  agents,  who  should  from  time  to' 
time  be  accountable  to  him  for  the  same.  But  that;^ 
notwithstanding  the  Proclamation  of  the  2Sd  of 

Thfi  name  f99s  proclaimed  at  Edinbulrgh  on  the  95th^  of  Nofem- 
ber  following. 

^  G.  Camdeni  regni  R^^  Jac^bi  I.  annalium  apparatu9#  , 

o  T^s^pigt  147. 
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March,  IB  18^  foreign  Gold  and  Silver  Thr»d,  tin- 
sealed,  was  brought  into  the  realm. 

This  Proclamation,  tberefore^  forbade  the  use  of 
jBUcfa  thread,  ^nd  ordered  that  all  persons  who  should 
work,  buy,  or  receive  any  lace,  &c.  wrought  of  Gold 
or  Silver  Thread,  should  enter  the  names,  &c.  of 
the  persons  of  whom  they  bought  it ;  and  that  all 
persons'who  should  work,  &c.  the  same,  should  enter 
into  a.{londx)f  ^lOOor  200  a-piece^  and  not  above, 
pQ  the  Co^midsioners  appointed  for  the  said  rnanu^ 
fftcture,:  to  perform  all  the  particulars  above-stated. 

^ndit  commanded  furtherj  that  no  Finer  of  Gold 
tbir  Silver  should  hereafter  melt,  &c.  or  sell  any  refined 
Gold  or  Silver  to  any  person,  until  he  should  have  en- 
tered into  a  Bond  of  ^100,  or  more,  before  the  said 
Commissioners,  to  melt  none  of  the  King's  Coins, 
for  the  making  of  refined  Gold  or  Silver. 

And  power  was  given  to  the?  Commissioners,  taking 
a  constable  with  them,  to  search,  seize,  &c.  P 

.  On  the  25th  of  November  a  Proclamation,  for 
reforming  sundry  inconvenienj^es  touching  the  Coins 
of  his  Majesty's.realms,  was  published  in  Edinburgh. 
It  differed  from  the  English  Ordinance  of  the^lst 
of  July,  chieijly  in  the  following  rejspects;  viz- 
Charles.  Dickesoh,  Sinker  of  the  Irons  in  the  Mint 
at  Edinburgh,:  was  authorized  to  make  the  weights, 
and  was  copcxmandjed  to  sell  them  at  the. price  of 
twelve;Shillings  usual  Money  of  Scotland,  and  not 
at  more.  And  all  other  persons  were  forbidden  to 
make  or  sell  any  jpf  the  said  .weigh;ts,  except  such  as 
should  be  made  by  the  said  Dickeson,  under  the 
pain  of  falset,  and  to  be  punished  therefore,  in  their 

P  Proclamation  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries, 
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{lefsoQs  and  giKxis,  as  counterfeiters  of  his  Maj«ty'i 
weights,  with  all  rigour. 

Th^  prices  at  which  the  Gold  Coins  were  t6  be 
current  in. Scadand  were  also  set  forth ;  namely^ 

Angel  Gold: 

The  Rose-Rykl,  marked  30^;  foi- 1^  Pounds  Scot^ 
ItisH.'  '■'  •'  •'    ^  ■  ■       •     

The  Spuf-Ryal  marked  15^.  for  9  Pbuiids  Scot- 
tish. 

The  Angel,  marked  10*.  for  6  Pounds  Scottish.^ 

CroWnGoId: 

The  Unit^  marked  30^.  for  12  Pounds  Scottish* 

The  New  Double^Grown,    marked   10^,  for   0 

Pounds  Scottish.  .  . 

...     .     •..«  <    .♦..<*•» 

The  New  Britain-Grown,  marked  5^.  for,3. Pounds 
Scottish.        ,.'••.. 

And  touching  all  other  pieces  of  Gold  which  were 
decried,  and  ordained  to  be  brought  to  the  Coin- 
house,  that  the  owner  should  reeeife  tbeve,  m  reaify 
and  thankful  payment^  for  every  oionoe  weigbt  of 
Gold  of  22  carats  fin^,.tbe  sum  df  thirty-oine  Pounds 
thi-ee  Shillings  five  Pence ;  and :  for  all .  other  Gold 
proportionally  for  every  ouiioe»  deoier^  and  grain 
weight  thereof  *3i. 

In  a  brief  of  some  of  the  priac^pal  points  of  hi9 
Majesty V. late  Chturter  to  the  Company  of  Gold- 
beatera  m  London,  which  was  grMrted  m  this  year, 
it  was  stated,  that  his  Majesty  had  provided  and 
takie^n  oilder,  that  all  suck  Gold  and  Silver;  FoUat  aa 
shoulft.  be  haulier  made  by  the  Master  and  War- 
dens ap^d  Comimmialty  of  the  said  Company^  should 

q  ProplainationioCaidooA^aNiHuismate  App.Nolll. 

VOL.  III.  L 
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thereof.  ..^,;,. 

nn.^rt^ei^fyfPxfiV^miiP^mmW^'^  «?9nui^n4  by 
b?l9rff^nBatiw df^ JfibWarjy. tl\e r^t,h,  1 619-30,  tbgt 
jfli^^^Q  t|)P%ropf  P^nW^  w^^  left  to  Jheirown 
,/Be«\,'^i|t,/t>4^grdipgJyba8  J?Rr8pns  were  forbidden, 
I  q^ j^ip'jftf;TO9;^fWPJt,^iHli9f..i.nwrfing;  Ws  Majesty's 
displeasure,  to  take  or  receive,  a%r;  rQ^idluntntfr 

iMWtM^9mttgi\f^W>Wf^  .q^i^l^  .Coin  *<?i|lTent 
^fO^hm  ^e,;fl^4fl0i>«^|hwjy)sejl^aiv4wpc»r4ingrt9r:|tl>e 

l.tywdjr  #i^«c«!«r4w|^>Kflp«ft,i|p  de«lr|0|i9n!qr;ab«»e- 
meatto  be  made  for  the  same,  but  the  C(MtiAi&  pass 
,  iW^feAf yiffeWiftfi^fll  f«eji|rh|  awd  jito*  valiie.  •    , 

»rfl>**lJI8siWfligK*^ft!**»'tfl!iniedicB.||lJo«v«d,  ,tb£»  he 

lo^9tijsbot44.i?i^  ttof  s^fjw;'?  p^yiueot  shfCM>lA.|*y 
^il\iq,Ri|)^^  «v«5jf  grain  sg.^efeiantj.  t(?  the  i^e^^jfer 

r?f«tf*(^iB'{  Whi¥hK>^^j%f^hJ)*.,^^^o«a'nw,!*hp^W 
.be  taken  ia  payment  a»  if  the  same  were  of  ft^^jnid 
just  weight. 

the  piece  of  t^gi^#^im!«)A|s*^sKRto 'wkbl'ifi^1« 

»•••.•  fi'j;-  )Oif  ?»'  jji)^qeau{i  j^-ii)  wife  VT(0)>Jif^.  ^ifiin'ntuAf'uM  ^f^t  'c? 


totaaaokded  not  only  to  refuse  the  8aiii^,^Vfi(?fo'bAMIl 
«iibifii  b$<i*Wilthig an  hdte  ^tm^^tf^tf  '"^tftfi^tce 
mlidtPkflleM  m*  plty'itvAli';  i^ ••  ai&^>a^c^'i^fii)ty 

t><i^^#iMiH^ereo^>«<eie6fiAngfy^s  WUa^WlUl/mmy 
.upon  the  like  occasion.  ''■^  '*'^^ 

{<^  k'^tnH'^^ u^Kfm);''«hif<«r'Jpdffte^«'^^i^tng 

i«l61d1io*be  (ioiti«d  i(<^hg<flliifti^idM&'FM^l<^ii^ 

>m.  't^tti  th«r^  -^tmidMVIiMlHMlotii^  B^r  'iv^f^t 

ibt^'^by •niiaib^;  fat  ttej^<'chlbi«ie,')1{^(h^in|tlbrae 

'  C^ftt&|4/ii^d&rdiMj^'to^«hb1>rodMiitk>h  Of 'tHi6(5¥^t 

"'**^A«dl  fV^iA'^ftklkr  !6i*thfred',''tbiK<!MV  <lfte)<rtlitef 

CtfttiS,  '^oold  >funi^  thLiMeM -1!h«relJi4th  kieitke 
^^<SJKh"<>f  JAin«^  <itfl<)-'that^fk]f 'dthcY^^Ft^tli  4lii!)Kfld 

^He^fldtrliiiUlei^i  begattniE}4it,^Mikd<thi|<KiA^lM«e  in 

'4|ott^t(y^cM»idef(th«tMl«j:  ft^  C^ftthbifl^HStyof 
aJSWIW r  « afld- *ew  tt^,*" Jikld  hti'*  tJfe^fWttyfPWfey 
'>'My<Mltit^  ft>i>  thdafe-^eighV' Of* 'lliM  y(Mr»)  4Mh \fot 

.c«5^.?'*.    >■'  :'•'  ■.'i."».  .   !.'!)  h  ^-.i  In  Mif.'i;'.^  ill  "'Aht  t»d 

trains  upon. the  piece  pf  ttyentjr-two.  Shillings.  •,  .. 

t  Proclamation  in  the  Labranr  of  the  Society  of  Antimiaries. 

-^^  *'!&siJt«K^>i'Wa<?aiifems'/9M«r?  '^%  ■'*'4l8  «ftftw 


of  the  Parliamentary  History  say  that  this  spee9h  is  not  genuine. 
In  th^t^mPH^kmrn^^l^iWi^m/  ahlh  they  state 

L  2 
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land  had  fallen  from  SO  years' purcha^^^fis,  o}i§( 

fiktheFg9M(^b«A:itU9bt<«»3ll^49o%tlV^i  i9s9i!ii|Er 

Silver ;  to  the  East  Indiik^i|i4HPl^?<|ti$iilo)otfS!^^ 
aoth6^(6iri>tbQHfits^«»fiiikI<9j^  lh^]ii&HII>it¥%^ly 
lHce:tM^Nnt^  ibhiA  t»Sm^t&^ih^(f^oidthfbims 
pdcMiedt  off  V«tli€&  &)M<if4f»i«  ^fQBtff  ,€iS!JHB«H^ 
fiiidtBdlLboB  ^&i-ihdti9m3«6ottm  iKA]tf^ibyioiv^VtS^ 
^l^9,e«d.  bkRr4o9t£ai)i(QitUjMioiBgiil^i0ti<(>{uod3  odw  - 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee  of  Griev«Ant»  W9^ 
diftfctldb'toocjuiliwqa'ntfeib^biim  ssDinirnoO  sdT 
oi  ©woffielfldlHaagodieiitiobelflnfwttb  khe  l^iM^ 
d^M  d«|{3da4to<iito  ^stoBinbe%MsnM«|efak}ip<xw<mb 
ip«kdMwdoifiitfaBs(|&asNl3iiti£-A(^eji(fir  ispnaifilMO 
tklnffiMidefUraaiich  iMtaefths  oMitoteiuliPHnedfcftsiil 

It  wiftOTi>iiguuUiilj  ibatf td0tbMo^]K>«ite  iii«te^ 
^MHh^  ^  twoHsbndredoifc  tttogmapyAirntu^  «Miter 
.enioD  lo  notJcJioqxa  adi  Jnavatq  oJ  Ihfl  b"):o  rioiJDob 


Klnff  ^ays,  'Hts.  atrangS  that  ray  Mint  hath  not  gone  thw  eight 


the  uneven  balancing  of  trade."  [Vol.  V.  p.  319.]  There  h 
some  mistake  here  which^lS^nqiifaBhar  t^LrfBarobpaoiaaiioXfltJn 
fi^^^T^t!tMitm^^tXir£ai^  sgyi  nirtycMfeiwwgJ  n*imitf  Ito^ 


Bullion,  didnilb^  «^'bf4H^lfiMM4lll9i«ld^  t€f^^jfilipl£^ 
fS^iAi*iif^ib^m4i  :.9Al^ltefiit1ffo»«(MWi^Hibns 

4i&k>tP41^4?£''^'i"'i '2'<c3'{  OS  ttio-A  ndffsl  bed  bnef 

{l'$iit!91idtiMtb^Ro^  ]^]|M«li/'itbat>«li<hid)pmpairtioo 
«(Widd}bif>6toirfedi^ti»ideff>  (Sold;  4ndi-<giHKb;9«ri 
i^maMtec^,  tHstf tb^  stoj^aMjel  '49thftV  ib  theitetafai) 
^iI«otc4ii»»iiih«t  ni!^thieiii«cfbifl'idi^  andlthobrM 
who  should >bi'}AiS9|iiM^iVifilKtai)iv«idd  .bte,Ct^ 

The  Committee  made^thev^irepMitfupoaitlMstdiAU) 
oif94^v^i  tnii  dttnlmtediitiieriidticHi^QfdffioiwIi)  to 
tbtP«(tieqHyj^MaaUig:«&*tHdej  ehdot^tlEIiib  U«^ 
Go«lfMii^  ii1ii{iiii)ifrai[ti({*i«fiiSpafflUlitobMAdbti«v 
likewibeiicmiiidsKidciM  xktaetwi  (ioDhiB -lUlsbiiiaf nl)lt 
fililf«l%<«h»<fi(ittsc^J«fithodt  dradnnB8t|yelbw  il 
^^illds  niili)uir]ilteQeaDnuJt«  ittieibadcUoitf  t^  ^wtafb 


•iTaio.M.'ri  a/Kjt  Jon  imirJnTM  vm  TciJTliaiicfig.sjf'-  ,8yi;r  -arrt 

r  9-io(iT     [.eie  .q  .V  .loV]     ".sbB-i)  1o  gfii.'uiBl.sJ  nyv^ruj  oiil 
ftEXodflBiomJaunW^jTjJIiAiptTWfjfoiriw  siaj  oAat  i,n  -^iiioi 

imported  in  sUted,  »t  pag«fiS7i]  Jb.taBO^bt«Oi<jf  lie>0()Q«j  ^ 
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tUHJirff^^-M  h'-  -vC^  fo'>  .f.o»;v^,ni-  !  .J'  ' '   •    *    .  ■  *  -    .■■.-..'It' 

bI'OOIu  . . .  Xh|&.  P^iftmtf  ^' the  €iHiimfMtam '  di^G^i 

»  Jtjouimons  Journfils,  \o].^  I.  p.  615. 

b  Jfroclamation  in  tlie  Library  df  the  Society  of  Antiqiiarles. 
Aafertgf*^  WiiU'8^H«6ti'^th^  •ft6th'  if  May/ld«6;  said  tfcat 
tBl0l!lit«0^»nd?kclostridlfly  dsedBted^  bddi hlbr  Iwrong*  done:  to* 

of  Wse  Coin.  [Pari.  History,  vol.  V,  p. 379]  Tthe  Pat^^jtj^^i 
were^  Sir  Giles  ^ompesson  and  Sir  Francis  MitcbelL  The  for^. 
nSr^of^lieke  iiras  a'M'e^^  a  projector,  ana  a 

^'at<^d^i< kAa  i^atendee.  '  [Fjtrt;  «fef .  V.  p.  3i'4 .]  ' » Thfe  Utt^i ' 
a(:«mtti«|'l1%Wfife€)n,  ym4  fim  •Meabing^justlcet^f.the  ptnoej 


\\M\i  'ffey  yjSyg*  W  Vh^  WcW^ive'  hiinuractur4'  of  Goia  zW; 
them,  and  the  King,  by  the  advice  of  his  Attorney  I  G^k^i^^l^ 


lMB^;^s>«i«ti^o«iy7liat>ti^b#.ir^}i»e4Hn  aay^CeviiVi  ro^  br 
ofimM^f^  «j(,4l,,gf^r5rt  j^paj;^g  j.  ,to,  b^.  .ii?fftro«Hie4r  jtorM^S^ 

Court,  or  of  the  Courts  at  ■Westminster ;  to  be  fined  a^lO^GOOj 
to  be  disabled  to  hold  any  office  under  the  King,  or  for  the 
C^iitfioSW^  i  aSa%  Wem  mS  kn  infirtbus  p^rsfch. '    '-^'^ 
^^  ttes^sihiferfc^i'  itma^nptsiipyt  Vrt6rfgvii/<j;  the  I^ih^  gi%' 
l3i^Wrt^^*kiiS^  fg'tlie^i-as,  fetid  addea  to  it  perpetual  bfthi^C? 
mentf'^l^^li^hett'tvas  cbtia^n^ci'ti^be  degraded  frbin  the  Otdel* 
of  Knighthood  5  to  be  imprisone(L  during  the  King  &' pfeaiftre^ 
in  tlieGaol  in  Finsbury  FiW,  ft  Ihe^  samf  cWaiii6er  %hi6i  ^e 
had  provided  for  others,  the  toife%  feing  kbo  <i'&M^f^^^im  ; 
to  be  fined  ^1000,  and  to  be  disa^iikittS^iild'klfM^i^^glrl 


of  Commons  tbet  the  P^ockmation  fdr  Ck)1.A  m^f^tl^ 
shMA  ^be  tl«lMiMKi'itintb(ftiC§Mi«(ff^ 

tii€f  King's  speech  to  the  Lords,  ti[!^iA|tj||)fe  M^iMft 
June,  he  reminded  thein  of  the  t*^oP»teiitB,  gfievoutf 
to  the  CotnLmonwenlth,  ph!  ths^t  ©f  tbn^,  awl  thati 
of  Gold  ai>d  Silver  Tl?tfiftd,  Jtvluch  jb«d  Jiji^nrC^^l^ 
in  by  him;  v  This  (ie>  invretedl!  Hfon^ohMtrntm  waiiMi* 
InfA'  ttAd  that  nd-  ^od^  hif^^  b&e¥i'  ^H^'*  iK  fllMP 
P*rKamerit«.  >       '     '    ^'^    '"^^    ..'h.>  .:fia  lu 

On  the  4th  of  the  same  fnonth^  tb^  day  op,  jvJt^H^j^jj 

the  Parliament  Viias  adjoiiroed,  the  ^ Arcbbifb^ijQ^ 

Caoterfa^ry  presented  to  the  Kifig  thf«ii^  P^^tttHM^i: 

\Wiich  Vrere  recbTfliiieha*«!  lly^'tHfe  CJAiWflWHS.^^^^Qlft!^ 

of'tiiese  was  <:ohcefninglBlufli6n'jind[''(^^ 

preserved  in  tire  land;  to  which-  his  IVtajesty ^/i^i)^;^ 

sweredy  that  he  >vroia^ldisallise  with- bis  Cooneitjim^ 
redre'ss'it *^i '     '*  "^  ^    **)■'«'*•  'f)  ^r*  ....k/I  ^rfj  hr,i  ^m^di 

The  Parliament  met  again  upon  thfe"^th("6l**=*fP» 
vember,  and  pn  the  '^4th.  the  Lord  Keeper,  yrvnt 
Ijams,  reported,  to  both  Hiws^e^  t)ie.|^ing's.^|)e(^(;9^ 
ift' which  be  set  forth-' his''-MajtG8tyV<graciattfi;tei«i 
dWrthe  kingdom;*  since  ffte'fait^t^dfc^s^cA-  rf^Wtrw^ 
of  Aat  Assembly:  how  the  tfe Petiftori^: We^^^ 


I     I 


Hirt.  V.  pp.  337-^^6j  .J\^f^  i>^]r^  .{ip^ilfpto  If^ye^^p,,^}^, 


llwrj  wwdi<aiAw»v#fcwi  ^fjitoi^  twithto  lthe4tttid,-itM4Mt 
9mi]aipd|isite)«ili«dsaiid4«febeigl'i)  ,o}t;i4  to  ^ni 

f^bktblj>>M(|l(iidtk(l<>%  iflribniiietti  <fitaoht«lHK),^oa 

lith  of  June' 1^93,  the -«BfRM«liioii^ <tf » Ooiii<  nod 
Bdlteflfid^ssltil-bieAleti,  0«<pMni«f'hisiAiH$e«tr)fsi4i8»T 

ip^soMfiBm^  9»il>y<he  hi«^(my&i  benMijihad.  o} 
ii:  ail1<^rMHilWbO  «b«4lct>teia<dii9Uin<k)«niiMf k^oif 

a0^^ei«P{«^flftiB^«H^  '^oriUiIh»iwvb4^.hotiQbj.of 
^IfMiMtPwitiiiti  iM  iMbw«K|«o^tedicsMkbiii  Jtfae^a^ 
ilflfte;  ^el«s,n«iM^iif^e««ot>(4iid  ifattdi»  liogetilieri^^y 
|)kfl^«3iHilie9(£}'<Ab«n«iM4  ^liitfa/.ibteiAlofattO'feitK 

t|f«tii[«d^ed«fi^iMiiJh«M^  suffer;^Qbtligft> 

l^iMa^ifentifi  niriliw  imrtui  t.d  .it  J;..*:,?.}  j?,iit 
nomwioa  iWdiA««  vhotM  6otd  tMid^lirdr^  ^ti«as 
0ld@yto/J^tl«MMFlDtfatMitd<^'«dlAy  fi»(e  jStild/^dd 

W  tbinefl{Iet«9«#ahXI<fti6ieSl^s  «lit«H!0inicCI«tn|c[^ 
or  to  G(SM»fi((h^^it&yotEdort»li^rt  oHfynfe^'iAii 
auementaticm  of  .Coin  and  Plate ;  and  that  no  Finer 


ing  of  Plate,  to'  iBMlid.>it{Bi6  gbwdiMcftarUfigcaMii 

9ilja«o(>itat^  the  iiiWrtte(»W^«ii^d8cfti#<yitfc>idd  11141 

-silt^i^jbi/ii  8flatednft)ipf!e)  ,xi9&tfni^zff»ti^HfMi 
i^oA,  ivdpotr;  tbf>i4tedbg9f'jjbgr4cP^i<gte^J»(LMl 

to  .ladgrBAmn^!  H^^gtiut  ;atid^<}i«  ;Ml^pMRo«Ai|^ 

{uwSv|k(atqwiulepni4:iaeht}»W9%n0W(gn}itfe«^^  tnfi 
toadaitodUiaklviclwintjkei^  ()#i)p%(M#(|I«(aK9f^^8 

fi!dward(HVioi»iiraini/  P^»iM(A)  13>9giMIifiamy lif 
lamfloni;  ^UaBudiit  il»«»«py|oii«Nyj|g|  thftJKJHgil| 

KkttifedHatb)Mo<itoaki&tb^si^4>i4a>4ki>'i9iuBi^^^ 
.  lcAldiougbl/the8«}FMtb^fi}'<d«bDtc^i^ikWid^ 

first  issued,    to  be  current  vritbin   hifiiJtf||gHty)| 

bfi^^Ul^  ^  'ftli8oMihH4tawn»p«dip«lfl}fi\t(ikllf)l6^ 

AftebdMljaui^fr^vileg^  ctteNS^t^  tcftfttfe  ift  Ji^^mA; 

fn^ntolLptnfaibikjth^  ^^^9j«t^A^HIio|l»ea^^nfk9llMi  m 

ikfilng»tiii^ihei^^<iin7o£^te^iv9rbM(lMWIbi>  ui  7q 

lagi^  on  i&Ai  bos  ;a>eI1  bne  nipDlo  nDxJfiljrjmai'S 
e  Prbclamation  in  the  labruy  of  the  Society  olKalBuffUXm, 


Ift4  ANNALS   or  'BmvlQOINAGS. 

haid  J^nty  and  €oiinoil/rtrt  Dublin^  a|K>n  the 
Silh  da^^  of  September,    }6Q2yiii  which  noas^^ftet. 
facth ;  the  great  i«dv«ntage  which*  bis  Majetty's  Eog^^ 
liihi  Sttbjecto  had  receii^€Nol  from  the  u8eof'ti»einft,aml  > 
tlyiit  hc«t  M^i»t|^  i^as  pleased  to  estaUiah  the  same 
iw4ii8f  Kingdmfy  ^Mheland,  and  had  aiithortaed' £d^ 
mird  Woodward,  esq.  and  Thomas  Garrett,  of  JLon> 
d<Niy^6l&niitb,  their  Exeei^ors,  Adannistors,  De^ 
ymtieB,  and  Assigns,  to  make  the  same,  and  utter 
tki^m  upon  suob  conditions  as  they  were  oarrent  in 
Eoglarid;*  and  that,  in  the  •  issning  of  them,  only 
twnAty  BhiiUngs  *  in  Tokens  should  be  given  for 
t#eBty»SbiHrngs  in  sterling  IMoney.     And  that,  for 
the  better*  distribution  of  them^  his  Majesty  bad 
pfcMided  that '  the.  said  Woodward  and  Gannett 
should  deliver  them,  from  time  to  time,  *  in:  <»t>m€ . 
j^pweter^bemade  known,  irt  the  City  of  iDublin  ;  in 
iiBin^  pJaee^'and  in  all  other  where  the  said  Tokens. 
sh0Qld4ie^ot8ued,  there  should  be  established  a^coni*^ 
ikiM}  rebhaii^e  for  t^em,  ao  that  all  persons  might, : 
ate'«d*'donvenieftt)timea;;^have  sterling  Money  for 
their.  ^'Furthing  Tokei^, '  at  the  rate  of  twenty  Shil^d 
lin^rfortwimtyMDtie  SbilHogs  in  Tokens,  i 
t^SBhte*^  dtbtr "provisidns  weue  similar  to  those ^  in!  ^ 
fbeiSngHab  ProolamSation,  e^tepting  the  lastdause;' 
viy«b  taulfadfiBed' the^  Patentees  at  "Sll  times,  and 
t^th  liiWDO  ?to^mB,  (af^r  ^publication  t>f  the  Procla- 
iAiJ^mi,)<^laking  4  oonstayi^,  <  or  othen  officer,  witfaf 
them,  to  enter  into  any  sbipjr  bottom,  vessel,'bo^t| 
shdpif  ibattihouse^ii^r  tanl^.iOther  place  whatsoever 
which  thev  should  think  good,  within  the  King- 
dom  of  lret»i^^,9§fW^,}yHtlv^  M.b§m?s  af  .ijwtljqut, 
and-tbefeiftA  try  »ad:s«fuTl>« .  by  al  I  way«  jwA  mean». 


foahallicceimtafirett'Tokiins^  ms  engines  ^lij^MaalM-- 

pi9i»>bey ond  ihe  Seas,  or*  mailr  flrkikiir  bk  Majestjr*^ 
Di;iiBnio|[is^faM,-  upon  finding  asj^^wcbrTolWnsiarjt 
iriHtrusoiieiftB^  to^nrnssf ,  (leiie^  •oani}^  ^vrmy^  maAd^taiikt^ 
th&Mesml^i  »/i(iifffeked  lj»lo  lpi»;Majfi8t])t^*  and  alls 
dftefem  of  ;3«iartice  were  o&mmahd^d  to  larttQiMi^  .tfaei 

"III  thw  yean  litM^  viMSf  s  gfdateit  cieaiitHjrietf  MdtMjrt 
diaif  hM' been  in -forov^  times, 'aiid^fh^vefore/tbe 
Comntittee  which  was  appointed,  upon*  the  1 1  at.  «^ 
QdtDber^  ^'  enqwire  inteithe  true  cauacs  of  theide^^ 
ca^  of  tradef^wai  directed  also  tof  examine  into  tbr^ 
pfotrcipal  cini&es  and  oo^Asioni  of  >  that  acardky^  itod</ 
bip^^.what  means  Coin  or  ^Bullion  migtrt^  ill  futute,  bdr 
Hflffter'pleiltiiftiny^bffoii^ht  into  the;  kiiigdofny>atod{ 
pMservedfroo]  exportalionii.'  «  .  j-  .    n'; 

:'^60jl.  i<<Cri^  ibrAier  ProclennfationB^  >C0doeriittqg^i 
wiTe/t(Yread>  and  other  manofiotarel^  tnade.of  GoMb' 
af«d>SiI^teri'  being  foutid  'insufficient^  anotheflMui^ 
is^ia^>(3iifthei(?A^of  Jurye,  iSt^y  i<nr  wbieh  bts(MaK) 
j&sHy  de^yed,  that^  in  erdep  tO'^edms^tthfi^FiiitaBn^fi 
sM  '<fth6t  traders  therein,  ^  cinder  brder,  and  'gdverofi  ^ 
ment,  he  had  gratited  ajcHii^et*  of  inOorp0raiiM>n!|iari' 
the  6<y?^rnors,  i^saistants,  and€QmavQ>nrit^  x>f  G(Od 
\i%e  Di*«wers  of  thp»  Gity  of  iiotidoiij  dedteitfiogjb 
siJitldrypoKticIt  Md  gdod'^rttles'*nd*«rdwh/MaS'lir«IW 
foi*  pwsferviftg  Coin  j  and  ^ ' QolKbi^^  aa^  foo*  regnlallng^ 
tte ifftidtrafleB,  aiHd avoiding »aocb  dee»fit^ r^ia  niiglUrf 
art«6' thereby  to hi^Maj^^yVaabjects^i'f^^    >*  :?i?f*fi 

'On  the  ijtb  oF  Julypan  ItidentureAvaa^inade  \ritH-- 

f^^rroclaniation  in  the  LibraPf  of  the  Society  or  Mtlqmates. 


tftC  ANNALS   dF^fM^ ^COINAGE. 

fUff^f^d  luJlcjisa  ii»/jfj  hk'ulifi  insJi.'i  a-!3'.':;vT  hiiiB 

Of  Silver  Monies,  he  was  to  coin  pieces'' Bl^l^^^ 

kfi'^lii^ i^f  &tki^^  ^"^  .(llb'vil  3.!.)  |lt.):,,V  ii-iv.MiiiO:) 

-9^«4.^"^Dtfrteg'tms^S^iibB«^tHe'edttiWo'tlk^''^<SU 
occasioned   by  monopolies,  &c.      Amottg^if'Sbtn^P 


poration  of  Goldsnuiths,    whereby  tMi^b6f"wifp 

set  many  other  persons  fU^m^^  tftitrfaT^iM^aS 
H8«»«l4ikl  kt)%Ao<^ent«g\^m<}ftcPW^g#c^to 

vaaoM  atdT     ,89[fiW  1o  --(^li[Bqiofla*I  srij  lo  eaniM 
1  Divera  complaints  being  made  against  Cranfield,  he  was 

n. S. dors.!  .>Ss9J^«H^jtf|4$fe?idQiA  ^li)  01  aoi}G(nslo9ri<I  % 
«  L|)d(e>  p,  ^9.  ■>  Statute  SI  Jac.  I.  cap,  «vii. 


said  Letters  Patent  should  never  hereafter  b^f.ffli6ifi 

which  his  Majesty  declared,  that  hei^|>)H^^wlt9Bilte 

e?»SI»f  ^»*J^9  '^;r<¥4»i-M*l%^  «WIIP»fi»<}l!W»ilrf 
cootinued  witjiin  the  realm,  andtba^^w^ft  qf^sjlf^ 

^^^"^fl^iffi-  vfbT»d-w    .gdJrmabloO  I0   norJsTOq 
W^^^e^ilW.  tjWcKWft  «no8i9CT  fsrilo  vflBOT  teg 

Mines  of  the. Principalis  of  Wales. ;  This  Monc;y 

aew  ari  ,bl9anBiO  Jani^gs  abBta  gniad  atnisfqmo'j  zisviCI  I 

P  Froclamation  in  t)K  AKhivefc%^I£^^%Wficil:"o'>  -^'  " 
iiv*  .qi50  .1  .Dfil  IS  oiulsie  "  .e;S  .q  ^oAsad  ™ 


V^  AMNALS  <6P  %Mfe<  COINAGE. 

•mcs  ihd(4»ed  With  lli6'W^Ml'fetftheM,''^lhoMfi]#cr 
tfae  royal  iirttis;  vptyA  ttve  r^^itetive^  Reiersel^*. '  • -^ 
'-'    Thfe  $tile  '6r  Jantei  «^s  >«ari«d  froih  tli^t  bf  ilP  hi» 
ItHMldo^sdts," >0it'at6cdtMM  '&f '  tte  ^nton)^  A^  tftficr 

'Cc^ns  wbH)b'Mre*«€ii0t'««t<«dc>aftfer%itf'aece^9i<!Hl'fo 

'tlA  KHGlAM^'i^OlVJA,  #RAM^^,   ET  tflMki^lie  iMlJt. 

'^E^iWAi'ttteic.-  •"  "•  '  i'^  ■»  .^-  ' :  •••    ■•■<''  -•''■!  -  ;».'••' 

His  ^rlie8t  EiigltsH  tlloins  bad  this  ienttinb^  '^ki 
the  beginning  ^M'  ih&  Olth  fiiialin  dri  the  lihbt^y 
'^htxhe^xt  Dfctts  t>ia9lfz^lvinx.  -iMiMiei'.  Bi«j'4fter 
%fe  90Doit^  yteaf^lt  fbe  )H«dripf^)tas'up6^  th^vitlblfts 
-^evtsrsM  «lhid«d'to'«lie'UvAb6^  BtigM<id»aiMfil!6t- 
:%ih&,  X«hl6fa"he' «artt^M>f  <d^«i^,  'btrt>^4l»'ilnal9il6>«o 
'4ibobMii1i^; '  Th^y  vr^i<6  «illVei'>  «9i9fcf  "dfiM  4ci»A- 
»^«rt'  KeAo  yfii'jrtttrt'f'of'»tu«'A'rtm' *»n*  flisftf*; 

•^tt>8A»  •  t^^HA'  *  'jAcMm  V  tn'  HlliWiott  to  the  rniio**  of    • 

*'tKetw6fos«  hf  tfetry  the  Sfeventfa,  4ttd  the'ii^ 

i^^iJfteattAW»ri'dP'IW't4<JfG6u*tiffe»'.         -  ''    '-'^       = 

<"  ^i'9c6tt^lrdd}hsWeiie'idl'«^cfe'i(ftertiis#^tid 

^^r,  and  the  iat^  pi«!6^;  bbthdf' GoM  SiM'feihtt-, 

'  bt>re  th6  satn^  ihile  sis'  his "Sn^iilh' 'ones  aft^that 

■Jwriod,  whil^C^e  sthalfesi  ^ilttf  X  b.  g;  Ko!»k  km£ 

iPiNA.  The  Reverses  wer^  inscribed  with  all  the  vari- 

'j9i]s  legends  which  appeared  upon  bis  ^English  Coins, 

'^0n  ^his  Copper  Coins^  as  well  for  England  as  for 

TSedtktnd,  the  legend  was 'contitiued 'from  the  Ob- 

T^ie  to  the  Reverse,  and  ran  thus,  jacobus  dei 

n 

q  Folbeis/'page  TO. 


>:.'.j^4^%.i^->  :^-^,^,  ^^B 


f»   >\    '  : 


ci^  sac,  #i*flf NjuE  ,»fa5,  <»i,t^jPther„      ,  , 
,Qjf  Wsiflrjsh^  Motley.  9oi»«  w^,9tr.ttcfc,feeC9rF  hit 

hits  fifjft  EugUfh»  (ilftHijjjTifvi^.  .EjpVIRftAT.  0«ws.  f^i*- 

whilst  the  Shillings  bore  henricus  ^;y:^A|  i^^ifA 
^4fl<¥Wfr;nJl>ftfi  W*f^,rf»ll'.JB^«1*iiJPi?*P/;f  9Fffr  of 

for  that  KingdoH}i,jiMftt,i®  V!^U¥:^i$<mt|^^(e|^j^ 
fe8fe^,(S'»g*W?i^>iMf*;ftJ»ftJJt?^.^^iW9Sd9fij§'58tiffi*  '« 

*i5|wi^»Wigh^^ .V«fep4iffllhjf  SHgRjIfriw  ,boii9qr 
"-fi7  9f!j  lUi  hrw  h|4^no|gij|i3w  g^^|V9a  erlT  .avihc 
.^fuo3  ffc'ifj>ii3  gifj  noqu  bstssqqs  rioidv/  ebrtsssf  ay^ 
'<t  8fi  bocfgnl  ID.'  ilsw  8s  ,8fiio3  laqtjoD  eid  nO 
AO  otli  rooit  b-jununoo  8Bw  bnsgsl  ©dJ  ^bnallooS 
'T  >'iiaooAc  .eodi  nai  bo«  ,98i979fl  ad*  ©}  sjtsv 

.0?  fi^aq  ,ailo'i  P 


CHARLES  1.  •  I        :  ;■ 

wm  fmihkracA  on  lUhmikf  tb^  99ih  ^  liMily 

^rite  WB8  difected  to  ^k  Etfwsrd  ViBiere  ami  ^ 
WJIlkm  PirrMiufst,  KlfiglM,  WftfdaM  of  the  Mittt, 
Mehwd  %ogen  and  Wfilkm  Wood^  GetitleoMiy 
Con/ptroIIers,  and  Andre  we  Palmer  an^  George 
Twiier,  CkiBtleaften,  A«Bay  Maifbera,  to  aothontt 
tfcMl  to  c^nfttmie  the  Mmt  in  work,  whieh  bad 
hMn*#Uifped  Upton  the  death  of  the  iate  King,  aiarf 
ta  Wiethe  Die*  of  tiie  late  Kmg^  until  odiera  shoiM 
be  prCMrfded.  The  Monej^  to  be  made  aeoordiiig  to 
Ite  indeatere  wMi  ^t  Ibnidill  OranfieM,  dilMd 
JlAjr  17,  the  n«t  <3f  iaMes,  <n4iidi  had  di^ta^oniied 
lywa  tbe  death  «f  the  late  iiai^. 

'ftt  attddmr  «^ieoiri  Comuitsstoii,  'ftu*  T^;ttfaitifii^  thfe 
vialnng  of  oletfh,  <fireoted  to  Henry  Viseetmt  Maun^ 
defik,  fnM^d  PreaMenl  erf  theOmneil,  and  otbeiF^, 
on  libe  «5«h  dT  Mtjr,  Ihe  'Commisnigafcro  wem 
diaaated  *p  mqmae  Mto  the  oaoMa  of  the  gmat 
nevMtj  tt  Mone^r,  and  ^tbe  nteans  by  which  Goiii 
Mid  SaBian  nnglit  be  brought  into  the  Kingdon 
mstt^  ^gi!a^isA\y^  «nd  the  eame  be  preaerred  from 
enpaffiMmMft.  iAaid  ttfb^  laece  partioidaf ly  diieeted 
tO'iCMpsite,  tadHtf;  isattve  oommodities  of  <be  King- 
dom were  df  that  aiecnessary  iisefuhieM  to  neigh- 
bouring Nattow  ias  that  thegr  imight  Jtly  return 
iuMPie  a  fr^MtinvioFCkim  jnd  Jhilttim 
of  tiaaawe.    And  JMMSaaie  iket  Oompany  of  Mefi^ 


^■t  t 


•  Firt.  1  Omries  I.  p.  4.  n.a.doa.    Ryanr^  XVIH.  6. 


ehants  trading  from  the  East  Indies  had  been  much 
taxed  by  many  for  expoit]ag.tf)e,Coin  and  treasure 
of  the  Realm,  to  furnish  their  trade  withall,  the 
CllM|iP»l«awa<wei«  ^  d^i9ted/to  inlyiim' iih^tlia» 
they  did  justly  and  truly  perform  their  contract  iffth: 
thft  f$A9i^  HKH^^^ning  .thttr4»ll7H^^  diiut^  H^mf  3 
aial  tn^Tfoo^iiJQr  Jby  mk^A  meitn^  Tthi*->|irMley  4Mhiilir 

mil^|#9«sableto4hel|Wbl^f^^  twi«hti^;>iejtfimiiliri#l 

tbg^smtiute  of  tbe  K^gibrnf*. /^    if    ,^-      :   .-  > 

ti^obibit  the^^ii^  of  any  £lr|biing^XolMW,  -exMpff^ 
^%ik  a%h44  iMifttofort'^biMii  iflitt^ 
I«tl#rs.  Butai^l  of  tbexkttt  Ifeills»  «k  wbtlbiihMil4» 
bet  «i«i4e -byi  vii^ue^  4>dfiei»'.nQ- He  gtMltod-?Jb]l^ 
h|#titaj$8ty^  Ijiader  tibeJGreiat  SmI,  $aBLbtik^tiiis%t!: 
a||^.jimlM>^f#d  cousi«,  F^iBti»4^^J)lKliefr:Pp:wag^ 
of  Richmond  and  Le4»o3(i  undrS^nFftaflisi^raM^f 
Kj^ghfc^^  .dwuig/^th^^.t^r^fi^oeckli^ii^  imr'thi^i  stld 
Liettf8iJ9''4Pa4wt^'  -^    -t,.  .n  c..**  K»''>^'T«-^vh  •:'^'^^'\w  V;  it  ./fiisu^t 

/'The  mttkiqg,  .«t|erh)g»i  aftipaartii^^^  dMHoftecf^Mi 
in^^iif  tbe«^.)<9ia9 JiJc^Wis^iiorbi^^          t^lik  tsHi^  >««> 

^^/liiptberPlr^kmiitioQ^itad^  aa«M^T|iiii^rlfi«)»miil> 
i8(MiM(l.^u{»o«^'lihe  fourlhrof^iinaAiv  .v?,^.  H  "io  'j.;^tbn^!)F 

*P¥*;  i  diafles  i:  I.'  3.  n^li^a^ir^^  R^S^^  Xfi^l¥;  f  8^f« 

_:ved  to  be  upheld,  and  encoui-aged  ,11]^^  Tk>  what  ia  thi&  t 
diSensnce  to  be  ascribe^?    As  if\o  change  of  Ministers  Jiad  taken 

X  Proclamation  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 

y  Pat.  iiCiB|iMfi.,ibi*d}.  ^tkidB'^  .i^R4Rjni»Hifcjpi  im  • 

VOL.    III.  M 


l62  ANNALS   OF  TH£  COFKAGE. 

The  Letters  Patent  whiob  grairt)ed  to  the  Dudiete 
of  Itiehmoiifd  and  Sir  FVancis  Crane  the/  exehisive 
vight'bf  making  Farthing  Tokens^  for  the  term  of 
9ev^teen  years,  bore  date  upon  the  llth  of  Jufyu  ^ 

These  Tokeas^wetre  •  to  be  made  of  Coppcr>'  mth 
ihe  same  type  as  those  of  the  late  King,  a(oA  with 
tfoi^  iosoription,  carolus  vk  gratia  magnl£  bm- 
'WAUvtM^  FRANCiJEBT  hihernia:  r£X;  and  to  weigh 
six  grains  a-piece,  or  more,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Patentees. 

•     The   making    or  ^oonterfeitnig   them,   oT'  any 
engines  or  instruments  resenibling  tbem,  or  any 
iother  tokens  whatsoever,  or  the  using  or  uttering 
^ai^y  other  Tokeps  whatsoever,  either  made  or  eoun- 
terfeited  within  the  Reahn,  or  beyond  the  Sea85  it 
any  time  after  the  commencement  of^the  Letters 
IVt^t,  >(vas  forbidden  updn  pain  of  forfeiture  of  all 
s4ich  Tokens,  &c.  &c.  and  of  such  further  pains, 
A^vonalti^s,  and  imprisonments,  as  by  the  laws  and 
tatattrt^s  ^f  England  and  Irdapd  respectively,  or  by 
}tbe  prerogative  roy«il^  cpcild  or  might  be  inflicted. 
One  half  of  J;he  forfeiture  to  go  to  the  King,  and 
the  other  to  the  Patentees ;  who  had  pow^r  given 
ci0  theni  to'  search  and  sei^se,  as  in  the  ProcJamation 
by  which  the  Tokens  were  established  in  Ireland  on 
the  dSth  of  September,  l62^. 
^ .  Etf>r  this  exclusive  privilege  of  making  Farthing 
Tokensy.the  Patentees  were  to  pay  to  the  King  an 
yearly  rent  of  one  hundred  marks  of  lawful  Money 
of  Ei^land,  and  the  Patent  was  to  cease  if  the  half- 
yearly  payment  thereof  was  not  made  within  twenty- 
eight  days  of  the«  Nativity  of  St.  John  Baptist,  and 
the  birth  of  bur  L6rd  €?od.^ 

In  order  that  the  Tokens  might  be  belter  distri- 
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biotid^aQd  dbpereed,  the  Batentees  oovedanted  to 
^Idirar  oQe  aikd  twentyi  ShiUtngs  in  Farthing.  To« 
keos '  for ^s&fety  tvimly  Shillings*  in .  sterbng  t  Motiey, 
aaii'to«%t«mttQi -those. whot'should  -ind  themariines 
mifchiffgad  #ida  the  f  arthiiig'»Tokensy-  ^iiher  of  jthe 
Mtt  Kkig^iopiof  those  to  be  by  them  made,  the 
mttn  of iJ«v«eDt}r  'ShilUagd  id  sterling,  opd  ottrrent 
jkfonies  for  every  twenty^one  Shillings  in  farthii^ 
'Tokens.;  and.they  were 'torn  manded  .to  send^'from 
time  to  time,  sufficient  quantities  of  theoi  lo  as 
many.cities^  &c.  as  they  should  conceive  to. be  fit 
to  bring  the  said  ToJeens -^into  more  general  use; 
juid all  Mayors,  &e.  &c^  were. charged  to  aid- and 
assist  the  Patentees  in  due  execution  of  the  Letters 
Patent,  on  pain  of  *his  Majesty -s  high  displeasure^  &e. 
And  the  currency  of  the  Farthing  Tokens  made 
by  'virtue  >of  the  Letters  Pc^tent  of  the*  late  King^  was 
ordered  to  continue,  (notwithstanding  the  surrender 
and  deterniinatioB.  of  the  «aid  Letters,)  .binder  4uch 
privileges^  &c.  as  in  the  Patent  to  the  Duchcsa  of 
Buckingham  and  Sir  Franci^'  Crane,  mt^  .liipittd 
and  appointed  for  the  Farthing  Tokens  hereaftenCtp 
be  made  by  them  ^  »     .  .,.      ,:. 

.    It  seems  probabb  that  but  little  Money,  was  if-'y^^ 
coined  under  the  Commission  of  the  1st  of  April  i^^     ^^  ^ 
for,  on  the  4th  of  September:^  a  Proclamation  was.^^  ^  ^ 
issoedy  which  stated,  that  his  Majesty  htd  lately  ^.^ ^^^  ^. 
received,  for  the  portion:  of  his  deir  oan^sort.  thei4c^  >^^.; 
Qoeen,  some  good  sums  xif  Money  of  the  Qoin^of^^^^,^/^^ 
France  which  he  had  ordbrdd  to  be  neiv  eosoed  in  ..4,,^  /tx  %. 

s  :Utter$  Psttnt.  Ryiiief>.vcA  XViH.  p.  H3j   It  wJUSHk  seea  1;    ^^ 

hereafter  that  the  smalbness  of  'tbesp  Xpk<ep3.occa^fpnril,tlien)  to   .  ^^' 

be  cpunterfeited,  and  encouraged  pihf  r  grfaj  abuses,  ^  ^^-^^  */ 


i 


»        ^"  ,         ^^4  ANNALS  OP  THE  COINAGE. 

^^'m.^^'m'/^^  ^^s^intwjlhjn  the  Tower  of  London:  but'  that, 
^^  by  reason  of  the  plague,  which  had  taken  hold  of 

many  of  the  workmen  in  the  Mint,  this  could  not 
be  performed  so  speedily  as  his  Majesty's  necessities 
required,  and  therefore  he  had  found  it  expedient 
to  use  the  said  Coin  in  specie,  as  he  had  received  it. 
To  that  end  it  was  ordered,  that  the  French  Coin 
called  Cardecue  should  from  that  time  be  current, 
within  his  Majesty's  Dominions,  at  the  value  of 
nineteen  P^nce  Halfpenny,  such  being  its  current 
value  in  France.  And  to  prevent  the  inconvenience 
which  might  arise  from  the  importation  of  light 
Coins,  all  persons  were  forbidden  to  import  any 
Cardecues,  upon  pain  of  confiscation ;  one  half  to 
the  King,  and  the  other  to  him  who  should 
seize  it  \ 

■  This  was,  however,  insufficient  to  prevent  the 
imp6rtation  of  those  Coins  in  such  quantities  as  to 
render  it  nece'ssary  to  stop  their  currency  entirely ; 
which  w  as  accordingly  done  by  'Proclamation  on 
the  24tb  of  July  in  the  following  year  ^. 

1626.  On  the  14th  of  the  next  month,  the  two 
Wardens  of  the  Mint,  Sir  Edward  Villiers  and  Sir 
William  Parkhurst,  the  Comptroller,  Richard  Ro- 
gers, esq.  and  the  Assay  Master,  Andrew  Palmer^ 
escj.  (who,  together  with  Wm.  Wood,  deceased,  and 
George  Turner,  had  been  appointed  to  coin  by  a 
Commission  dated  April  1,  l6fi5,)  received  a  n^iw 
Commission,  which  stated,  that  the  Ring  was' 
resolved  to  continue  his  Monies,  to  bef  coined  at  his 
Mint,  of  the  same  standard  that  they  then  were ; 

A  Proclamation  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries ; 
and  Pat.  1  Charles  1.  p.  9.  n.  S.  dors.  Rymer,  vol.  XVIII.^.  184. 
b  Proclamation  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 
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namely,  the  Silver  at  eleven  ounces  two  penny- 
weights fine ;  the  Crown  Gold  at  92  carats  fine,  and 
the  Angel  Gold  23  carats  3^  grains  fine.  The  pound 
weight  in  Silver  to  inake  in  current  Money  three 
Pounds  ten  Shillings  and  six  Pence^  and  to  be  cut 
into  such  pieces  or  species  as  were  then  usually 
coined  in  the  Mint.  The  Money  thus  coined  to  be 
delivered  to  his  Majesty's  subjects  by  weight,  as  it 
was  then  done. 

The  Warden  was  to  take  up,  for  the  King*s  U9e, 
of  every  pound  weight  of  Silver  Money  five  Shillings 
and  six  Pence  by  tale,  out  of  which  the  Moniers 
were  to  have  a  Penny  upon  every  pound  weight,' 
and  fourteen  Pence  for  working,  as  then  was  used ; 
and  of  every  pound  of  Crown  Gold  (which  should 
make  in  current  Money  forty-four  Pounds  by  tale,' 
of  such  pieces  or  species  as  were  then  <Joined  of  G6ld 
of  that  fineness  at  the  Mint)  two  Pounds  twelve  Shil- 
lings ;  out  of  which  five  Shillings  were  to  be  allowed  * 
for  workmanship.     And  the  Commissioners,   any- 
three  of  whom  had  authority  to  act,  were  t6  be 
allowed  after  the  rate  of  seventeen  Pence  upon  6very 
pound  weight  of  Angel  or  Crown  Gold,  out  of  the' 
six  ShiUings  for  coining  Angel  Gold,  and  the  six* 
Shillings  and  five  Pence  for  Crown  Gold,  formerly 
allowed  ;  and  for  every  pound  weight  of  Silver  four*, 
teen  Pence  ^ 

I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  positively  (from 
any  record)  whether  this  Commission  were  ever 
acted  upon,  but  it  should  seem  that  it  was,  iVom  the 
tenor  of  a  Proclamation  *,  bearing  date  the  4th  of 

c  Pat.  2  Charles  I.  p.  13.  n.  18.  dors,  llymer,  XVIII.  p.  740. 
*  This  Proclamation  was,  as  I  presume,  issued  in  consequence 
of  the  aiguments  urged  by  Sir  Robert  Cotton,  at  the  Council, 
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Septen^ber  fbllowing,  which  titdefeA;  hf  diverse  hn^ 
poftant  con^tderations,  that  air  Coins  of  Gold  and 
Salter  within  the  realm  of  England,  should  he  ooi^ 
\  ri&nt^  and  taken  knd  received  in  all  receipts  and 
payments,  in  soth  species,  and  at  such  weights^ 
fineness,  and  valwe;  as  the  same  were  current  at  oo 
^the  fir^t  day  of  August  last  past,  and  not  otberwmr. 
And  that  ail  Motlies  of  Gold  and  Silver  coined^ 
since  the  said  1st  day  of  Angust,  in  any  other,  man^ 
net  than  according  to  the  Proclamations  whidi 
were  in  forte  upon  that  day,  should  be  esteemed 
btft  afs  Bullion,  and  not  be  currents 

It  is  diflScult  to  affix  any  meaning  to  this  Proelo^  ' 
Ihiition,  without  supposing  that  some  Coinage  of  an 
itnpfoper  kind  had  taken  place,  subsequent  to- the 
ist  of  August.  And  that  something  wrong  had' de^ 
dtrrred '  in  consequence  of  the  Commission  of  4he 
i^th  of  th^t  month,  seems  probable  from  the  tenor 
of  another  Commission,  which  was  issued  on  tjbe 
^th' of  Sfe|)tetMfber,  to  the  persons  above-mentiooed. 
fhtftit  inistrument  the  extraordinary  provisionsaiB- 
s^iitfn^  the  weight  of  the  Silver  Coins,  and  the 
"Seigriot^^,  whic^h  had  been  introduced  into  the  ' 
Commission  of  the  14th  of  August,  were  pa^ed 
Wei^llfinoticed,  atfd  those  only  of  the  1st  of  Aprils 
iGiS'y  were?  recitfed, 

("JC^le,  on  t jie  2d  of  Sep|efTiber  in  this  year. ,  It  is  an  c^ti-aordi- 

;naiy  circumstance,  that  the  sfieech  which  he  made  upon  jihia 

occasion  should  he  published,  in  1641,  as  "  the  speech  of  Sir 

stomas  Roe  at  the  CounieirTable  touching  Brass  Money.**  *And 

thk'is  the  more  eiftraafdifiary,  because  the  as^meat*  bgr  ao 

means  appiy  to  so  extreme  a  case  as  the  proposed  adulteration  of 

the  Coins  in  16404  but  attttmpts  to  show  only  the  inexpediency 

of  a  small  increa£»e  of  alloyi  ^>{See  Cottont  Poathuinat  pagi^  385.} 

e  Proclamation  in  the  Library  of  tke  SoQieiy  of 
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By  it  the  Commis^oncrs  were  authorised  to  coia 
aooording  to  the  form  and  efiect  of  a  certain  Inden-* 
tare  faermfter  to  be  made  between  the  King  and 
tfaem; .  But  to  the  end  that  (he  Mint  might  receive 
po  stay  nor  hindrance  from  the  said  Indenture  not 
being  (perfected,  the  Commissioners  were  empow-** 
ered/ to  continue  to  coin  in  the  same  manner  as  they 
had  done  before  the  1st  of  August  immediately  pre^ 
ceding' the  date  of  the  Commission,  until  the  said 
In^nture  should  be  perfected  ;  and,  for  their  trou- 
ble) they  were  to  receive  reward  and  profit  accord-* 
ing  to  the  terms  of  the  last  Commission^  dated  Au** 
gust  the  1 4th  ^. 

The  Indenture.  ref<^red  to  above  bore  cUte  upon 
the  8th  of  November  following,  and  its  conditions 
with  respect  to  the  weight  of  the  Silver  CoinS)  aod 
the  Seigncnrage^  were  totally  different  from .  tbo^e 
which  have  he&a  stated  in  the  Commissipn^gf  t^e 
14th  of  August. 

It  was  made  between  the  King  and  Sir^  Rolj^pt 
Harley,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  who  was  then  .Miastif* 
and  Worker  of  the  Monies  of  Gold  and  Silve^^ 
within  his  Majesty's  Tower  of  London  and  realm  »of 
England.  ^       \ 

By  it  a  pound  of  Gold  of  the  old  standard:  Wias 
coined  into  forty-four  Pounds  ten  Shillings '  by  tftl^» 
viz.  into  I\ose-Nobles  at  thirty  Shillings  a-piece, 
Spur-Rial^  at  fifteen  Shillings,  or  Angels  at  teh 
Shillings  each.  A  pound  weight  of  Crown  Gold,  of 
twenty-'two  carats  fine,  into  forty-one  Pounds  hy 
tale,  viz.  into  Unite  at  twenty  Shillings,  DouMe 

^  P^t.  ^  Charles  L  p.  13.  n.  15.  dors.  Jtyroer*  XVIU.  pw  7^. 
The  tot  «latu»  cotoCains  tkff  only  notice  .^iehiAS  takna,  of  that 
C^Mu^Mlbif  df  this  14th  of  Ang^t    '  
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Crovms  ftt .  tea  Shilling^,  or  British  Crown t  at  8¥e 
Shillings^  a--pieoe. 

A  pound  of  Silver^  of  the  old  standard,  into 
sixty-two  Shillings  by  tale,  namely,  into  Crowns, 
Half-Crowns,  Shillings,  Half-Shillings,  Twopenoes^^ 
Pence,  and  Halfpence^. 

Thus  far  from  Lowndes,  but  Leake  has  added  the 
following  circumstances : 

:.  The  Master  was  to  make  of  every  hundred 
weight  of  Silver  four  pounds  weight  of  small  Mo* 
nies,  viz.  two  pounds  weight  of  Twopences^  one 
pound  and  an  half  of  Pence,  and  half  a  pound  of 
Halfpence.  The  King  was  to  take  for  Coinage,  oitt 
of  every  pound  of  Gold,  fifteen  Shillings  ;  of  which 
the  Master  was  to  have  six  Shillings  for  fine  Gold, 
and  six  Shillings  and  fire  Pence  for  Crown  Gold, 
for  all  expenses  about  the  same,  paying  to  the  Mo* 
niers  two  Shillings  :  so  there  remained  to  die  King, 
upon  every  pound  coined^  nine  Shillings  sterling 
upon. fine,  and  eight  Shillings  seven  Pence  upon 
Crown  Gold  ;  and  to  the  merchant  forty-three 
pounds  fifteen  Shillings.  And  out  of  every  pound  . 
of  Silver  the  King  was  to  have  two.  Shillings ;  out 
of  which  to  the, Master,  fourteen  Pence,  whereof 
the  Moniers  were  to  have  eight  Pence ;  so  remained 
to  the  King  ten  Pence,  and  to  the  bringers  three 
Pounds.  And  the  Master,  was  allowed,  for  remedy 
of  fine  Gold,  the  eighth  part  of  a  Carat ;  for  Crown 
Gold,  one  sixth  part  of  a  Carat ;  and  for  Silver,  two 
pennyweights  of  Silver.  And,  over  and  above 4he 
ordinary  price,  the  Moniers  were  to  be  allowed  one 
Penny  of  every  Pound  of  Silver  in  tale,   for  the 

/ 

S  Lowndes,  page  54. 
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belter  String}  ttiereofy  SO  loag  $b  4l^e<.Mlmfe8'Wtre 
well  foiled  and  coined ;  and  out  of  the  R]ng^#  ^prolitfi 
ware  to  be  paid  the  salaries^  diet,  and  feesy  to  the 
respective  officers,  reparatioiiff  of  .housed,  and  atktir 
incidentB^.  -' 

1627.  That  practice,  so  ruinoudto  the  Coinage^ 
of  cuUiiig  out  the  more  weighty  M^onies*,  for  the 
purpose  of  reducing  them  to  Bullion,  was,  it  seenis^ 
about  this  time,  carried  to  an  alarming  extent  $  so 
as  not  •  only  to  produce  a  ^carc^  of  Money,  btit 
abo  to  render  that  which  remained  too  feeUe^  aWkd 
to. raise  the  price  of  Silver  above  that  allowed  by  tbe 
Mint*  In  consequence,  none  could  be  brought  tili^ 
ther  but  at  a  loss.  ../.,». 

This  pernicious  practice  hid  been  greatly  ^cou^ 
raged,  by  the  Government  having  eonniv^,>  for  a 
length  of  time,  at  the  liberty  whicb  certain  Gold^ 
smiths  had  usurped  of  acting  as  Exchangers,  and  cf 
buying  and  selling  all  manner  of  Bullion  of  -Gold 
and  Silver,  contrary  to  the  meaning  of  divers' Acts  ctf 
Parliament,  &c.  To  check  these  abuses,  the'  Kii^ 
declared,  by  Proclamation  on  the  25th  of  May^  iii 
his  third  year,  that  he  had  constittited  and*  ap^ 
pointed  Henry  Earl  of  Holland'  to  the  office  6f  his 
Changes,  Exchanges,  and  Oiitchange^,  wherekove^] 
within  the  realms  of  EnglaiKl  and  Ireland- and' the 
Dominion  of  Wales,  to  exercise  the  safhe  by  bim-^' 
self,  or  by  such  sufficient  deputies  as  be  would  an^ 
sw^r  for.  ,  .        \  *.  » 

.And  all  persons,  except  the  said  Earl,  .&c.  were 
forbidden  to  exchange  or  buy  any  Bullion  or  Coin 

h  Leake>  page  298. 

>  For  which  they  g^ve  two  Sbilling^>  and  sometimes  three 
ShiUiogs^  the  htmdred  Founds.    [Leake^  page  SOOj 
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wilJiin  three*  miles  of  the  Ctty  of  Loodony  after  the 
four  and  twentieth  day  of  June,  or  in  any  other  part 
of  his  Majesty^s  Dominions,  after  the  39th  day  of 
S^tember  next  ensuing. 

And  it  was  commanded,  that  no  person,  other  than 
9S  aforesaid,  should  give,  or  receive,  for  the  ex- 
changing of  any  of  the  Coins  then  current,  or  which 
should  hereafter  be  made  the  current  Coins  of  the 
rejsilm,  more  than  the  said  Coins  should  be  current 
for.  And  all  persons  were  commanded  to  observe 
imd  keep  the  following  Articles  and  Ordinances,  as 
they  would  answer  the  same  at  their  uttermost  peril : 
I .  The  first  Article  enforced  the  Proclamation  of 
fhe  11th  of  June,  in  the  20th  year  of  the  late  King, 
against  the  exportation  of  Coin. 
.  2.  The  second  enforced  the  Statute^  of  York,  9 
Edward  III.  cap.  6,  9,  and  10. 
*'  '3.  The  third  commanded  that  no  Goldsmith, 
Finer,  &c.  should  melt,  &c.  any  Coins,  or  cull  for  the 
purpose  of  melting,  exporting  or  altering  the  Coins. 

4.  The  fourth,  that  no  person  should  take  for 
exchange,  &'c.  more  than  the  prices  allowed  at  the 

2  Mint  or  Exchange. 

5.  The  fifth,  to  enforce  the  Statute  of  the  l8th  of 
Elizabeths  for  the  reformation  of  abuses  inGold-^ 
smiths,  ordered,  that  every  Goldsmith,  upon  sale, 
should  valu^  apaft  the  Gold  and  Silver,  and  the 
fashion  ai?d  workmanship,  and  should  give  the 
buyer  a  ticket,  subscribed  with  his  name  or  mark,  * 
Containing  the  day  of  sale,  weight  of  the  plate,  and 
the  value  of  the  Gold  and  Silver  apart,  and  the 
value  of  the  fashion  apart,  by  which  might  appear 

k  Chapter  xv. . 
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9t  whtft  rate  tiie  tone  and  the  other  were  Gained  or 
r^teAj  -whereby  no  fraud  or  deceit  could  be  made  to 
tbe  said  Statute;  and  that  the  buyer^  telling  tbe 
same  again,  might  know  what  to  deoiand  for  the 
sane  at  the  King's  Exchange  or  Mint. 
'  $.  The  sixth,  in  order  to  bring  to  tbe  Mint  all 
Gold  Money  current  in  tbe  realm  being  clipped, 
washed,  or  by  any  other  means  unlawfully  dimi- 
nished, or  lacking  of  the  just  weight  thereof,  com- 
manded that  it  should  not  be  received  otherwise 
than  according  to  the  rates  expressed,  and  with  the 
allowance  of  the  remedies  set  down  in  divers  Pro*- 
clamations  of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  the  late  King  ^ 
And  that  all  pieces  which  should  want  more  than 
the  remedies  therein  allowed,  should  be  decried 
down  and  uncurrent ;  and  if  any  should  be  offered 
in  payment,  it  should  be  lawful  for  the  person  to 
whom  it  was  offered  to  brand  it,  by  striking  a  holo^ 
through  it,  apd  presently  afterward  to  return  it  tp 
the,  owner;  which  pieces,  so  branded,  it  was  his 
Majesty's  pleasure  should  be  brought  to  his  Ex- 
change or  Mint,  there  again  to  be  rpoiten  and  con- 
verted into  Coin. 

7.  The  seventh  Article  stated,  that  it  was  impos- 
sible but  that  the  rates  and  prices  of  Gold  and  Silver 
in  the  Mint  and  Exchanges  would  be  exceeded,  and 
the  same  not  to  be  prevented,  so  loug  as  way  should 
c^  might  be  given  for  tbe  bringing  in,  selling,  or 
venting,  of  any  false,  deceitful,  or,  counterfeit  Gold 
or  Silver,  Plate,  &c.  &c.  or  other  manufjEicturea, 
being  not  made,  wrought,  or  sold,  according  to  the 

1  l^e  Remedies  allowed  in  the  Proclamation  of  the  3 lit  of 
iJuly,  1619. 
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Standard  of  thfe  Mint,  or  the  Goldsmiths'  Hall,  con- 
trary  to  divers  laws,  &c.  It  therefore  ordained,  that 
tio  such  should  be  made  or  sold  less  in  fineness  than 
the  Money  of  £ngland. 

It,  however,  further  declared,  that  nothing  was 
thereby  intended  to  prevent  Merchants  importing 
Bullion,  or  any  of  the  King's  subjects  having  any 
'  Gold  or  Silver  found  within  the  realm,  from  bring- 
ing the  same  to  the  Exchange  or  Mint,  there  to  be 
molten  into  Coin,  at  their  choice ;  but  that  no  Gold- 
smith, under  pretence  of  being  factor  to  such  Mer- 
chant, should  buy,  &c.  or  bring  to  the  Mint,  such 
Bullion,  but  after  the  time  limited  should  carry  it  to 
the  Exchange,  there  to  be  sold  and  exchanged. 

It  also  ordered,  that  all  Goldsmiths  should  exer- 
cise their  trade  as  heretofore,  but  not  buy  at  a  rate 
above  the  Mint,  nor  purchase,  &c,  any  foreign  spe- 
cies of  Mbney,  or  other  Bullion,  imported  or  found 
within  his  Majesty's  dominions,  all  which  it  was  his 
pleasure  should  be  brought  to  the  Mint  or  Exchange 
to  be  converted  into  Coin. 

'  *rhe  penalties  for  offending  against  these  Articles 
were,  forfeiture  according  to  the  Statutes,  and  cen- 
sures in  the  Star  Chamber. 

Persons  who  offended,  and  afterwards  discovered 
other  offenders,  were  to  be  freed  from  their  own 
forfeitures,  &c.  and  to  receive  part  of  the  forfeiture 
on  such  discovery,  as  if  they  had  never  offended. 
Part  of  the  forfeiture  due  to  the  King  might  like- 
wise be  given  to  the  informer,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Commissioners  °^. 

By  a  Patent  and  Indenture  of  the  twenty-second 

m  Proclamation  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 
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lof  August  ^,  it  appears  that  the  Earl  of  Holland  was 
made  Keeper  of  the  Exchanges  between  Ireland  and 
j^ngland,  for  the  term  of  thirty-one  years,  and  that 
he  was  thereby  bound  to  exchange  any  sums  of 
Money  brought  to  his  office,  to  be  remitted  to  and 
from  England  and  Ireland,  at  a  reasonable  prer- 
mium,  not  exceeding  six  Pence  in  every  twenty 
Shillings  <". 

1628.  This  year  was  memorable  for  the  great 
improvement  which  took  place  in  the  workmanship 
of  the  Coins.  The  merit  of  this  must  be  ascribed  to 
a  foreign  Artist,  Nicholas  Briot,  a  native  of  Lorrain, 
and  some  time  Graver-general  of  the  Monies  in 
France,  who  quitted  that  kingdom  in  disgust,  and 
offered  his  services  to .  the  King.  His  Majesty^ 
whose  taste  in  the  fine  arts  is  admitted  even  by 
those  who  do  not  think  highly  of  him  as  a  mo* 
ndrchP,  immediately  gave  him  great  encourager 
ment.  He  was  made  a  denizen,  and,  by  Letters 
Patent  dated  upon  the  26th  of  December,  was 
authorized  to  frame  and  engrave  the  first  designs 
and  effigies  of  the  King^s  image,  in  such  sizes  and 
forms  as  should  serve  in  all  sorts  of  Coins  of  Gold 
and  Silver^. 

He  proposed  to  work  the  Monies  of  Gold  and 
Silver  with  instruments  and  presses  remaining  in 

n  This  date  must  be  incorrect,  as  the  preceding  Prociaroatm^ 
which  was  dated  upon  the  25th  of  May>  announced  the  apppint* 
mtni  of  the  Earl  of  Holland* 

o  Simon^  page  46. 

P  The  Author  of  that  severe  Tract  which  is  entitled^  « The 
none-such  Charles  his  Character/'  admits  ''his  general  inclina- 
tion to  all  Arts  and  Sciences^  and  hb  excelling  so  £^'  in  then* 
as  that  he  might  have  got  a  livelihood  by  them>**  page  189. 

q  Rymer,  XIX.  p.  40. 
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hw  bands^  wherel^  he  ooold  make  am)  press-the  Mo^ 
hey  into  a  more  perfect  roundness^  weighty  figune, 
and  impression,  and  with  less  charge^  than^by  tiie 
:jordtiiary  way  of  hamiBering  then  used^;  where^ 
upon  his  Majesty  was  pleased,  by  Wanrant  dated  lOo 
file  nth  of  Febmary,  l-tS29y.to  refer  the  same  fioit 
trial,  at  Briot^s  own  charges,  the  Officers  of: the 
Mint  furnishing  him  with  convenient  lodgings  lin 
the  Mint,  and  delivering  to  hitn  Gold  and  SilTer^ 
to  be  converted  into  several  sorts:  of  Goid  and  Silver 
Money,  as  appointed  by  the  Indenture  of  the  Mint 
then  subsisting  ■. 

On  the  1 3th  of  June,  1 63 1 ,  his  Majesty  appointed 
Commissioners  to  examine  and  view  his  ttial  and 
pixxrfs,  intending,  the  Monies  so  made  by  him  should 
hare  current  course,  as  the  other  Money  made  by 
the  ordinary  way  of  the  hammer.  And  whereas  as 
fit^'  he  was  to  have  only  a  month's  time  to  teach 
and  exercise  his  men  in  the  working  of  Monies,  the 
tiffld  was  prolonged;  4x>  mSike  trial  of  his  experience, 
until  the  King  should  signify  his  pleasure  to  the 
contrary*.  Afterwards  he  had  granted  to  him,  upon 
the.37th  of  January,  lfi33>  the  office  of  one  of  the 
Chief  Engravers. of  the  Irons  for  the  Mint  in  tjie 
To*er  of  London  dnringipleasure  ».  He  likewise 
griaved  the  Stamps  for  the  Scottish  Money  ^. 

r  Leake,  page  310,  ^aj's'  that^Britft  pretended  to  be  the  first 
invehfdir'of  the  Mill.  But  quv?  "^^(J^  Blanc  speaks  of  the  new 
invention  as  being  nothing  nlofeltlMh  the  stamping  the  edge  at 
the  saisie  time  that  the  Obvei^lPand  Re\^ne  were  struck* 
[Traits  Hidt.  d^  Mdniioje^  de^dltefe;  p.  303.] 

a  Leake,  page  31  ir^^""    -^""^ 

t  Pat.  7  Charles  I.  p.  20.  m.  4s?'dl)».  Rymer,  XIX.  p.  5W. 

u  Rymer,  XIX.  p.  626.    SeeJjeaMfe,  p.  310. 

w   Folkes,  p.  148.     He  attended   the  King  Jn  his- f»rogrcss 
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Mf i  'Leake  'Ihinka  that  he  sm  not  -fiiHy  employed 
in  the  Englkh  Mint  until  bis  return  firom.  Seotlnd^ 
the  first  Stamp  for  Silver  Money  bearing  date,  in 
1^35'^;  And  Mr.  Folkes  inclines  to  believe  that  he 
struck  CoMMiin  1629,  ^nd  1631  or  39,  and  that 
some  of  following  years  were  taken  from  his  de- 
signs y.  But  it  is  certain  that  be  coined  English 
Money. at  an  earlier  period. than  even  that  which  is 
assigned  by  Mr.  Folkes,  for  an  Half  Crown  is  knqwn 
with  his  name  and  the  date  <^  the  year  lG98'« 
Sndling  dates  his  first  appointment  on  the  l6th  of 
December  1628  ». 

1629.,  It  is  said  that  a  Mint  was  erected  ait  York, 
when  '  the  great  Earl  of  Strafibrd  was  President  of 
the  North,  which  office  he  entered  upon  alMMit;the 
beginning  of  this  year ;  if  so,  the  pieces  which  were 
minted  there  in  this  reign  are  posterior  to  that  time, 
and  were  not  improbably  coined,  some  of  them  at  leaaty 
when  the  King  was  at  York,  in  his  magnificent  •and 
memorable  progress  into  Scotland,  intheyearifiJS.^. 

into  Scotland  in  1633^  where  he  engraved  a  curiou3  medal  for 
the  King*s  Coronation  at  Edinburgh^  on  the  18th  of  June,  in 
that  year.  Some  specimens  of  it  have  an  inscription  on  the  edge, 
denoting  that  it  was  coined  of  Gold  found  in  >Scoduid^  and 
engraved  bjr  Briot  at  Edinbui|^b.  See  an  engraving  of  U  in  the 
Medallic  History  of  England,  Plate  XV.  No.  19, 

^  Leake,  page  312.  7  Folkes,  page  80. 

s  See  Silver  Coins,  Plate  30^11.  No.  8. 

Le  Blati€*s  account  of  Hie  opposition  whicji  was  mtiule  to 
ftiot>  attempt  to  introduce  again  the  use  of  the  Mill  into  the 
l«>encii  Mints,  contains  a  anioua  instance  of  the  lengths  to 
which  party  or  personal  prejudice  has  sometimes  been  carried, 
even  to  the  rejection  of  useful  inventions.  (^{Trait^  Hisc  des 
Monnoye^  de  France,  page  9oa.] 

a  View  of  the  Stiver  Coin,  page  37. 

b  Folke9,  pjige  79^ ' 


^ 
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«£4S(f«tii>><«ir)tli^  -^brini^^^ift'  SSlfer-^fimt  Sjp^iti><iil 

Millie  i|iiDi>tlte4etii#'^^w^'t>lAA»,  ^hf^m^si'trmt^VH^ 

9l4fr  <Dlkad^$^,i'f li' Hflaiy O^^rii  m4' Gth' iff  th^KHiJ* 
ifeilippl^rslj'  '«lMitt«<lfe"6«Wttt^l4ytfek  'tA"  -FarfffiTri 

Itt*flitt^/«foi' 90IS WIKii^ih'feuW4iitMbtiey*<»/ '^^  ^ 
weights,  called,   at  this  time,   ]oudly  for  T^re&^f 


if  ',?W A?P» .t9<V.%W»  ?<»  .tijfttiflieni Mght.ajft!^, 
reff^Hfee^  ;1)J3  <i»^,WiEi^,  9»i  scddaod  delivered  fay^ 
.another.  "  '''  '*■ '  ''•"  ' '  ■■  *■'■  ■'  •  ''  ■'  '    * 

u4li?ft&wl«fcivo9iier  toiwdniedy^tihis,' noltce  was  givei)^ 
\^Jix^l9m%1aoxMtom}  t^e  >^dth>  of  Dee^nber^  in  tbt^ 
ye9i>|«'«lfli<'hi^4l#dg^f  Hkd  taKeft  ititolii^ own  hanchsr" 
tB«^iffeKiA|t/'«^^iiiicf1ssiiing  the  said  co^nter^ 

th^  ^fep  tfVEfligl^  JwlwtFV|iib.4tbe,.MiMe|^  oft  GeiA^ 

sh»iMi.b«4»o(tt»dl^&fter  «i^^ 

staJul**'tt«'^^n#ate  ^9f*»*1!^r»tt*»YoiW?^fv(^^  cieria     ^ 

^  Ru8hworth*s  Hist.  Collections,  part  II.  vol.  II.  App.  'p?3^ 


J!     tuir 


/ 
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tmik$  tkMmm,  by  wbiek  they  miglft  b*  «iUy 
bmsmu  fr(M»  the  weights  winch  fvwe  femieriy  wmi*; 
Uid  that  th^  fthouM  be  of  die  IbH  Md  jwt  Mte^  a6* 
DOidti^  ta  the  ttw  we^hts  of  the  Gold  MMiiei,  mmI 
the  gralftt  end  half-gmm  to  be  eimrt  by  themolVti» 
to  »hew  the  tWMdtieft  tod  abatemmts  at  they  ought 
to  be ;  and  that  none  ef  them  theuU  be  made  indl 
the  remedies  and  abtttements  purposely  taken  off 
(oommonly  «Ued  bhuick  wei^ts.)^  And  further, 
that  bis  Miyesty  had  committed  the  care  of  making 
and  assising  those  counterpoizes  and  wights  to  Sir 
ISftomas  Aylesbury,  baronet  ^y  one  of  the  Masters  of 
Requests,  who  was  to  have  in  *  readinessi  in  the 
Towsr  pf  London,  sufficient  numbers  of  the  said 
counterpoises^  &c.  exactly  and  diligent^  made  and 
sieed,  to  fumtsh  his  Miyesty's  subjeets^  by  the  S6(h 
of  January  next  following,  to  be  issued  at  a  reason* 
aUe  price, 

.  r 

•  The  if«dght  for  the  Five  Shillingft  Pieces  (vf^kk  ii  tha  oaly 
one  that  I  hare  aeen)  hai  on  one  side  the  King*t  bust,  in  «f^ 
iDMMir,  crowned,  with  flowing  hair,  a  love-lock,  and  a  fkUing^ 
laoed  band.  About  it  cabol  six.  Beneath  the  butt  a  sttalt^ 
^aq^tal  b^  with  a  point  on  each  side  of  it. 

On  the  otkor  side  y  under  a  etuwn.    The  v  aetwcHa  two 

8 


email  loxenges.  On  one  side  ttf  the  1  a  point,  and  on  the  Ubcr 
the  B  and  two  points,  U  bel^.  It  is  of  gfM  werkoianship ; 
probabfy  by  Briot,  whose  mark  it  appears  to  bear*  It  is  ia.  tlis 
British  Museum. 

f  Aylesbury's  Patenit  was  ^ted  upoa  the  !mh  of  October,  8tli 
Charies  I.  and  Was  lor  Bngkedy  Ifdaiid*  aad  Walca,  fbr  ttfby 
•C  the  ycariy  rwil  of  tirentf  tMUiiigs.  Aathority  was  given  te 
Kim  to  enter  any  place,  witb  the  assistaace  of  a.  coustabk^  to 
seux^  for  fidse  weiglits  and  bakaees,  and  to  seize  the  same  as 
fiiMted  to  dM  King.  (Pat.  8  Charks  |.  pt.  1.  m.  H,  Rymer, 
XIX.  ji.  390} 

y€iL,^  III.  N 


1^1$  AKNAL9  4>|r^/fj^f;  CdlKAGET. 

<S|e„j»ir  tp  Jfene  H^ept, Jirithin  ewfih.oty,  &i:Mi&c.;tb»t 
; W^^^^^v^^W Wi  tinigbt  ljayi2ia«ce8»,to.tbe,  saline,. fcr 

.  I  .Als»  tMiQo  [)^r9<wi  ,sI»QiiJi4  iwe.aqy.atbeu  after 
.^i^^%^a)4  ^th  of  Januaiy. 
;  /  Jb^t JAQ^ne  fhpuld  miJce.  or.  counterfeit  tb^mi  ^^ 
Hl^ia  of  punishipenJ,, ,  .      ,.    > 

^,.lj*b^t  .iK»ni^  9haMld  hi^  compelled  to  use  any  oitbar 
wjpig^te?, .  .     . 

^ .  Apd  that  all  judges^  &c.  should  atteud  to  theco^^ 
<^t^^  qf  j^hei  pjreaoDisfpaj,  and»  upon  oomplaint,  piEQ^ 
Af^  in  thi^  High  Court  of  Star  Chamber^  or  «l/ie^ 

^  .Tbei?e  wa9  at  that  time,  according  ta^Rush worthy 
«)lpbi,pilepjty  9f  .Gold  in  the  Kingdooiy  and  suek 
sj^rpitjc.  ,|^f  Silver,  J  that  the  drovers  and  fBorcw^B, 
jyb;i,J^TRflg^i  t|»eir  cattle  to  be  sold  in  Smithfield, 
woiiJI4>9r4J^^n|y»i9^^^  ^M**  bargain  to  be  paid  ija 
^^Yl^ri  ^pd  not  in  Gold  ;  and  people  did  commoQly 
^15  tjivp  ^j^noe^  ^t^d  ^on^ptiu^es  inon^^  to  get  twenty 
SlulUng^jn  SUver  ff?r  the  ex(^auge  of  a  twenty-«hiK 

In  and  about  London  aoij  We5<inain§ti^,  if^  welj 
afJft.(>tb^rpairt9^,»aost  pi&<^  carried  Gold  9Qa)e» 
19  their. poc^^s,  to  weigh  Gold  on  all  occa9ioQ6,  and 
had  them  frqm  the  office  for  that  purpose  erected*; 
'  Of  this  abundance  of  pold  the  East  India  Com-r 
pany  sought  to'ma^e  advantage* 


^. 


'   5;  Was  ootjtl^f  c}f.uf^  fluaeee^^ayy,  aa'  the  use  <^  any  otjbcf 
Wt%htf  hadi).ee9,^e^ftr^{^pli^f|yfor|^i<W€n?  .  \  \ 

b  Proclamatip^  ir^  tfie  J^i^j;a^y^£  the  Sq(5fe(y  of  Ant|qusiii§a,  J 
i  Rushworth's  Historical  Colkctioas,  part  11.  vdL  I/p;l49* 
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Ai^UobnUe  htA  been  gnatbcd  to  ^m^  by  the  later 
Kittg,  ta  export  3re$rly  fore%n  Silver,  to  the  atnouht 
«f  not  more  tban  dne  hundred  dioiifland  poundts.. 
'Shey,  however,  ditcorered  that  Gold  wis  teOre  iar 
inquest  than  Silver,  in  the  parts  to  which  they  traded^ 
and'  liherefere  petitioned  the  Kingi  that,  they  might 
be  permitted  to  transport  yearly  such  foreign  Gold 
as  tiieir  ocdisions  rdquired ;  which  privilege  was 
gfasrted  to  them  under  certain  conditiotis ;  viz.  tbtfl: 
iAiiey  might  export  foreign  Gold  to  the  aohouikt  .0^ 
^40,000,  as  part  of  the  ^.100,000  according  to^ 
theif  License,  without  any  custom,  &c»  And,  'm 
case  they  should  tiot  be  able  to  purchase  so  mucb 
<bre%n  pold,  they  had  permission  to  make  up  that 
sum  with  English  Gold,  any  Statute,  &c.  not^itfiTT 
ftandiiig.  But  in  consideration  of  this  favour,  the)^ 
were  to  forbear  to  export  so  much  Silver  out  of  tl^ 
sum  cf  ^.]00,dD0,  as  the  said  Gold  exportedjby 
theUi  should  amount  to.  All  the  Gold  and  StlvetS 
exported  was  to  be  entered  at  the  Custom-house  K 

In  the  Parliament  which  was  holden  at  E<fin-' 
burgh  on  the^th  day  of  June,  KJgS,  thb  interest 
of  Money  was  reduced  from  ten  per  cent,  to  eight  f 
the  alteration  to  take  place  at  the  end  of  three  years 
fremiti  the  d^te  of  the  Act  V  ' 

l€33.  By  a  Proclamation,  which  was  issued 
dbotttBlichaelmas  in  this  year,  the  counterfeiters  of 
Partliing  Tokens,  and  the  makers  of  instruments  for 

k  F^t  8  Charles  I.  p.  H*  m.  IQ.  Mymtr,  X&X.  p.  30^ 
I  Scottish  Acts,    first   P^liament  of  Charles  I.  chap.  21.^ 
*'  Ai^nt  the  Anwe)  of  eight  t6r  be  takt^rt  of  ifk  Hundred  in  tiuie 
to  come  alennerly,  saspendifi^'tfib^saiiie  i^t  three  yea^r,  afid^'ki 
the  iotvriai;  tw6  of  ten  to  be  payed  fbr  the  said  sptiee  to  hU 
Majestie]^   *  v 

•      N    2 


i§6  ANNALS  tor^^Mft'^ooiNAes. 

iS'^Siriiik ;'  atld,  'tf^«^^('tilt^  Utkiv  mriatged!  <fl«aii 
ili^hdi,  th«nr  W  ftifd^^ui<etie8-4br>Jthein|;aDd-fbefaft4 

|}B6v6;^iV6to  Rti^i^la^.'^eito^tlM-iebiitiinoti  ygsagt  of 
^^361^  iv^ig&tii  >U'  Aic»ul<ii«eeti»  eithd^  dmt^itUtf 
fi^^^'W*^  niM'so  g6iheMl  4ts  h«  hM' rtfnccetitedqiib 
to  be,  or  that  the  weights  were  again  'eoulftei^eiABif ' 
W&ri^  hi&bieh'kkkir^M<»<inst}MBtit*fhbefl  in 
ifti^^ycfsur;  it  xvia  f^viAnbtmairytototifoteef'inp^ 
Mv^f^hx:1auiati«n,  >th)e  :eKecttti6h  J«yf"'  thie^jri'oviaMnl 
^itSrAckhih  AhiAf  ^i^yibf»<«nA8  i88i«Ml<ti^ih^4fiftteiff 
^!D(tel?Aber/"P(Q^». '*'*Jf"^'^    *'•'    '■'."nh\   x,  br-vio?- 

^  tKb4l^ga«y;"«0ttaim^ng'  eh«  s<i»p>^Ad'*«iuMl 
^■I^Hflln^  4^(k@rM<,itfa^  iOdilrt^  of  Sn»f€h»asb8k 
«$^<tfte^it^^4^d'^ob^M«rMi«h  >^A  >th^  SOthotf 
^|(>r'<Ml#fi<iit%it!»^<IS^tfiJ4  'thar^^hej^  pMoeedbdiiM 
WflFIV^iifA^elbiii^ia  «)^tU«ifS£iitittg>tbei«niM^'3ttK«i 
causing  them  to  pass,  iti  payments,  and  for  %tmiam- 
^R^?<^iJld<>f<^««<4iglto>t»-«i««A  in 

]gMfll^  ^Mittiti^vthafl'it^  itttctMed;  SlhceCannft, 
iSief(ftii4^  l|AUgMk<^  «<ti>tlftt^iil»  >parfc  ^avBeoHfe 
which  had  been  made, '  in  that  Coart,  upon  the  S5th' 
^6f 'tP:Wjii^a(h^''tebiidi  ^Apiil,  in'  ^  btm^^  %fi6i«in 
StCf^tFrajQcls  XJrane^  Knight,  was  plamtiK  i^nst 
William  Hawkes  and  others,  for  making  an,g  y^iil^ji^ 

IB  Rushwortb  s  Hutoncal  ColIectiODS,  part  II.  vol.  I.  p.  802.  . 
n  Prociaiiiati<m  in  (he  library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 


payments  either  of  great  or  small  sums.  m  ^^,~  iy 

kB  i^ptagr  poariM»oM(«i«tha4  f^fimj^.m^^  ^^f^ 

teiiti@e.ftfaarabjr'^.\'.  ^vsn  ? T.-tB'''^"  j*^'  :f.'li  lo  ,ed  o* 
fei(itb^to}ihoyi))OV-]sM^;ff0rri»qy^F»i1^ii^^a^?ffl^ 

solved  to  punish  the  offenders  .•^!W^lyisc(^9^[^ 
lMatMV«diiitQ{4@cltf(»  a|)«),9fyiw«sn^,f^^fij^^  1)^ 

£(t)dfitti)itif«»r  t<^b<r(pii|^ish«rl  ,^^lim^o^tlm¥f^ 

nt  0«»tbe'ltfthii<Mri8^irio]lK«)f«%i$^i^)a[JBe^ 
Jiim>v»aa<piublifthiNl)'t«l  9HMi|l£()^i^$)l<!»]^  fkfiW^ 

<ft£';  •••.!  .1  .-{1,  ,j-u"^'J  .ifirit  at  ^jbr>m  a?')d  bed  ri'jtdvt 


M 


^leiVonatAt 

P  In  the  Library  of  the880dk^(gniiliJip3rijlf^ligtoild^ 

Ru^lrarorih'js  Historical  Collections,  part  11.  vol.  I.  p,  251. 

^.02  q  J  .107   JI  )ii.q  ^fciioiiDaffoj  IjBohoJeiH  ft  fiiToyviii-iiJ?    t 


i  8fi  ANNALS  >OW^  THS'  00INA6E. 

rf«M  of  ^»  Deelfee«%  andgwing  hotise,  ^Bt  vmh- 
ioevcr  'shoiikl  brnig  any  sam  af  l^vvM'FartliiiQg* 
unto  Edward  Lake^  Agent  for  the  Patenttea^  nti* 
lienttn  'Dublin^  he  would  pay  to  him  ^  like  aUm 
kt  "Silver.  And  it  further  declaNd^  ditt^if  Any  pet '^ 
iOB  ehould  counterfeit*  any  of  the  taid  :FarthHig 
Tokens^  or  should  bring,  or  cause  to  l>e%rouglil^ 
into  the  Ktogdom,  any  such  connterfeit  Tbkens^  or 
^shouM  uttier  tbem,  knowing  them  to  be  eounttrfeit, 
then^sudi  person,  so  offending,  should  receive  sucfh 
eensure,  by  k>8S  of  ears,  or  other  corporal  punisfol- 
raent,  as  by  the  Court  of  Castle  Chamber  tber^ 
^^bfeold  be' thought  me^. 

-  ^ And  that  it  ehould  be  lawfel  for  all  Mayors,  4b(k 

^Isid^tiiey 'Were  thereby  comilianded,  to  apprebetidan 

'pitwtis'  whoto  they  should  probably  suspect  to^be 

^tt€^  fkniHterfeiters,  and  also' to  seHae  upoii^ atl  duoh 

itk^UttUsi^it  ^  FbrKhiiigs,  and  en^nes  or  imstrum^fils 

^r  tl^akJng  and  fbrging  the  sattie,  and  to  bmsfk-in 

"^lih^s  tod  utterly  deface  them.    And  kstly,  atl'hfs 

^Majesty'*  loving  sufcjecfei  were  thereby  reqiiircfd  to 

'^ppWhend,  knd  Wing  before  some  of  his  Majesty^s 

ju^lcJes  df  thel'beace,  aH  SUch  persoufl  as  they  shouki 

'knoW^  dv  probdibly  su§pect  of  having  counterfeited, 

l8kf<i.  and  ^f  he  said  justi^^s  }^re  com  manded  to  commit 

to  the  next  shire  gaol  such  ofi^ders,  so  taken,  there 

t6  remain  uhtil  *tHey  should  put  in  security  to  answer 

the  said  offences  in  the  Castle  Chamber,    which 

^lionds,"  together  ^ith  the' fexdihitiations  taken  con- 

cerpihg  the  offenders,  tKe  justices  were  required, 

from  time  to  time,  monthly,  to  return  to  his  Majesty's 


',  i  y     *   ' 


q  llxe  former  part  of  the  Prodaxnatioa  is  in  the  piecwe  wonis. 


AM9MBJ  ikfo^,  togethbr  tritb  the^ilames  (rf  siMii 
cf  the  ofettdeiw  it^,  fer  vrtnt  of  secbtHjF,  ittiMMd 

^On  the  ^4  of  December  foUowrag,  si  Codimittee  of 
the  lt\^  Paritaoieat  for  a  free  eohfefence  haviiq^ 
h&&a  ajipdnited,  to^  coReider  the  transpbrtrtioQ^af 
fdfMign  Gold  'and*  Silver  oitt  of  the  KitigdooH  to 
France,  S|>afii,  and  the  Lovr  CotratPies^-  whereby 
Iftriaod  was  drained  of  its  correia  t  speetea^  Sir  Geoi^ 
Katclifle,  and  th^  rest  of  the  Committee  of  thi 
House  of  Commons,  attended  in  the  room  ap^ 
pointed,  when  the  Lords,  being  in  the  Upper 
House,  came  forth  and  took  their  plaoes.  Sif*  Geotrg^ 
lUOcItfie  di^n,  assisted  by  Mr.  Patrick  Daik^i  and 
^hers>  made  a  learned  and  eloquent  diacoMse^-w 
firhieh  waa  set  forth  how  many  Mtnta  were  anitiepitl^ 
4a  the. Kingdom;  how  thtft^  in  the  .time  of  KJ^ 
Edward  L  the  Ring  had*  ^.3^)00  per  antmmij^ftiAt 
b^the  Mint,  which  waa  nine  thausiaad  Pottods^  ip 
viflae  at  that  time;  thait  the  Mint. cop^nued  imtil 
about  the  reign  of  King  £dwafd.VL ;  and  tj^fffr 
many  weighty  reasons,  conducing  to  the  \^pjiq^j^^^ 
profh  of  the  King  and  his  Dominion  fif  J[r^li^)4».  it 
was  the  desire  of  the  Commoi^s,  that  their  hor^i^^ 
would  join  with  them  in  mofing  hioi  Mtye^ty^  tjbtfjkt 
he  would  be  graciously  pleaysed,  todiuse.a  .A!][v)t,.to 
be  erepted^and  set  up.;  a^,  if  their.  Lorjl^hij^  1^ 
proved  therepfi  that  a  To^th  be  tl^oi^gibt  on,  wl}^ 
would  be  wished  to  hp  t^ie  sfM^o^^  ast  in  J^ngl^nd^;  and 
whether  it  wQuld  be  fijt  an^  Uk?^  ^  ^  ^^  «p,  a.U.H« 
Kiqg'^  chaige,  or  at  the  9*^58?.  ^^  ^^^  .♦»  ^.^"1^9,9- 
dertake  the  same ;  and  if  it  should  be  thought  fit, 

r  nroclamalionr.  Siaoh's  IfiBhCoia8,Appendix,^<>^)^y|J. 


V^  ANNALS  .PIBXat^WBlSAGK. 

iQi||yf)b0fMMCii&(tootl^^  (uii  gs  o^ 

«M1^  GooBtBOfld  mis  ^AnJittedfiinlD  tfafSittOiise^itf 
Lords,  and  Sir  George  Ratcliffe^  ii£9nMd)ibyi<ibini9^ 
olAtiVi  isf r(h^Hlfe|iw  df ijOotDiilOfisy  1  apf^toac^g^  |:he 
QAr^^asrfrvtbKvefdhi^Itoitraii  1^^  smI 

4iisliy.tQ<hffiMtaQ{h  ]/ 13]ejG<9nitaiiiee;deii«^        avfdi 
the  Lord  ChandeUoi^iirlipoi'teditbe  Petition, 
b^rds^v  tedj  fiBOiteGD  thab  ^^die  inwai^'  should;  im  i^re^ 
duMM  t9r*he  LonLIIq^iilgf^^^as  the  i  joint  Aetiofe^bfitb 

nfidt  wsKmccM^ingfy^^pnseDtcd,  «nd  the  Losd  tSkdmh- 
Jtndlobsiedaffdiij(ifa6m  the  iiord^  deputy)  ifo  .t||ue  iidtils 
fsul^fibartlions^-^tbftt^  (his.  Lordsbtp  bad-](eruBM]0fe, 
mtidfo^guM  g^&}LkitheiibeBtifwlheisnoavh^.tixMda. 
4%^  PlatjCidff  1  awbiKy^  <ii%  tOKiiv«i(i^iieiiGef  •  tmosipitl^  ^ t» 
the  King,  who  was  pleased  to  grant  theiii.  veqqi&flj 
Mubtsf  Imierfav  IffietsbaM  togfaeidnmn  cfiirJthat  .feer- 
pAsi^  ^vHdiDgsitx)  bd  eraetofl^jiandqinicti  ather/tpnrptt- 
|lSttwf8)to^beIflitaBd3fioa9dgnig^>te^  to  ttte'per^Mkii^ 
of  that  business.  :^  •  r.  rHi.ni 

9iiiIciQi]^pe^b^3 tfroor/aniiitlai; ' irf ^  lli^^  Lords  jttfi  the 
^^9nuiflv}pi«>(fiifghriki^  totlp^         Deputy  •dti  AtGbda* 
^,t)dm^r«bi^  sftdp^c^iflg^i  tteieb  4tfkeii'  to"  fiM^wmrdiithe 
qfchetQe^omd  tthittndrki^^ectf^ai)u  lAd«n^ 
^IJIir^^f^peFtiqrehititigrttc^  ilj>b«A  %Mii  ideliv^f«^ 

i»i^4iit)fefidMM&i^  ^faniAlbba  BtM^€^  thef  ^maie 

allay,  and,  oP  to^%pcfea^^  iMktwith  >{nR3h  ^i^pids- 
sions  and  stamps,  as  his  Majesty  ^j^m^d  ,4J^t,  or 


so  as  they  shoul^ibensffiiaiai^pfaeiiiteeflUbr 
ihe^wbUiiliite  oihtUr»4i«K^  this  bMeflmUpid^ 

ibtti  KnMttfd  to  £ir  Hainryi JkfVoliiMjbflfldloll^^ 
Mni  iiiiyilifsj^  itad^ikuUng^duAioTabufesiwiirfiiitt^^ 
^IdiAnithH  atid  oth«rs<t9qdlmg(iibG^      i  c  J  jHi 
•dil^  sdt^^  tfcfttipmt  «viist&of  GoIdand)Sil^iMl 
bi»tlsibn(d^b)p^'f^fHringiaiul'^^  tb^aei  MMds 

above  the  fineness  of  the  standard ;  by  tem^molX 
^hflbk  hlbd^  ^vrere^  ^Bold  ab>  miieb  jbi^MforaEbtir  than 
^thdb  tllfiiMli^t  Of  .BstehaAgeicanUti^^ 
4iinhfa^ts^ehial>ufeSrttyfird  QDiiinhatted8iiD(tho<h)tjlMf 
J>f)Bbte^'b|bnios'.^t9Jidn|,«Uhtiifr#imtli^  K6iSK9«>ibhis 
<8bttJ9itejiaiidiiiUojiibef9mtbg{Gold/an^  Mlk 

-!  Tlid[iGodiniianbnd*99tdicififei9Qlwar^ 
:te|«H|ketdiQ  (}»qJ9niaQ^Qi]iB»  firirodiagOTbiw^  fMft 
^«8i^>QtHli;fof  lurklgidigffAheao^EfaMlti^tolQi^^ 
punishment u.  .889ni8ud  isdi  1o 

^a ^  l63ft4fii  J  A)i Prto1a0i8lKd[n£;vv»bi%si}»i^(|tppaItbe 
•]rftth>ctfiJbf^i])&cibHMdki^A^J*Mri|pi3i« 
alii>it>«f  4W  Goift.  sbiil  rBoaitefi)£<^bfis  Bml«iir^i1id,  tlv 
bd^^fo)iistiktng^ipf^oMifMiSiIyi»ljTbii^ 
ovegn^JtheifaflQlefiarltlie  titnf((taideint99qiifri|l{9te 

sltma  wdM  <tee$toted«  aiidtjliwte  ^lM4Meii^if;ie|ftiV 
b«l^  li^C!oina»'te3gta|tf|a6li^;  ^»fliQ{)U/ afi4  jgilstr 

Xh|[lMdi<mfecdai«aAa(d^  bus  .vsiiB 

«  Fat.  11  Qmrlet  I^.  5.  m.  14«  dors.    Rvmer,  XIX.  p.  €i6. 


»  ProclamamiMelil^^'WtWS^^^ 


lis  AMMAL8  'M}P  im  iCOlMAGE. 

^'lOn  tlieis»6lb^  ii  CdmmiMbn  pMied 4li» Sei4  for 
^  «(>poiHtiiMnt  of  pei«oiii^  to  taity  itito  exeeniUm 
the  provisions  of  the  foregoing  Proclamation )  wMi 
povfm  to  comnit  those  who  sbonM  reiiise  to  give 
answer  to  such  interrogatories  as  the  CommissioMn 
sfaonU  sea  fit  to  put  to  them  y. 
'^  Gteat  quantities  of  oouoterfeit  Farthing  Tokens 
l^ng  at  tbia  time  in  circahtion,  it  was  declared  by 
Prodamation,  dated  upon  the  1st  of  March,  that 
ao  Faiibing  Tokens  should  be  paid  or  received,  in 
Bi^^Iand  or  Ireland,'  except  such  as  had  been  made, 
or  shouM  hereafter  be  made,  by  the  late  King,  or  by 
hi$  present  Majesty.  And  that  if  any  of  them 
should  be  counterfeited,  or  any  counterfeit  Tokens^  ^ 
OH^ay  Copper  Pieces  made  for  the  use  of  th0  realm 
of  Scotland,  or  any  foreign  parts,  should  be  veuted 
OF  iKsed,  then  in  all  such  cases  the  persons  wiHlngly 
<Mr  knowingly  offending  therein,  should  be  proceeded 
agaimt  aecording  to  die  laWs,'and  as  transgriessors  of 
hii^  Majesty's  authority  and  I'oyal  prerogative, 
t  It  was  also  declared  to  be  illegal  to  compel  any 
persona  if>  take  apy  Farthing  Tokens  against  their 

And  to  the  end  that  those  hereafter  to  be  made 
mig^  be  distinguished  from « such  as  were  counter- 
fcitad,  Erections  weie  given  to  H^nry  Lord  Matra- 
vi^s,  and  Sir  Francis  Crane,  Knt.  Chancellor  of.  the 
mostmoble  order  pf  the  Garter,  (who  had,  under  bis 
]|(a^8ly,  the  eare  an^  nmOagenoent  of  that  business) 
4ta|t  they*  should  oauserthe  laid  Farthing  Tokens  to 
be  made  with  such  a  distinction  of  Brass  as  would 

y  Fat.- 11  Charles.  I.  p.  9.  m.  4.  dors.    Rymer,   XIX  p. 

T35.  ;''■''.■•*       ■ 


iktMy  taAt  ikmi  :ta^  aU.«diei>%  md 

tbttebjr^  £(«e  tte  people  ftocn'  being  mijr.  kngec 

The' ProdtnHttion  suthoriBcd  t&ef&  Token*  tor 
pais  wkhin  the  realms  of  EnglaMl  and  Ireland^  and. 
the  dominion  of  Wales,  fori  the  value  of  Tarttiingty 
to  foe  used  only  for  exchange  in  small  avmit  for  the 
eaee  and  convenience  of  those  who  ihoald  be  willing' 
to  accept  the  tame.  And  it  was  likewiae  drdend^ 
that  the  said  Farthing  Tokens,  and  alao  those  foiw 
Bderiy  made,^  either  by  the  late  King  or  by  bia  pre« 
sent  Majerty,  should  be  from  time  to  time  reehatlgedl 
into  the  current  Money  of  the  said  kin^Aom^  lor 
^eease  of  those  who  should  require  such  exchange. 
And  all  persons  were  required  to  take  notice  of  the 
said  alteration  of  the  Farthmg  Tokens,  and  also  of 
bk  Majesty*^  care  for  the  rediange,  which  it  was 
hi^  wil!  should  be  so  guided  and  goV^ned,  that 
those  who  received  the  said  Tokens  in  the  nse  of 
their  trades  might  not  be  put  to  Toss  thereby,'  nor 
yet  any  be  encouraged,  under  hope  of  the  same,*  to 
get  into  their  hands  greater  proportion  at  the  said 
Tokens  than  might  well  serve  for  their  necessary 
use  and  occasions  *.  '  '  ' 

1637.  In  Hilary  Term,  this  year,  a  comj^aint 
was  exhibited  in  the  Star  Chamber,  by  iftr  John 
Bankes,  Knt.  Attorney  Getieral,  against  Hehhr 
fVitter,  Henry  Sweeting,  Peter  Hem,  John  Tftrry, 
Arnold  Brames,  Isaac  Gold;' Randkl  Crew,  Francis 
Brogden,   Luke  Lee,  TimAthy  Eman,  John  Per- 

2  .They  were  accordingly  made  of  Copper^  as  before^  with  a 
small  piece  of  Brass  in  the  centre, 

»  Proclamation  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries. 
See  abo  Pait  11  Charks  I.  p.  1.  m.  17.    Rymer,  XIX.  p.  7<0. 


il^  ANKAL8  ^nmOBiftmiNAGE. 

melting  down  his  Majesty's  Mone^r  ^  krfoi  NiBniiiQo^ 
Mint  for  Gold  and  Silver.  >  -I  .^i  :  :mi»  ^  '.li  .^.n 

Cd^  ^al*gfe^'0^4fif^it%oglmiTiite^ 

^ti^  ^bri^(Md^§tid  Sil^  ind  then  btatadifliafcithiei 
jga«blf!r  ib(k%^miMiti'ded.  baA  kogi»3(fedoag«fintt*i]M» 
PraeUiBbiibt^and^Qtrtklttr  {)«^  didicBt^  '^ 

Ib^Jd  5^1^41/ v«be^Kkfgi  WHiofepiidiibited  dseicBD^ 
i^j9igidf^MdiWjSUiir6r<^oa«eoeith0  naoimy  &o<.'A^;n^ 
)^  Qfl^nlMitiM  i»J4fi)^m(|  tkmt&m^ng,MBntl 

IBfcNK  .EttiaA^«?i6(H>^tiit  iMhtmi  ^ftMiii  ifi9^  :^  4f»i? 
^  VgSPi/tJi&i^tf  eii^h^>  hiwMr^Milstoiciiill  and.  mM^ui^. 
Jif^  lMknd^/4bMi^nmatSbi&ing8iaiKl>Si 
4Kdl%feM^  bn^dfbrattrdtqB^  themi  J»y  the  tBHiQe1aba> 
profit  of  tbree  per  cent.,  it  being  usual  to  find  four- 

4g.!4Ql60fi|u.]M  el§14  .B^WP^ted-  .M^»%^  Smu^l 


dtherrte  tranapa«^  ritrjiimsdA?  oiip.<to*ifoiiAifh,.traB^ 

*^  ^tat :  Peny nt* oboQghtr  belwry^  /Gfiglifb  Goinv  an^. 
mdted  it  into  Bullion.  ^^  r  {.  .<  <•<  »  '  "T/T 
Gutter,  ^weelingrlfam^>T«rvjo  BiMOAf,  fiimm^ 
flBd«Te0r)m>^ivtre  wntenctA^^o  be^Hrtninitted  la  th^ 
Btebt:  Hem,  Terrf,  Md  I^n;  to^tfiAdd^jiAM^ 
aM&7|r  fivantes  ^;l4MiO  ;<.  «Fattev.rr,a«4MtSvHf^^^ 
^.560  etohr;  rod  Benrynv  i^wYOOw  »  GpillAfilO^f? 
ami  Ln  #et«:OMinQtodiof  IpviMg^Arniedtmi^  Hf  4lft 
Kingdbm;  aevem^  maiLanmsTaod^-qiiaillatMSif^ft)]^ 

donsLHiirbiiooldie  Km^ 

cte^V^P^^  dtti>  tl^i^r^Jmd  rtmiMportii^  .^ffji  )«^ 
qiumlftfties^  ami  46ihe.«M08akiw  qMn^  ^iN^i^tMiyf 
r^Qittfl'tihd>oarpj»ingtviitj«$iQifi.r^  Q<!pifft 

didUfmteflor^vat  tfaatrAkne,(^te.ic9ii9iim4ll6i9$r9ll4jt 


•*  *. 


<i  ti 


^.^i^^5'^  ^sft  spirit  1o  titoiq 
.^  P  ..yji^lejL  admits  that  thii  chargge  was  true/ and  that  lie  war 

informed  s^nst  in  the  Star'^^f^ietmberran^  unLVisl/Ke^^^     iS^ 

t^^tx'^e^;  fof 'refiralt^'ti^^ywer  r<i)8Mai^ 

ppftofiM^i9f;B4lli^^iJMMyir,tf<af)^  fHf!>iMM^ 

^covecy  to  t|ie  Commona  of  England  Ipw,  they  have  been 


Declaration  to  the  R%ht  Uonoanble.(|9j|aj^.fMn6WMIfl|}i 


l§tt  ANNALS .  or  nV ' tX>INAGE. 

akd  4i«charg€d <>.         ■*   .  ^ 

'  Great  ineonwnienc^  hinriiig  ariien  frott  4ie  -pvioS 
tice  of  reekoning  the  accdunts  of  tlie  Ktng*0  Be« 
venues  m  Irefand  by  Irish: '  Money,  (of  Hatjiis,) 
which  was  a  fourth  part  less  thAn  steriing  fingibb; 
yHbereby  it  sonvetimes  'happened,  that  bk  Majc^ty^a 
IVocesa  to  Sb^tfib  being  issued  in  l^iat  manAetv 
th/dat  officers,  in'  some  parts,  levied  sterling  Engliih 
Jilfonejr-  instsead  of  Irish,  and.  thereby  <over-cbargQd 
one^fOurtb  pisit  more  than  ought  to  have  been  •paid'; 
km  order  to*  obviate  such  abuses,  and  also  the  unear«* 
tttinty  which'  had  sometimes  occurred  respeeiing 
bonda  and  othar  i^reements,  it  was  declared  1^ 
Frodam^tion>  on  (he  6th  of  April,  that  from  a^d 
fliler  the  HOtb  -day  of  Mov4;b,  fH*eceding  the  date  "Of 
thB^  Proobtmatioii,  all  the  accouiPits,  receipts,  pvfrw 
mettisvend  issues  of  his  Majesty V  Monies,'  in  Ire*^ 
knd^  isbould"  pass,  and  be  accountaUi^,  in  English 
Mon^y^  and  not,  as  bad  been  formerly  used,  in  Irish 
Money  i'iva;.  accounting  twelve  Pence  sterlfhg  for 
sixteen  Pence.  Iris]^  and  so  pro  rata  for  grater  or 
kmnsrjyiiBis^^  And:  that  all  reisords  to  be  made  .by,: 
froin,  and  aftbr  tbe  said  time^  ef  any  of  his  Majea^'^i 
M<)nie^,  or  debts,  and  all  extracts,  of  what  kind  and 
nature  syeyer,  of  any  debts  due  to,  his  Majesty,  and 
alji  sucyeys,..  ioquMi)tioios»  and  other  records  wbatso-i, 
evtr^ofiheiild.'iie  in&mf  tbencefiMth  retiimed,  andk 
made  up,  ttck^ti^^  ^smd  actbtinttd  in' English  Mo-^ 
n^Vv  according  to  tlhe  rat e  aforesaid',"  aiid  not  as  had 
bee^i  formerly*  And, .pat  all  processi^^  of  wwt  nar, 
tiAm4aever,i8Suiog>»f(^tt^said  linMs,;for  «ny  dtbte^^ 


JESnglifh  Money^  according  to  tho  T$tfi  2ibq^Maamr 
timtdi.iai^ti^X  t^U  icf  96irv«(n>ii  ^  r^^ts^  bUUr  bands, 
&c.&c.aft^th&irt  dayof  May  followingrto  bt  mad* 
aojd Mnti^ted >^|tH|een party  midpfoty ^  fpr Momest 
•hptlld  l^^nd^stopd  and  iotei;pmtfdtobe  KogUi^ 
thwgb  the  wme  afaould  not  hwn  the  w/^nd  eterlim^ 
pr  £i^ish»  addfd  tp  th? in»  and  (bat  t^ey  ahpuld  b^ 
9C0((rdingly  so  ad^udg^  by  all  hia  Majeoly'a  Judg^ 
and  0tber9 wbotn  it  might; conoerii, mndasoften aa  aiijf 
QOnlSroverBy  of  that  kind  ahouid  arise  bafore  them  ^« 
.  On  the  satb  of  Jnly  a  M'mt  waa  eatabliab^d  in 
the  Gaatla  of  Aberistwith^in  the  Couoty  of  Cardigan 
and  Pnnm|iality  of  Waka,  for  the  pwpote  laf  lefior 
iog  and  oaining  the  Silver  drawn  froai  the  MinM  ift 
that  Ffino^^ity^  the  Coiw  to  be  joaai^ked  on  bo4Al 
aidft  mth  the  feathers,  foe.  a  olear  diimAce  fixMA 
0th^« Monies..'  The  Indenture  with  Mr«  Bushdb 
Mastar  "and  Worker  of  the  Mint,  hom  the^  affme' 
date>  aad  a^thoriftad  h\fn  to  coini  Half  C^oims3/Shi|/ 
lin^.  Half  Shillings,  Twopenny  Pieoes,  and  Peimi^ 


-d  Proclatoati^n.  SimOn'*  Appendix,  fi^XLV.  *  ' 
1iim4tk  snyd,  that  the  meaning  of  Ibis  Proclaoiatiiilii  in^  ttiliP 
xmiktmooii  9qme  peiaom  bciffg  of  ^piaaoii*  thitt«llsifc»taj|iia 
or  ip^able  to  th#  Crpwn  h^Gte,  of^ht  ta  h^w  t^^n  paidU  »Wf^ 
tliat  time;,  at  tbe  rate  of  one  j^n^li^h  Shilling;^  instead  of  twelve 
Pence  Irish.  But  surely  those  persons  could  never  have  read 
the  Proclamation;,  which  &TWy'cleirty  wordfad ;  or  if  th^lued 
read  it,  and  yet  could  so  ntamcferst^  it,  f  qu4stU«i  iehalhar 
tlwIiroHW  hftJQ|u<*  <HiUgMeiie^]by  idip  f0]kyiifio^{ws8^«A»«)i 
krquotei^faMhi^t  purp98Q^,fr<jm  Lord  ^ar^rd's  I^Uerf,  tpl, 
11.  pp.  90^  103.  '^  All  accounts  in  the  Exphequer,  and  a^  pay- 
anents  upon  contracts,  betvHxt  m'sLn'^nd  man,  are  now  reduced 
ipta  fterUng  Money,  so  as-het^isiK^/V^-'tAUn  not  n^ed,  fUt 
distinction,  to  add  Irish  or  sterling,  for  all  hereafter  is  to  be 
understood  aftaif  ttib  Enflish  accounts,  twenty  ^ShUKogs  in  the 
pound."    [Essay on  Iri^h  Coins^  page  47] 


l#e  AMKAJU9  OP  nn  fooc&ci. 

LaiidM.    Atid  hfz  dbmmMfoa  <iited  on  the  SSd 
of  Octdnfr  tie  <rto  cmpoireredl  to  adMl  Grotte,  llirw^ 
penny  Pieoes,  and  IbM^iofftBiV 
:   The  grant  to  SirTlibmas  AjrIeslMirf,  Knt  "(which 
hore  date  ujkin  the  80th  of  Oetoher,  l6$9^)  of  thi» 
office  of  making  and  attiaing  the  Money  weights^ 
fMuiy  oh  the  1  iKth  of  October,  in  this  year,  renewed 
to  hitn  and  to  bis  son  Witliam  Aylesbury.     It  gate 
i^tbem  the  age^iicyfbr  tfie  sde  making,  iitterii^ 
wiA  TeudiiigaHeounterpoizes,  or  weights,  and  gfains, 
imd  fatf  ^  i^jHtiving  and  allowing  all  balances  for 
Ms  iMajest)r*s  Coins  or  Money  of  Gold,    within 
Bnghmd  and  Ireland,  for  the  term  of  thdr  lives  '. 

10!S8.  On  thi^  91st  of  March  ^  East  India 
QHnpaoy  agaiiti  petitioned  to  be  allowed  to  export 
Gold.  But,  as  in  their  former  l^tition  of  the  25tfi 
ofSeptember^  1033;  they  stated  that  Gold  was  ne^ 
eeiiary  to  them,  because  it  was  more  sought  for 
tiian  Silver  in  the  East,  so  now  they  assigned  a  to- 
tally different  reason  for  their  Petition ;  namely,^ 
tba^  Royals  of  Eight  were  so  scarce,  in  the  Kii^^ 
doflB^  that  they  ODuld  not  f^irnish  themselves  with 
stoh  a  proportbn  of  that  species  as  their  occassons 
required,  and  therefore  they  prayed  that  they  might 
be  permitted  to^  buy  up  ^.^0,000  of  foreign  of 
Eni^iah^  Gold^  and  to  export  the  same ;  which. 
was  granted  to  them  if. 

1639,  In  the  Parliament  which  met  at  Edin-: 
brfigh  in  this  year, .  t,he .  Scotch  denianded  certain 
articlei  of  the  King ;  one  of  which  was,  that  the 

•  Folkes^  p.  89.    See  a  more  full  account  in  the  particular 
histKN^  of  the  respective  Mints. 
f  Ryver,  vol.  XX«  page  900. 
.f  fitt.  14  C  I-ip.  44.  ai.  5.    Rfiner,  vd.  XX.  p.  998. 


jgr iingfltf t»!tti%f J^Ntii^  -r»if M  thii»  atta«i|ifr>l» 

the  Coin,  it  is  a  ptmm^M^i^^iS^lli^  ^fi*f 

<¥«l«^>  ,^;.JU>nidoiv-.^ll^sipjtl),„«^  l»lm^Mml 
^fn^mn  »»dog&,  ^)triiboi^f  ji^fi  i  v^\9itfficiftam!faHl^ 

•^i||i4<;^i>t|Mmwi^<r4l9rc4^fi;i')d  ,«i<;«lJ  oJ  x***"** 

./,<2<t'UAef84idv9Att4)«i#ai!Rie,jf»tt)titHitifr«9v{i0fisi|) 
H»Mr«lbe  fqDTcpWbsiiHiii  hftd  hwRilvrotishtfifeili  i(ttM 

vtMtoefi)«Miiifto«til56im(th9(fliubiui(Fi  fe^iitpMllitt(«otf 

tj^t  -tbeyi^siMikild .  p»yi  i^ilNAo1»f94il)nqp^Htoitft>«t 
sbott}4/^t^.  intn-jbcindg  o^jx8(ir(0Qfl  4»fiim«iwfitttf 

quired  K  .»  uif>i!*  oJ  b^Jrt«;|  •«* 


r-uffAmons  jdornaia,  voirri.  p. 

dowu  into  the  ooantrr.  uDon  their  occaiions,  givioe  hgitd.to 
appear  at  five  days  warning.    [Cpminpns.  JournsRsl  ^'^JLj'i 

,  .Of*  sr^tq  .XX  .Iw  ,i»«ta  ' 


vot.j,^.^  wKX  .to»  ,wmin   ^  .m  »»  <|  I  .:>  *l  Jifl  « 
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l€40«  Tbf  King's  necessities  aow  became  so 
Tiilgent,  tbt^t  in  the  inooth  of  July  be  gave  orders  to 
sei^e  upon  the  Bullion  in  the  Mint  at  the  Tower^ 
whiph  had  been  brought  from  beyond  sea  to  be 
coined  there  K  This  gave  a  great  alarm  to  the  Spa* 
nish  Merchants  and  others^  with  which  they  were^ 
obliged  forthwith  to  acquaint  their  correspondents 
and  partners. abroad,  and  they  likewise  niade  an  im* 
mediate  address  to  his  Majesty,  humbly  declaring, 
that  sudh  an  example  would  for  ever  after  hinder 
the  bringing  of  Bullion  into  the  Tower,  and  would 
prove  to  his  Majesty's  great  prejudice,  not  only  by 
the  loss  of  the  coinage  of  Bullion,  but  also  in  his 
reputation  (his  faith  being  pledged  for  the  freedoai 
of  Merchants  to  bring  in  their  Bullion  to  the  Tower, 
and  freely  to  carry  the  same  out  again).      So  the. 

1  This  seizure  of  the  Money  ia  the  Mint,  was  stated  as  one 
of  fitany  obstnictions  to  the  freedom  and  fullness  of  trade  ia  the 
Ci^,  of  London,  in  a  petition  which  was  presented  by  dirers 
citizens  of  that  City,  to  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  Parliament 
assembled,  on  the  24th  of  April,  1641. 

It  was  there  said,  that  the  stopping  of  Money  in  the  Mint, 
which  till  then  was  accounted  the  safest  place,  and  surest  staple 
in  tiiese  plirts  of  the  world,  did  still  hinder  the  importation  o£ 
Bullion.  Rushworth  says  it  wais  subscribed  by  20,000  persons 
of  good  ranH  and  quality.   [Parliamentary  Hist  vol.  IX  p.  265.]< 

Mr.  Malone  says,  "  It  is  well  known  that  previous  to  the  yea** 
1640,  the  Mint  was  the  usual  place  of  deposit  for  the  running 
cash  of  Merchants.  The  sdzure  of  the  Money  there  by  Charies  !, 
destroyed  for  ever  the  credit  of  the  Mint."  [Inquiry  into  tbe 
authenticity  of  the  Shakespeare  MSS.  page  383.J  It  would  hate 
been  well  if  some  proof  had  been  given  of  a  &ct  to  publickly 
known,  as  this  custom  of  lodgti^  cash  in  the  M?nt  is  said,  to  be. 
As  it  ilppears  l!rom  the  text,.  theBuUidn  wes  brottght  tnto  the 
MtAt  for  the  express  purpose  of  its  being  coined  into*  Money, 
and  not  with. tbe  intentk>n  of  placing  it  there  to  be  drawn  out 
as  occasion  might  require. 


CHAltLES   I.  lj&5 

result  of  that  tdtay*s  debate  at  the  Couilrcil  was, '  that 
the  ovrners  of  the  Bullion,  which  had  been  seized, 
shmrld  be  desired  to  let  the  King  have  5^.40,000'. 
of  it,  being  the  third  part  of  the  Money  in  the  Mint, 
and  his  Majesty  tendered  /them  security  for  the  pajr- 
ment  thereof,  with  interest,  by  his  Farmers  of  the 
Customs,  whose  security  the  Merchants  did  accept, 
and  accommodated  his  Majesty  with  the  sum  i*e-' 
quired,  which  was  afterwards  duly  repaid  to  them  ; 
and  thereupon  the  Council  ordered,  that  the  foreign 
post,  which  was  stayed  upon  the  seizbre  of  the  Mint, 
should  be  at  liberty  to  carry  letters  beyond  seas. 

About  the  same  time  the  King  bought  up  a  large 
quantity  of  pepper,  upon  credit,  and  sold  it  again 
immediately  at  a  much  undervalue. 

But  these  ways  of  getting  Money  were  but  shifts 
to  stop  one  leak  in  twenty  in  the  ship,;  for  that  no- 
thing  but  a  standing  supply  could  constantlykeep 
up  an  army  in  good  order  and  reputation;  and 
thereupoi>  it  was  debated  at  the  Council  to  mix 
Silver  and  Copper  together,  and  to  coin  to  the  value 
of  ^.300^000.  The  Coin  to  be  such,  that  three 
Pence  in  Silver,  added  to  a  quantity  of  Copper, 
should  be  made  to  go  current  for  twelve  Pence"*. 
And  that  it  should  be  declared  by  Proclaihation, 
that  ii  should  be  current  Money  to  pay  the  army, 
marching  to  Newcastle. 

This  business  held  several  days  debate,  yet  at  last 

m  This  was  considered  as  so  uapofmlar  a  measure,  tkat<  Sir 
Kalfih  Frocfiian,  Master  of  the  Mint,  ^declared  to  Lord  StiafiPord, 
that  the  senranls  in  the.  Mint  House  wouM  refuse  to  work  the 
Copper  Moneys  to*  which  the  Barl  replied^  that/then  it  wer e^ 
weU  to  aend  those  servants  to  the  Hoiib6<  of  Cdrrection^  [State 
Trials  J  yoI.  I.  p.  751.] 

O  2 
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his  Majesty  and  the  Council  thought  fit  to  hear  Sir 
Thomas  Roe's  judgment  and  opinion  upon  it,  he: 
beiog  a  person  well  experienced  in  the  Coins  of 
Sweden  and  other  foreign  parts ;  who  being  permit- 
ted  to  speak  his  opinion,  declared  that  such  a  mea- 
sure would  intrench  very  far  both  into  the  honour 
and  justice  and  also  into  the  profit  of  the  King"^, 

Ludlow  says   Brass  Money   was  projected,  and 
some  prepared,  but  that  project  took  no  eflfect®. 

n  Rushworth's  Hist.  Collections,  part  II.  vol.  II.  p.  1216. 
Rushworth  gives  Sir  T.  Roe*s  Speech  at  length,  and  it  is  verba- 
tim the  same  u^ith  one  which  is  printed  as  being  delivered  by 
Sir  Robert  Cotton,  sCt  I  he  Council  Table,  on  the  2d  of  September 
in  the  second  year  of  the  King ;  [see  Cottoni  Posthuma,  p.  285.] 
4Uid  I  cannot  but  believe  it  to  be  really  his,  because  the  purport 
of  it  well  agrees  with  the  then  intended  enhancing  of  the  Coins. 
The  arguments  apply  only  to  a  small  alteration  in  the  standard, 
and  are  by  no  means  r^ferrible  to  such  a  violent  measure  as  that 

•  •  .  ' 

which  is  stated  above  in  the  text.  T^ey  are  also  applied,  by  the 
speaker. hiu^^lf,  to  Coins  of  both  Gold  and  Silver,  whereas  the 
|)rQj)9sed  debasement  was  of  the  Silver  only. 

vSir .Thomas  Roe's  Speech  was  printed  in  1641,  and  Cottoni 
Posthuipa  in  1651,  These  dates  come  so  near  to  each  other, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  the  appropriation  of  so  remark- 
able a  speech  to  two  different  persons. 

o  Mempirs,  vol.  I.  page  9. 

The  26th  article  against  Lord  Strafford,  charged  him,  that 
having,  by  his  wicked  councils,  brought  his  Majesty  to  excessive 
cliarges,  without  any  just  cause,  he  did  (for  the  support  of  the 
said  great  charges)  counsel  and  approve  two  dangerous  and 
wicked  projects,  viz.  to  seize  upon  the  Bullion  and  the  Mon«y 
in  the  Mint,  and  tO'  imbase  his  Majesty's  Coin  with  mixtures  of 
Brass. 

That  wji^n  E^nlJion  and  Money  wei'e  accordingly  seized  to  the 
amount  of  i)^130,000,  and  the  Merchants,  and  others,  to  whom 
they  belonged,  came  to  his  house,  and  represented  to  him  the 
great  mischiefs  that  course  would  produce,  he,  the  Earl,  tald- 
them,  that  the  City  of  London  dealt  undutifully  and  unthank- 
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1641.  It  therefore  became  necessary  to  devise 
other  means  to  raise  a  supply ;  and  accordingly,  on 
the  2d  of  June,  it  was  moved  in  the  Goraroons,  that 
in  respect  Money  could  not  be  procured  so  suddenly 
as  was  required,  there  might  be  an  order  taken  for 
the  melting  of  a  proportion  of  Plate,  and  turning  it 
into  Coin :  which  was  well  liked,  and  referred  to  a 
Committee  p. 

On  the  fourth  of  the  same  month,  divers  Gold- 
smiths were  sent  for  to  attend  the  Committee,  to 
resolve  what  sort  of  Plate  might  be  melted  down 
with  the  least  loss.  Also  the  Minters  attended,  to 
certify  what  expedition   they  could   make  for  the 

*  ■  •  , 

fulJy  with  his  Majesty  j  and  that  they  were  more  ready  to  help' 
the  rebels,  than  to  help  his  Majesty ;  and  that  if  any  hurt  came 
to  them,  they  might  thank  themselves  ^  and  that  it  was  the 
course  of  other  Princes  to  make  use  of  such  Monies  to  serve 
tl^ir  occasions. 

That  when  the  Officers  of  his  Majesty's  Mint  came  to  him  and 
gave  him  divers  reasons  against  the  imbasing  the  said  Money, 
he  told  them,  that  the  French  King  did  use  to  send  commissa- 
ries of  horse  with  commission  to  search  into  men's  estates,  and  to 
j)eruse  their  .accounts,  that  so  they  might  know  whrat  to  l^vy  of 
them  by  force,  which  they  did  accordingly  levy.  And  turning 
to  Lord  Cottington,  then  present,  «aid,  that  this  was  a  point 
worthy  of  his  Lordship  s  consideration ;  meaning,  this'  course 
of  the  French  King  to  levy  Monies  by  force  was  a  point  worthy 
of  his  Lordship's  consideration.     [State  Trials,  vol.  1.  p.  7^0] 

Thei  Earl  stated^  in  bis  defence,  that  he  advised  neither  of 
tho6^  projects ;  but  it  being  debated  in  Council  whether  it  were 
better  for  the  King  to  raise  Gold  and  Silver,  or  to  coin  base 
Money,  he  (for  the  reasons  then  given)  delivered  his  opinion  for 
the  latter.  And  as  to  the  words  stated  to  have  been  spoken  by 
him,  he  denied  them,  as  either  never  having  been  spoken  by 
him,  or  not  with  the  intention  imputed  to  them.  [State  Trials^ 
vol.  L  p.  735.] 

P  Rushworth's  Hist.  Collections,  part  111,  vol.  I.  p.  280. 
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cdfrting  df^  it.  And  agreed,  that  for  relieving  the 
present  necessity  of  Moneys  a  proportion  of  Plate 
should  be  melted  for  Coin^  and  that  the  same  should 
be  Trencher  Plate;  and  Dish  Plate;- ajid  that  all 
persons  from  whom  any  such  Plate  should  be  taken 
-should  have>  security  for  it,  to  be  repaid  either  in 
Plate  or  Money  *i* 

'    Accordingly  a  Bill  was  read  in  the  Commons, 

iipon  the  ninth  of  that  month,  for  the  meltmg  a 

iquantity  of  Plate  to  be  turned  into  Coin.     It  pro- 

''Vfded  that  every  one  who  had  twenty  Pounds  worth 

bf  Plate  should  send  half  of  it  to  be  coined,  and.  in 

khe  mean  time  to  have  security  and  interest  for  the 

forbearance.     Such  as  lived  within  ten   miles  of 

^Loflddn  were  to  send  their  Plate  within  four  days; 

within  twenty  miles  in  fourteen  days ;  and  those 

who  lived  within  sixty  miles  within  twenty  days. 

>(Alftdr  s6lt)Te  debate  it  was  referred  to  a  Committee^ 

oiliid  the  Wdrden  of  the  Mint,  and  other  officers, 

XWrth 'the  Company  of  Goldsmiths,  were  ordered  to 

^attbnd  that  Committee  on  the  Friday  following'. 

ii^'-Oti  the  9th  of  July  the  Committee  to  which  the 

^'feiisirre^s  =fedfifcernirtg  the  transportation  of  Gold  had 

^^b^tt  re^rrfed  wai^  ordered  to  make  a  report*. 

'  '  But  It  sAibtfId  seem  that  neither  that,  nor  the  Bill 
^'ftJr  4*>ringittg-in  of'  Plate,  was  proceeded  with  any 
^tiivt^Aet;  khd  their  feilure  was  probably  occasioned 
'%5^thfel  jealousy  Which  the  ParKameht  entertained 
bf  the  Kirig,  ftnd  tHe  disputes  (which  at  last  termi- 
nated so  fatally)  having  at  this  time  arisen  to  a  con- 
^  sldierable  height. 

^.    «i  ^V»ahwprth;s  Hist.  CoHeijtions,  par^  III.  vol.  I.  p.  281. 

,       r  Id.  p.  !283.  »  Commms  Journals,  vol.  II.  p,  197. 
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The  Scotch,  who  in  the  year  1^39  demanded  that 
the  Coin  should  not  be  meddled  with  without  the  con- 
sent of  Pariiament,  and  were  answered  that  the  Coin- 
age was  the  King's  peculiar  prerogative,  were  either  not 
satisfied,  or  else  concluded  that  the  peculiar  situation 
in  which  the  King  was  at  this  time  placed  would 
oblige  him  to  comply  with  their  request,  and  there- 
fore, on  the  1st  of  ApriJ  in  this  year,  they  again  ex- 
pressed their  desire  concerning  the  Copper  Coins. 
To  which  it  was  answered,  that  whereas  the  Scottish 
Commissioners  had  represented  to  his  Majesty,  the 
great  prt?judice  sustained  by  the  Kingdom  of  Scot- 
land, through  the  coining  of  Copper  Money,  which 
had  passed  there,  for  a  long  time,  for  seven  times, 
and  above,  as  much  as  the  true  value  and  worth 
thereof,  contrary  to  the  continual  custom  of  that, 
Kingdom,  and  therefore  desiring  that  no  Copper 
Money  should  be  coined  hereafter,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Estates  convened  in  Parliament,  urho 
might  remedy  the  present  prejudices  the  Country 
sustained  thereby ;  and  who,  upon  good  considera- 
tion of  the  necessity  thereof  in  time  to  come,  nijght 
appoint  such  a  competent  proportion  as  ^hould.loe 
fit,  as  the  Country  should  require,  for  the  use  of 
the  poor,  and  for  change  in  buying' and  seltingirom- 
modities ;  and  that  the  same  should  not  pass  but 
according  to  the  intrinsic  value  thereof,  with  the 
allowance  of  a  tenth  part,  or  $uc)i  a  proportion  as 
the  Parliament  should  think  fit  to  allow  for  the  im- 
pression, and  workmanship  in  coining.  His  Ma- 
jesty was  therefore  graciously  pleased^to  recomnoend, 
to  the  ensuing  Parliament  of  Scotland,  the  whole 
matter  of  Copper  Coins,  and  remitted  to  their  con- 
sideration to  take  such  order  therein  as  they  should 
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think  fitting;  not  only  conceraing  the  Copper  Coins 
to  be  coined  hereafter^  but  also  the  Copper  Money 
.already  coined,  how  the  same  should  take  vent^  and 
pass  in  payment  in  time  coming,  conform  to  the 
paper  of  the  ninth  of  June  last^ 

On  the  10th  of  August  the  Commas  made  an 
order,  similar  to  that  which  was  made  by  the  Lords 
upon  the  sixth  ;  namely,  that  it  ^as  not  the  inten- 
tion of  the  tiouse  to  stay  or  seize  any  foreign  Bul- 
lion or  Coin,  imported,  or  to  be  imported,  into  the 
Kingdom ;  but  that  all  liberty  should  be  as  fuJly 
used  at  that  time,  as.  in  any  former  times  whatso- 
ever ^. 

In  a  remonstrance  which  the  Parliament  pre^ 
sented  to'^the  King,  at  Hampton  Court,  up^n.  the 
1st  of  December,  they  upbraided  him  with  his  vio- 
lation of  the  publick  faith,  as  weU  as  of  private  inte^ 
rest,  in  seizing  the  Money  and  Bullion  in  the  Mint ; 
,and  also,  that  the  whole  Kingdom  was  like  to  be 
robbed  at  once,  in  that  abominable  project  of  Brass 
Money  ^. 

About  this  time  i^ir  William  Balfour,  Knt.  was 
removed  fmtn  ^fris  place  of  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower, 
and  Colonel  Lunsford  was  appointed  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  ^^d  of  DeQ€a[nber,  the,  Commons,  in  con- 

sequenf^  ,of  a  Petiti<wvfr<>^»  ^^  ^^*y  ^^  London,*  pro- 
posed, to  the  Lords  to  join  with  them  in  a  Petition 
to  the  Kii^  to' remove  Colonel  LunsfoTd3  and  to  put 
5ir  John  Coniers  \^  his  room.  This  the  Lords 
refused,  as  being  contxi*ry  to  the  King's  preroga- 
tive, /'i''  ^•■-  '-'-■'  ^  »'^-''"'' 

t  RushwortH'^^iiis4.  C<»iL90tioflB^  .part  III.  vol.  L  p.  36^. 

u  Commons  Journals,  vol.  II.  p.  250. 

»  Riishworth's  Hist.  Collections,  part  III.  vol.  I.  p.  441. 
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The  Commofis  on  this  refotati  passed  the  follow- 
ing Vote,  —  That  this  House  holds  Colonel  Luns- 
ford  unfit  to  be,  or  to  continue.  Lieutenant  of  the 
Tower,  as  being  a  person  whom  the  Commons  of 
England  cannot  confide  in;  and  at  a  con(erEnoe* 
with  the  Lords  they  assigned  these  reasons  for  his 
removal. — ^That  they  had  already  found  ill  conse- 
quences by  his  being  in  that  office,  for  Merchants 
i£ad  withdrawn  their  Bullion  out  of  the  Mint;  and 
strangers,  who  had  ships  lately  come  with  great 
store  of  Bullion,  had  forborne  to  bring  it  to  the 
Mint,  because  he  was  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower ;  hy 
which  means  Money  would  be  scarce  to  eome  by,  to 
the  prejudice  and  obstruction  of  the  pressing  affairs 
of  Ireland.  Being,  however,  unable  to  persuade 
the  Lords  to  join  with  them  in  the  Petition,  they  , 
entered  a  declaration  of  their  intention  to  petition, 
and  the  Lords  refusal,  on  their  Journals  7.  * 

1641-2.     I  do  not  find  the  precise  time  when  Co- 
lonel Lunsford*  was  removed,  but  on  the  11th  of  ^ 

7  Farliamentary  History^  vol.  X:  p.  l«a  '^ 

2  Col.  LuDsford  afterwards  diatiaguish^  huii9etf  as  a  wAdinri    ' 

on  the  King*s  part,  aod  was  taken^  prisoDf  r  at  the  battle,  pt .  r 

Edgehill  on  the  93d  of  October  164S.  [Pari.  Hist.  vol.  XI.  p.  479] 

See  in  Hudibras^  part  III.  canto  II.  line  11 1^,  a  curious  note 

on  the  aame  of  Lun$ford,  who,  it  was  reported,  used  to  eat  chil^ 

dren.    This  insinoatioa  was  ridiculed  io  the  ParliaoisAt  HyilMnt,  '  \ 

Collection  of  Loyal  Songa,  vol.  I.  No  17«  ^nd  b^-  Clevelai^di  ^hp    ' 

i»y», 

*'The  post  that  came  from  Banbury, 

Riding  in  a  blue  Yoeket, 
*    He  swore  he  «tiw,  when  Lunsford  fell, 
A  child's  arm  in  his  pocket/' 
To  make  thisygentleman  the  more  detestable,  they  made  hor- 
rid pictures  of  him,  as  we  learn  from  the  Ibllowing  lines  of  Mr. 
Cleveland.    (Rupertismus,  Works,  1677>  p.  67) 
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January  following  Sir  John  Byron  was  Lieutenant 
of  the  Tower,  and  the  Commons  again  desired  the 
,  Lords  to  join  them  in  a  Petition  to  the  King  for  his 
removal)  and  in  a  recommendation  of  Sir  John  Co- 
niers ;  which  the  Lords  again  refused  *. 

On  the  next  day  they  summoned  Sir  John  Byron 
to  appear  before  them;  and  on  his  refusal  voted, 
firat,  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  an  high  contempt, 
and  secondly,  that  he  should  be  sent  for  as  a  delin- 
quent. 

In  the  first  of  these  votes  the  Lords  concurred 
with  thaxi;  to  the  second  they  demurred  for- that 
time  ^. 

The  Commons  then,  on  the  J 5th  of  tlie  same 
month,  held  a  conference  with  the  Lords  upon  the 
subject,  and  declared,  that  the  Citizens  said,  though 
the  Lieutenant  might  be  a  worthy  gentleman  other- 
wise, yet  he  was  a  man  unknown  to  them,  and  that 
his  being  in  that  post  produced  ill  effects.  That  the 
M^rchaBte  began  to  draw  their  Bullion  out  of  the 
Mint,  had  written  to  their  factors  to  send  no  more, 
that  a  ship  wasin  the  Thames,  in  which  was  a  great 
d^l  of  BuUion,  but  the  owners  would  not  carry  it 
to-the  M'm%  because  they  could  not  confide  in  the 
Lieutenant  of  the  Tower.  For  these,  and  other 
reasons,  they  desired  the  Lords  to  join  with  them  in 
their  petition  to  the  King. 

Before  the  Lords  would  come  to  any  resolution 
thereupon  they  ordered  certificates  to  be  made  from 

*'  They  fear  thfs  giUets  of  his  train^  they  fear 
Even  his  dogi  that  four-legg'd  Cavalier ; 

;    .^i.     ^  that  clef  p^rs  the  scraps  which  Lunsford  roBkcs, 
Whose  picture  feeds  upon  a  child  in  stakv.**        '* 

*  Parliamentary  Hist.  vol.iK/p*  195*  ih  Il^id*  p.  197; 
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the  Common  Council  of  London,  &c«  of  the  decay 
in  trade,  &c.  and  whether  it  proceeded  from  Sir 
John  Byron's  being  Lieutenant  of  the  Towefj  and 
required  them  to  be  speedily  laid  before  the  Lords 
in  Parliament  <^. 

*On  the  17th  of  January  some  Merchants  and 
<jfOldsmiths  presented  a  Petition  to  the  Lords  agptinst 
the  Lieutenant  of  the  Tower^  and  were  called  in  and 
asked  >  these  questions  : 

What  number  of  Merchants  and  Goldsmiths^  be- 
sides themselves,  brought  in  Bullion  to  the  Mint  ? 

They  answered^  Sir  Peter  Richout^  and  some  few 
more,  but  not  many. 

What  reason  they  had  for  their  fears  and  jealousies 
of  Sir  John  Byron,  and  why  they  forbore  to  bring 
their  Bullion  to  the  Mint? 

They  replied,  that  they  had  heard  he  had  diso- 
beyed the  orders  of  both  Houses  of  Parliaments*; 
also  that  he  was  a  gentleman  unknown  to  them,  and 
they  desired  to  have  such  a  Lieutenant  put  in  as  the 
Parliament  approved  qf^. 

The  Lords,  however,  do  not  appear  to  have  been 
satisfied  that  any  interference  was  necessary  on  the 
pert  of>  Parliament,  for  they  still  refused  to  join  in 
the  Petition  of  the  Commons'. 

^  Parliamentary  History^  vol.  X.  p.  209. 

d  N.  B.  Before  he  disolieyed  those  orders^  the  Commoo^  had 
stated  that  no  Bullion  was  brought  to  the  Mint  ^  therefore  the 
supply  could  no^  have  been  afiectekl  by  his  conduct. 

^  These  words  explain  the  meaning  of  the  whole  transaction^ 
and  prove  it  to  have  been  a  struggle^  on  the  part  of  the  Com- 
mom,  to  get  the  Tower  into'  their  hands.  I  liave  given  the 
transaction  at  length,  as  it  affords  a  cnridu^  picture  of  the  spirit 
of  those  times. 

f  ParliametiLtaiy  History^  vDl.  X.  p\214. 


S04  ANNALS   OF   THE    COINAQE. 

On  the  22d  of  the  same  month,  the  Commons 
sent  a  message  to  the  Mayor,  &c.  of  the  City  of 
London,  for  the  loan  of  ^100,000.  They  stated, 
in  answer,  their  disability,  for  various  reasons, 
amongst.which  was  the  non-removal  of  the  present 
Lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  which  had  prevented  the 
bringing  of  Bullion  to  the  Mint,  and  had  occasioned 
a  scarcity  of  Money. 

This  answer  was  laid  before  the  Lords,  at  another 
conference  on  the  25th,  and  was  introduced  by  Mr. 
Pymme  in  a  long  speech  on  the  subject  of  that  an- 
swer, and  of  many  petitions  concerning  the  stale  of 
the  Kingdom.  His  speech  received  the  thanks  of 
the  Commons,  and  was  ordered  to  be  printed  if. 

The  perseverance  of  the  Commons  at  length  pre- 
vailed, and  in  February,  Sir  John  Byron  was  re- 
moved, and  Sir  John  Coniers  was  appointed  Lieute- 
nant of  the  Tower  in  his  stead  ^. 
.  At  this  time  their  Majesties  were  reduced  to  so 
great  wants^^  that  the  Queen  was  cofnpelled  to  coin, 
or  sell,  her  chamber  plate,  for  the  supply  of  the 
most  necessary  occasions,  there  being  no  Money  in 
the  Exchequer,  nor  in  the  oower  of  the  Ministers 
of  the  Revenue  ;  the  issue  of  Money  from  the  Cus- 
toms, out  of  which  the  allowance  for  the  weekly 
support  of  their  Majesties  Household  was  supplied, 
being  forbidden  by  the  Commons  ^ 

On  the  22d  of  March,  the  Lords  sent  a  paper  to 
the  Commons,  which  contained  a  conception  of  an 
order  for  the  immunity  of  bringing  in  Bullion  from 
foreign  parts  to  the  Mint,  and  desired. their  appro- 

S  Parliamentary  History,  vol.  X»  p.  %St9. 

h  Clarendon's  Hist,  of  the  Rebellion,  vol.  I.  p.  398. 

i  Clarendon's  Hist,  of  the  Rebellion^  vol.  I.  p.  3S7* 
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batiod  therein.  THe  order  was  committed,  and  an- 
swer  returned,  that  the  House  had  taken  their  Lord-- 
ships  Message  into  consideration,  and  would  send  an 
answer  by  their  own  messengers  K  It  does  not  ap- 
pear, however,  that  any  thing  further  was  done. 

1642.  A  Committee  of  four  Members  of  the 
House  of  Commons  was  appointed,  on  the  26th  of 
May,  to  go  to  the  Tower,  and  to  examine  the  Of- 
ficers of  the  Mint,  as  to  what  quantity  of  Plate,  &c. 
had  lately  been  brought  in,  and  was  then  there. 
What  quantity  of  Gold  had  been  lately,  and  waH 
then  daily  coined ;  from  whom,  they  had  it,  and 
how  they  had  disposed  of  it  *. 

They  made  their  report  on  the  next  day,  and 
stated,  that  Monsieur  Briott,  the  King's  graver,  said, 
that  there  was  brought  in,  on  the  l8th  of  May, 
Spanish  Pistoles  to  the  amount  of  about  ^.4500 
sterling,  as  would  appear  by  the  Mint  Books  ;  that 
on  the  26th  about  the  same  sum  was  brought  in, 
and  more  was  expected  in  the  afternoon.  All  which 
was  to  be  coined  into  English  Gold,  for  the  use  of 
the  Duke  D'Espernon,  to  whom  it  belonged.  The 
Duke  being  informed  that  this  circumstance  occa-* 
sioned  some  jealousy,  desired  Mr.  Hollis  to  acquaint 
the  House,  that  rather  than  he  would  give  any  occa- 
sion to  the  House  for  the  least  suspicion  of  him,  he 
would  send  his  Money  out  of  the  Kingdom,  and  his 
person  suddenly  after.  Mr.  Hollis  was  desired  to 
acquaint  him  that  the  House  was  well  satisfied  of 
his  clear  intentions  ™. 

About  the  middle  of  this  year,,  all  hopes  of  accom- 

k  Commons  Journals^  voL  II,  p.  491..  '  Id.  p.  587. 

^  Commons  Journalsj  vol.  II.  p.  588.  , 
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modation/  between  the  King  and  hi»  Parliametit^ 
^eem  to  have  been  abandoned,  and  both  parties  be* 
gan  to  prepare  for  the  contest. 

In  order  to  raise  a  sufficient  supply  for  that  pur- 
pose^  the  Lords  and  Commons  published  proposi- 
tions and  orders  on  the  10th  of  June,  for  bringing 
i^  Money  and  Plate,  in  which  they  promised  re- 
payment of  the  Money  with  interest  according  to 
eight  pounds  per  cent,  and  the  full  value  of  the 
plate^  with  consideration  for  the  fashion,  not  exceed- 
ing one  Shilling  by  the  ounce,  for  which  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  engaged  the  publick  faith  >* : 
and  on  the  5th  of  July  the  Deputy  Lieutenants  of 
each  County  were  autborzed  to  name  receivers  to 
take  such  plate,  &c.  and  to  gii^  acquittances  for  the 
same;  and  it  was  desired  that  those  who  would 
bring  in  Plate,  &c.  would  bring  it  with  all  conve- 
nient speed  ^;  and  an  ordinance  was  afterwards 
made  for  assessing  all  those  who  should  not  contri- 
bute according  to  their  ability  p. 

The  King's  necessities  being  equally  urgent,  he^in 
a  few  days  after  the  publication  of  the  propositions 
above  stated,  set  forth  a  declaration,  in  which  he 
called  upon  his  subjects  to  contribute  for  his  assist- 
ance^  and  said  that  he  was  so  far  from  requiring  a 
twentieth  part  of  their  estates,  though  for  their  own 
visible  preservation,  that  as  he  had  already  sold  or 

B  ItepositioDs  and  Orders  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  in 
Parliament,  4to^  Load.  1642. 

o  Another  I>edaration  of  the  Lords  and  Commons^  4to, 
Lond.  16A% 

p  9ee  an  Ordinance  and  Declaration  of  the  Lords  and  Com- 
mons to  that  efiect>  4to>  Load;  1649. 
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pawned  his  own  jewels,  and  coined*  hit ^  own  opiate, 
so  he  was  willing  to  ^11  all  his  own  lands  and  bouser 
for  their  relief  *i. 

He  also  declared,  that  he  would  proceed  against 
all  such  as  should  assist  the  levies  to  be  made  against 
him  with  plate,  &c.  as  disturbers  of  the  publick 
peace'.  The  only  notice  which  the  two  Hooser 
took  of  this  threat,  was  an  Order  of  the  Lords  and 
Commons  in  Parliament,  that  the  Treasurers  who 
had  been  appointed  to  receive  the  plate,  should  have 
power  to  ^melt  it  down,  and  cause  it  to  be  coined 
forthwith,  and  t)ie  same  with  respect  to  all  other 
plate  which  should  hereafter  be  brought  in*.  A 
Committee  of  Lords  and  Commons  had  been  previ* 
ously  appointed  to  order  the  melting ;  and  likewise 
how  much  should  be  previously  coined  K 

The  Parliamentary  Ordinance  produced  imxnenae 
sums  (amounting  as  was  generally  said  at  that  time 
to  several  millions)  such  crowds  coming  to  the  place 
of  subscription  in  London,  that  some  men  were 
forced  to  attend  there  two  days  before  they  could 
get  an  opportunity  of  subscribing  ^ ;  and  such  as  did 

■  ■ "  1 

q  Clarendon's  Hkt.  of  the  Rebellion,  vol.  IL  p.  ^l, 
r  Parliamentary  History,  vol.  XI'  p.  ^2.  The  King  also 
offered  eight  percent,  on  such  of  his  lands,  fcn*ests,  &c.  as  should 
be  sufficient  security  -,  "  more  real>*'  says  his  Declaration,  *'  than 
the  publick  faith  given  w^hout  us  and  ugainst  U9^>  a^  if  we  ^f^tf^ 
no  part  of  the  publick."     [Id.  page  ?19.] 

*  Commons  Journals,  vol.  U.  p.  63^.  t  l^^.  p^  ^^9  ^q^  539^ 
«  Carte's  Hist,  of  England,  vol.  IV.  p.  4^8.  ?^  Ypu  would 
admire  what  ,sunis  of  ready  Mon^y,  what  rings  of  Gold>  what 
store  of  massy  Plate,  both  Silver  and  gilt,  were  brought  in  ca 
few  days  to  Guildhall.  GviUdl^U  did  never  deserve  its  wtm  so 
properly  asi  at  this  present.'*  [Life  a^d  Death  of  Robert  EarKof 
Essex.     Harleian  Miscellany,  vol.  I.  p.  217.] 
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n^   were    either    taxed  exorbitantly,     or     their 

This  eagerness  of  the  Citizens  to  port  with  their  Plate  is  ridi- 
culed in  a  poem  addressed  to  my  Lord  B of  S        ,  he  being 

at  York  s  [where  the  King  was  at  this  time.] 

**  And  now  my  Lord,  since  you  have  London  left 

Where  Merchants  wives  dine  cheap,  and  as  cheap  sup^ 
Where  fooles  themselves  have  of  their  Plate  bereft. 
And  sigh  and  drinke  in  the  courae  Pewter  cuppe. 
Where's  not  a  Silver  Spoone  left,  not  that  given  than. 
When  the  first  Cockney  was  made  Christian. 
No,  not  a  bodkin,  pincase,  all  they  send 

Or  carry  all,  whatever  they  can  happe  on. 
E'en  to  the  pretty  Picktooth,  whose  each  end 
Oft  purg'd  the  reliekes  of  continuall  Capon. 
Nothing  must  stay  behind,  nothing  must  tarry. 
No  not  the  ring  by  w^^  deare  Joane  took  Hariy," 
[Men  Miracles.    With. other  Poemes  by  M.  L.  L.  [Ueweliin.3 
London,  16mo,  1656,  page  70.] 

Lilly,  in  his  Monarchy  or  no  Monarchy  in  England,  says,' 
th^t  *'  the  Parliament  wert  at  that  time  glad  to  see  any  'men*a 
wiUingnesse  and  fbrwardu'esse  unto  their  service ;  therefore  they* 
promised  lai^ely,  and,  made  some  pleasing  votes ;  so  that  the' 
Plate  2^d  Moneys  of  the  Citizens  came  tumbling  into  Guildhall 
upon  the  publique  faith."     [P.  112.] 

Butler  has  animadverted  upon  this  circumstance  with  all  the 
severity  of  his  satire. 

'*  Did  Saints,  for  this,  bring  in  their  Plate, 
And  crowd  as  if  they  came  too  late '. 
For  when  they  thought  the  Caiae  had  need  on't, 
Happy  was  he  that  could  be  rid  on't. 
Did  they  coin  Pm-poU,  Bowls,  and  Flaggotis, 
Int'  <^eers  of  horse  and  dragoons  ^     ^ 
And  into  pikes  and  musquetteers. 
Stamp  beakers,  cups,  and  porringers  P'. 
A  thimble,  bodkin*,  BXidai  spoon, 

>  One  of  these  Saints  thanks  God  for  his  riches  in  Plate,  by  which  be 
was  enabled  to  subscribe  fifteen  Pounds  in  Plate  for  the  use  of  the  Par- 
liameDt,  when  caUed  upon  by  the  CoiaiuissioDers.    [Dr«  Gre/s  Note.] 

s  It  was  a  common  jeer  ^f  iitea  disaffected  to  Hk^  Cause,  Ao  WaU7ffa]« 
the  Thimble  and  Bodkin  Army,    May's  Hist,  of  the  Paii  lib.  IL  p.  97.' 
[Dr.  Grey's  NoteJ 
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h6u8es  plundered^  and  their  plate  taken  away  by 
forced 

The  two  Hi^uses  also  made  an  order  upon  the  1.2th 
of  July,  to  prevent  the  Universities  from  carrying 
their  plate  a'way  to  maintain  the  war  against  the 
Pariiament  y. 

The  King's  Declaration  brought  in  at  this  time 
a  great  deal  of  Money,  for  the  pec^le  in  general 
were  offended  at  the  Parliament  for  the  manner  iti 
which  they  rejected  the  King's  offer  of  peace  ;  and 
they  who  could  not  serve  him  in  their  persons,  con- 
trived ways  to  supply  him  with  Money.  Notwith- 
standing the  Order  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  12th  of 
July,  some  eminent  Governors  in  the  Universities 
gave  him  notice,  that  all  the  Colleges  were  very 
plentifully  supplied  with  plate,  which  would  amount 
to  good  value,  and  lay  useless  in  their  treasuries,  there 
being  enough  besides  'for  their  common  use :  and 
there  was  not  the  least  doubt,  but  that  whensoever 
his  Majesty  should  think  fit  to  require  that  treasure, 
it  would  be  all  sent  to  him.  Of  this  the  King  had 
long  thought,  and  when  he  was  at  Nottingham,  in 
that  melancholick  season,  two  gentlemen  were  dis- 

Did  start  up  living  mem,  as  soon 
As  in  the  furnace  they  were  thrown^ 
Just  like  the  dragon's  teeth  being  so\fn. 
Then  was  the  Cauxe  of  Gold  and  Plate, 
The  brethren*s  offerings,  consecrate. 
Like  th'  Hebrew  Calf,  and  down  before  it 
.  ,  The  Saints  Ml  prostrate,  to  adoi*e  it.  , 

^    So  S9^  the  mckedr 

[Hud^ras,  part  I.  canto  9.  line  569.} 
X  English  and  Scotch  VreAyttrj,  p.  390,  t»  quoted  in  Dr. 
Gcty's  note  to  Hudibras,  part  I.  cantb  2.  Hne  576. 
J  Pari.  Hist.  vol.  XI.  p.  288. 
VOL.  III.  P 
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patched  to  Oxford,  and  to  Cambridge  (two  to  eacti) 
with  letters  to  the  several  Vice  Chancellors,  that 
they  should  move  the  Heads  and  Principals  of  the 
several  Colleges  and  Halls,  that  they  would,  send 
their  plate  to  the  King;  private  adverti^ments 
being  first  sent  to  prepare  and  dispose  those  without 
whose  consent  the  service  could  not  be  performed. 

This  whole  affair  was  transacted  with  so  great  se- 
crecy and  discretion,  that  (he  messengers  returned 
froin  the  two  Universities  in  as  short  a  time,  as  such 
a.  jpurney  cpuld  well  be  made,  and  brought  with 
them  all,  or  .very  nearly,  all,  their  Plate',  and  a 
coqsic^rable  sum  of  Money,  which  was  sent  as  a 
pre^sent  to  his  Majesty  from  several  of  the  Heads  of 
Colleges,  out  of  their  own  particular  stores ;  some 
scholars  coming  with  it,  and  helping  to  procure 
carts  and  horses  for  the  service ;  all  which  came  safe 
to  Nottingham,  at  a  time  when  there  appeared  ho 
more  expectation  of  a  treaty ;  and  contributed  much. 
t6  raise  the  dejected  spirits  of  that  place. 

The  Plate  was  presently  weighed  out,  and  deli- 
vered to  the  several  officers  who  were  entrusted  to 

»  Cavte  says  that  the  University  of  Oxford  (by  a  Decree  of 
ConvodatioB)  and  most  of  the  Colleges^  sent  all  their  Plate, 
Itffaicll  voa  safely  coureyed;  but  that  the  particular  constitutum 
of'^OBonbru^ei  ^wfaexts  every  m«h  in  the  Caput  has  a  negative, 
Made^'that'Unlveisity  from  making  a  like  Decree  i  and  the 
.partictthir  Colleges  had  worse  luck  ih  sending  their  Fbte/tlnCt 
«f ;  Sv  John*4^  Mugdaten'd,  &c.  being  stopped  and  sdaM  hf 
(Mkc  €ronMreil  and  mothers  of  that  ftiction.  [Hifltory  of  £ng- 
lai)dy  voL  IVvpi  441.}  But  it  is  rdated  In  the  LMb  of  Dr^  Bv- 
vviok  t^at  htf,  «lnd  otlier  p^rsond,  outwitted  Crooifn^  {^tfbo 
beset  the  common  road)  by  sandii^  tlte  plitetliroug&  bye  roaik 
from  Cambridge,  ^itnd^bronghl^  It  #afe'td  his  Itlajesty.  [l4ge  ^5.] 
The  K3n^  V^a^^t  9«bftinj^hatfi  frdm^Julf  lOt^  till  about  the  16th 
of  September:  (De^ring'sr  Htstdry^ Nottingham/ pp. ^44>— 251. ] 
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liiake  levies  of  horse  and  foot,  and  who  received  it 
as  Money ;  the  rest  was  carefully  preserved,  to  be 
carried  with  the  King  when  he  should  remove  from 
tlience ;  secret  orders  being  sent  to  the  Officers  of 
the  Mint  td  be  ready  to  come  to  his  Majesty  as 
soon  as  he  should  require  them  %  which  he  meant 
to  do  as  soon  as  he  should  find  himself  in  a  place 
convenient. 

There  was  now  no  more  murmuring  or  complain- 
ing ^  So  much  of  this  Plate  as  was  then  coined  was 
probably  minted  at  York;  and  the  King  soon  after 
removing  to  Shrewsbury,  erected  a  Mint  there,  in 
which  he  melted  down  and  coined  the  remainder  of 
the  Plate  that  had  been  brought  from  the  Univefsi** 
ties,  together  with  all  his  own  for  the  service  of  his 
household,  which  made  other  men  think  theirs  was 
the  less  worth  preserving  ®. 

This  Mint  did  not  continue  long,  and  was  indeed, 
as  Clarendon  represents  it,  "more  for  reputation 

*  Mcmerrer  secret^  tfae^e  orders  might  be  given,  yet  it  appears 
that  the  Parliament  were  either  apprized  of  them,  or  suspected 
that  such  a  measure  would  be  adopted,  for  orders  were  given 
to  istop  the  materials  belonging  to  the  Mint,  and  they  were 
accordingly  detained  at  Scarborough,  to  which  place  they  had 
bsen  conveyed  by  sea.  The  Commons,  after  examining  Briott, 
resdved,  on  the  SSd  of  July,  that  Captain  Stevens  had  done  well 
in  stopping  them,  as  no  authority  appeared  for  transporting 
then).  [Commoi^s  Journals,  vol.  II.  p.  687.]  Afterwards  (upon 
the  dlh  of  October)  they  ordered  that  the  Officers  of  the  Mint 
didbhl  be  reqtftred  not^ta  suffin*  any  officer^  workmen,  or  instru- 
mtnt,  b^ogibf'tOiltie  M»t,?or  coining,  0r  graving,  to  quit 
their  charge,  or  to  be  carried  b^Ok  thence,  without  order  iixHn 
the  House.    [Id.?  p.;  795.] 

b  CktfendoB*^  HlstiOf tte£ebellion>  vol.  II.  p«d4. 
x^  Id.  p,^«    SeeaiXMMvly^ account  of  the  Mint  at  Shrews- 
burj^  m  thQ  'panicdiar  -  Uv^ery  of  the  seveval  Mints. 
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than  use,  because  (for  want  of  workmen  and  instru- 
ments) they  could  not  coin  a  thousand  Pounds  a 
week,"  ^ 

On  the  24th  of  September  a  Petition  was  pre- 
sented to  the  Commons,  from  divers  petsons,  con- 
cerning the  Office  of  Exchange  and  Reohange  of 
Farthing  Tokens.  It  was  read  and  then  referred  to 
the  Committee  for  Propositions ;  as  was  also  all  the 
business  relating  to  the  Patents  for  making  such 
Tokens,  and  every  thing  else  belonging  to  them*. 

The  Commons,  upon  the  28th  of  October,  desired 
a  conference  with  the  Lords  concerning  some  Scotch 
Coin,  which  passed  up  and  down  as  current  in  the 
kingdom ;  and  ordered  that  the  Say  Master  of  the 
Mint  should  be  forthwith  required  to  attend  the 
House  ^ 

I  have  not  found  any  further  proceedings  in  this 
business. 

After  the  battle  of  Edgehill,  which  was  fought 
upon  the  23d  of  October,  the  King  came  to  Oxford 
on  the  28th  of  that  month,  when  the  several  Col- 
leges presented  him  with  all  that  remained  of  their 
Plate,  and  with  all  the  Money  left  in  their  several 
treasuries.  And  his  Majesty  having  soon  after  re- 
moved the  officers  and  workmen  of  his  Mint  from 
Aberistwith,  they  began  about  the  end  of  the  year 
to  coin  in  New  Inn  Hall  s. 

About  this  time,  Mr.  Simon  conjectures,  that  the 
chiefs  of  the  rebels  in  Ireland  struck  those  pieces 
which  have  on  one  side  a  cross,  and  on  the  other 

d  Clarendon's  Hist,  of  the  Rebellion^  vol.  IL  p.  29. 
«  Commons  Journals^  vol.  II.  p.  780.  f  Id.  p.  497. 

S  Folkcs,  p.  8&.  See  the  History  of  the  particular  Mints,  for 
a  more  fiill  account  of  this,  which  was  worked  in  Oxford. 
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sider^.  or  iis.vid.  to  mark  the  value  ^;  for  those 
rebels,  who  pretended  to  act  under  the  King^s  aa«* 
thority,  (as  appears  from  several  of  their  Petitions 
to  the  King,  in  Carte's  Life  of  the  Duke  of  Ormood) 
amongst  other  acts  of  their  General  Assembly  at 
Kilkenny  in  this  year,  ordered,  on  the  27th  of  Oc- 
tober, that  a  seal  should  be  made  for  the  kingdom* 
On  the  15th  of  November,  that  Coin  and  Plate 
should  be  raised  and  established  in  that  kingdom, 
according  to  certain  rates  and  values*',  and  that 
there  should  be  forthwith  coined  the  sum  of  four 
thousand  Pounds,  to  pass  current  in  and  through 
the  kingdom,  according  to  a  Proclamation  or  Act^ 
published  by  direction  of  the  Assembly  in  the  City 
of  Kilkenny,  and  not  otherwise.  They  also  orderedi 
on  the  21st  of  the  sa^e  month,  the  establishment  of 

_  • 

nn  Order  of  Knighthood  in  honour  of  St.  Patrick*^. 

1642-^3*  On  the  14th  of  January,  in  this  year,  a 
Proclamation,  for  the  bringing-in  Plate  to  the  Mint, 
was  published  in  Dublin.  It  began  with  stating, 
Uiat  the  Lords  Justices  and  Council  had,  in  an 

h  See  Silver  Coins,  Plate  XXVIll.  N-  1  and  9. 
.  >  The  rates  and  values  ix^  not  specified, 

>  Simon,  p.  48,  and  \ppeQdi«i  No  XLVIII.  quoting  Bfrnwr, 
voL  XX.  p.  537,  a  mistake  for  539.  The  d^t^  of  this  order  foi* 
Coinage  does  not  agree  with  Simon*s  conjecture  that  the  pieces 
above  mentioned  were  struck  in  imitation  of,  and  in  opposition 
to,  those  coined  in  Dablin  by  virtue  of  the  Cbmmtssidn,  dated 
upon  the  35th  of  May,  1^43>  as  it  is  not  pax)bable  that  the  tvbeli 
wo^  sQ  long  delay  the  Coinage  v^bich.  they  had  announced; 
I  have  therefore  referred  these  Coins  to  this  year.  He  supposes 
that  the  Copper  pieces  called  St.  Patrick's  Halfpence  and  Far* 
things  were  also  struck  by  the  rebels*  authority^  $md  about  the 
time  w)iioh  i  have  assigned  tq  the  Silver  Coinage,  in  hooour  of 
St.  Patrick,  and  the  intended  new  Order  of,  K^^bthood.'*  [Pag9 
49  ]     See  them  represented  in  Supplement^  Part  II. 
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Order  of  their  Boards  dated  upon  itheStb  of;  that 
months  declared,  that  they  found  it  of  absolute  iie- 
cessity,  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  ^f  thct  army, 
that  all  manner  of  persons  dwelling  in  the  City  end 
Suburbs  of  Dublin,  should  within  ten  days  after  the 
publication  of  that  Order,  deliver  half,  or  {norej.  of 
their  Plate  to  William  Bladen,  of  Dublin,  >  Alder- 
man, and  John  Pue,  one  of  the  Sheriffs  of.the.^ame 
City,  taking  their  hand  for  the  receipt  thareof  ;>  to 
the  end  that  use  might  be  made  thereof  for  ^  the 
present  relief  of  the  said  officers ;  and  did  give  the 
Word  and  assurance  of  his  Majesty  and  the  State, 
lliat  as  soon  as  the  treasure  should  arrive  forth  of 
England,  due  satisfaction  should  be  made  after  the 
rate  of  five  Shillings  the  ounce,  for  such  Plate  as 
should  be  true  touch ;  and  the  true  value  of  such 
Plate  as  should  not  be  of  such  touch,  to  the  owner 
thereof,  together  with  consideration  for  forbearance- 
for  the  same,  after  the  rate  of  eight  Pounds  p^ 
eent.  per  annum;  or  otherwise,  that  the  Parliament 
in  England^  according  to  their  several .  manifests  in 
England  in  that  behalf,  should  and  would  see  the 
same  accordingly  paid.      And  forasmuch  as  they 
coticeived  that  there  were, divers  of  his  M^syesty's 
good  subjects  in  the  County  of  Dublin,  who  had 
the  like  good  affections  for  his  Majesty  and  bis  ser- 
vice, as  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  and  Suburbs  of 
Dublin  had,  and  would  be  loath  to  be  deprived  of 
the  same  means  for  expressing  their  good  affections 
upon  such  an  occasion,  therefore  they  did,  by  Pro- 
clamation, extend  the  same  liberty  of  bringing-in, 
and  engagement  for  repayment  to  them,  for  Plate  to 
be  brought  in  within  ten  days  from  the  date  of  pub- 
lication of  that  Proclamation.     And  that  they  had 


C»ARLES  1.  SI  5 

,  added  Gflbert  Tongues  and  Peter  Vandeqhoven  to 
the  assistance  of  the  other  persons  who  were  ap- 
pointed to  view  the  said  Plate  and  the  value  thereof  ^. 
'-  This  Proclamation  was  cheerfully  complied  with 
with,  and  the  Plate  was  hastily  coined  into  several 
kinds  of  speciles,  of  different  shapes.  Some  with 
.the  weight  stamped  upon  them  in  Pennyweights', 
and  Grains ;  others  marked  with  the  value  only  **. 

On  the  15th  of  Fehruary,  the  sequestering  the 
rents  and  profits  of  the  Farthing  Token  Office,  and 
the  calling  the  Officers  thereof  to  an  account  for  the 
arrears,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  ad- 
vance of  Monies,  at  Haberdashers  Hall,  London  ^. 

On  the  23d  it  was  resolved  that  two  Pence  in  the 
Pound  which  had  been  usually  paid  to  the  Lady 
Villiers,  out  of  •  •  •  .  Mint,  and  all  other  pensions 
payable  to  her,  should  be  stayed  and  seized  on.     '  ' 

At  the  same  time  resolved,  that  the  Lords  should 
be  moved  to  join  with  the  House,  that  there  be  a( 
present  trial  of  the  Pix  in  the  Mint,  by  a  sufl^cient 
jury,  according  as  had.  been  usual ;  to  which  the 
Lords  agreed  ^.^ 

.  March  16,  it  was  ordered  that  Sir  Robert  Harley 
should  have  power  to  give  a  privy  mark  fot*  the  Pix 
Money  in  the  Mint,  and  that  he  should  bring  in-  an 
Ordinance  for  the  restoring  himself  to  his  place  in* 
the  Mint  P. 

^  Proclamation.     Simon*s  Appendix,  No  XLVI. 

m  Simon,  p.  47.    See  Specimens.    Silver  Coins,  Plate  XXVII. 
jVo»  1— .5,  and  Supplement,  Plate  VI.  Nos  3,  4,  and  5.    And 
that  with  the  value  only,  Plate  XXVII.  No  6. 
'  «  Commons  Journals,  vol.  II.  p.  966.  o  Ibid.  p.  976. 

P  Id.  vol.  III.  p.  5.     Sir  R.  Harley  had  been  Master  and 
Worker  of  the  Mint  for  the  King  from  1626  to  1636,  and  was 


.  i 
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1 643  •  On  the  27th  of  that  month,  the  Commons 
referred  to  the  Committee  for  Monies  the  informa- 
tion which  was  at  that  time  given  concerning  one 
who  undertook  to  bring  in  ^10,000,  upon  siich  a$ 
hac(  transported  Gold  % 

The  Committee  concerning  the  Farthing  Tokens 
was,  on  the  3 1st  of  March^  ordered  to  make  a  report 
on  the  morrow ;  and  at  the  same  time  a  report  to  be 
made  concerning  the  Prince  Elector ;  and  Mn  Hill 
was  directed  to  examine  the  patent  for  those  Tokens 
at  the  Rolls,  and  the  Committee  to  enquire  what 
ptofit  had  been  raised  by  the  Tokens,  and  to  whose 
hand  the  same  had  come  ^ 

On  the  14th  of  April  Mr.  Hill  was  ordered  to 
make  his  report  on  the  morrow* ;  but  I  do  not  find 
that  any  report  was  delivered  in  by  him,  at  that,  or 
any  su]bsequent  period. 

By  an  Order  of  the  House,  which  was  dated  upon 
the  12th  of  Aprilj  Mr.  Play ter  was  enjoined  to  make 
no  more  Farthing  Tokens ;  and  the  C!ommittee  at 
Haberdashersu  Hall  was  appointed  to  take  course, 
that  Mr.  James  East  should  cause  that  the  Farthing 
Tokens  already  made>  and  then  in  his  custody, 
should  be  seized  ;  together  with  all  the  tools,  cop- 
per, &c.  concerning  the  making  the  same.  This 
having  been  done,  in  consequence  of  a  warrant  from 
the  Committee,  dated  also  on  the  12th  of  April,  it 
was  ordered,  upon  the  17th  of  that  month,  that 
Mr.  East  should  forthwith  proceed  in  the  making  of 
Tokens,  and  the  Monies  which  had  been  seized  in 

again  put  into  the  same  Office  by  an  Ordinance  of  Parliament, 
May  5th,  1643.     [Folkes,  p.  94.] 

<l  Commons  Journals,  vol.  III.  p.  21. 

r  Id.  p.  25,  «  Id.  p.  45. 
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the  said  office  were  to  b^  delivered  over  to  bimi  on 
account,  for  the  payment  of  the  workmen*s  wages 
and  be  was  to  give  to  the  Committee  a  stateqient  of 
the  weekly  profits  *. 

On  the  same  day  Playter  was  ordered  to  bring  in 
all  acquittances  for  Monies  paid  or  received,  since 
the  beginning  of  July  last  past,  to  the  Committee  ^  t 
and  on  the  21st  Mr.  Harrington  and  Mr.  Peter 
Hasard  were  added  to  Mr.  East,  to  be  Overseers  of 
Accounts  concerning  the  Office  for  Farthing  Tokens'^. 

An  Order  was  made,  upon  the  9th  of  May,  that 
Mr.  James  Harrington,  and  Mr.  William  Harring^ 
ton.  Merchant,  should  be  made  Overseers  of  the 
Accounts  of  the  Alnage,  and  the  Farthing  Oflicej 
together  with  the  others  formerly  appointed  :  llia# 
the  Monies  arising  and  coming  in  from  the  profits 
of  the  Alnage  and  the  Farthing  Office,  should  be 
paid  into  the  hands  of  Sir  William  Strickland,  M.P. 
in  the  mean  time»  until  Mr.  James  Harrington 
should  receive  a  Commission  from  the  Prince  £iec-> 
tor  Palatine,  to  enable  him  to  receive  the  saine ;  the 
same  Monies  to  be  employed  for  the  lise  and  benefit 
of  the  Prince  Elector  Palatine y. 

Sir  Robert  Harley,  upon  the  20th  of  May,  brought 
answer  from  the  Lords  that  they  did  agree  to  the 
Ordinance  concerning  the  trial  of  the  Pix-Money  ; 
and  that  they  had  appointed  three  Lords  of  their 
House  to  meet  with  a  proportionable  number  of  the 
Commons  to  make  the  trial.  Mr.  Pym,  Mr.  Holies, 
Mr.  Holland,  Sir  Hiomas  Soame,  Mr.  Greene,  and 
Mr,  Cage,  were  accordingly  appointed  a  Committee; 

^  Commons  Journals,  vol.  III.  p.  48.  u  id.  p.  55. 

X  Id.  Ibid.  y  Id.  p.  77. 


21 8  ANNALS^  OF  THE   COINAGE. 

to'  meet  the  Goimnittee  of  the  Lordb^  on  Monday 
<sevenn^t '. 

To  relieve  in  some  d^ree  the  distresses  of  his  peo* 
pie  in  Ireland^  his  Majesty^  in  a  letter  dated  from 
Oxford^  on  tibe  25th  of  May,  stated  to  the  Lords 
Justices  and  the  Council  in  Dublin,  that  having 
taken  into  consideration,  that  by  reason  of  the  most 
barbarous  and  bloody  rebellion  in  that  Kingdom, 
his  good  subjects  there  were  reduced  to  such  ex- 
treme penury,  that  (as  their  last  help  and  refuge) 
they  were  inforced,  and  desirous,  to  have  such  little 
plate  as  they  had  left  them  to  be  coined,  for  their 
relief,  into  some  small  pieces  of  Money,  which  might 
pass  current  in  exchange  both  there  and  in  England ; 
and  that  the  quantity  of  plate  or  bullion  there  so  to  be 
melted  down  and  coined,  was  of  so  small  and  incon- 
siderable value,  that  it  was  not  worth  the  charges  of 
erecting  a  Mint  there,  according  to  his  Majesty's 
former  intentions,  which  would  likewise  take  up 
more  time  than  their  present  and  pressing  necessi-' 
ties  would  permit ;  his  Majesty,  therefore,  was  gra« 
ciously  pleased  to  empower  the  Lords  Justices  and 
Council  to  issue  forth  Commissions,  under  the  Great 
Sealy  to  such  persons  as  they  should  think  fit, 
thereby  authorizing  them  to  melt  down  such  plate, 
&c.  into  small  pieces,  of  the  vfilue  of  five  Shillings, 
Half  Crowns,  Twelvepences,  Sixpences,  or  of,  any 
less  value,  to  be  made  of  the  same  weight,  value, 
and  allay  as  the  Monies  current  in  England,  and  to 
be  stamped  on  the  one  side  with  the  letters  €•  r. 
for  Carolus  Rex,  with  a  crown  over  those  letters, 
and  on  tlie  other  side  with  the  value  of  the  said 

^  Commons  Journals,  vol.  III.  page  93. 
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Jneces  respecti^ly  ;  and  that  the  same,  so  stamped, 
should  be  delivered  to  the  bringers  of  the  plate^  &o» 
I  In  compliance  with  this  letter,  a  Commission  was 
issued  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Ireland,  dated  the  7th 
of  July,  authorizing  Sir  John  Veaje,  knt.  Pfeter 
Vandenhoven,  and  Gilbert  Tongues,  goldsmiths^  to 
melt  such  plate,  &c.  into  small  pieces,  whereof  an 
eighth  part  to  be  in  Groats,  Threepences,  and  Two- 
pences,  taking  for  the  coining  of  every  pound 
weight  three  Shillings ;  every  pound  weight  being 
three  Pounds  of  sterling  Money,  according  to.  the 
weight  of  the  Tower  of  London. 

On  the  8th  of  the  same  month,  a  Proclamaticm 
was  issued,  reciting  this  Commission,  and  ordering 
the  said  Coins  to  be  current  in  all  payments,  &c.^ 
About  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand-  Ponnds 
worth  of  Plate  were  then  coined  K 

A  Petition  of  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  London, 
Westminster,  and  Suburbs,  &c.  concerning:  the 
grievance  of  Farthing  Tokens,  was  read  in  the 
House  of  Commons  upon  the  17tb  of  June,  >  and 
ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  at  Haber-' 
dashers'  Hall,  with  the  addition  of  the  Knights  and 
Burgesses  of  Middlesex,  Surrey,  London,  and  West^ 
minster,  as  to  that  business  ^. 

It  should  seem  that  the  Parliament  actually  coined 

Money  about  this  time;  for,  on  the  12th  of  July, 

''the  Committee  for  the  Navy  was  ordered,  by  the 

Commons,  to  grant  a  warrant  for  the  delivery  of'30 

«  Siinon>  Appendix,  No  XLVIL  See  Specimens  of  these 
Coins^  from  the  Five-shilling  piece  to  the  Penny,  >in  Plate  XX VH. 
Ko  8—15. 

b  Siihon^  page  47* 

^  Commons  Journals^  vol.  III.  p.  132. 
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chaldron  of  sea  coals  to  the  Master  of  the  Mint, 
upon  payment  for  them,  for  the  furnaces  to  make 
the  Money  with ;  and  likewise  for  30  chaldrons 
more  for  the  officers  and  dwellers  in  the  Mint  who 
belonged  to  the  Mint,  upon  the  like  condition  of 
payment  ^. 

This  Money,  however,  it  is  probable,  was  struck 
with  the  King's  Dies,  in  order  that  it  might  circu- 
late freely  over  the  whole  kingdom,  equally  amongst 
the  friends  of  the  King  and  of  the  Parliament ;  at 
least,  thus  much  is  certain,  that  none  has  hitherto 
been  discovered  of  such  a  type  as  to  distinguish  it- 
self from  his  Coins  *. 

On  the  7th  of  August  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee, which  was  appointed  on  that  day  to  examine 
the  transportation  of  Gold,  to  enquire  who  were  the 
printers  of  the  tickets  that  day  informed  of,  to  be 
read  in  divers  churches ;  in  what  churches  they  were 
read ;  by  what  ministers ;  and  by  what  authority^. 

The  alarm  which  the  foreign  merchants  had  taken 
upon  the  seizure  of  the  Bullion  in  the  Mint  was  not 
yet  entirely  passed  away,  for  information  was  given 
to  the  Parliament,  from  the  persons  concerned  in 
the  importation  of  Coin  and  Bullion,  that  their  cor* 

^  Commons  Journals^  vol.  III.  p.  164. 

«  Mr.  Leake,  (page  318j)  fancied  that  he  had  discovered 
ShiHiQgs  and  Sixpences  coined  by  tlie  Paiiiament  with  the 
King*5stamp^  and  known  from  his  only  by  the  letter  (p),  in- 
serted iaa  a  Mint-mark.  But  this  is  probably  a  mistake^  as  th^ 
latter  (r)  is  likewise  found  upon  Coins  of  this  reign. 

f  CommcHiB  Journals,  vol.  III.  page  196.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  discover  what  these  Tickets  were;  but,  firom  the  nature 
of  the  Committee  to  whom  the  inquiry  concerning  them  waa 
intrusted,  they  should  seem  to  have  had  some  reference  to 
Moiiey. 
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respondents  abroad  had  conceived  many  fears  and 
jealousies  which  might  discourage  the  usual  import- 
ation. It  was  therefore  declared  and  ordained^  on 
the  S5th  of  August,  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  in 
Parliament,  that  all  Bullion  and  Coin,  brought  by 
any  English  shipping,  shotild  have  free  and  safe  pas* 
sage  and  protection,  both  by  sea  and  land,  into  the 
ports  of  Dover  and  London,  and  accordingly  into 
and  out  of  his  Majesty*s  Mint  in  the  Tower  of 
London  ^. 

A  new  Committee,  as  it  should  seem,  was  ap- 
pointed, upon  the  1 6th  of  December,  to  consider 
the  Accounts  of  the  Farthing  Token  Office,  both  of 
receipts  and  disbursements,  to  examine  the  abuse  of 
importing  counterfeit  Farthings,  and  how  it  might 
be  prevented ;  with  power  to  receive  propositions  for 
the  better  making  of  Farthings,  and  preserving  them 
from  counterfeiting;  and  to  consider  how  the  said 
office  might  be  employed  to  the  advantage  of  the 
State,  and  of  all  things  conducing  to  the  better 
regulating  the  same.  This  business  was  particularly 
recommended  to  Mr.  Hill  ^. 

1643-4.     On  the  14th  of  February,  by  advice  of 
the  Members  of  both  Houses,  assembled  at  Oxford, 

S  Commons  Journals,  vol.  III.  page  218.  The  Lords  con« 
cunred  on  the  26th;  but,  on  the  24th  of  February  following, 
they  sent  to  the  Commons  an  Ordinance  as  above,  with  this 
adcUtibn,  that  the  importevs  of  Coin  and  Bnllion  should  hare 
free  liberty  to  transport  two-thirds  of  it,  paying  two  per  cenii, 
for  the  same,  as  formerly;  the  other  third  to  be  brought  to  the 
Mint.  To  which  the  Commons  agreed.  [Com.  Journals,  vol. 
III.  page  407.]  The  manner  in  which  the  King's  Mint  is  men- 
tioned in  the  Text,  confirms  the  idea  which  has  been  before 
suggested,  that  the  Parliament  coined  with  the  King's  Dies. 

h  Commons  Journals,  vol.  III.  p.  343. 
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the  KiDg^s  Writ  of  Privy  Seal  was  direM^l  to  Mr: 
Tiloey^  of  Rotberwick,  desiring  ^.200^  or  the  value 
iii  Plate^  toached  at  five  Shillings,  and  untoudied 
at  four  Shillings;  to  be  repaid  when  God  should 
enable  him'.  This  fact,  together  with  the  very 
afieeting  clause  with  which  it  concludes,  show  the 
straits  to  which  the  King  was  at  that  time  reduMd. 

1644.  A  trial  of  the  Monies  in  the  Fix  in  the 
Mint>  in  the  Tower  of  London,  wasordered,  by  the 
Hoi^se  of  Commons,  to  be  made  on  the  15th  of 
Jnly^  at  the  usual  place,  near  the  Star  Chamber^ 

And  on. that  day  it  was  ordered  thatihe  Commis-^ 
sioners  of  the  Great  Seal,  who  were  Members  of  that 
Hottse^  and  the  Committee  of  the  R^enne,  should 
join  as  a  Committee  with  the  Earl  of  Kent  and  B«rL 
of  Bolinbroke,  for  making  that  trial  K 

A  Petition  against  the  Farthing  Tokens,  frooi  ^le 
Lord  Ma^oe,  &c.  in  Comm^on :  Coimeil  assraaUed, 
was  presented  to  the  Hoose  of  CcMximons,  and^  oa^ 
the  3d  of  August,  referred  tx^  tim  consideratioa  of 
the  Committee  of  the  House  for  the  Farthing  Token 
Office,  with  the  addition  of  the  Members  for  West- 
minster, the  City  of  London,  and  Bbrough  of  South- 
wark™;  an,d  on  the  7th  the  same  Petition  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  for  th^e  King*s  Revenue,  &c,'* 

Another  complaint  of  the  citizens,  and  a  petition 
of  the  poor,  against  the  Tokens,  (representing  that 
there  was  no  re-change  for  their  Farthings,  -  to  their 
great  damage,  even  to  their  utter  undoing,)  were 
taken  into 'consideration  by  the  House  of  Commons 
on  <he  6th  of  September. 

i  Rusliworth's  Hist.  Collections,  part  III.  vol.  IL  page  580. 
k  Commons  Journals,  vol.  III.  page  555.  I  Id:  p.  561.' 

m  Id.  p.  67  8.*  n  Id.  p.  585. 
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A  Committee  of  Members-  was  dir^ted  to  ac- 
quaint the  Common  Council  with  the  whole  matter 
of  debates  by  the  House^  and  to  desire  them  to  give 
their  opinion  in  what  manner  the  inconvenience  on 
all  sides  might  be  prevented^  and  the  poor  receive 
the  best  satisfaction  ^. 

The  Common  Council  returned  an  answer  upon 
the  10th  of  that  month,  tn  which,  they  stated^  that 
they  conceived  it  to  be  a  thing  of  such  consequence, 
that  it  was  above  them  to  present  a  remedy ;  for  the 
inconvenience  would  be  great  if  the  Tokens  were  sud- 
denly decried,  and  likewise  great  if  they  were  to  be 
continued ;  and  they  offered  the  following  particu- 
lars for  the  consideration  of  the  House : 

1st  That  the  Patentees  had  formerly  Proclama- 
tions for  decrying  of  them,  without  rechange.    . 

Sdly.  Tradesmen  were  nu>re  willing  to  »  .  .  now 
decried  than  continued. 

3dly»  There  were  ^.1500  in  Farthings  in  the 
hands  of  the  Patentees,  which,  if  melted,  would  go 
a  good  way  to  satisfy  the  poor ;  besides  the  estates 
of  the  Patentees  might  contribute  to  the  same.  That 
the  poor  were  in  great  straits,  not  knowing  what  to 
trust  luito  ;  and  therefore,  if  the  Tokens  were  de* 
cried,  they  desired  tbatjcourse  nught  be  taken  for 
the  Coinage  of  new  Farthings,  according  to  the  in- 
trinsick  value ;  *  and  that,  in.  the  Tpwer,  Pennies^ 
Twopances^  and  )»(nai|  Monies,  nnght  be  coined  p. 

On  the  14th  of  September,  a  Reaolution  for 
raising  ^.5000  {<tt  the  exchange  of  Farthiag^  To- 
kens, out  of  the  estates  of  the  Patentees^  Actors, 

Agents,  and  Contrivers,  was  ordered  to  be  com  muni- 

> 

o  Commons  Journals^  vol.  HI.  page  619.  P  Id.  p.  623. 
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«jted  to  the  I^rd  Majprr^bp^iyi^^qpl^ 

Cour^  of  Ajdeirin^p  ^o,  jcoi^^jdj^rikftw^h^  spHHrtl^^ 

be  ^ai^ed,  and ,  puf  ifi  ,?ffe9,t  ,th^,|i^  y^9iy  foi  rf4^i>e8fi 

and  Westmiif ster^^ j|i ji^. , M'?^?.  pf  JpQ^}*»WRicatU)% 

t^e  rumpijr  of  decrj^^^  P^tl|ing,  .TfJc^rj^^,  |pd.  tq 
prevent    the  ^iij(ij:f^nYeii[pf}fi^^   whiph  t  w.puld,  etm^ 

^  Pn  the  nth  ofp^^^  pr4ai.n*^  by^tbe 

iCords  and  Cppfiijiond)  ifj|;P^rl^p)^t^  tb^.  Mlth^ 
j^hte^  both  of  Silver  ^|:|d,QJ[,l$jlyer*^lt^Jbe|pnging  to 
the  King,  and  then  remaining  }n  the  Tow^r  of  Lott- 
dpp  pr  f Isewher^e,  shoijd  l)f^ dejivered  a^to,Willi|m 
■^^^jl^  .esq.  bj^  weight,  to  5 1)^  ^pld,  pajwued,  .sielte4 
down, ^j\nd  converted  ipt^  Cpij^."^..,  3ui;^c^ -^^  Igtb 
of  ji;h^  $anpe  ij^onthtj,  the  L49rd3;de$ired  a  cp^erepce? 
qpon^that  subject;  at,  wl|if2h  they  d^ltfe^j  thai' 
thisy  cqulcl  not  consp^l  to^^  the  Ofd{Diani0i8,  hst 
caja§|Ei  thatpjate  wasj^ntient  pla.t?y-.iherfa^hip^^  <Jt 
which,  and  the  badg^ji^pton  i^  ifetere  of  more,  wc^th 
than  the  plate  itself.  That  the  particular  affection 
set  tipwiit  W6ttitrmake>itfbf  ^iH  ^dris^tju^nce,  if  it 
shotild  be 'disposed  bf^ttioiigh  necessity  be  the  mo- 
tive therigiinto.  .Besides  that  it  did  look  too  much 
h'^ke.|he,  ^iie^/s^pawning  aod  selling  the  jevi^br  of 
the  Gnown^  ;  Aka  the  Parlimmrot  had  fexpressed^iil^' 


^"^tiff.^Qo^  sQin^^MA  dj^ioaey/of  thf ^vB^soiiiBg  had 
xvoj^ect^u^  tte  etetWiW^s*;  V^h^¥y^0lv*tf,^thaithe' 


r  r    .  5  •  k  •* 


lIoQie  cJid  adhere  to  the  former  vote  concerning  the 
diiiposal  of  the  King's  plate,  and  directed  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  three  associated  Counties,  [Berks, 
Bucks,  and  Oxon,]  to  prepare  reasons  to  be  offered 
at  a  conference,  in  confirmation  thereof. 

•  It  was.  also  resolved,  that  Sir  Henry  Mildmay, 
knt.  Master  of  the  Jewel-House,  be  ordered,  and 
enjoined,  to  deliver  so  much  of  the  King's  plate  to 
the  Committee  at  Goldsmiths'  Hall  as  should  amount 
to  iS^.3000,  as  a  security  for  that  sum  borrowed  by 
Parliament ;  and,  incase  the  Committee  should  not 
be  satisfied  the  ^.3000  within  a  month,  then  to  be 
liberty  to  melt  the  same  •• 

It  seems  that  about  this  time  the/ women  took 
some  part  in  the  representations  which  were  made 
respecting  the  grievance  of  Farthing  Tokens,  for, 
ori  the  2^h  of  this  month,  it  was  ordered  that  the 
Serjeant  at  Atms  should  be  appointed  a  servant  to 
take  the  names  of  the  women  that  came  to  the 
House  about  the  business  of  Farthing  Tokens,  their 

places  of  abode,  and  their  desires  ^4 

s  Commons  Joumale^  vol^  III.  p.  665.  This  Plate  was  brdered 
to  be  melted  down  on  the  1 6th  of  .Norembei^  following.  [Com- 
mons JoumalSf  vol.  III.  page  698.] 

'  t  Commons  Journals,  vol.  HI.  p.  678.  The  abuses,  and  the 
loss  to  the  subject,  by  these  Farthing  Tokeiu,  are  thus  stated  ih 
a  Pamphlet  which  was  published  iii  the  cbtirse  of  this  year  t 

In  order  to  circulate  them  in  laige  quantities,  the  Patentees 
allowed  one  Shilling  over  in  twenty  to  those  who  came  to  buy 
them.  This  was  enticing  to  many  covetous  wretches,  who  madfe 
a  practice  to  fetch  them  daily,  and  force  them  upon  all  sorts  of 
peraons  whom  th/ey  had  aiiy  dealings  withal,  and  so  press  five^ 
ten,  yea  twenty  SluUings'  at  a  time  away;  So  that,  in*  a  short 
time,  BDt  only  the  City  of  London  was  mightily  pestered  with 
them,  but  also  the  whole  Kingdom,  aisd  ei^iecially  the  adjaeent 

VOL.  III.  (A 
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I^644*S#  Qoi  the !27th  of  Januuy  4t  ww  cnrdf ve<f» 
that  the  Report  in  Mr.  Whitlock's  hand^  concern* 

CoiiDliesof  K€aat^}£f^ex,r>SuflR)ll|L>  a«d  NarfMk,  ivhiehwere  fil^ 
burdeBed  wUh  theni>  that  in  many  places  there  ^vtM  alinoat  m^ 
Silver  or  <yold  Coin  kft,  l^ia^aM  wete  Farthing  Tokensi 

TheMt  the  PftteBlees.FecetTed>  vfrmi  those  ^who  brpogiil  them, 
at  t^e  flABBd  fiite  ^aa  ^bejr  :had  iaaned*  tfasiQ^  whieh  ^liged  th^ 
vjctuailer>  hadGftri  &)C.ito  seU-ihe  deAcerto  make  np  the  loss  jof 
one  Shilling  in  twetitjr  .1 

Bdtt  when  the  Faithiogs  were,  eoimterfaited,  and  '*htguBti» 
e»M  in  mere  than' went  Qiit>  the  Pat^itees  da&  not  like  it ;  v  bttt 
fk  fetn^dy:  v^is  stnm  devised^  and  that  ^was^  that  none  weoe  theiim 
liutxikMihle-fingBd  iFarthingS// atid  so  woald  take  iji  none  faol 
dot]ble*«ings^J  a  pnetty  device  tx^  dmw  their  necks  out  of  the  eel*^ 
kr,  ffbrTery«£(eMr  f Tokens. wens  fquad  with  double  rings;  most 
did^prove  stftgle  ringsy  airi  none  of  theisa :  who  could  prove  the 
flocitrai:^?'  And^toupM  a  sudden' all  Farthings,  hoik  doidrfe 
fttdshsglet rings  ipvify  acleMretceplied)^  were*  left  npctt  tke  siil:^ 
jee^sbhands$!imtke  mibf  of  niany<poer  \vamn^  who  got  their' 
^viilg  by  selling  .fruity,  hedbs,-  fishyi&c.  and  Ittd  all  their  stonfc 
ia  Farthings,  soma  six^  6tg(tt>.  .tea>  .to  tw«iiity  Shillings^  Thi» 
poelrStiiefcdidkiarmtainthew.aad their  children;  hat  upon  a 
siiddenitfada  was4dlJottty.  ten  their  utl^  \m6migi  [These  wer^» 
prt^baUyy Hhei  iwotnen  meDlitatned  above  >as  having  appUed  to  €he 
^^nBe^i^trnx^fn^fm^Jt^ifif^}  .  (Tfiide^imfin  of  a  Inghes  degree^ 
jibfilaB]&i[Jaoe&,3tod  M  that )tii»e  ten,  twenty> V Josty,  yea«osdie 
had  sbBty^Eouodftiwoi'th  Aif  iTok^as  m  their  haadsiKatid  ahnast 
all^proredvclearklss,  .lor  theteiith  part  did  nqt  prove  dimUe 
rings.  It  was  conceived  that,  at  that  tirae^  4heffe  wee  no  teas 
tha^<^<vatae  isf  ^d6t;0M  larFairthiogs  dispersed  throughout 
1iha<wfaol^iKihgdfmiiiand^^ihitMwa«att  lot^  {theCdpper  eMep^foiK 
«idiD9TenKdy/hoald'he.had  Sfgalnetftb^  Farthing  MakeiB^  ^vAo, 
ia^obnedebce;  efpiity^i^  aadi  jnatlee^  mett  ^obligeA .  la  take  thesa 
again^  Thit^ffifBAe  i^sdentahle  is^ue  ofMoakiag^F^arthuig^fFdi^ 
koMibr  ^hcf  good  tvi^lheieufayeot.   *         :,  ^    "t^i  ^.n-itrr-i 

ua'>^fiut^tfaea»|)tetetedftiBi  who<^do^aU  foTrllie  igMd  a£  the  eiihf 
jttBlv>«Anld^'bi^'™>  meajis  iirsakcfithhtjexo^flfeiiirii  {ftiefiWibuji:  een? 
%rnm4  haetheEieoitt  M  TokeMthatdoiw^jdiMild  b&  able  i^ofmn^ 
ysd^^^ni^^hg^opmatiiiik  andt^Uial  ffa<|tf>««4tb  aJiUlet  ytihur 
spot  in  the  Copper  -,  a  gpo^  n^ark  to  know  their  own^  but  a 


k^  thi<>MiM^yeH^  9h<duta  >te  tJeffver^  ov<pt^-to  Mr. 

better  mark  to  make  anothelr  dheat  of  j^  100,000  more  Upon  the 
{war siibJMti  'but  aliidf  lAmr  g«>od>  /as  ispretencM.  *  Thift  ha^ 
^^erQOLCortaiii'jears)  but  at  firsts  beeauae  that  great  loss  did 
lie  80  heaarf^pdh  many^  and  so  fvt^  in  the  memory  tif  all,  thqr 
eooM  Delimit  ao'iBttijKas  tiieyexpected.  1%  tftie  vMtstk  litne^ 
this  iMW'ektiiig  PivliaiBeattegaiD/and  presently*^!  Bnlcnta  wen 
put  flkmti,  .beeaaae  they  iwere  illegali  and  presstii^  to  tbe^fiob* 
ject.  But  (to  the  great  admiration  of  many)  ihis>  so  ill^l  and 
firesfiaig  a'Patent»  did  aland  upright  in  itt  full  power.  When 
tiity.  pemsiTed  th^  w6Te«  ndt  questioned,  they 'Went  on  ctear«» 
lidly,  and'bcfpan  to  UBe-^eseral  nesUs  to  vent  their  (T^dfiena, 
and,  amongst  other  demcas,  they -used  many  "pomp  womto,  al 
their>fiictorB,  to  gt»  about  the  Qcy  and  Sitorfos^  and  all  ofther 
places  where  any  resort  o€  people  was,  aad  there  would,  by 
kitreaty^nd  impdrtunste  begging,  get  and  persuade: many  to 
change  Iksfti  aix'Plmcd  in  Tofcfena  for  %lver,  'whiok  of  late  bath 
di«|iei»ed  «n;«ifinite>qnantityiOf>lV)hens:$  by  whieh  measn  ikntf 
affe-foeeome  so  ptonty,  tlmt' every  retailing  tfadesman-ia'so  pes« 
t<^ed  therewith;  that  almost  half  of  ^at  thcQrcec^iTe  is  Faithing 
Tokens  j  and  all  ac^jacent  Counties  are  become  so  foil  of  them, 
nay .ip»re  than  erer  they  were  befote^i  so  that  of  imressiQr  these 
Toiwna  aatist  go  dow»  again,  which' will  prtive m  greater 4o68 
^han^thoee  fongoerly,  except  Hhe  tfufthority  of'  this  HomairtdJia 
Parliament  doth  eompel^  the  Tok^-^Matoera  ta nttendat  theilr 
office,  with  ready  moAey,  to  take  in  and  exchange  to  the  snbjeet 
all  their  Tokens  for  godd  dnrrent  Vlomcjy  as'  in  oonscience  ond 
ecfiBty  the  To^ett-Malke^  "btlght  to'do>  or  dse  k  will  prove  a 
^very  great  loss  to  the  subjeet.'^  « 

AS9  a  nsmedy  finr  these  misokitfki  the  anthtir  of  the  Pamphlet 
ptopQsedy  that  Farthings* should  heinaderdthariK^Copp^vortf 
aoou  mestal  miawdwith  Ooppery  ao  BBOchiinli value  aa.  mig^t  bo 
worth  afhr^hing;>  [A  ftemedia  againsi.the  loye  of-<the  finfojeet 
by  Fai«hjng*l^sk0tta,  4to,  J^  In  qiposition  teljlie 

statements  in  this  Ftophlet,  Wiaie^  piiUli8bed>  ^<frhe  thumfalo 
IMtion  alid>  AaQsoii«aiiic6«»f  ^mt  hundindi  of  R^n^lete/^  Who 
faara  ^parkastof  £ha«tti^attd^B»asdatiiil  themt  uid<  oTConntlM 
QMpmen  in  the  !itiaoidaied>Cdititiiea}^and  M  thoasanda^f  ^ecim 
pai^  btAide^  Ibr'Abt^reslMkigritf  aaMd%^TokeiiB,^ifvb»  to#^ 
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ttjI^I^Mloftb^  T«|>€rted()cmi(tlifinfdl(Mil)ngl  SidaBday.f. 

iT^  l0Rfqport»  hoWewti  was/itdt  «ben  made^  liKot t  haiire 
Jt/^een  abtertd49kdover wihether^it iromeverrfatodght 
fef  itacdji  iiK>ri iwbafi  '\ts  <purport  and  intcntioo  \VetPi 

,.aii^ib,.thi9  tiiiie.«cQnskkfat^fe<.qtia»tJtles  of>/foret^A 

and  generally  all  the  WestCJouiitryii  'TheieCcfliilj 
^^^9  ,tbiioi|gh  igooitnce,  'taken  itiucb  labav&'ikeir 
H9\^^9  a*  (Jiy«rfci»orjla nof;tRix  Dollar^  tw6'*Penik  • 
^piec«^ i^mm tJia»jth«^rigbfe » i^ijc  DoUarsi  ;> :  Spait^ 
dlopey^  rqerUtd  Piec^mf  EigUt,  'wh«ob  ^weiit  4it  fa&i, 
^k^AUPlg^^  wif  fotr  P^ncei  I  (the'  T^lue^of  ^tbe  riigibt 
sgi(t,  oi^  S^vMle :  Qoi aO' A^^^^^^  ^6^  inmiybtkhM 
^<ip  Jigl^tj;,.  an4:  a  jiortI;of XotH  vrfatdft^  v^asi*  inu<49 
liffir^utWl^r '^e  iSenriUlxtCDtny  at«lte£it6^4bii^Pelii5d 

i^^^j^f^t.)  j^TTber^  w»$  ilBat  »<^nwiltitadec^oflf'fehcte 

W^fitb JiAtle  mMtithsin  ithnwi  Farthjngs ^*  ^     > '  i  •,     -    ■ 
It  does  not  appefit/^faokirdBejvyHtbftttilbesd  <}()J^i 
^t^r^f A;;f/$^)fi|e4^i^  anyql fotacpaft trom idib^  coait^  ^[kI 
itqtf  £gK^lf8l^ev(tbey:J*<eiteibrcwttgbt>int6  the  ftltfHtina^ 
<?«*P^  ^hoy^^msfHti^fted  by  ^persona  ?enga^ed  .  iflfi 

-n*i5^a-  t^Pi^"  tte  4tfci«rfeNorterobejJy  inUW^iym^  «1^^ 

extreamiy  damnified,  and.  are  like  to  perish^by,  t!iiefSU|ym8sioa< 
ohiLH^  XtfiMi&if  lPt6'ylth"A,e&f  and  Honoura^^^  . 

ol>l>irilMndb«',-)«S«'.  Hflt^^U'tU^^eare  )'^4!""f  l^now'no't 
wto<l>wr^jd»  erbo^difieuiie^ij^retent^tWr  "^k.^^tUe't^kcic^' 
which  the  Petitioners  ife|f9nsf«iiiI^(i)|9nitkfi^«iiiitM  WMlM' 

keos«  p,.6. .-  :,,   f  «?>  q  '/  Jo»  .bIbouioI  «ao£amoO  ' 


Jj^vAamtat  taitke  Cdiniilon»  ah  ^Oititr  thtttthei|lA4l 
^itheMoiliesan  Abe  Rinc,'  tn  the^Mintdf  tbeTo^b- 
ioF^^Londoo^  ^skould  be'tiiwSe  on' the  Qdlond&y  (btldvi^- 
ii^i^^hmnlMhi]  latuthe*,qsufil  plitd^'metfip  tbe^^SUi'^- 

«mdi>()ef^^iin^' pera<l>ns!i¥G#e  appmiited  ai'abeMi^'^b^ 

Iba8)lelvm  ofrjevfit-y  thai^^bebngiiig'tb  the  Mint, 
H^^oarr  tq  bavfeill€teai^eftify  iexfjited»i*mi*  this  timcH 
fwy  m  the^/l4tk  of  Jidyj  MieyorkJeltd  thatrit^'l^ 
rej%rre4 » *oi.  Skr.  Rt)bett  Hwieyi  MrJ  Nlyfey  436*^!!; 
M«.^)IIU]y  and  JVti>.  :]^mfacef  Wfelttikfe<fty  4iifi 
4tind4  aiuir  aeaneb  the  Jtriinbsoiateljrioonie'fco^^^ 
%A*I  vnbeiieioi:  «hey  W€reinfdfin«ttl,  iMem  i^iiy litf* 
stftenidntft^ytetd-«tlfi«>materialsiknd  UiJbgd,  belottgitf 
faHh«  Mint,  fap  fit  iwribc  made  nwr  ofiki  Aie  Cbin^ 
ftf^oti^eiftria^  to^  te^^ei^aUbflucbniw^irutiierits^ki^ 
materials,  aiid;mpbnl.tli8mrte/thd^Hw«fe^'itAfbri^«6«^ 
p(qm;d)ofaa;th^J$b9ukbdfidkkfi^         :{<>n  r^job  jl 

,T^e*kwo»  Hdij$e8'^s«pp$ici(p^tfcW^ 
tb§,p¥rity  of  thfi)  ?Cdi|i»,  .ab*  jfervtliit^jjjtitipd*  ^pi' 
I»tPte4  fre^iuent  ityjals*  olP»theJi»f«to^y>{^^  th^T^ 
9ut  little  mcM»  .tha«  ibiiite^hi|ftotel£i^hid*i^rrf^s^ 
8m«P,ibe;laR«;trial,>  in,  No/eteb*H^I«l<5j<  jret  6 
ist  of  February,  1^46-7,  the  Lords  desired  the  con- 

^^^J^e^for  tbie  }SM»«<»i;i«bAt>iBORth),>^  4)iew*ki*" 

the  COurii^fef  tKls  y^TpSp^ipg  fe,fc^H.aKO  ^. 

*  Comp^oB^  Jpurnab,  voL  V.  p.  69.  h  Jd.  p.  ^s!*  '^"^'^ 


SgO  ANNALS  or  VHK  tX>INA6E, 

On  the  Spth  of  Malrch|;^Hhe  Loidfl  stat'tb  ibe 
Gommons  an  Ordinaooe  forthe  diGioov^i'y  r,e£^  tbe 
clippers  and  falsifiers  of  the  Money,  to  which  thef 
deahred  their  concarrence  ^.  The  Commlnft  brddred 
that  it  sbdu-ld  be  read  on  the  Tfanrada j  afiber  the  9$d 
Off  April  4*  It  was  not,  however,  read  on  that  dxy^ 
bat  on  the  1 8th  of  May,  togethet  witb  toothetr  whick 
mbkbited^tbcf  payment  or  receipt  of  any  clipped  Ailcc 
wa&of*tbe  Kingdom ;  ami  they  were  ordlnred  to  be  reafl 
Ihe  fdcond.timeupontiie  Friday  next  following  V '« 

iHb  prooeedtn^'appearupon  thart  day  ;  bnt  up6A 
thei»i8th  of  Augwt  the- Wbc^  business  'codCemrng 
n^pedand  (alsified  MtNlqr  was  ^eferred^to  the  CbM- 
mittee  of  Rerenuey^  wbichf  was  to  repoit,  upon^  tbfe 
m^t  Th«irsdtfy,  ibeir  opiniotiis  to  tbe^  Hou^,  whbt 
tjNey  thought  fit' t^  be  done  for  the  temedy  of  su(!h 
l^usea;  and>the>  Memb^s  far  Landksbire,  and^the 
^^rtherri  Counties,  wer^-  to  be  conferred  and  adtiseiS 
WAi  in  tht*rtl«nes8^ 

I  ♦The  Report  of  tbe^C^>«h mi ttee^^as  received  ott  the 
ks^b'J^'th€  same^nionth,  npon  which  the  Hoiu>to 
^dl^afed^'  «nd  then  ordered,  that  the  business.shonld 
iiie¥efer^dbacfcfothe'Coriimittee  of  Revenue,  atid 
Hfc^^Cototaittee  ^ppi6inted  for  the  declaration  coti^ 
cferhi^g  the  Ej^ise,  •  which  were  to  be  joined  as  to 

. '^  A^  thi«  time  the  Parli^me^t  appears  to  have  been 
ttiU4h  di8tfe»50d  fbr  want 'of  Money,  and  a  Declaim- 
iJ^^tt  wii«  oi^redtd  be*prepa4^d  by  a €!om mittee,  An 
the  1st  ofSeptetftbevi^^^rthfe  security  ttf"  such  Mer-^ 
ohants  as  should  bring  in  apy  Bullion  to  the  Tower{ 


\i      ''n'J.  ■-  ►  ••K' 


f    t* 


ddd  the  CoBdTnittee  wa»  dtrMted  46  icoofer   iv4th 

Span^  'Merohante^  and  others,  tis  it  should  tbhik 

^^fl^^    '     \'    '  ■      I.     t,   ,  '    'jj 

• '  lite  Ordioanoe  to  prohibit  the  currency  of  Money 
df ddinishecl  by  elipping  <)r  filing,  was  ^blishedb^ 
tbe^Loids  andComtBons^  after  seYeral  amendmenks 
bad  been  m^ide'in  the  latter  House,  upon  the  6th  of 
September.  It  ordered  that  such  Money  sheuld^  191 
futurej  be  esteemed  as  Bullion,  and  no  otii^rwiie. 
But  to  the  end  that  those  iMonies'  which  were  by  the 
Ordinance  declared  to  be  uneiHrrent.  should  aotim* 
mediately  become  unuseful  to  those  who  lived  in 
remote  fpiarts. of  the  Kingdom,  and  eould  aota^H 
tbem  but  at  .under*rates,  it  was.ondained,  that? for 
tbree  montbs  from  the.  date  of  the  Ordinance^  vthe 
said  eU{^d;  Money  should  be  allowed  of  in  pay), 
meiit,  at  four  Shillings  and  ten  Pence  per  ounce;  for 
GokisniUhs*  or  troy  weight,  or  fous  Shillings 'and 
four  Pence  Halfpenny  the  ounce  avoirdupois.'  And 
all  persons  were  to  take  aotice,  that  such*  G)i{(ped 
JMbney  would  yield  in  London  four  ShliiliiEigsi^iid 
eleven  Pence  per  ounce  of  Goldsmiths'  weighty  ,and 
four  Shillings  and  five  Pence  Hajfp^niny /^eruou^^ 
for  avoirdupois  we^ht,  attbeleept  ^  Jt  ip^aa/ bojin^ 
ever^  not  intended  that  any  old  Monies,  whicb  were 
apparent  not  to  be  dipt,  or  othervvase^unlawfaliy 
^minished^  but  only  grmirn,  Kghfa through <ff earing 
and  wastingy  by  long  passing  {rom.bafid  |to,hiind> 
should  be  inckided  wiibifi  tbe,.Or>deiv  llut,th^)F  Yiut^ 
j»tilHe  be  current,  without  diBpi^#t%£ifrm<rly.^4   «.  \ 

^  Commons  Journals^  vol.  V.  p.  ^7.  The  Committee  of  the 
Navy  was,  at  the  same  time,  ordered  to  make  a  Report  to  the 
House  6f  loiae^e^tual  oouii^  to>  pVei^nt  the  tianspbrtation 
of  BoiBon. ' '     ^  I  Scobeirs  Ads  an^  Ordinances,  11^47,  cap.  91  ^ 


SSR  ANNALS  iOIHlBCSiOOIN AGE. 

9(ditt  tlrielikiDvtifniiitHmnHMdM^ 

tih^ithir^ilfaMWkr  arid  WnfAam  of'  tlpc  Minfty  and  o4ber 

#ffQ«MiaI^Smii^^rl(tbe'- i^undi  aiiid>fregkilacii9i9(k^ 
^ill«t%i|>taiifgf^f^ll  MD#ieB<thelL)iveiltt  d>eii)  or  ahoujid 
4M^i<;4ltiedi«li€^^.'  'TtiWi«^mgi^d,toiby4f)«iiordfi 

#'Ii*ltin#'#^  ^kebted  to  tafce  cspceifaicare^  Ihat 
tfci^  ^ofi*6¥*vWlfeh^*bef  ;3F€iteiw^  fer^JtBlatid  hwre 
current,  and  not  clipped  nor  filed  ™.  -  i'*    \ 

««^TB^H«WiW  i-eSiito^d/tifKdti  tiid^sad  of ^Man^ch/^he 
^gtesfti^li^li  ^f  tt«e^#«^  abme>6l  dopped^aitidiCitkie 
^i^m  »f'ib'^^Rlngdoli»5'^idW(lib&lafidiiyg^tte  OFdi^ 
l?*rf«l^  a^l^ist ^^  Wi  ^  tiM  .0|i&fe*'idM?t,  i  on  j^SsiBwi^^ 
%'^r^n^flld«%)g|  %tt«  li5Msp>^kb«4dcjpt6Hedif«^sEii)^. 
bate  of  tbe  business,  and  bo#  it^twigt*  b«  su^ipfeased 

^'^48L«**  iFhfe'lf o^t^gdS^  miy»b(ki^  Mpon  t^t  day, 
fe?a?if  ilp^afe  te/^s»ftte  sh^l«t  ^iaie<^reviou«  tatte 
'i22d  of  September,  a  Gi^ft'Aiisiibtt  i4^^  issued,  uiiAar 
l^  f^^M  »te^Mij^ty'**E5^icqUen*unto  Ed*nard 
Watkini/^irf/^iAid^  dtMi^i  C6r»fnis»i<>ftefs  foe  diaco*- 
^ftiJ'^f  Hrtei^cAlefi  dPGbm^and  BuJlioo/  andi  of 
gSl&fPof  tH^^eigHtie^*  Cdms  fe^r  the  ptirtwaemf 
S^efeif  MavWii  im  bt^cYifpp^mt  watehevi  of  Comci 
bpt  ^vyaiijafterwards/pund,  necessary,  for  tbe  dijJT' 
fftF^ifc  gf ef*.i»^ .  W^  ^i^fytl^^  c^pders  in  >uch 
friJtteis*^ toa^ilidemoify.*^  b^e^  i^a. soa»e 

sort  guilty  of  tbe  like  offences,  fi«)i»  the  penalties 

.«!  Rushwortk'a  Historical  Cdieetrans,  part  lY.wol.  iL;tXj^9^ 


tfflflbaO  *^)i^'>€3oiliraiBsmii'stwem  tberrib^ 

3I<4^  ^^oakt  fnsdfie  diso0veryfioffitMi^riQfi^l}O99i;f{ii 

^liioUsffg^  tbem^froiQAUriiemltfes  to  b^in^jH^^^p^tft 
them,  for  so  much  as  they  shoi9ldrJbair§:Qeu|iN<WfliM 
dwoM  fadyeiODDcetiMduk(^ilxaiej|v^;9ri4  nop>m^| 
ti  'To  <  4ii]9ttiiQr/ei>Daiftrrence  lof .  t^  Jlim?4KMW^I  4^ 

lowing  day  P.         i.'«jii  vy.  ».i  .»•  i  K>n  birr;  .tfi'.miJD 

ffbYfe> ordej^r;  loi/>€k)bMl^Pew.itOr9^z9/((tffi R^h^ 
NE^«Bniiesi  of, iGUdbmi^f^  iWI^ay^rs'i. . wic  ^^^t 
^UBkerfa'%Haliloi,itt>f<bf>^pHt4  40fth^j>i^yipMinA„fl^^ 
iiimaradueid  tbi^>Qriny  fc.^  ?.,,.  .  -v.-w.nd  c^^j,  in  oir.J 
'  At  some  tintie  in  this  reign,  the  Earl  qf^Q jl^QE)gfg^ 
jhad  iMMfiepigrailt«d  .tf>|bii»  tpt? rfsct^iM^  anjf^l^^ 
w  ^  Ijeknd  '^y ,  but .  i  ibAMe  .u»t ,  fotm^  ^tj^^l^je^ ^ep^^ 
Mailed ibiiiiielfioftbftt;p«|\j(f«r.)  r,  ,»>!;n'jrn')r?'to  b^S; 
^  »i««a-»-    The,  lH«r Jot  lh«  ^j^f!m9tfi  W^  ^I 

miAAtQdxMk  tbera«tU.of  #a»«^»|5ip;jl;|iia,y^jr.nJjBW 
.  litis  highly  creditftb|§,tot|^^  ]S^,^^^^\\\f^ 

diffieuJ^es^  b^  iierer,id^a^?4ibj? o^JoJRf-io^^^lfe 
dmiew>  ti»,«arUamwf,WQu^^  mtt  \Wi^lHMo^ 

.  o  Commons  Joittnals,  vol.  Vl.  p.  27- ,  pT[d.  pi »/"" 

'  q  A  Letter  o^  iSs'Eicaf^ficy*%Bm«'to?«^I»rl^ 

Lett^  b'ctAtBdl Dtotai  ,^/i\.nyfiv>  jJif  ^ift   io  yjIiut>  jioe 

r  Letter  of  the  Marquis  of  Worcester  (late  Earl  of  blaKO^rgan) 

to  die  Ekrif  bf'ClarendoiJ>/'Jrufi&YWo|6tf(K;ni§6IamidHiVJ6l*te 


SS4  ANNALS,  or  iTHE  0>INAG£* 

ftele  tiie  eotisteaoe  of  mch  M«»icy$  iniilieirOicii* 
nvMe  of  «tke.6tb  of  Sq>tember,  lfi47.;  but  hetpiee* 
served  the  standard  inviolate,  even  when,,  from  i»e* 
OMttyi  the  workmanship  of  some  of  his  Goins'Was 
fl&  nide,  as  to  justify  the  suspicion  that. the  Qies 
were  sank  by  a  com  moo  blacksmith  f.   ^      <  . .» 

llie  style  which  be  used  upon  hi>  English  Cbins 
differed  only  in  the'  nam^  from  that  whioh  bis  father 
adopted,  after*  be  assumed  the  title  of  King  of  Great 
Britain^  except  in  the  following  instaooesyiwhete  a 
Halfpenny  reads  CAROLUs.RBxS  and  a  Tfwopemiy- 

piece  CAR.  D.  G.  ANG.  SCO.  FR.  ET  HIB.  R£X.n 

y    On  bis' first  Seal  bis  Father's  style  was  continued, 

but  on  bis  second  tbe  words  magnje  .  sRiTANNiaS 

a]]{ieftr:instead.of  ANGL£i£  •  scoivuc;^  . 

-   The  various  mottos  which^  upoo  the  Rev^'aes  of 

i^ng  James's  Money  alhided,  to  .tbe  Union  of  ^tbe 

4|Ki>  Kingdoms^  were  almost  entirely  omitted  on  these 

Cotns^  although  they  occur  frequently  upon  those 

whidh  he  struck  in  Scotland. 

. « 'Instead  of  them  we  find  lchristo  auspice  rbgn0« 

JUSTITIA  THRONUM  FIRMATw  AUSPICIIS  HEX  MAONE 
TUIS»  ARCHJ&TVPU3  MOKRi::iS  ARGBN.Ti&  [Arg^tes^] 
4NG||I^U.  SALUS  RiEIPUBi^ICJi;  SUPREMA  UX.  FLORB- 
mT   IN  JEVVM.      FIDEI   DEFENSOR.      EXURGAT  DBUS 

3>i$9][PENTUR /iNiMici ;  ^^d  itt  two,,  or  sometimes 
^ree,  lines,  across  the  middle  of  tlie  area^,  reug. 

FROT.  leg.  ANG,  UBJ^.  PAR.  ^      FLORENT  CONCORMA 

.^gn^.     cux4'P^£s  sui  deus  protegit*    amor  FO*- 

* ' »'  See  Silver  ioins,  Plate  XXVI.  No  5. ' 
'-^  Silircr  Coins,  Plate  XX.  No  6, 
»  Id.  Plate  XXII.  No  14.  x  Sandford. 

i  Cue  pieced  with  the  mbtto  ch«isto  auspice  kegno^  has 
this  legend  across  the  aireai    See'Suppl.  part  II.  Plate  V.  No  14. 


m^U'mmmuvuu  Mtciis,  *Md  another^  .At  Mdy  4Mt 
AH)  ita  ElogMsh  Coin,  allusiTe  to  the  Uaion^  ewkw 

VmJS  UTRO«LUE«     I  ' 

r  One  singular  Half  Crown^  veads  oo  the^  ObreM^ 

10  tlEXr  DArFACiIit»f  CCRSUM,    a«d    OH    ^16    BeMTSfl^ 

'  HjB  sty te  up<m  sqiob  of  the  Coins  strode  in  Stot* 
ian4  is  the  same  as  the  EngK^  ;  upon  ofebcvsi.tt 

Mns;  CAK*  H/G.  SCOT.  ANG;  FE.  £T  kib.  r.  ^^  > 

HienujttM  upon  the  Reverse  are,  qvm  0Eihf 

COKif  U>^XIT  MEMO  SEPARET.  CHRI8TO  AUSFICS  R«GNd. 
SALUS  REirUB.  SUPREMA  LEX.  J^STITIA  THROKUM 
FI^MAT.  BEKRICUS  ROSAS  REGNA  JACOB0S.  '  HIS 
PR^SUM  UT  PROSIM.      UNITA  TUEAMUR;  <' 

No  Coins  were  struck  in  tAiis  reign  for  the'  parti'- 
euhir  use  of  Ireland,  except  those  i«4)ich  .were  rudely 
sSfimped  of  the  plate  which  was  brought  in  to  i^p- 
piy  the  necessities  of  Government  in  the  years  r64t 

The  great  variety  of  his  Money  will  bfe  tte^t  dtor- 
derstood  by  a  view  df  the  plates,  aiid  by  the  d€»9crip^ 
tion  which  is  given  of  them.  .  ' »  • 

Besides  the  regular  K^ces,  ii^hich  i^krt  bf  a  si^e 
and  Value  well  kndwn  as  th^  currency  of  the  King- 
dom, there  were  also  others  of  irregnlar  form  ahd 
value,  which  the  immediate  want  of  Money  obliged 
the  King  to  coin  at  various  times.  These  are  called 
Siege-pieces,  or  Money  of  Necessity;  atid  were 
either  Coins  of  larger  size  than  had  ever  been  used 
before,  as  the  twenty  anji  tep-sl^illing  Pieces  of  Sil- 
ver ^^   or  rude  masses  of.pla|e,  clipped  ^,,.  and 

^  Plate  XXII,  No  2.  a  gee  SUyer  CQim^  f^Ac  XXVII. 

.  h  Silv^VcoyiSy  Plate  3^11,  IS<>«  1;^  \S^  ai?d4, /    ,, 


stomped  with  some  hastily-formed  device,  and  even 
retaining,  in  certain  instances^  the  |:pouIdings  of  the 
salvers  from  which  they  were  cut.  Some  of  these 
^^e$  ,lt][f  fita^l3;qpf^|W^  4ha  ^iwatt^^  the"  Gjeifetle 
^l[i[f^m  Hff^  w«rf^;StFfipk,  jfeiit  there  i  are  ^aribds 
cjt^jers  wh^pl>,,oi4yjbeaxi.afi  impj^^fei^ltf  r0preseQ(l)a^fa 
^{^t^la^  jf^c^^jf J ^^ji^  iQ.,c;pu8e([(u^nQ9j  still ramatns 
Unl^pwn,  ^i^^ral .n^pre^nlations 4>f tbiaspecies  df 
Jrloney  f^e^  giy?ft  .il>  Plates, XXMII.XXy'IH,r  aiRl 
^;^l^.  of  tl^^.jSi|yer;iCoinii  in  iSiupplemtfit,  Plate 
yXf  aiid  in  Sv^pl^apa^.t  Pwl*!'-  The  .Gold  Coins  of 
tl3|i|  ^rt^ aire,  bvit  Jew,  ..JSp^cifpens  of^  thtni  may  bd 
^;i  jn  Plate  xin.Jil^p.  XIY.  ^'«3^  andr Supple- 
lay^Xitrf^rt  Ih  .,     .  .•    ...    -,  »'..-.    --'  /. 

^^^he^freqpentr^mpYals.of  tbf  KiQg>u^o^velri6ua 
P^rjts  Qf  h;a  iDo^j^iniop^.qblige^  bi«&;>towe8AallH«b« 
s^eral,.  R^jnts  ;  ,wd  tb^  ppce^iti^  of  >tboi^ ;  *v4tk^ 
ei^gou^e^^i^is  cai|^^^;aii4  (V?ere  pqi^^ped.to  ^eilijfiito 
of, ^€1  (Jl^stle , jyhiqh , th^y .defended  fir  himj,  and 
whef^.  they  wpr^  jiq  cqur^fi,, ,  ffcpte^ited  from  receiv- 
ing 9|}y.^,f l^ppli^  fy^m  M}ff^  were  the  oc!C5asio»,nof 
many  more.     They  were  situated  at    ... 
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ill5^?W«fff^*«i;>*..  .-/£f}E»»arft8«a-*;./  iiJ^CARaOiftOU^H.  • 
igSIPIfi^l*   :i  J  M   it;>li)WaN.  i.>     -SHREWSBURY* 
:,'1f9S^Cmm'^^»i^   ry^KSWARKu  WORCESTER^ 

i(iaiUCkv<       ,;  :M:03tF0iRI>i   ■    •       YORK. 

:»«!'»« ^iriStttt  d«Wi^  C&«H'wlidse'iidmes  aVe 


•    ^ 


THE   COMMONWEALTH. 

*^ir*^^8*9:  'Alth6lrgh  the  two  tfotis^  of  Patliaiil'^ 
"did;  (as  w»  h^ve  ili^ady  seeii,)  in  the  course  of  tTf^flr 
dilute' w«h'th«  Kiflg,  tak^  Mpbti  tfieni;  for  l\ie 
matnteT^anets  of  th^rpbVfe^,'  to' i^egtilafetftte  CoiAs 
theti  iw  cttir^ricy,  by  tfieiV'dW* authority,  and  J(i 
teceivfe'Pfelfe'^nd  BirtHon;  ytei  the^' iiever  presum^(| 
to  coin  Money  during  Hii^  fife  'without  his  Imai 
and  siiji*jterJptioh "".  'flat  idon  after  'his  deatfij  tl 
Hou«e  of  Commons  flt-st  'voted;  bn  the  tftH  of  f^ 
bfiiaty/  tSiat  the  ^ous4  of  Peers  InVParliament  wa^ 
useless  and  dangerous,  and  ought  to  be  abolished^ 
dtid> then  pr<xJ6eded'6h  'the  next  day  to  resolve^tnat 


*  Ji      ..I  ]       -  J  <'i 


thtf^&iVigly' Office  was  titi necessary,*  burth^nsome, 
dlril^'dai^i-oiiis  to  We  flbertjr,  safety,  and' piiblfclc^ 
\nWi^k  dt  the  ?Iktlbn,'knd  th'^refore  ought  to'tie^ 
abolished;     Billfe  for  those  purposes  were  braered  to 
be  pvepa^'ed'^by  a'Cortiiiittee^;  aAd  ^ere  soon  after- 
Ward  declared  to^be'Statiited'by  ffie*ialithori%  6^ 
thatParhamente/*    .  ..n.     •    .       M        •  o.a  ,.n..« 


*        •    •         T 


,  ^.  ,'        n    .1    a  •  Kju       -n  .  w  .-v  j»  via 

^  It  k  jrematkable^  that  wheneM-'tliiyliave  occaflfalf  tid^^tdlk 
of  the  Mu^ft,  danii^  that  period,  HMyrmvariably  caU  it  thbiKM^s 
Mint.  Le3)£Ci  ai  it  has  been  before  obBAred,  sAp^ceMtlib^lie 
had  discovered  some  of  the  Coins  twhiefar  were  struck  by  th^^pMl-- 
liament  with  the  King's  Dies^  from  the  circumstancKldfitMr 
bein^  marM  with  5hc,le|t(9if^  if  9.cjm^  Qi?99i30e|#d^Q; 
but  ibis  16  probably  a  mistake,  as  the  letter  a  13  foui^d  ^^  J^ft » 
same  manner. 

^  Parliatnentary  History,  vol.  XVIIF.  pp.  553,  554. 

«  The  Act  by  which  the  Kingly  Office  was  abolished^  passed 
upon  the  17th  of  March,  and  that  by  which  the  House  of  Peers 
was  taken  away,  on  the  19th  of  the  same  month.  [See  Scobejrs 
Collection  of  Acts,  1649,  cap.  16  and  I7.] 
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Having  •  thas  ertabltshed  tbemsebm  aa. the  ruliiig; 
power,  they  sooa  begann  tA  exerciae  the  premgativM 
of  Sovereignty,  and  accordingly  appointed  (hy  ao 
Older  dated  on  the  i^th  .of  the  aama  ii»6atli) 
Money  to  be  coined  with  liieir  style  and .  autboriiy^ 
out  of  the  Gold  and, Silver  which  had  heeti  seized  in 
the  King's  Household  or  Treaaury^  alL  which  Waa 
carried  to  the  Mint  fti  the  Tower  of  Londoti^ 
according;  to  directions  from  the  Parlianwnt  and 
Council  of  State,  to  the  amount  of  many  thimsaod 
Pounds ^ 

On  the  second  of  March  a  Petition  was  preseirtei 
t9  the  House  from  the  Lord  Genial  Fairfax  as»d  hif 
iQouncil  of  War,  the  fourth  article  of  which  was-«^ 
%bu6es  of  dipt  Money  to  be  redressedJ^. 

In  consequehce  of  that  article,  the  'Houses  npoa 
the  same  day,  referred  to  a  Committee  to  consBdfir 
and  exAmijne  the  abuses  concerning  dipt  Money, 
^nd  ^y  practice  used  by  any  persons  in  buying  the 
4§]Xie  at  lan  undervalue,  and  putting  it  off  at  the  full 
valu9.  The  Committee  was  further  directed  to 
ji^ruse.  the^  former  Oidinance  touching  dipt  Mbneyv 
to  consider  wherein  the  same  was  defective,  to  pro* 
piMindi  .to^vtbe  Hbaae  soioe  remedy  for  the  said 
abufios,  and*  to  bring  in  an  Act  for  that  purposo 
upon  the  next  Wednesday,  ^ 

,  .A^pcoposal  that  the  Collectors  in^^the  sevehrt 
Gmmtica  sImildBot  neoeive  •  any  dipt^ Money,  afid 
that,  in « case  th^y : ^dHl, :  they-  shcdild  Dniike  it  good,' 
which  was  moved  at  the  same^tiiaMjWto  itegativ^^; 

^  Vertue's  Worksof  Simon, .pja,  .'■•"' 
e  FSirikziieiilaryHistor}r>  vU.XiXip;S$;   : 
^  Commons  Jouraals,  vol.  VI.  p.  154. 


t  The'aboveHnentioned  Act  ^rres  not  brought  «|>  on 
tke  appointed  day^  die  Houso  being  then  chiefly 
occupied  with  die  Actsr  for  taking  aif  ay  Ringdiip, 
aid  fcff  aix»lishtng  the  House  of  Peers,  and  with  dia 
Oeelaration  to  satisfy  die  Kingdom  touching  tba 
grounds  ^  their  late  proceedings  ^ 

^Interest  of  Money y  ithich  had  long  been  at  iiiight 
per  ^cefd.  was,  on  the  1 3th  of  that  month,  redueed 
to  six  per  cmf/  The  alteration  to  take  place  from 
the  ^th  of  September  next  following  K 

1649*  On  the  14th  of  April,  the  Parliament  re* 
ferred  to  the  CcHincil  of  Slate  to  consider  a  Fetper 
presented  to  the  House  concerning  the  coining  t^ 
G(dd,  brought  in  a  ship  lately  cotne  from  Guiny,  Ibi^ 
the  better  advatnotng  of  trade :  and  the  Governor^,  or 
scNDe  other  'of  the  Guiny  Company,  was  required  to 
attend  for  that  purpose. 

At  the  same  time  it  was  referred  to  a  Committed 
to  consider  of  and  peruse  the  Statutes  (ouchii^  the 
sale  or  transportation  of  Gold  and  Sriver,  and  oth^ 
laws  concerning  Coinage  and  TreasuJ*e,  atid  to  bri^ 
in  a  Bill  for  the  forfeitures  to  be  converted  to  the  utir 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

Colonel  Temple's  Propositions  ftic  pn^etftiag  ^s^ 
portation  <^  Gold,  or  odier  Coin,  and  the  busineM 
of  melting  down  the  Coin,  were  ord^r^  to  ht  refe{v 
r^  to  the  conaideratioh  of  the  Council  t)f  State  $  to 
tak^  some  c^ectual  course  feir  preventing  t^ie  ohwue 
therein,  and  the  damage  thitmi^  ODmetothe 
CoqinK^ai^^b  th«mby«  t^  > ':  i  1    v  ^  iv 

I  Commons  Journab,  vol.  VIx(p,(l(68i^.  It   '  -  -<  ^^'  <        .  v'  ^ 
k  Pkrliamentary  HistOfj/ WL^JOK.  p<  filT*    But  aee  tmOer 
August  8>165L  '.I   .1     ^     .«         «»T 


k'      l«      s     ^       t    (  ' 
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Ilic  CaaHDitteetaiichiiig  tb*  Stamfft  far  C<mi  wa* 
r^tfyiirtd  to  mefk  {orthm'uh^  and  to  nidi«  a  ftspovt; 
on  the  Mondky  foUowiog^;  imd  oo  tlie  17th  ihm 
Attorney  General  was  ra^md  to  briag  iir  a  BiM  f>r 
tlie  Stampa  of  Coia.  oa  Satmrdagr  mornuig*^. 

But  thif  seems  to  have  been  rather  prowahiap ; 
for  it  appears  that  the  Cooiaiittee  did^  not  anke 
a  Report  until  the  l8th»  aod  that  the  coMfdemit 
tipn  thereof  was  then  referred  to  the  Council  ei 
State,  who  were  to  advise  with  the  Coannitteei  and 

to  report  th<9n^P<^  '^• 

They  accordingly  reported,  upoo  the  25th  of  the 
same  moi^th,  the  ibrm  of  several  stamps  for  Coins, 
with  the  kvH:riptionSt  When  the  House  resolved,- 
that  the  inscriptions  to  be  put  upon  the  Coin  of 
England  should  be  written  in,  the  English  tongue. 

That  on  the  one  side,  on  which, the  English  arms 
should  stand  alone,  should  be  this  inscription,  the 
QMfMOVWKALTH  OF  ENGLAND;  and  on  the  other 
side,  which  should  bear  the  arms  of  England  and 
Iinelandy  goo  with  us^ 

^  CotBiDODS  Journals,  v^i.  VI.  p.  186.  I  do  not  find  any  Bill 
for  tbe  approiNriation  of  the  forfeitures  as  mentioned  above. 

■»  i4m,  page  186.  u  idem,  page  189. 

9  Thcae  Coins  were  the  subject  of  standing  jokes  with  the 
Cavmtiers.  The  double  shield  on  tbe  Reverse  was  called  the 
Breeches  for  the  Rump  * :  and  from  the  legiend  they  took  occa- 
flffoB  to  otMerve,  that  God  and  the  Commonwealth  were  on  dif- 


,  *  The  narttrs  of  tlie  Long  P«rUanMnt  having  been,  by  exclusion, 
dcalb,  Ac.  wry  much  teduccd,  the  renaiader  was  compared  to  the 
rump  of  a  fowl  which  was  laft,  all  the  reit  beinff  eaten.  [Memoin  of 
Colonei  HutcbiiMoa,  page  363,  acta  by  tha  Editar.]  Lord  Lucai,  in  bis 
Speech  i«  the  House  af  Feeri  in  1^0-71,  ipaka  af  tha  ffsriiawsirt  IJsitey 
calM  greccbM,  am)  stiM  it  a  6t  Staaip  te  tba  Gate  aC  4m  Mmmf. 
^peeeb,  4te,  MMkbarf,  1673.]  A  gnU  deal  of  aik  apaa  Has  Mh^a 
m«y  be  fcen  ia  Hadibras,  Part  HI.  Caata  9,  Uac  IMr 


WmiiHe  npo^  til  Gt^in  in  <?rd^n  ^6»R1  a&(h!StV#r, 
ttrtttatii  mutiindb.       *       ^    "^  ..lo  r/    .  j  .: 

chief  engrthrtrWtteflftMrBiiffSfaW'^'^^^^  "  ^  ^ 
.4tr«B»'*iilgO'  ordereir;  th^ 'it ^^  referred  to  ttie 
Ctencilof  State,  a<k?of<Htt^td ;IW^^* WsoftitionV;^ 
torperfbot  the  busini^s  tduehti^)^  fhk!  si^M  s6A%6f' 
Com  in  €r6wi  Gold  and^SHvdf ;  *  '^"  '  "'  ''^^ 
'  XhatMn  AttdrtteyCS^esral  fel?  Y6q\ii\^  t<J  brfhg'^ 
ia  the  Indentures,  and  an  Act  fdVi^i^BilBHit^fhS 
ftrm:of<?ofn/to-iiftm^^tAorttng^.'-^        *^    '     ^ 

.Tfhatifcbereferre^td  the  06mmlttee'6f*tfite  RP^ 
vMRie  to'^ive  ditier«for  payrnent  of  siucK  MdtiWKs^ 
sbould  be  drdci^  bynh^  ^JotrtWril  ^  of "  State;  fet*' 
maJbtt^'Mioil  #tRni^f  fbrtCdm^/  ftnd  sfacti  Hiiihbier  d^ 

ferent  sylea^  p:i4l«r.«^ '^Ib^  Jrtl4nl^.^\w-oldat8niifaei>^0il4 
ployed  to  coin  the  Plate,  of  9^ J^^t^pg,  ^^,11^]^  jgi|^|^|fmilK 
whence  one  said. —  .       ,     1   i  \     .J.    .i  .-H^^    •hl- 

Cssans  efngies  nulla  est,  sed  nnaginis  expers.      t      .     ^ 
Crux  duplex  super  est  dira>  gemehsque  jLyra^  ' 

And  another:                                           ,          ,         .V.^-n  1 
May  their  success  like  to  theirjCpjin^jj^^..  ,^^  ^^,.  ^ 
Send  double  crosses' ifor  their  singl^^lj^e^^,  ^    »,v*i  ^    » 
Sure  I  am  dieir  Coin  goeth  under  9|^qifra]^  ^picioa  of^lffii^ 
as  bad  as  their  cause.    But  I  )iope  berc^^,.  iyhei|^t|^e  qpestigK)^ 
is  asked  of  our  Coiners,  WEose  in)a^  an4  §HgfW^(ip^^P<(  i^J^^^^ 
it  vnXi  be  returned,' The  Vasqrii  ^f  ^E}pg;)an<^.V^^|[H^sl(^«^|  t)^-* 
<<rorthiesoFEtigland,  London,  p.  193.1        ^^ ^^ 


■  I  J     ■  <i 


The  device  on  tlnsse  CoW  w.tjb^^^fji^i^^^^  VMW>ErQtopia 
^p6ken  in  Burjr  School  in.tbe  year  ,173  L;.t*j,  .\  .  :u      i^^     t      -.r»iy 
'^  A  Sliver  pajr  of  Breaohesrneatly  »l»i  aMghH^  .-««<* 
>      .  (Sii€ha»fDDut56e'«itowa«Kil<lfluitip*erbftt''  ^  '^  "  *^^" 

t^)»iWhHliMlbMkf«otirg^  to  b6^t'   ' 

•r**^*T^!^tRr*«ld;*<h«^wa^  '*;  :^\  :,: 
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them  as  the  said  Council  should  s^point^  and  to 
take  care  that  the  same  be  paid  aocoFdingly* 

On  die  following  day  it  was  referred  to  theCoancii 
.of  State  to  consider  pf  the  Indenture  touching  the 
Mint,  and  to  present  to  the  House  a  Master  of  the 
Mint  P. 

The  latter  provision  becaiDe  necessary  on  aocoutit 
of  Sir  Robert  Harley*s  refusal  to  ^^  stamp  aiiy  Coin 
with  any  other  stamp  than  formerly."  ^ 

A  report  was  brought  up  from  the  Council  of 
State,  on  the  loth  of  May,  which  stated  that  diey 
had  considered  the  Indentures,  and  had  filled  up  the 
blanks  concerning  the  kinds  of  the  Coins  ;  and  that 
they  presented  to  the  House  Sir  John  WoUaston, 
as  a  fit  person  for  Master  Worker  of  the  Mint 

It  was  ordered  by  the  House,  that  it  be  referred 
Imck  to  the  Council  of  State  to  call  Sir  Robert  Har- 
ky  before  them  ;  and  to  consider  of  the  ^hole  busi- 
ness, and  what  might  be  fit  to  be  done  therein,  and 
to  report  it  to  the  House  on  the  morrow  ^. 

This  Report  was  delayed  until  the  l6th  of  that 
mondi,  when  the  Council  of  State  laid  before  the 

P  Commons  Jouraals,  vol.  VI.  p.  195. 

q  Folkes,  page  94.  It  is  not  easy  to  assign  motives  for  this 
refusal.  Sir  Robert  Harliey  was  Master  of  the  Mint  for  the  King 
from  1626  to  I636>  and  accepted  an  appointment  to  the  same 
office  from  the  Parliament  in  1643^  from  which  time  he  con- 
tinued to  coin  with  the  King*s  dies,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the 
P^liament,  until  the  refusal  which  is  recorded  above.  Is  it 
possible  that  he  should  have  considered  the  mere  alteration  of 
the  stamp  as  a  matter  of  importance,  and  shoidd  have  over- 
looked the  weightier  offence  against  the  royal  prerogative,  which 
he  had  committed  by  receiving,  and  acting  under,  a  parlia- 
mentary appointment  ^    ,,   ,\ 

^  Commons  Journals,  vol.  Vt.  p.  2b6. 
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Hou$6  a  letter  from  Sir  Robert  Harley,  in  whicb 
he  declined  further  meddling'  with  the  making  of 
Money  for  the  present.  On  that  letter  being  readt 
it  was  ordered,  that  Sir  Robert  Harley  be  discharged 
from  the  office  of  the  Mint  for  Gold  and  Silver  Coin } 
and  that  a  trial  of  the  Fix  be  made  at  his  charge. 

The  Council  of  State  again  recommended  Sir 
John  WoUaston  as  a  fit  person  to  be  Master  Worker 
of  Gold  and  Silver  Coin  in  the  Tower  of  London 
and  Commonwealth.  But  notwithstanding  this 
repeated  recommendation^  it  was  ordered  thjiit  Dr* 
Guerdain  be  Master  Worker  of  the  Mint,  in  the 
room  of  Sir  Robert  Harley. 

It  was  further  ordered,  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Council  of  State,  to  perfect  the  whole  business  of 
the  Mint,  and  touching  the  Indentures  to  be  inade 
to  Dr.  Guerdain,  in  such  sort  as  were  formerly  made, 
to  Sir  Robert  Harley ;  and  to  perfect  the  schedule 
of  Officers  in  the  Mint,  and  the  forms  of  the  Coins 
to  be  made ;  and  to  prepare  an  Act  for  confirma^ 
tion  of  the  Coin,  and  also  to  consider  of  a  salary  to 
be  allowed  to  Dr.  Gardine,  for  executing  the  office 
of  Master  of  the  Mint ;  and  to  report  their  opinion 
therein  to  the  House  ■• 

On  the  3l8t  of  the  same  month  the  House  agreed 
with  the  Council  of.  State  that  ^.400  per  annum 
should  be  allowed  to  Dr.  Geurdain  %  for  his  salary  as 
Master  of  the  Mint**. 

The  Act  touching  Monies  and  Coins  of  England, 

s  Commons  Journals^  vol.  Vl.  p.  210. 

^  1  have  retained  the  various  spellings  of  .this  name  as  they 
appear  upon  the  Journals.  They  will  be  found  to  diffi^r  mate- 
rially from  each  other  la  the  compass  of  a  few  lines. 

*  Commons  Journals^  vol.  VI.  p.  212, 
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was  reported)  and  read  the  first  and  seoofnd  time  upo^a 
the  6th  of  July,  and  then  eommitted  tp  the  Com-^ 
mittee  of  the  Mint,  as  was  likewise  the  Act  declaring 
it  high  treason  to  counterfeit^  clip,  &c.  the  Money 
and  Coin  of  England  \ 

At  the  same  time  Mr.  Attorney-General  reported^ 
from  the  Council  of  State,  fees  and  diet  of  the  Offi- 
cers and  Ministers  of  the  Mint  to  be  boroie  by  the 
Keepers  of  the  Liberty  of  England,  by  authority  of 
Parliament,  and  to  be  paid  by  the  Warden,  in  man- 
ner and  form  hereafter  expressed,  and  until  the  Par- 
liament of  England  should  otherwise  ordain. 

John  St.  John,  Warden,  by  the  year    100  0.  0 

Walter  Grime,  Warden*s  Clerk     -    -  20  0  0 

Henry  Cogan,  Comptroller       -    -    *  66  IS  4 

Peter  Fenton,  his  Clerk      -     -    -     *  13  6  S 
Andrew  Palmer,  Thomas  Woodward^ 

Assay  Masters     -^-------6613  4 

Their  Clerk ---10  00 

Bingley,  Beale,  Auditors      40  0  0 

And  to  each  for  his  Clerk  ^g.  1 0  and  to 

each  for  parchment^  ink,  paper,  and  other 

necessaries,  ^.10  per  annum. 
Anthony   Knivet,  Tellera   [only  one 

name  mentioned]     -------33  fi'^ 

TTieir  Clerk     - -    -  10  0  6 

Richard  Pight,  Clerk  of  the  Irons      -  1$  6  S 

Surveyor  of  the  Melting  House     -    -  26  13  4 

His  Clerk 10  0  0 


» 


^  This  hev^  6e<9iin6  a  sepamte  Statute,  but  it  forms  a  part 
of  the  44tfa:  chapter  6f  an  Act  of  thii  year,  1^4^,  by  wUch  it  wai 
deelarod^  ''What  oflfenoes  shall  be  a<\judged  treason/'  See  U 
undor  July  17th. 
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Tho,  Symons,  Graver  of  the  Irons  -  30  0  0 
John  Reynolds^  Under  Asaayer  -  -  40  0  0 
John  East,  Under  Graver  -  -  -  -  40  p  0 
Daniel .  Brattle,  Sinkers  of  the  Irons 
f  only  one  name  mentioned]  -  -  -  -  20  0  0 
• — —  Hodgins,  Smith  -----10  00 
John  Dendy,  Porter  --    -    -    --10     0     0 

Vening,  Parson  of  the  Chapel  in 

the  Tower,  for  his  tythes    -----OI34 

-*— -  Symson,  Sexton  of  the  same  Cha- 
j)el,  by  the  year       -------04     4 

For  the  diet  of  the  OflScers-    -     -    -  5S     0     0 

James  Howard,  John  Reinolds,  Clerks, 
to  be  employed  for  the  keeping  of  books, 
iand  other  services  l>y  directions  of  the 
Officers,  to  each  ^.20  per  annum    -    -  40     0     0 
No  more  to  be  allowed  to  the  said  diet  but  such  as 
shall    be   admitted  by  the  Warden,   Master,  and 
Comptroller  of  the  Mint ;  and  their  names  to  be 
set  down  in  writing  within  one  month  after  the 
sealing  of  these  presents ;    and  the  residue  of  the 
charges  for  ai^d  about  the  making  of  the  Monies,  and 
for  all  other  fees,  are,  from  time  to  time,  to  be  paid 
and  borne  by  the  Master  and  Worker  of  the  Mo- 
nies, upoii  account,  according  to  the  tenor  and  true 
meaning  of  the  Indenture^  hereunto  annexed. 

The  House  approved  of  the  several  allowances, 
and  also  of  the  several  persons,  above  named,  to  be 
in  the  several  places  and  offices  above-said. 

And  it  was  tlien  ordered,  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
jCouneii  of  State,  to  consider  of  the  daim  of  th^ 

7  The  Indenture  does  not  appear. 
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several  persons  above  named^  and  every  of  them,  in 
und  to  the  places  aforesaid.  And  in  case  there  should 
be  any  held  by  antient  patents,  that  they  should 
give'  order  for  the  renewing  of  them :  And  that 
their  order  should  be  a  warrant  to  Mr.  Attorney 
General,  to  prepare  such  patents  to  be  granted  :  And 
that  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  the  Great  Seal 
should  be  authorized  and  required  to  pass  such  pa-e 
tent  in  common  form,  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Eng- 
land, unto  such  persons  accordingly  :  And  that  the 
Council  of  State  should  take  order  that  such  of  the 
faid  persons  as  they  should  find  requisite  to  put  in 
security  for  the  due  execution  of  their  places,  should 
put  in  security  accordingly. 

In  consequence  of  an  Order  from  the  Council  of 
State  for  a  warrant  to  the  Attorney-General  [Ed- 
cnond  Prideaux,  Esq.]  to  prepare  a  Bill  containii^g 
a.  grant  of  the  Office  of  Master  of  the  Mint  to  Aaron 
iGreurdain,  it  was  ordered  by  the  Commons  assem* 
bled  in  Parliament,  that  the  Attorney-General  of 
|he  Commonwealth  should  prepare  a  Bill,  contain- 
ing a  grant  of  the  office  of  Master  Worker  of  the 
Monies  of  England  within  the  Tower  of  London, 
|in/i  elsewhere  in  England,  unto  Aaron  Geurdain, 
Doctor  of  Physick  ;  together  with  all  mansions  and 
j[)uildings,  profits  and  pre-eminences,  to  the  said 
office  belonging,,  gs  amply  as  Sir  Robert  Harley,  or 
^ny  other  heretofore^  held  the  same ;  to  hold  and 
ei^ecute  the  said  office  by  himself,  or  his  sufficient 
deputy,  for  whom  he  should  answer,  until  the  Par* 
Uament  of  England  should  otherwise  ordain,  accord- 
ing to  tb^  form  of  aa  ladf ^tune  made  between  the 
Keepers  of  the  Liberty  of  Sfigland,  by  authority  of 
Parliament,  and  the  said  Master  Worker,  to  bear 


^ 
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4«te  with  the  grant  of  the  said  office,  touching 
the  business  of  the  Mint.  Which  said  Indenture 
having  been  perfected  by  the  Council  of  State,  to 
which  it  was  referred  by  the  Parliament  to  be  made 
perfect,  wa9  likewise  to  be,  together  with  the  grant 
of  the  said  office,  prepared  in  usual  form  by  the  said 
Attorney-^General ;  and  after  the  Recepimus  there- 
unto made  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  the 
Oreat  Seal,  and  the  counterpart  thereof  signed  and 
sealed  by  the  said  Master  Worker,  was,  with  the 
schedule  thereunto  annexed,  containing  the  several 
officers  of  the  Mint,  and  their  several  fees  ^nd  allow-* 
ances,  to  be  forthwith  passed  under  the  said  Great 
Seal,  as  likewise  the  grant  of  the  said  office :  For 
4oipg  whereof  that  order  was  to  be,  as  well  to  the 
said  Attorney-General,  as  to  the  said  Lords  Com- 
missioners, a  sufficient  warrant'. 

On  the  1 0th  of  July  the  Attorney-General  re- 
ported the  amendments  to  the  Act  touching  Coin^ 
with  a  table  containing  the  weights  of  the  several 
Coins  of  England,  which  were  twice  read,  and  re- 
committed, with  the  amendments  at  the  table,  and 
the  Attorney-General  was  to  take  care  fo  bring  it  in 
on  Thursday  morning  \ 

On  the  1 7tli  of  the  same  month  the  above  Act 
was  passed  ^.  Its  preamble  states  (in  imitation  of 
the  Proclfgnations^  of  Elizabeth,  James  L  and  Charles 
I.)  that,  whereas  the  ordering  of  Monies  and  Coins, 
^nd  scitting  the  same  at  such  vali^ttions  and  prices  as 
^all  be  thought  conveni/ent  and  necessary,  is  appro- 
priate and  of  right  belonging  to  the  Sovereign  and 

'  Commons  Journals^  vol.  VT.  p.  ^51,  -  ^  Id.  p.  $58. 

^  Cpmmcms  Joumali,  p.  968. 
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supreme  authority  of  this  Commonwealth .;  aa4  ^ 
Parliament  having  resolved  to  change  and  aker  the 
former  stamps^  arms,  pictures,  with  the  mottoes^ 
words,  stiles,  and  inscriptions  in  and  about  the  same^ 
and  to  cause  new  Coin&  of  Gold  and  Silver  to  be 
made  of  several  stamps,  weights,  and  values,  but  of 
one  uniform  standard  and  allay,  to  be  current  within 
the  State  and  Commonwealth  of  England,  (that  is 
to  say)  one  piece  of  Gold  of  the  value  of  twenty 
Shillings- sterling,  to  be  called  the  Twenty  Shillings 
Piece,  stamped  on  the  one  side  with  a  cross,  and  a 
palm  and  laurel,  with  these  words^,  the  common- 
wealth OF  ENGLAND ;  and  on  the  other  side  widi^ 
the  cross  and  harp,  with  these  words^  god  with  us. 
One  oth£ir.  piece  of  Gold  Money  of  ten  Shillings,  to 
b©  called  the  Ten  Shillings  Piece ;  and  one  other 
piece  of  Gold  Money  of  five  Shillings,  to  be  called 
the  Five  Shillings  Piece ;  with  the  same  words,  in- 
scriptions, pictures^  and  arms,  oa  each  side,  as  the 
fotmcr.  And  for  Silveit  Monies,  pieces  of  five  Shil- 
licigs,  and  ][)ieccfi  of'  two  Shillings  and  six  Pence,  of 
twjelvel  Pe^oe',  jand  six  Pence,  having  the  same 
words,!  inscriptions,  pictures^  and  arms,  on  each  side, 
asltbe  former  ; '  also  pieces  of  two  Pence,  and  one 
Penny,  having  the  sam^  pictures  and  arms  as  the 
iWmer,  without  any  words  or  inscriptions  ;  and  the 
Halfpenny,  having  on  tb<e  ^one  side  a  cross,  and  on^ 
tbetother  side  a  harp/  All  wfei^h  severaK  Coins  of 
Gold^and  Silver,  the  »Parliamerit  doth  hereby  etiMt; 
declare,  publish,  and  autfiorize,  to  be  amongst^ 
others,  heretofore  used,  the  Monies  current  for  this 
iState  and  Commonwealth  of  England,  to  be  used 
an4  receiyeiJ  by  all  the  people  of  this  nation,  in  all 
receipts  and  payments,  and  in  all  manner  of  traffick- 


TRfi  C0»lH6NWfiALTIf. 


«49 


tug,  biirgainitig,  atiddealing/ between  mah  and  man^ 
tft'thfe 'several  rates  and  valaes  contained  in  the^sche^ 
dirie -or- table  hereunto  annexed,  expressing  their 
true' values  and  weights,  according  to  the  account  of 
the  Mint  wfthin  the  Tower  of  London. 
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.Memorandum.  Twdve  ounces  .make  a  pound 
jvvttigbt  troy,  twenty>p^myweights«an  ounce,  tw^oifym 
four  grains.  iiNpftnnyiiieightf  twenty  mites  a  grainy 
iwenty-four  droits  a  mitej  H^aoity  pinfits  adroH^ 
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c  Statute  1649,  cha^.  4^.  3oobeirs  Acts.  These.  Coins  were 
struck  of  the  several, dates  from  1649'to  165*6^  and  also  of  1658 
and  1660,  do  thai  iiief  x^ihre  U^^  e^tirel^  c(iijcMitiAU6cr  uHt^ 
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UpoD  Ae  nmc  day  another  Act  was  pasted  to 
deelve  what  oflSsnoes  should  be  adjudged  treason,  in 
wUch  it  was  enacted,  that  if  any  person  should 
OMmterfeit  the  Monqr  of  the  ConmoBwealth,  or 
diould  bring  any  disc  Money  into  the  land,  counr 
leHf  it  or  other,  like  to  the  Money  of  the  Common- 
we^b,  knowing  the  Money  to  be  false,  to  oierchan- 
diise  or  make  payment,  in  deceit  of  the  people  of  the 
Np^n ;  or  4f  any  person  ahonld  hereafter  fidsely 
forge  and  counterfeit  any  soch  kind  of  Coin  of  Gold 
or  Silver  as  ¥Fas  not  the  proper  Coin  of  the  Com- 
■Bcmweakb,  but  current  within  the  realm  by  the 
coDsent  of  Parliament,  or  such  as  by  them  should 
be  authorized  thereunto,  or  should  bring  from  the 
parts  b^ond  the  seas  into  the  Commonwealth,  or 
into  any  the  Dominions  of  the  same,  any  such  false 
M$d  oomiterfeit  Coin  or  Mon^,  knowing  the  same 
to  be  fclse  and  coonterfint,  to  the  intent  to  utter  or 
waakt  p^fment  with  tibe  same  within  the  Common- 
wealth ;  CNT  if  any  person  should  impair,  diminish, 
ffjFiify,  dip,  wash^  round  or  file,  scale  or  lighten,  for 
widEed  lucre  or  gain's  sake,  any  the  proper  Monies 
or  Cmss  of  the  Commosiwealth,  or  the  Dominions 
thereof,  or  of  the  Monies  or  Coins  of  any  other 
leatm,  allowed  and  stdfered  to  be  eurrent  within  the 
Gommonwealtb,  or  die  Dominions  thereof;    that 
then  all  and  eVety  such  <rffences  should  be  deemed 
and  adjudged  hi^  treason,  and  the  offenders  there- 
in, their  counaellers,  procurers,  aiders  and  abettors, 
bong  convicted,  aceording  to  the  Laws  of  the  JUttr 
lion,  of  any  of  the  said  <^fenoes,  should  be  deemed 
and  adjudlged  traitors  against  the  Commonwealth, 
and  su&r  such  pains  of  death  and  forfeitures  as  in 
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case  of  high  treason,  excepting  corruption  of  blood 
or  loss  of  dower  **. 

On  the  same  day  it  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to 
the  Lords  Commissioners  for  the  Great  Seal  of 
England,  and  the  Committee  of  the  Revenue,  to 
give  order,  and  appoint  a  day,  for  trial  of  the  Kx, 
and  for  returning  a  Jury  for  that  purpose ;  and  like- 
wise to  give  order  that  the  Jury  should  prepare  a 
standard  of  the  several  Coins,  faccording  to  the  tabte 
at  that  time  establii^hed  •. 

July  24th,  the  Attorney  General  reported  an 
Oath,  to  be  taken  by  the  Master  Worker  of  the 
Mint,  in  these  words,  viz.  You  shall  swear,  that  yon 
shall  bear  yourself  well  and  convenable,  to  your 
utmost  power,  towards  the  Keepers  of  the  Liberty 
of  England  and  the  people,  in  your  office  of  Master 
and  Worker  of  the  Mint  of  the  Monies  of  this  Com^ 
mon wealth.  So  help  you  God.  This  oath  was  at- 
sented  to  by  the  House ;  and  it  was  ordered  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Revenue,  to 
approve  of  the  security  to  be  given  by  the  Master 
Worker  of  the  Mint,  and  to  give  direction  how  and 
in  what  ipanner  the  same  should  be  given  ^ 

<l  Scoteirs  Acts  1649,  chap.  44.  Tlie  atitliwi  «f  the  FMia« 
iaeutary  Hisloiy  sayj  that  this  act  u  aa  exact,  liteial*  coj^  of 
another  passed,  under  the  sapae  title^  the  14th  of  May  in  the 
same  year,  with  the  addition  only  of  the  paragraph  relating  to 
the  Coins  -,  and  yet  that  no  reference  is  made  in  the  one  act  to 
the  other,  nor  any  reason  assigned-  for  re-enacting  intoalawy 
what  had  received  that  sanction  oidy  two  anonths  befoce.  [VoL 
XIX.  p.  156]  Th^  Statute  of.  the  Mth  of  May  i^  not  in  Sco-* 
bell's  Collection,  but  it  is  enumerated,  by  him,  in  *'A  Table  of 
Ordinances  and  Acts  formerly  printed,  but  are  neither  printed 
nor  abbreviated  in  this  book/* 

«  Commons  Journals,  vol.  YI.  p^^60.  f  Id.  p.  268. 
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The  Council  of  State  ordered,  upon  the  l8th  of 
August,  that  a  Cominittee  should  be  appointed  to 
take  into  their  consideration  the' business  of  the  Coin^ 
and  the  par  between  this  and  other  *  natrons ;  and 
that  there  be  care  taken  that  the  Coin  of  this  nation 
may  be  kept  from  carrying  away ;  and  to  conaid^ 
of  some  means  how  the  Mint  may  be  set  to  work.  In 
pursuance  of  this  last  order  the  draught  of  an  Act  of 
Parliament  against  transporters  of  Gold  and  Silver 
was  finished ;  twice  read  in  the  House  ?. 

From  this  time  the  attention  of  the  House  seems 
to  have  been  diverted  from  the  affairs  of  the  Mint 
until  the  lOth  of  Qctober,  when  the  Council  of 
State  desired  that  the  House  would  declare  its  plea- 
sure what  should  be  done  with  those  who  were  Offi- 
cers in  the  Mint,  by  patent  from  the  late  King,  and 
who  had  been  called  before  a  Committee  of  the 
Council  for  the  renewing  of  their  patents,  but  had 
refqised  either  to  deliver  up  their  old  patents,  or  tQ 
take  out  new  ones. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  that  such  Officer^} 
who  had  or  should  so  refuse  should  be  forthwith 
displaced  ai|d  discharged  from  executing  the  said 
places  and  offices  respectively,  and  removed  out  of 
their  respective  habitations  belonging  to  them,  and 
to  their  several  respective  places  and  offices;  arid 
that  the  Council  of  State  should  be  authorized,  and 
have  power,  to  call  in  all  such  old  grants  and  pa- 
tents, and  to  displace  such  persons  as  had  or  should 
wo  refuse,  and  to  pkoe  other  £t  persons  in  their 
rooms.     And  that  the  said  Council  should  give  war- 

» _ 

r  Violet's  proposals  to  Oliver  Cromwell,  p.  109.    See  under 
the  year  1653. 
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tant  to  Mr.  Attorney  General  to  prepare  patents  to 
such  persons,  for  such  places  and  offices,  quamdiu 
se  bene  gesserint*  which  should  be  a  sufficient  war^ 
rant  in  that  behttf ;  and  the  Liords  Commissioners 
of  the  Xdrreat  Seal  of  England  were  authorized  and 
irequired  to  pass  the  said  several  patents  under  the 
Great  Seal  accordingly  \ 

Oct.  11.  It  was  resolved,  by  the  House,  that  all 
the  Officers  of  the  Mint  yhonkl  subscribe  the  en«- 
gagement  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  Common** 
wealth  of  England,  as  the  same  was  then  established, 
without  a  King,  or  House  of  Liordsl. 
. » Nov.  7.  An  Act  for  Trial  of  the  Pix  was  read, 
and,  after  some  amendments,  passed.  At  the  same 
time  it  was  ordered^  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Conn* 
cil  of  State  to  consider  of  the  standard  for  the  Coins 
«if  the  Commonwealth,  and  to  present  their  opinions 
|a  the  House  K 

Nov.  9.  It  was  ordered,  that  the  Lords  Commis* 
sioners  of  the  Great  Seal,  and  others  of  the  Gommis* 
sioners  for.  Trial  of  the  Pis^  Money,  and  the  Jury 
empanneled  for  that  purpose,  should  be  authoriacd 
and  empowered  to  proceed  in  trial  of  th&  said  Mo^ 
nies,  by  that r  part  of  the  Standard  which  remained 
in  the.  Exchequer,  with  that  which  regained  in 
Goldsmiths  Hall.  And  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Commissioners  for  Trial  of  the  Pix  Money  to  give 
order  that  the  Standards  for  the  Coins  of  the  Com^ 
BMMi wealth  he  new  made  of  the  same  alkiy  with  the 
former,  and  pceseot  tbe  tsame  to  the  House  to  be 
approved  of*.  )  .  ^ 

k  Commons  Joums]s>  vol.  VI.  p.  305.  ^  i  Id,  p.  306. 

1c  Commons  Joumsls,  vol.  VI.  p.  320.  iThis  Act  is  not  ia 
Scdbell's  Collection.  1  Id.  p.  3121. 
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Nov.  16.  An  Act  was  feported  from  the  Coutietf 
of  State,  empowering  the  said  Council  to  administer 
an  oath  unto  the  Jury,  for  the  making  of  two  stand* 
ard  pieces  of  Gold  and  Silver,  to  be  approved  of  by 
the  House.    The  oath  was  as  followeth^  viz. 

You  shall  swear  that,  according  to  jfour  best  skill 
and  judgements,  you  shall  make  two  standard  trial 
pieces,  the  one  piece  in  Gold,  commixed  in  propor- 
tion of  twenty-two  carats  of  fine  Gold  and  two  carats 
of  allay  in  the  pound  weight  troy  of  Engbod,  of 
such  quantity  as  in  your  discretions  you  shall  think 
fit,  for  the  making  of  four  standard  trial  pitees  of 
the  Commonwealth's  Money  of  Gold,  to  be  made  in 
England,  and  one  piece  of  Silver,  commixed  in  pro- 
portion of  eleven  ounces  two  pennyweights  of  fine 
Silver,  and  eighteen  pennyweights  of  Copper  in  the 
pound  weight  troy  of  England,  of  such  quahtity  as 
in  your  discretions  you .  shall  think  fit,  for  the 
making  of  the  standard  trial  pieces  of  the  Common* 
wealth's  Monies  of  Silver,  to  be  made  in  England. 
The  said  standard  pieces  to  be  indented  and  printed 
according  to  the  pleasure  of  the  Parliament,  declared 
in  the  present  Indentures,  between  the  Keepers  of 
the  Liberty  of  England,  by  authority  of  Parliament, 
and  Aaron  Goardon  1^,  Master  Worker  of  the  said 
Monies. 

.    The  Act  was  then  read, '  and,  upon  the  -question, 
passed^. 

Dec.  90th.  Lord  Commissioner  Whitelock  ne- 
ported  from  the  Council  of  State,  diat  in  pursuance 
of  the  Order  of  Parliament,  of  the  l^hof  Novem- 
ber, for  the  making  of  standard  pieces  of  Gold  and 

n  This  is  another  various  spelling  of  tliat  person's  name, 
n  Commons  Joamals^  vol.  YI:  p.  323. 
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Sihfer,  a  Jury  of  Goldsmiths  appeared  before  the 
Coaticil,  and  were  sworn  for  the  making  thereof; 

WZm 

Sir  John  Wollaston,  Knight  and  Alderman. 

Thomas  Viner^  Alderman. 

Thomas  Noell,  Aldermm. 

Francis  Ash. 

Thomas  Smithies. 

Francis  HaU« 

George  Courthop. 

John  Perryn. 

Richard  MorrelL 

Samuel  Moore. 

George  Snell. 

Richard  Gibbes« 

Matthew  Mason. 

Alexander  Jackson. « 
That  upon  the  22d  of  November  they  presented 
.  their  verdict,  as  followeth,  subscribed  by  them ;  and 
therewith  two  standards,  one  of  Gold,  and  one  other 
of  Silver,  indented  and  marked,  divided  into  four 
parts ;  whereof  one  part  was  delivered  to  the  Master 
Worker  of  the  Mint,  one  to  the  Warden,  one  to  the 
Wardens  of  the  Company  of  Goldsmiths,  and  one 
remained  to  be  delivered  into  the  Exchequer* 

The  Verdict  of  the  Jury  for  making  of  two  in- 
dented standard  pieces  of  Gold  and  Silver : 

We,  whose  names  are  hereunder  written,  have, 
^K^oording  to  our  best  skill  and  judgenient,  made 
two  standard  trial  pieces ;  viz.  the  one  in  Gold, 
commixed  in  proportion  of  twenty-two  carats  of  fine 
GcJd,  and  two  carats  of  allay,  in  the  pound  weight 
troy  of  England,  weighing  two  and  twenty  ounces, 
fifteen^  pennyweights,  six  grains,  divided  into  four 
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inden;ted  pieces^  add  the  other  oT  Silver,  commii^ed 
in  proportion  of  eleven  ounces  two  pennyweights  of 
fine  Silver,  anct  eighteen  pennyweights  of  allay  in 
the. pound  weight  troy  of  England,  weighing  two 
and  eighty  ounces,  eighteen  pennyweights,  twelve 
grains,  divided  in  like  sort  into  four  indented  pieces; 
for  the  trial  of  the  Commonwealth's  Monies  of  Gold 
and  Silver,  to  be  made  in  England;  both  which 
standard  pieces,  so  divided,  indented,  and  printed, 
we  present  unto  the  Right  Honourable  Council  of 
State,  appointed  by  authority  of  Parliament,  ac- 
cording to  our  oat^s  in  that  behalf  taken  before 
your  Lordships. 

The  House,  by  a  Resolution,  then  aj^roved  of  the 
above  standards,  and  also  of  the  delivery  of  the  four 
several  parts,  according  as  had  formerly  been  used. 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Great  Seal  should  be  required  and 
aothoriaEed  to  i$sue  forth  Writs  for  proclaiming  the 
Aet  touching  the  Monies  and  Coins  of  England  ®. 

A  Copper  Coinage  for  the  use  of  the  poor  seems 
to  have  been  projected  at  this  time,  for  patterns  of 
such  exist,  some  of  them  dated  1649^  ^^^  others 
I'tf 5 1  P  \  but  it  is  not  known  whether  the  design 
was  ever  carried  into  efllect. 

It  is  remarkable  that  those  with  the  date  1^51 
have  the  image  and  superscription  of  Cromwell,  as 
Protector  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland^,  al- 
though he  was  not  publickly  invested  with  that  titl^ 
until  the  i6th  of  December  1 655.     If  therefbit; 

o  Commons  Jounuils,.  vol.  VI.  p.  335.  \ 

p  See  SUver  Coini^  Plate  XKXI.  Nm  13>'  14^  and  IS,  and 
mate  XXXII.  No  10. 
q  See  Hate  XipOL  N^O. 
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tber^'be  no  mistake  ia  the  abov^  date.pf  lf?5tl>  .b|s 
aasumption  of  the  Protectorship  rou^t  have  be«n 
determined  upon  some  time  before  it  was  actually 
effected. 
,  The  Coupcjl  of  State.,  and  Commons  in  Parlia-^ 
ment^  having;  hajd  it  represented  to  them>  that  the 
Coins  of  tjie  Government  might  be  more  perfectly 
and  beautifully  .doni^^  and  made  equal  to  any  Coind 
in  Europe^  proposed  to  send  to  France  for  an  artist 
there,  who  had  invc^nted  and  improved  a  machine^ 
and  method^  to  make  all  Coins,  by  a  screw  press^ 
and  mil)^  lyith  the  most  beautiful  polish,  and  .equa^ 
lity,  on  the  edge,  or  any  proper  inscription,  ojr 
graining^  Avl^iph  might  denote  the  time  of  coining, 
or  prevent  the  falsifying  of  Coins,  or  from  being 
dipt  (as  usually)  and  counterfeited;  for  this  purpose 
they  resolved  to  send  for  the  person  proposed  to  be 
employed  in  that  service  for  the  State '. 

The  Council  of  State,  therefpre,^  ordere^  on  the  * 
8th  of  August,  to  send  for  Pet^r  BiondeaOj^  ff^jn 
Paries.,  to  come  to  London,  to  treat. wiih  him^  upon 
the  price  and  expense  .pf  coining  J^on^y  ^%/B  ^ 
i)ew  invention.  He  arriv^  at  London  on  the  ^i()f 
September;,  but  though  a  Committee  ^f  the  Mint 
was  appointed  by  the  Council  gf  State,  to  examine 
his  way  of  coining,  ajad  ,?^very  favourable  report  was 
made  regpfiotiu^  it,  .yet.,§o  po,\verfal  w^  the  opposi- 
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r  Simon's  Medals^  &c.  by  Virtue,  jp.  l/J  who  refers  to  Vio- 
let's Mysteries  anrf  Secrets*  of  Trad6,  and  the  Mint.  Nothing, 
hlttti^ver,  to  idle  purpose  occurs' in  that  i^m-k.  Blondeau  made 
a  statement/ ia  1651>  similar  to  that  above^  in  his  ''  Represen- 
tation touchine:  several  dispj^derg  happening  by  Money  illrfa- 
yourefliycoin^,"  which  may  We  seen  in'  the^,Ans|)?£r.of  the 
Monifers.  published  by  Violet  in  1653.         ^  '  ,^ ' .     ^*  , 

VOL.  til*  a 
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tion  of  the  Moniers,  that  a  considerable  time  elapsed 
before  he  could  proceed  *• 

1650..  On  the  4th  of  April  an  Act  against  trans^ 
portation  of  Coin  or  Bullion  was  read  a  first  time ; 
and,  on  the  22d  of  August  following,  amendments 
were  reported,  which  were. twice  read,  and  the  Bill 
re-committed  *. 

No  further  proceedings  appear  upon  the  Journals, 
nor  is  the  Statute  to  be  found  in  ScobelFs  Collections. 

1650-1 .  Some  Merchant  strangers  declared  their 
willingness  to  rea^ssume  the  trade  of  bringing  Bullion 
and  Plate,  in  English  shipping,  from  Spain  (which 
might  much  tend  to  the  increase  of  Coin  and  Trade) 
provided  that  an  Act  of  Declaration  of  Parliament, 
^according  to  the  tenor  of  that  made  in  February 
16439  should  be  again  set  forth. 

Accordingly  a  Bill  was  brought  into  the  House  on 
the  8th  of  January,  s^nd  passed  the  next  day  ^ 

It  enacted  that  all  Bullion  or  foreign  Coin  that 
should  be  brought  into  the  Ports  of  Dover  or  London, 
or  into  any  other  Port  or  Ports  of  the  land,  should 
have  the  like  free  and  safe  passage  and  protection, 
both  by  sea  and  land,  as  in  any  time  or  times  here- 

s  Blondeau  was  at  last  permitted  to  execute  some  |iroof 
pieces  ^  ^  in  opposition  to  which  the  Moniers  produced  fit)m  the 
hand  of  David  Ramage,  one  of  their  Company,  other  proof 
pieces  f ;  and  exhibited  against  Blondeau  a  charge  of  treason 
for  coining  in  a  private  house.  Their  continued  opposition  at 
length  succeeded  in  driving  him  out  of  the  Kingdom.  A  full 
account  of  this  contest  may  be  seen  in  the  Answer  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  Moniers  to  Blondeau.  Lond.  1653,  fol. 

t  Commons  Journab,  vol.  Vf .  pp.  39Q  and  458. 

ti  Commons  Journals,  vol.  VI.  p.  591. 

*  See  Blondeau's  pattern  pieees.  Silver  Coins,  Plate  XXXI.  Not.  3, 
S)  and  7*      f  See  Ramage'9  pattern  pieces,  Plate  XXXH*  Nos.  $  and  3. 
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tofore  ;  and  that  no  seizure  or  detention  from  the 
SkaJLe  should,  upon  aqy  pretence  whatsoever,  be  laid 
upon  the  same  or  my  part  thereof,  in  whose  hand 
soever  the  same  should  be  consigned  or  entrusted, 
either  stranger  or  native  ;  and  that  two  third  parts  of 
the  said  Bullion  or  foreign  Coin  so  brought  into  the 
realm,  might  be  exported,  on  paying  custom  one 
per  cent,  and  carrying  the  other  third  part  to  the 
Tower  of  London,  there  to  be  coined  in  the  Mint*. 

1651.  On  the  8th  of  August  an  Act  was  passed 
to  lower  the  interest  of  Money  from  eight  per  cent. 
to  six,  'because,  as  it  was  stated  in  the  preamble, 
there  was  then  a  very  great  abatement  in  the  value 
of  land,  and  other  the  merchandize,  wares,  arid  com- 
modities, of  the  Commonwealth,  both  at  home,  and 
also  in  foreign  parts,  whither  they  were  transported. 
The  forfeiture  for  taking  higher  interest  than  that 
prescribed  by  the  Act,  was  the  treble  value  of  the 
Money,  &c.  advanced  y. 

As  no  Money  was  coined,  by  authority  of  the 
Keepers  of  the  Liberty  of  England,  for  the  use  of 
Ireland,  it  became  so  scarce  in  that  Kingdom  that 

X  Scobeirs  Acts,  1650,  chap.  41. 

y  Id.  1651,  chap.  13.  The  M  in  the  value  of  land  is  thought 
by  the  Authors  of  the  Parliamentary  History  to  have  been  occa- 
sioned by  the  quantity  brought  into  the  market  by  the  sale 
of  the  Revenues  of  Bishops,  &c.  aad  of  delincpients*  estates, 
[vol.  XX.  p.  40.]  but  they  taiHt  no  notice  of  the  decreased  value 
of  merchandize,  &c.  which  is  stated  in  the  Act. 

It  is  reaiarkaUe  that  this  Act  does  not  refer  to  the  lowering 
of  intei-est  from  8  to  6  per  cent,  wfaidi,  according  to  the  authors 
of  the  Parliamentary  History,  was  ordained  upon  the  19th  of 
March  1648,  to  take  place  from  the  89th  of  September  follow- 
ing. It  is  therefore  probable  that  these  authors  were  mistaken 
in  what  they  asserted. 

S  2 
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divers  persons  hi  Dublin,  and  other  placeS|  in  order 
to  supply  the  want  of  small  change,  coined  Cofjier 
Tokens,  with  their  name  and  place  of  abode  stapfiped 
upon  tbem^  whereby  they  obliged  themselves  to 
make  them  good'.  And  it  appears  from  a  letter 
addressed  by  the  Council  in  Dublin  .to  the  Couocil 
of  State  in  England,  dated  upon  the  19th  pf  No- 
vember,' that'  this  scarcity  h^d  greatly  encoumged 
the  counterfeiting  Gold  and  other  English  Coins, 
and  of  sending  over  from  Englatid  great  supfis  of 
counterfeit,  base,  and  clipped  Money,  This»  had 
been  for  some  time  practised,  and  several  persons 
were  then  imprisoned,  in  Dublin,  on  that  account; 
whos^  names,  together  with  those  of  their  comede- 
^  rates  in  London,  h^d  been  sentvoVer  to  the  Council 
of  State  ». 

These  counterfeit  Coins  consisted  not  only  of 
English -Money,  but  also  of  base  Peru  pieces,  and, 
together  with  the  clipped  Coins,  were,  by  the  agents 
of  people  in  London,  imposed  upon  the  Merchants 
in  Ireland ;  for  which  villainy  some  of  the  guilty 
were  taken  and  executed  ^. , 

1(551-2.  On  the  14th  of  January  leave  was 
granted  by  the  Parliament,  to  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, to  export  a^.25,000  in  foreign  Coip  and 
Bullion  ^ 

1652.     In  the  month  of  August  Commissioners 

<  Simon's  Irish  Coins,  page  49.  They  were  of  Brass  or  Cop- 
per, not  broader,  but  thinner  than  onr  present  Farthings,  and 
passed  like  so  many  promissory  notes,  for  one  penny  eadhy  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  amongst  thQ  customers  of  thosQ  who 
issued  them.  « 

a  Id.  Appendix,  No  XLIX.  b  Id.  p.  50. 

c  Commons  Journals,  vol.  VII.  p.  71. 
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were  appointed  for  ordering  itie  affairs  of  Ireland. 
The  12th  article  of  whose  instructions  was— You 
are  to  cause  to  be  put  into  execution,  effectually,  all 
laws  now  id  force  against  counterfeiting,  clipping, 
washing,  or  de1>asing  the  Coin,  and  are  empowered 
to  put  forfh  Pfoclainittions,  as  you  shall  think  fit, 
for  suppressing  thereof  *. 

The  currency  in  Ireland  was  at  this  time  in  such 
a'  state  that  in  the  month  of  October  or  November 
the  Council  of  Dublin  found  it  necessary  to  put  out 
a  rfeclaration  for  the  regulation  of  foreign  Coin,  and 
to  prohibit  the  passing  of  English  Money,  in  pay- 
ment,  above  its  intrinsic  value,  which  they  declared 
to  be  five  Shillings  per  ounce  troy  weight.  By  rea«  ^ 
son  whereof  their  payments  had  been  at  a  great 
stand  for  want  of  a  Mint,  and  they  accordingly 
wrote  to  the  Council  of  State  for  a  power  therein, 
upon  the  4th  of  December,  representing,  that  the 
passing  of  clipped  English  Money  current  in  pay  in 
Ireland,  and  the  uncertain  rates  that 'foreign  Kfoney 
went  at,  had  necessitated  them  to  publish  the  beforcr 
mentioned  Declaration,  foreseeing  that  the  longer  it 
wa9  delayed  the  more  the  service  and  interest  of  the 
Commonwealth  would  suffbr.  They  stated  also, 
that  unless  power  were  given' to  Coin  tqe  clipped 
Money  in  Ireland  (which  was  wanting  ip  their  in- 
structions) the  evil  would  again  grow  upon  them 
(the  good  English  Money  being  carried  back  into 
England,)  and  in  a  short  time  no  Money  would  be 
left  in  Ireland  but  foreign  Coins,  and  those  either 
light  or  coarse  Peru. 

They  therefore  humbly  de3ired  (if  their  Lordships 

4  Parliamentary  HiBtory,  vol,  XX.  p.  9£i. 
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ihouM  conceive  fit)  that  power  might  be  speedily 
sent  to  them  for  the  stamping  or  c6ining  of  twenty 
thousand  Pounds,  or  such  other  quantity  as<  their 
Lordships  should  judge  to  be  for  their  service  ^ 

In  this  year  there  was  Silver  Money  coined  in 
New  England  (but  of  no  other  date  that  Mr.  Folkes 
had  ever  seen  0  in  Shillings,  halves,  and  quarters, 
with  pieces  of  two  Pennies  and  one  Penny «?.  All 
vyhioh  had  on  one  side  the  American  pine,  with  ha- 
SATHUSBTs  IN.  and  on  the  Reverse  nbw  England. 
AN.  DOM.  round  about,  with  the  date  1652,  and  the 
value  xii.  VI.  &c.  in  the  area*^. 

These  were  coined  by  virtue  of  an  Act  made  by 
the  General  Court,  consisting  of  the  Governor,  As** 

.    ^  $iinoi}*s  Irish  Coins,  Appendix,  N^  XLIX. 

^  A  Twopence  with  the  date  1662  is  in  Plate  XXX.  of  the 
Silver  Coins,  No  IS.  It  is  also  represented  in  Plate  XIV.  of  the 
fourth  part  of  Lord  Pembroke*s  Coins ;  but  the  date  is  suppose 
to  hfi.  taken  from  one  of  1653,  with  an  iniperfecc  5. 

p  These  two  pieces  are  not  mentioned  ij)  the  following  Act 
by  which  this  Coinage  was  ordained,  and  it  is  suspected  that 
tliey  were  not  genuine. 

■  Folkes,  'page  98.  See  Specimens  of  these  Coins  in  Plate 
XXX.  N^  9,  11,  12,  13,  and  14.  And  also  of  another  kind, 
^bich  is  stamped  with  the  parable  of  the  good  iSamaritan,  Nf* 
10.  ''  As  a  mark  of  sovereignty  they  coin  Money,  stamped  with 
this  inscription  Mattachusets,  with  a  tree  in  the  centre  on  the 
one  side,  and  New  England,  with  the  year  165^,  and  the  value 
of  the  piece,  on  the  Reverse.  All  the  Mon^  is  stamped*  with 
lihesis  figures  1659,  that  year  being  the  sera  of  the  Common^ 
yitdtth,  wberein  they  erected  theinselves  into  a  free  state, 
enlarged  theii;  dominions,  subjected  the  adjacent  Colonies  under 
their  obedience,  and  summoned  deputies  to  sit  in  the  general 
court,  which  year  is  still  commemorated  on  their  Coin.**  [C61- 
liMiion  of  original  Pape»  relative  tb  the  Histdry  of  the  Colony 
of  Massachuset's  Bay,  Boston,  1769.  The  above  account  is  by 
Edwaiti  Rai&dolph.    See  HoHis'a  Memoirs,  p%e  80r.] 


m^nU,  and  Peputie«i  in  1652^  by  which  it  MfW 
(^vdtped  that  a  Mint  House  should  be  erected  atBo$* 
^n^  and  that  the  Master  of  the  said  Mint^  and  all 
the  officers  thereof,  shouid  be  sworn  and  allowed  bf 
the  Courts  or  by  such  as  should  be  authorized  by 
(he  Court  for  that  purpose.  A  nd  that  all  person^ 
whatsoever  should  have  liberty  to  bring  into  the  said 
Mint,  all  BuUicm,  plate,  or  Spanish  Coin,  there  to 
be  melted,  and  brought  to  alloy  of  sterling  Moneys 
by  the  Mast^  of  the  said  Mint,  and  his  sworn  Offi<* 
cers  from  time  to  time,  by  him  or  them  to  be  coined 
into  twelve  Peony,  six  Penny,  and.  three  Penny 
pieces^,  to  be  stamped  with  a  double  ring  on  either 
side  with  this  inscription  massachusets,  and  a  tree 
in  the  centre  on  the  one  side,  kew  England  with 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  and  the  figure  xii.  vi.  iii.  ac- 
cording to  the  value  of  the  piece,  on  the  other  side, 
together  with  a  privy  mark,  to  be  appointed  every 
three  months  by  the  Governor,  and  known  only  to 
him,  and  the  sworn  Officers  of  the  Mint. 

And  the  Master  of  the  Mint  was  required  to  coin 
all  the  said  Money  of  good  Silver,  of  the  just  alloy  of 
new  sterling  English  Money,  and  for  value  two 
Pence  in  the  Shilling  of  leseer  value  than  the  English' 
Coin  at  that  time,  and  the  lesser  pieces  propor* 
tionably. 

And  it  was  ordered,  that  the  aforesaid  Coins,  and 
00  other,  except  English,  should  be  acknowledged 
to  be  the  current  Money  of  that  Commonwtelth; 
tod  to  pass  from  man  to  man  in  all  payments  accord- 
ingly within  that  jurisdiction ;  and  that  the  Mint 
Ma8.ter,   for  himself  ^nd  Officers,  for  their  pains 

1  No  smfdler  pieces  are  mentioned  in  ifiis  Act. 
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and  labour  in  melting,  reBning,  and  coimng,  was 
aUow^ed  by  the  Court  to  take  one  Shilling  out  of 
evj^ty  twenty  Shillings^  which  he  should  stamp  fit 
aforesaid,  and  that  it  should  be  in  the  liberty  of  anjr 
peison  who  should  bring  into  the  Mint  House  aay 
Bullion,  plate,  or  Spanish  Coin,  to  be  present  and 
aee  the  same/meltied,  refined,  and  alloyed,  and  then 
tq  teke  a  receipt  of  the  Master  of  the  Mint  for  tb^ 

-  weight  of  that  which  should  be  good  Silver  alloyed 
ax^aforesaid,  for  which  the  Mint  Master  should  deli»- 
y^  ta  hixn  the  like  weight,  in  current  Money ;  vh^ 
ei^eiy  Shilling,  to  weigh  three  Pence  troy  weight, 
and  ^{essar  pieces  proportionably,  deducting  allow^ 
B^q^  for' coinage  as  before  expressed. 
v^Appd  it  was  further  ordered,  that  a  Committee 
sl^ujid  be  chosen  by  the  Court  to  appoint  a  Minli 
Q^i^se,.  in.  some  convenient  place  in  Boston,  and  to 
appf0i^.e  and  swear  the  Master,  and  all  the  Officers, 
a^ii  to  order  and  determine  what  might '  further  ap- 
pear necessary  to*  carry  the  order  into  efiect  K  . 
^^Ithough  the  whole  of  these  provisions  seem  to 

'  h^e  beep  made  in  a  manner  entirely  independent  of 
the  Mother  Country,  yet  no  notice  appears  to  have 
be^P;  Jiak^  of  this  invasion  of  the  regal  pi^rOgative> 
by^.tb^  jPariiament,  nor  even  during  the  usurpation 
ofCroniwell,  who  was,  on  many  occasions,  suffi-. 
ciently  jealous  of  such  encroachments.  Indeed  there 
is  no  evidence  that  it  ever  attracted  the  attention  of 
Qot«r»inenti  unless  a  ridiculous  story  which  is  Vc-. 
crifrded  in'  the  Menibirs  of  Hollis  should'  be  admitted 

k  "The  Book  of  the  general  Laws  and  Liberties  concernioig 
the'fiiHabJfSBDife  ti^the  Maissachiiscts,  liy  Eliward  Rawsori.  dam- 
jbridge,**  foliQ,  166b,'' article  Mpne^'.  Ip  the  year  1654  an  Act 
iras  passed  forbidding  tne  exportation  of  this  Money. 


-THE  cofitmsyifZMmt.  p^ 

^s  m  proof.  It  id  there  related  that  Charles  theSecotid; 
after  the  Restoration,  expressed  to*Sir  Thomas  Tem- 
ple great  wrath  against  the  colony  in  the  MassacHu- 
seite,  and  said  that  they  had  invaded  his  prerogative 
by  coining  Mortey.  Sir  Thomas  told  his  Majestjr^ 
that  the  Colonists  had  hiH  little  acquaintance  mth' 
lawy  and  tliat  they  thought  it  no  crime  to  makef 
Money  for  their  own  use.  In  the  course  of  the  con- 
versation. Sir  Thomas  took  some  of  the  Money  oiit 
of  his  pocket  and  presented  it  to  the  King.  On  oii^- 
side  of  the  Coin  was  a  pine-tree,  of  that  kind  whidi 
is*  thick  and  bushy  at  the  top.  The  Kfng  aske4 
what  tree  that  was  ?  '  Sir  Thomas  informed  him  it 
was  the  Royal  Oak,  which  preserved  his  Majesty^s 
lifSft.  This  account  of  the  matter  brought  the  King 
iillid'good  humour,  and  disposed  him  to  hear  wtiat 
Sir  Thomas  had  to  say  in  their  favour,  calling  thete' 
a  parcelof  honest  dogs^.  Hutchinson,  however^ 
says  that  Charles  IL  refused  to  permit  the  Colotay 
to  continue  this  coinage**. 

Those  Coins  also  which  are  damped  with  n.  r. 
only  near  the  edge  on  the  one  side,  and  with  ttife 
figures  xri  or  vi,  in  like  manner,  on  the  other,  and 
commonly  reported  to  have  been  struck  at  New- 
castle, it  is  said  were,  as  well  as  the  last.  Monies  of 
New  England,  and  of  about  the  same  date  with 

tbem». 

....  •    ,   .'  . 

1  Memoira  of  Hollis^  p.  397m  He  story  is  coptaioed  ia  a  ktn 
ter  from.  Dr.  Elliott.  His  AIaf^1iy*s  eyesight  .^t|^t.  have  beon. 
weak  indeed  if  he  could  not  distinguish  the  tree  upon  the  Coin« 
from  an  oak.  .. 

n»  Yol.  I.  p.  17^,  as  qi|oted  by  Sn^lling,  in  his  View  of  tiie 
fCoin§  struck  ip  the  West  India  Coloniei^,  p.  36. 

li  Follkes,  p.  98.  :^See  Plate  XXX.'  Noi  4  and  5.    . . 
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If  the  aooount  which  the  historian  of  that  Colet^ 
hat  given  of  this  Money  be  correct,  these  Coins 
might  have  been  placed  immediately  before  thole 
which  precede  them  in  this  History.  He  says,  ^^  the 
trade  of  the  Province  increasing,  especially  with  the 
West  Indies^  where  the  Buccaneers  or  Pirates  at  this 
feiaie  were  numerous,  and  part  of  the  wealth  which 
they  took  from  the  Spaniards,  as  well  as  what  was 
prodoced  by  the  trade,  being  brought  to  New 
England,  in  Bullion,  it  was  thought  necessary,  for 
preventing  fraud  in  Money,  to  erect  a  Mint  for 
eofhing  Shillings,  Sixpences,  and  Threepences,  with 
fio  other  impression  at  iSrst  than  n.  e.  on  the  one 
side,  and  xn,  vi,  or  in  on  the  other;  but  in  Oeto^ 
tier  1651  the  Court  ordered  that  all  pieces  of  Money 
ibonld  have  a  double  ring  with  this  inscription,  mas^ 
iiital^sBTs,  and  a  tree  in  the  centre  on  one  side,  and 
KEW  ENOUkN'D  and  the  year  of  our  Lord  on  the  otheir 

But  I  know  not  what  dependance  can  be  placed 
cm  this  statement,  for.  the  particulars  wl)ich  he 
has  given  ol'  the   second  Coioage   are  inaccurate, 

!    '-  ;  .  * 

^  ,sO  HutchiosoQ^s  Uifitory  of  the  Colonies^  of  Massachusets  Bay» 
vol.  I.  p«  177*  In  a  note  he  my$,  that  the  Court  became  sensible 
that  Hull,  the  Mint  Master/  had  too  advantageous  a  contract^ 
and  offered  him  a  sura  of  Money  to  release  them  from  it,  which 
he  refilsed.  He  left  a  large  personal  estate,  and  one  o£  the  best 
real  estates  in  the  Country.  Samuel  Sewall,  who  married  his 
only  daughter,  received  with  her,  as  was  commonly^  veported^ 
tHfty  tlKKisand  Poands  in  New  England  Shillingfi.  He  was  the 
son  of  a  poor  woman,  but  dutiful  to  and  tender  of  his  mother> 
which  Mr.  Wilson,  his  minister,  observing,  pronounced  that 
God  would  falese  him,  and  although  he  was  then  poor  yet  he 
should  ra^e  a  great  estate.  The  three  Pence  spoken  of  above 
has  never  been'discbvered^ 
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and  even  contradictory  to  the  public  act  ojp  th^ 
Court. 

About  this  time  also  Lord  BaHimone,  Lord  Pro** 
iprietor  of  Maryland,  coined  there  very  handiome 
Shillings,  Half  Shillings,  and  Groats;  all  having 
bis  own  head  bare,  and  in  profile,  with  the  legend 
CABCiLius  ]>'ns  t£rrae  mariae  &  c.  T«  On  the  one 
side,  and  .his  arms  p  under  the  Crown  of  his  P^bti^ 
nate^  with  the  value  of  xii,  vi,  or  iv,  and  the  motto 
CRESCITE  ET  MuiTiPxicAMiNi,  on  the  Revcrse  % 

He  also  struck  some  Copper  Money  tor  the  use  of 
that  Province.  The  Penny,  which  is  all  that  haft 
yet  been  discovered  of  that  metal,  is  exactly  similar 
to  the  Silver  Coins  in  the  Obverse,  but  on  the  Re- 
verse it  has  his  crest  [two  flags  erected  on  a  ducal 
coronet]  with  this  inscription,  denarium  tebrji^ 
mAniM '.  Mr.  Folkes  has  not  assigned  any  reason 
for  the  date  which  he  has  given  to  these  Coins.  It 
is  possible  that  they  were  struck  at  an  earlier  period^ 
as  Cecil  succeeded  to  the  title  nearly  twenty  years 
before  that  time. 

.  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  any  grant  to  this 
nobleman  of  the  privilege  to  coin  Money  in  express 
terms,  but  presume  that  he  exercised  it  by  virtue  of 
general  words  in  the  Charter  which  granted  the  Pro- 
vince of  Maryland  to  him  and  to  his  heirs  on  the 

p  One  Shilling  has  the  arms  of  his  wife^  a  cross  botonj>  quar- 
tered on  the  Reverse.  This  Coin^  which  is  supposed  to  be 
unique^  was  in  the  possession  of  the  late  Sir  Frederick  Morton 
£den^  Bart. 

q  Folkes,  p.  98.  See  Specimens  of  these  Coins^  Plate  XXX. 
No«  6,  7,  and  8. 

r  This  unique  Coin  is  in  the  cabinet  of  James  Bindley^  Esq. 
who  has  kindly  permitted  it  to  be  engraven  for  this  Work.  See 
Supplement,  Part  II. 
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20tll  of  June  V€s2.  By  that  instrument  he  was  to 
enjoy  it  with  omnia  jura  regalia,  in  as  full  and  am- 
plle  manner  as  they  had  been  heretofore  enjc^ed  by 
the  Bishops  of  Durham.  Now  as  thosi^  prelates  did 
(brmerly  possess  the  privilege  of  a  Mint^  it  should 
seem  that  his  Lordship  availed  himself  of  the  general 
grant  of  regal  rights,  and  as<the  power  of  Coinage 
was  not  particularly  excepted,  exercised  that  together 
with  the  rest*. 

All  these  American  Coins  want  better  than  two 
Pennies  in  a  Shilling  of  the  weight  of  the  English^ 
which  adds  to  the  probability  that  the  blanks  above 
spoken  of  [i.  le.  those  marked  with  n.  £.]  wjere 
stamped  rather  in  New  England,  than  at  New- 
castle*. 

l653v  ^^  ^^^  l^^h  of  April  the  Bill  against  trans* 
porting  Gold  and  Silver,  which  had  been  twice  read 
in  the  year  16499  was  called  for  again,  ^nd  appointed 
to  be  finished;  but  other  mighty  business  (sayr 
Violet)  did  intervene  ". 

On  the  15th  of  July  the  Council  of  Ireland  adr 
dressed  the  Committee  for  Irish  affairs  in  England, 

'  •  The  words  of  the  charter  are>  ''Cum  oin*ibz  &  singulis 
hu*ioi  ac  adeo  ampUs  •  jaribz  iurisdicc^oibz  privileg.  prerogatiuis, 
regalitatibz  tarn  p'ooare  q*m  p*  terram  infra  regionem,  &c.  p*dict% . 
h*end.  exercend.  utend.  &  gaudend.  p*ut  aliquis  Ep'ns  Biinel- 
mens.  inf*  £p*atuin  siue  Comitat.  Palatin.  Dunelm.  in  regno  n'ro 
An^'  unq*m  antehac  h^iiit.  tenuit,  vel  gauis*  fuit>  seu  de  iure 
h'ere,  tenere>  uti,  vel  gaudere  debuit  aut  potuit."  He  was  to 
pay  to  the  King  a  fifth  part  of  the  Gold  and  Silver  Ore  found 
within  the  Province.     [Pat.  8  C.  I.  part  3.  No  5.] 

t  Folkes,  page  98. 

«  Violet's  Proposal  to  Oliver  Cromwell,  p,  109.    The  mighty 

business  alluded  to  by  Violet,  was  the  dissolution  of  the  Parlia- 

■*  * 

mentj  by  Cromwell^  upon  the  20th  of  that  month* 
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tttftipg  to  them^  that  they  had,  sqme  few  mouths 
before^  represented  to  the  Council  the  pressing  ne- 
cessity for  a  Mint  to  be  appointed  in  Irelaqd ;  that 
•  this  was  transmitted  to  the  Parliament,  wh<]l  hfMi 
been  pleased  to  make  an  order  for  the  Coinage  of 
one  hundred  thousand  Pounds  in  that  "Kingdom,  anicl 
referred  it  back  to  the  Council  of  State  for  settling 
it;  in  the  progress  and  debate  of  which  some  diffi- 
culties occurred  about  sending  persons  over  out  of 
Iplngland  for  it^;  and  nothing  being  yet  determined, 
the  corruption  and  debasement  of  the  Coins  still 
qontinued  to  increase.  To  prevent  which  they  urged 
the  speedy  erection  of  a  Mint  in  Dublin  y. 

In  the  month  of  Aus:ust,  the  Commissioners  from 
Scotland  proposed  to  the  House,  amongst  other 
things,  that  the  Mint  in  Scotland  might  be  set  up, 
as  the  only  remedy  against  the  extreme  scarcijty  of 
Money  there*.  * 

^  It  is  probable  that  the  Keepers  of  t^e  Libertj:  9f 
England  did  not  take  any  steps  with  respect  to  tljese 
Mints.  Indeed  the  government  had  been  for  some 
time  virtually  in  the  hands  of  Cromwell,  and  on  the 
lUth  of  December  was  publickly  surrendered  to  him. 

The  Coins  which  were  struck  by  the  authority  of 
the  Parliament  have  been  already  described  as  to 
their  type  and  inscription ;  they  occur  of  all  the 
intermediate  dates  from  1649  to  l66o  inclusive*. 

X  They  allude  here  to  an  expedient  proposed  in  lieu  of  ibis, 
but  do  not  mention  what  it  was.  This  proposal  is  said  to  t>e 
inclosed,  but  is  not  given  by  Simon. 

y  Simon>  Appendix,  No  XLIX.  /    '     ' 

»  Parliamentary  History,  vol.  XX.  p.  20d. 

^  The  tireat  Seal  of  the  Commonwealth  was  inscribed  thb 
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Besides  the  current  Money  of  Gold  and  Silver/ ptt- 
lern  pieces  were  iexecuted  by  Bbadesu  and  Raisy, 
represenUtioDs  of  which  may  be  seen  in  Plate  XXXI. 
N*  3,  5,  and  7 ;  and  Plate  XXXII.  N«  1, 2,  aadj. 
There  were  also  patterns  for  Farthings,  both  in 
Pewter  and  Copper,  but  they  were  never  put  into  eir- 

'^-    ^  culation^*  See  Plate  XXXI.  N»  12,  13,  14,  and  15. 

*A.  ^MJk.m^  jj  j^j^  u^l;  jippear  that  they  coined  in  any  other  Mint 

^rwc^^tu*,^    thatt  that  in  the  Tower  of  London. 

X7  ^^/i^  //r/,  OLIVER   CROMWELIi^ 

4^  1653-  was  proclaimed  Lord  Protector  of  the  Com- 

^.      .        monwealth  of  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  upon 

/**^  the  16th  of  December,  and  from  thenceforward  pub- 

*^  fy^r-  licfciy  exercised  that  authority  which  had  for  some 

'^^  time  been  entirely  undier  his  direction  and  guidance*^. 


/     .  y    •  PHXXDOH    BY    OOD*S    BLESSING     BBSTOREO     1651.        Whltelock 

^*^  ^  mm  that  the  device,  and  more  paiticolatly  Ibe  ineeriptions  on 
Z*-**^*!^  ^  the  seal,  were  the  fancy  of  Mr.  Heniy  Martin.  [Pari.  Hist.  XVIII. 
*^  *»**,^u«_^  P'  ^^-3  '^^^  same  inscription  appears  upon  a  fragment  of  the 
.  f^  ^  first  Great  Seal  with  the  date  1648,  except  that  the  vvord  J^rst 
/^;U,  .yi*.S^  ^  jg  ^g^  jjj  ^jj^  pjj^^g  ^f  ^^.^^   [Vertue's  Works  of  Simon,  Plate  11.] 

^^fiU^  V  X*/^^  ^^^  ^^^  placed  on  the  rim  of  one  of  Blondeau's  pattern  Coins. 
if    ^    s  See  fxplanalion  of  Plate  XXXI.  n.  2. 

4L  A.  ^  ^      b  ^  ^^^^  ^t^^  ^^  ^^  ^irtu^  govemment  of  Cromwdl 

At^  JU^t^    *t  a  very  early  period.     *'  At.  the  time  of  ^the  breaking  off  the 

M  J        i/  '   negotiation  with  the  King  in  the  Isle  of  Wight  [i.  e.  A.  D.  1648] 

^^•^*  ^^^    the  army  having  ceased  to  be  the  servants  had  become  the  mas- 

jU^^kCu  jk*^M^     ters  of  the  Parliament,  and  being  entirely  influenced  by  Crom* 

^^     well,  gave  a  commencement  to  what  may,  properly  speal^ng, 

^le«e^  X^%A^tbe  called  a  new  reign.    The  subsequent  measures^  therefore, 

.^     /^     /-.  the  execution  of  the  King,  as  well  as  others,  are  not  to  be  con- 

^  sidered  as  acts  of  the  Parliament,  but  of  Cromwell.    [Fox's  His- 

^0-9^^  Mm^  tory  of  the  early  part  of  the  reign  of  James  II.  Introductpry 

/  ^^  Chapter,  p.  12.] 
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&653«4*  The  first  act  of  bis  govemineiit  rektkng 
to  the  Coin$^  was  the  publishing  of  an  ordinance  to 
declare  what  ofiences  should  be  adjudged  high  tmst- 
^0n^  This  was  set  forth  upon  the  19th  of  JanuarjrS 
Und  that  part  which  respects  the  Money  nearly  in 
the  same  terms  as  the  Act  of  16499  chapter  the  44th* 

The  representations  which  the  Council  of  Ireland 
nsade  .to  the  Comoiittee  for  Irish  affairs  in  En^nd 
in  July  1653,  having  proved  inefiectaal,  the  Conilcil 
addressed  the  Lord  Protector  on  the  l6th  of  E^bru^ 
ary  by  letter^  inclosing  that  which  they  had  written 
to  the  said  Committee^  and  stating  that  the  stock  of 
the  Country  (in  Money)  was  conceived  to  be  detri* 
mented,  by  felsifying,  above  one  diird  part ;  there 
being  scarcely  any  Coin  left  but  foretgo,  and  thi^ 
for  the  most  part  coarse  Peru  pieces ;  six  hundred 
and  thirty-five  Pounds  of  which,  at  the  current  rate 
of  four  Shillings  and  Sixpence  each  piece^  were 
found,  by  an  exact  assay,  to  3neld  only  four  hundred 
and  one  Pounds  in  sterling  Money. 

They  likewise  represented,  that  much  of  the 
foreign  Money  was  counterfeit,  and  that,  unles^ 
soilie  speedy  course  were  taken«  to  call  in  all  base 
foreign  Money,  and  reduce  it  into  English  Coin, 
there  would  be  in  a  short  time  no  Money  left  to  pay 
the  forces,  or  for  pecessary  exchange  amongst  the 
people,  but  counterfeit  and  bad  Money ;  and  conse- 
quently the  affairs  of  Ireland  would  unavoidably  fall 
into  disorder :  all  which  they  conceived  it  their 
duty  to  represent  to  his  Highness,  to  do  therein  as 
in  his  prudence  should  be  thought  flt^. 

«  See  GoTemment  of  the  CosuoiHiwealth  of  England,  &c, 
§o1Sbs>,  London,  1653>  p.  59.  ^ 

^  Simon,  Appendix,  No  LI.  ... 
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^ .  Tba  D§eeiAity  for  tbe  effection  of  a  Mint  io  Dublin 
wa«  aliM^iMrpQglyeiUbrQed  by  Geoevi»l  Fteetwood»  in 
•44^^^  *  Iftter  W  Secratary.Thwrloe,  dtled  upon  tb^  Mine 
ac/.a^&Zf  ^  ^^|j  ^ij^  former, , ,  He  repres^ntf 4  the  Coiost  •» 
//or  A«^  4A  exQ^iilgly.  daba^  «Rid  GorrugU^>  .and  that  t)si» 
^.^^j^Tfer-tf^  Covatry  WQuldbe  iruia^,  if  nqt  ti«|ely  prevented^ 
^.f***>^  <'^I|^.theriefqn9.f^atreated  the  Seci^t^ry's  special  assirt* 
.^^.U^^^z^gf^i^  in  pffo<^i^rii|ig  thw^  ^  Mint,  a<Mm*ding,t9„  the 
^  x^  ^v^^i^ .  letter  to  the.I^rdjPiptector  friui?,  the  CommisskMiei^ 

^^^    ,    ^ v'^^^n  iAlLthei^ Petitions  however,  xre^e  with- 

y^  ^.  *^   ottfc.^eot ;.  foF  i^witbat^pdiag.  that,  in  this  year^ 

/»4^  4:-rr^.A^  the  .Council  agaia  c^Qwed  their,  statements  to  .the 

^^^^/^  Lord  Depqty,.  and  to  fthe^  Protector  himself,  no  Mint 

A  ^  ''^^^'•**^«- was  erected,  nor  does  it  appear  that  any.  Money  was 

^  2>c^tjfv^^    cointd'  for  the  particular  s^rvi/ae  of  Ireland  ^ 

;iei^ j^w*^^    ,  \xi  thi^  year  the  Protector  .adventured  to  C6i» 

'ct>^e^>^u  LC  Mopciy  with  Jhis  own  head  and  styte;  bu4 jtbeise  is 

.   .  ^  n^rpitiof  that : he  ever, published,  it  as  the  cui^i^nl 

^v.^w^  -/^m^m^jj^y  ^f  Eiig|a3df .     The .  pieces  were ,  ^osinently 

/^  /Ct^^    bea^ii^fu),  ibeing.  the  wovk.of  Tbomaa^ymon,  who 

Cr^y^r,^  A^^  was  appointed  Chief  Engraver  of  the  Mint^  find  I^e* 

^^  A^   dalM^kWy  by  Patent ,datpd  on  the  ftth  of  July,  by 

c^^^n^m^  e^'.  w«boaa  i  they  were  co>q^  ^itb  the  greatest  csi«  a^d 

.^        exaQtnie3i|by,the4wUa$dtscrew\  /        ,, 
'^•^'''^^    MPi  Eplkes,,aupppses  that  but  little  of  it  was 
<*^  //^i*    struck,  because  the  chief  of  what  he  had  seen  was 

«  Thur!oe*s  State  Papers,'  vol.  II.  p.  94, 

X^    .  S  Folkes,  page  98. 

»  A^^"^^  1i  Idem,  page  fOO.  Vcfttife's' WoAs  of  SimolT,  page  67.^  See 
'^-•j^^e*^  Spechncns,  SilTcr'CoiiiB,  Rite'SSKXri.  ffcs  4,  6,  6,  7,  and  8; 
^         .   ^  '   and  Gold  Coins»  Flate  MV.  N«  7,  add'Supiflenient/  HWe  Yl. 
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Uk>  wA\  preserved  to  hme  passed  in  cannoh  cincu- 
lii^o»^  and  also  beeause  by  hr  the  gresiter  number  of 
the  Croirn  Pieces  which  had  come  to  hand,  had  a 
partieolar  crack  acrosii'  t\ie  neck;  froiti  whidi  he 
iafers,  that  those  wfaicb  were  straek  with  that  partt^  /^^  /f/i^ 
ctthir  broken  Die,  bore  a  i/ery  considerabie  propor-  ^^^^^  ^ 
tidn  to  the  whole  number  that  was  minted  of  thetn.'  /  y\    - 
Besides,  he  adds,  it  is  very  doubtful  iVhether  all  that 
we  have  of  the  Half-Crowns  have  not  proceeded* '^^^*'*^^ 
from  ottly  two  or  three  individual  Dies  *.  *^e«jtt*#vr 

Mr.  PftikertoQ,  on  the  contrary,  says  that  many         J^- 
of  4he  Twenty*shillings  pieces,  and  of  the  Shillings, 
aits'  so  much  worn  as  to  have  almost  lost  all  imprcs^ 
sidn;  and  states,  as  a  corroborating  circumstance  td 


show  -that'the  Protectoi's  Money  was  generally  cur-    •'^  »^*«iy# 
rent,  that  he  has  in  his  possession  a  foiled  ShiHlng^^ 
of  Oliver*^,  evidently  intended  for*  circulation,  and >i^ 
not  for  theConnoisseur ;  which,  he  says,  affbrth?^        ^^^ 
strong  proof  of  their  abundant  currency:  and  that  ^^ J^ 
one  or  two  others  have  likewise' fallen  in  his  way-^^^^*^**^ 
The  larger  pieces;  he  observes,  were  more  likely  to^^'&'t*  ^  M^^^ 
be  hoarded  *i»^^^*-^  ^ -**  (^--A^*A^^  .  .^»^m«ph<,^>6«^4^^ 

Mr.  Noble  accounts  for  the  scarcity  of  this  'Motief^ry^^  -«-«^ 
with  the  date  1656,  by  an  anecdote  which  he  re^^^^  ^««A^' 
cetved  from  the  late  Earlof  Liverpool  to  this  ptif-^  ^pm^^/c 
pwt :    '*  In  that  year  Oliver  coined  some  Silver  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^ 


>  Folkes,  page  101,  note  *.  jLJ^  jl^^u^Jl^ 

fc  Yet  in  another  place  he  ridicules  Mr.  Leake  for  supposiog  / -^  yt 

tJiat  iJie  waint  of  the  flaw  in  the. neck  on  the  Crown  piec^  was  si  ^*^  f     ^ 

sign  of  forgery :  "  As  if,'*  he  exclaims,  **  Coins  of  Simon  were  ^^-^^  ^&i**^o. 

tobecbimterfeited!"  |Ei3s«^9nMedak,  vol.  II.  p.  J370     t^xn ^^  /^^a^^^^i 

mistake  ctf  Leake's  is  oaiiitted  in  the  seeond  edition  of  hlsivor]^       ^ 

which  i0('qu(Bt64-b9t  Plnki^on  in  %  n^  at  Hie  bp^m  ^of  th^^^*'^^^  J^^  ' 
preceding  ps^.  .,    -^f.i^  ^ /t^: 

1  Essay  on  Medals,  vol.  II.  page  138,  note.    ^  -^  ^  .  <7  ^^ 

VOt.  III.  T  /«WAr,i2^     ^-...d.^*^  ^ 
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^  .  ,  Money  for  circulation^  but  finding  that  the  peopfo 
y'^T^^  preferred  that  with  the  Commonweakh  type,  he 
^^^.  coined  very  little  of  the  latter  sort  in  the  years  1657 
!2L«.»*^  wl*®^  1658  ;  endeavouring  by  this  mean,  to  bring  the 
tuu^UuUM^^^^^'^y  ^i^^  his  effigies  into  circuktion:  and  to  save 
^^^^ifMd^  a  new  Die,  that  of  1656  was  altered  to  serve  for 
^viu»»i.i!:Wl658,  by  cutting  deeper  the  space  between  the  shield 
X^fsc^^^XMuand  the  inscription,  and  also  between  the  letters,  so 
/t^H^.  JaJ,  that  it  raised  die  letters  and  figures  so  much,  that 
'^^'^•-•'^♦^'^•the  figure  ff  might  easily  be  altered  to  8,  and  die 
/^^!^^^!jL^  whole  legend  appear  still  more  bold  and  conspicuous. 
//$4X  •         T\!M  scheioe  answered  in  part  the  end  he  intended  ; 

his  Coins  of  1(^56  are  far  the  most  scarce,  and  mudv 
better  preserved:  though  the  latter  could  not  be^ 
expected  to  be  current  after  the  Restoration."  " 

^fter  all,  it  appears  certain  that  the  Coins  of 
Cromwell  were  never  the  current  Money  of  the 
^  ^^^  ,  Kingdom ;  because  they  were  not  enumerated  in  the 
4^  ^'^[^ Proclamation  of  September  7,  1661,'  whkh  forbade 
P^  .Va^  •  the  currency  of  the  Coins  with  the  stamp  of  the 
t^  ^  h  p  ,  Commonwealth  ;  for  they  who  scrupled  not  to  oflfer 
^^        indignities  to  the  body  of  the  dead  Lion,  would  not 


\ 


^y have  sufifered  his  Coins  to  have  passed  unnoticed,, 

/*^i^tL^^f-    had  they  been  in  circulation.     It  is  therefore  pro^ 

6r0n%^tk^  A^ » bable  that  he  was  prevented  from  uttering  th«n,  by 

*U^  ^sr»Zc  A^  ^jj^  same  considerations  wkidi  deterred  him  froDX 

^^  ^*^      taking  the  title  of  King. 

'^^i  ^*^  "^      This  idea  is  in  a  great  measure  confiroied  by  a 
^^  «.<-*-^  trial  of  the  Fix  which  took  place  upon  Uie  3d  of 

y^  •>.  jz.  »  life  of  Cromwell^  3d  edit.  voL  I.  p.  309*  note.  I  have 
u^  i^^^0M4t  -  gj^^i^^jjg  aboTe  curk>as  infomiatioii  in  <he  wcmis  of  the  Author, 
A^  #«t^t^  :^j^  y^^  ^  the  authority  which  be  produeee  for  it^  aud  ahali 
^ujL  a  >^  ^^^  ^y  re^^^i^  ^o  form  the  be9t  judgment  they  nay  be  nble 

0t  j^.y.  /Ui 
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JDecember,  l(fst>  *f  the  Monies  toitied  in  the  Tower 
tof  London  from  the  year  I649,  all  of  which  were 
the  Commonwealth  Coins  only  "*. 

But  whatever  itiight  be  the  cause  which  inciuced 
Imh  to  dter  hi^  intention,  there  can  be  but  little 
doubt  that  he  at  one  time  was  determined  to  issue 
his  Coins  for  general  cirbulation.  It  will  not,  otheN 
wise,  be  easy  td  account  for  hiis  taking  the  opinion 
of  his  Council  upon  the  form  and  inscription  of 
them,  which  he  did  on  the  27th  of  November  in 
this  year. 

Upon  that  day  it  was  ordered,  at  the  Council  at 
Whitehall,  that  the  stamps  and  superscriptions,  pr6* 
pared  by  Mr.  Thomas  Symoh,  for  the  Coins  of  Gold 
and  Silver  pieces,  according  to  his  new  inventiop  % 
as  also  the  mottos  of  ouvarius  d.  g.  r.  pub.  ang* 
SCO*  £T.  HiB.  PRO.  On  One  side,  and  pax  aUi£fiiTUR 
BBLLO  on  the  other  side,  and  the  two  inscription^ 
for  the  edgp  thereof,  viz.  has  nisi  periturus  michi 

ADIMAT    NEMO,     and    PROTECTOR    UTERIS,     LITEIUSE^ 

■  .  * 

i^iT&iMis  CORONA  ET  SALUS,  being  now  presented, 
and  considered  of,  be  approved. 

W.  Jessop,  CI.  of  the  CounciK 

The  drawing  of  the  Crown  represents  the  head 
vrith  the  band  and  robe  p  ;  Reverse,  arms  as  on  the 
Coins.  , 

The  Twenty-shilling  Piece  has  the  bust  naked 
laureate ;  Reverse,  arms.  The  Half-Crown,  45.  6d. 
and  5s.  Gold,  not  drawii  %  Qu.  if  the  last  impres- 
iMn  was  used  ? 

B  Folkes,  fiftge  99,  noU  *. 

o  Qa,  should  not  tbk  be  Blondeau's  inveBdon  }    See  Mow. 
P  TkoB,  I  presume,  wa»  in  ioiitation  of  the  Coins  of  Chades 
I.^  but  the  dress- was  altered  from  this  to  the  Roman  eostume. 
n  I  know  not  what  is  here  intended  by  the  4s,  6d.  and  5«.  Gold. 

T  2 
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THbarsday*  11  December. 
At  the  Council  at  Whitehall. 
Ordered, 
That  the  stamp  and  superscription  on  one  side  of 
the.  Money  [to]  be  coined  according  to  Mr.Blon- 
deau^s  new  invention  ^  be  according  tp  the  form  nonr 
brought  in  instead  of  that  form  ag^reed  on. 

.  W.  Jesspp^  CK  of  the  Council.   ' 

The  drawing  is  only  of  the  head,  as  it  is  upon  the 
Coins". 

These  public  proceedings  mark  so  strongly  an  in* 
tention  to  form  a  Coinage  for  general  use,  that  I 
think  the  Protector's  design,  at  that  time,  cannot  be 
d<Hibted,  although  reasons  of  policy  afterwards  in- 
duced him  to  abandon  it. 

1657.  G"  *be  8th  of  June,  a  Bill  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  the  importation  of  Bullion  was  read  the 
first  time,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  was^ 
ordered  to  be  read  a  second  time  on  the  following 
day^.       *  ' 

^ft  was .  accordingly  read,  with  amendments,  and 
committed  ". 

On  the  29d  of  the  same  nl^onth,  the  Amendments 
.were  i^orted,  and  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  * 
the  Bill  was  recommitted  \ 

1657-8.     I  have  not  found  that  any  further  pro- 
ceedings were  had,  which  was  probably  owing  to  the 

^  This  iB  what  is  called  abovQ  Symon*s  ii\ventioD.    In  a  copy 
of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Council  on  the  17th  of  Novembei^, 
amongst  the  Lansdowne  MSB.  the  invention  Is  called  Blondeaiu's^ 
"  which  hinders  all  washers  and  clippers."     [No  DCCCCVl.] 
s  Vertu^'s  Works  bt  Simon,  Supplement,  'page  70* .      '  ^ 
*  Comitions  Journals,  vof.  VII.  ^.  55&.  +-  i    -  • 

V  boiiimons  Journals, 'b!%5f:    '/^^"^     : ^^Wefii;  1i'.  W.  *^ ' 


sudden  dissolution  of  the  Parliaiiient  upon  the  4th 
of  February,  and  the  death  of  thie  Protector,  which- 
happened  oil  the  3d  of  September  following,  1658. 

l^e  ftiscriptions  upon  his  C6ins,  containing  his^ 
style  y  oh  the  Obverse,  and  the  mottos  for  the  Re- 
verse, and  the  edges,  hlaving  already  been  given 
above,  from  the  Minutes  of  thfe  Cbundl  at  White- 
hall  in  the  year  16569  it  remains  only  to  be  observed, 
that  on  the  Obverse  of  the .  Silver  Piec«&  the .  Pro- 
i:ector's  biist  was  represented  with  a  crown  of  laurel 
and  in  Roman  costume,  and  on  the  Reverse  were 
the.  arms  of  the.Commonwealtb,  with  the  addition 
of  the  cross  for  Scotland,  and  Croaaweirsf  family 
coat  on  an  escutcheon  of  pretence.  That  «the  ion 
pression  was  the  same  upon  the  Cold  Coins^  exeeplh 
ipg  that  on  them  the  neck  was  entirely  .biare ;  a  die* 
tinction  which  was  now  fir»t  introduced.  *  -.  * 
.  The  dates  are  1656  and  16^58.  The  clrief  tC«m 
age  is  of  the  latter  date.  .    .   .   ,  ,^ 

There  are  proofs  of  Copper  Farthings,  all  withckitt 
date,  except  that  before-mentiooed,  under  the  Mo*- 
iiey  of  the  Commonwealth,  which  has  the  date  1651. 
None  of  these  were,  as  I  believe,,  levsr  current.  /  *  »       ^^ 

The  only  Mint  was  that  inthe!Toviiter-of  (jondeir.. 

RICHARD    CROMWELL 

was  elected  Protector  by  the  Privy  Council  within 
an  hour  after  the  death  of  his  father,  and  was  pro- 
claimed upon  the  following  day. 

y  On  his  Great  Seal  he  is  stjled^  olivarivs  •  dei  '.gratia  • 

RBIP  *  ANGLIC  'SCOTIA  '  ET,  '  ,^lBERNI£j  &C.  PROTECTOR^    Ojl- 

the  Reverse^  magnym  *  sigillvm  ;  reipvb  *  anglia  '  scoti^s  * 
BT  '  HiBERNiJB,     [Vertue's  Works  of  Simon.] 
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1659.  Towards  the  latter  end  of  his  Govern^ 
ment^  if  such  it  can  be  called^  the  Committee  whicti 
had  been  appointed  by  the  Parliament  for  the  ia-p 
spection  into  the  Accounts  and  Public  Revenue^ 
made  their  report  upon  the  17th  of  Aprils  1^599 
from  which  it  appeared  that  the  annual  income 
arising  from  the  Mint  was  ^.3.  5^*  9^* 

The  expenses  were,  in  fees  to  the  Officers  of  the 
Mint,    with    their    diet    and    incidental   charges^ 

^1154.  19*.  5d.* 

1659.  In  this  year  a  Petition  was  presented  by 
Edward  Johnson,  jun.  esq.  and  others  to  the  Pn>- 
tector,  with  proposals  to  coin  a  common  Farthing  aS 
fine  Rose  Copper  of  the  weight  of  about  half  a  quar** 
ter  of  an  ounce  avoirdupois,  and  twenty-two  Shil- 
lings by  tale,  to  weigh  eight  pounds  avoirdupois, 
with  the  remedy  of  Sixpence  under  or  over,  to  be 
current  in  England,  Scotland  and  Ireland,  for  all 
such  persons  as  would  use  it  for  their  necessity  of 
change,  and  all  other  Farthing  Tokens  to  be  prohi- 
bited. For  the  exclusive  privilege  of  coining  these 
Farthings,  they  offered  to  pay  twelve  Pence  for 
eveiy  twenty-two  Shillings  of  them  which  should  be 
rented  or  uttered. 

In  consequence  of  this  Petition  (which  was  in  fact 
made  by  Thomas  Violet,  Johnson,  &c.  being  only 
his  Trustees)  a  warrant  was  issued  to  Sir  William 
Ellis,  Bart,  the  Solicitor-Gefteral,  on  the  19th  of 
April,  commanding  him  to  prepare  a  book  fit  for 

the  Protector's  signature,  for  the  erecting  of  an  office 

• 

«  Parliamentary  Hbtory,  vol.  XXI.  pp.  387>  339.  If  thc^e  be 
not  some  error  in  the  st^temenVof ,  income  in  this  account^  the 
Coiaage  must  have  been  very  small  indeed. 


for  the.8o|e  making.  Tenting,  ahd  uttering^  f^  31 
yearSy  a  commoi^  Farthing,  according  to  the  terim 
of  the  Petition,  with  such  rules  to  be  observed  by 
the  Pet;itioQerSj,  or  their  assigps,  for  the  stamps, 
:Qgare8,  and  arms  of  the  said  Farthings,  as  the  Pro* 
tector  and  bis  successors  should  appoint. 

The  Solicitor-General  to  atteud  and  acquaint  the 
Pi^rliament  with  the  Petition,  together  with  the 
reasons  thereunto  annexed,  and  with  the  warrant, 
who  were  desired  to  ordain  and  appoint  such  rules, 
prohibitions,  and  penalties,  for  the  effectual  and  bet* 
ter  management  of  the  service,  the  preventing  of  a}l 
former  abuses,  and  restraining  of  the  counterfeiting, 
and  importation  of  any  of  the  said  Farthings  from  the 
parts  beyond  the  seas,  as  they  should  think  fit  and 
necessary  for  carrying  on  this  service  for  tha  good 
of  the  Commonwealth  ^ 

Richard  resigned  the  Protectorship  in  the  follow- 
ing month  of  May,  which  prevented  the  carrying 
this  project  into  execution,  and  the  Parliament  re- 
sunied  the  public  exercise  of  that  authority  which 
it  had  virtually  enjoyed  from  a  very  short  time^fiftei* 
the  death  of  Oliver. 

The  style  of  Richard  on  his  Great  Seal  vyas  the 
same  as  that  used  by  his  Father. 

The  Power  of  the  Aripy,  however,  soon  became 
paramount,  opposed  the  sitting  of  the  Parli^qient> 
find,  after  some  struggle  with  it,  r/estored  thf  Royq| 
Family  to  the  Throne. 

During  the  existence  of  the  Parliamentary  aijtho- 
rity,  the  House  referred  to  those  of  its  Members 

»  Violet's  True  Narrative  of  the  Proceedings  in  the  Court  of 
Admiraltle,  against  the  Ships  sWpon/&c.  4 to.  t^n<i/i6t9, 
p.  U7,  &c.  "      '    •  ' 


ki    ~.      "^         ^  .  t**- 
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\^ho  were  of  the  Council  of  *State,  to  ^xafnhie  what 
BuNion  of  Gold  and  l^lver  had  bben  transported  o  li 
of  the  Commonwealth,  and  to  take  care  to  put  m 
execution  the  Act  for  preventing  the  exportation  of 
BuHion  or  Money ;  and  to  seize  any  to  be  trdns- 
ported  ;  and  to  prevent  the  carrying  out  of  any  Bill- 
lion/  or  ready  money,  for  the  future  ^. 
^  This  was  upon  the  1 1th  of  July,  1^59  ;  and  ac- 
cordingly it  was  resolved,  upon  the  !2 1st  of  May, 
itffio,  that  no  Money  or  Bullion  should  be  exported 
without  the  approbation  of  Parliament,  arid  that  it 
should  be  referred  to  the  Council  of  State  to  take 
care  thereof;  and,  upon  any  address  nlslde  to  them 
for  liberty  in  that  behalf,  to  report  the' case  to  tibe 
'House  for  their  direction  therein  <^. 

Coins  of  the  Com  mon wealth  were  struck  with 'the 
date  of  this  year  impressed  upc^ti  them  **. 


CHARLES    II. 

l€6o.  .    The   commencement  of    the    reign    of 
Charles  II.   is,   by  courtesy,   computed  from    the 
Jdeath  of  his  Father  in  1648,  but  it  did  not  actually 
take  place  until  the  29th  of  May  in  this  year. 

It  is  not  certainly  known  that  he  coined  any  Mo- 
"ney  before  his  Restoration,  but  Mr.  Folkes  conjec- 
'^fcured  thai  some  five  Shillings,  and  two  Shillings  and 

•^  ■  ^'  Commons  Journals^  vol.  VII.  p.  711.    The  Coins  at  this 
'  time  were  so  debased/ that  in  a  sum  of  jg2,550.  I8s.2d,  it  is 

stated  that:  near  ^500  were  counterfeit  and  clipped  Money. 

pdem,  p.  712.]|  '  * 

■'■    ^  Cbmttlons  Journiiis,  vol  Vflf ,  p.  39. 
A  See  Silver  Coins,  Plate  XXXI.  N©  3. 
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Sixfieiuiy  Pieced^  were  struct:  by*  him,  ^ring  the  in*' 
tapvitl  faetwaen  Ihs  I>)atber*s  death  and  his  own  ReitcM 
ratic^  ixk  1S60  ;  though»he  wa^  unable  to  learn  where 
or  when  thay  were  coined  ^  • 

.  Theybear  on  the  Obverse  an  imperial  crown,  with 
tbi$i  legend,  car  ii.  .0.  g,  mag.  brit;  and  on  the  Re* 
verse  the  value,  with  fra.  et.  hyb.  rex.  f.  d.  ^ 

■  It,  is  probable  that  they  were  struck  in  Ireland, 
by  i  the  Marquis  of  Ormond,  who  proclaimed  the 
King  in  all  the  places  which  owned  his  authority, 
within  about  a  fortnight  after  his  Father's  death  ;  for 
in  type  they  are  exactly  similar  to  those  which  wetie 
coined  in  Dublin  by  the  authority  of  Charles  I.  in 
tile  year  1643^. 

Other  Coins  were  struck  in  his  name  by  Colonel 
John  Morris,  Governor  of  Pontefract  Castle,  ^thc 
only  place  in  England  where  the  King  was  pro- 
claimed immediately  upon  the  death  of  his  Father. 
This  fortress  held  out  about  seven  weeks  after  that 
event  ^. 

• 

e  Folkes,  page  103.  On  the  6th  of  December,  1651,  Sir 
Thomas  Yyner^  knt.  and  ban.  Francb  Meynell,  esq.  then  ^eriff 
of  London,  and  Edward  Black  well,  esq.  contracted  with  his 
Majesty  to  take  in  by  taie,  and  to  coin  with  all  convenient  exjpe- 
dition,  at  their  own  charge,  into  English  current  Monies,  the 
Coins  which  were  called  Crown  and  ijiarp  Monies ;  receiving  for- 
th^ same  a  considei'ation  of  s£5.  10s.  for  every  ^100  inf  tale, 
in  lieu  of  want  of  "Weight,  and'  expense  of  Coinage^/ '  Upon 
which  tl^sre  ^as  accordingly  r^-coiii^d,  q(  the  said  Moi|i^  jt^ie 
sum  of  j^500,000  in  tale.  [Folkes,  p.  119,  note.]  For  this  no 
authority  is  given.  The  transaction  is  very  extraordinary  on 
evciy  account,  and  the  date  not  quite  two  months  after  Charles's 
escape  into  France,  subsequent  tp  the  battle  of  Worcester. 

f'SecSilverCoins,  PlateXkx.  Nos  I,  2,'and3,.  [ 

g  See  Plate  XXVII,.  Nos  ^f^vfX  ^v.  Th?y  ar«  inscribed  on  the 
Obverse  with  c.  r.  only,  r    \i  •  f     ^    -. 

h  See  Plate  XXIX.  N^s  l^^'and  13,  andTGold  Coins,  Plate 
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HU  restoration  was  hot  effected  until  the  9th  of 
May,  1660,  but  a  Parliament  met,  at  Westminster, 
on  tt?e  five  and  twentieth  of  April,  for  the  poipose  of 
placing  him  upon  the  throne.  In  the  course  of  thetr 
Session  an  Act  was  passed  for  the  restraining  the 
taking  of  excessive  usury,  the  preamble  to  which 
stated,  that  the  abatement  of  interest  from  ten  in 
the  hundred  in  former  times  *  had  been  found,  by 
notable  experience,  beneficial  to  the  advancement 
of  trade  and  improvement  of  lands  by  good  hus- 
handry,  with  many  other  considerable  advantage  to 
the  Nation,  especially  the  reducing  of  it  to  a  nearer 
proportion  with  foreign  States  with  whom  traffick 
was  carried  on  ;  and  also,  that  in  fresh  memory  the 
like  fall  from  eight  to  six  in  the  hundred,  by  a  late 
constant  practice,  had  found  the  like  success,  to  the 
general  contentment  of  the  Nation,  as  was  visible  by 
several  improvements :  and  further,  that  it  was  the 
endeavour  of  some,  at  that  tim9>  to  reduce  it  ba^ 
a^in  in  practice  to  the  allowance  of  the  Statute  still 
in  force  ^,  to  eight  in  the  hundred,  to  the  great  dis- 
couragement of  ingenuity  and  industry,  in  the  hus- 
bandry, trade,  and  commerce  of  the  Nation.  It 
was  therefore  enacted,  that,  after  the  29  th  of  Sep- 
tember in  that  year,  no  one  should  take  above  the 
value  of  six  Pounds  for  the  forbearance  of  one  hun- 
dred Pounds  for  one  year,  apd  so  after  that  rate  for 

]!IQ[V.'No3.  See  aho  Folkes^  p.  93.  A  more  full  account  of 
these  Coins  may  be  seen  in  the  History  of  particular  Mints> 
under  the  title  Pontefract  Castle.     ,,  , 

»  That  is,  by  Statute  37  Henry  vill.  chap.  9. 

k  Statute  21  James  I.  chap.  17'  It  was  not^  I  presume, 
thought  proper  to  state  that  the  rate  of  interest  was  so  reduced 
by  a  distinct  Act  during  the  Usurpation^  in  the  year  1661> 
chap.  13. 
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a  greater  or  lesser  sum^  or  for  a  longer  or  shorter 
titneK 

An  Order  for  the  preparation  of  Puncheons,  Dies^ 
&c.  fi>r  the  making  of  Gold  and  Silver  Coins,  was 
issued  upon  the  27th  of  June ;  and  an  Indenture 
with  Sir  Ralph  Freeman,  Master  and  Worker  of  the 
Mint,  was  dated  upon  the  20th  of  July.  It  pro* 
vided  for  die  Coinage  of  the  same  Pieces,  and  of 
the  same  value,  as  those  which  had  been  coined  in 
the  thne  of  the  late  King,  and  were  all  hammered 
Monies.  It  is  observable,  that  although  Crown 
Pieces  are  specified  in  it,  yet  not  any  such  wer^ 
coined,  as  appears  by  the  verdicts  of  the  Pix  ». 

The  Mint,  however,  was  not  set  to  work  quite  so 
early  as  these  dates  seem  to  imply.  This  appears 
by  an  Order  from  the  King  directed  to' Sir  William 
Pitrkhurst  and  Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger,  knts.  Wardens 
of  the  Mint,  and  Sir  Ralph  Freeman,  knt.  Master 
and  Worker  of  the  Monies,  which  bore  date  upon 
the  loth  of  August.  lii  it  they  were  required  and 
authorized  to  make  or  cause  to  be  made,  all  sorts  of 
irons,  &c.  &c.  for  the  welt  making  and  imprinting 
the  new  Monies  ;  and  to  cause  Thomas  Symons  to 
draw  and  grave  all  such  patterns  and  irons  with  the 
King's  effigies,  title,  &c.  according  to  such  directions 
and  commands  as  they  should  receive  from  his  Ma* 
jesty*^.  But  Symon  was  not  so  quick  in  his  opera« 
tions  as  was  expected,  which  produced  an  Order 
from  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,' 
dated  on  the  l8th  of  the  same  month,  requiring  that 
he  should  forbear  all  other  services  until  he  hajd  per- 

1  Statute  12  Charles  II.  chap.  13. 

»  Lowndes,  p.  55  ;  and  Folkes,  p.  103. 

n  Vertuc's^  Works  of  Simon,  p.  83. 
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feeted  all  things  belonging  to  him  to  do  fct  setting 
the  Mint  presently  at  work^  and  that  he  should  use 
all  speed  and  diligence  therein^  suitable  to  the  kbso- 
lateness  of  the  Order. 

This  was  followed  by  another  Order;  under  the 
hiCnd  of  the  Kiog  himself,  directed  to  Tbottias 
Sy  mohds,  bne  of  hid  -  Chief  Gravers,  and  dated  bri 
the  21st  of  September  following,  in  which  he  was 
oommslnded  to  lay  aside  all  other  occasions,  and 
forthwith  to  prepare  the  original  or  master-pun* 
0heons  and  charges,  as  also  some  dies  or  stamps,  for 
the  Gold  and  Silver  Coins,  according  to  an  Order  of 
the  27th  of  June  last,  without  fail  ^. 

On  the  14th  of  December,  the  King  granted  to 
Sir  Thomas  Armstrong,  knt.  his  heirs,  &c.  by  Pa- 
teat^  power  to  coin,  during  twenty-one  years  from 
ihe  date  th^]^f,  sucfh  a  quantity  [of  Farthing  Tok^is 
of«Co|»per  as  might  Be  conveniently  issued  during 
the  said  term  andoiigst  his  Majesty's  subjects  in 
Ifeland.  And,  in  order  to  distinguish  them  from 
any  other  Tokens,  they  were  to  be  made  of  Cof^^er 
by  engines,  and  were  to  have  on  one  side  two  seep* 
ttts  crossing  one  diadem,  and  on  the  other  side  an 
harp  crowned,  with  his  Majesty's  title,  carolus  se* 

OUNDUSMA^NK^  BRITANNIE,  FRAN  CIEETHIBERNiE  REX. 

They  were  to  weigh  twaaty  grains,  or  moreP,  with 
a  privy  mark,  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  disco- 
v^  the  counterfeiting  of  them  :  and  were  to  be  cur- 
rent within  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  all  other 
Tokens  were  absol utely  forbidden .     - 

For  this  privilege  Sir  Thomas  Armstrong  was  to 
pay  yearly,  during  the  beforermentioned  term,  the 

o  Verltic**  Works  of  Simon^  p.  84.  , 

p  Some  of  them  weigh  28  graius.    Simpn^  p.  51. 


sum  of  ^.iS,  13£.  4d.  of  lawful  Money  of  Englaqd, 
in  two  payments^  viz.  on  the  24th  of  June  and  d5th 
of  J>ec^n)ber;(.and  if  any  part  waa  unpaid  within 
thirty  di^ys  after  it  became '  due,  then  the  Letters 
Patent  to  be  void. 

.  Th^  Ps^tentee  waa  to  have  all  the.  profits  of  tbe 
Coina^y  ar^d  to  deliver  one  and  twenty  Shllling/s  in 
Tokens  for  every  twenty  Shillings  in  current  sterling 
Money;  and  to  repay  twenty  Shillings  in  current 
sterling  Money  for  every  twenty-one  Shillings  of 
the  said  Tokens  as  should  be  brought  to  him.  And 
he  was  authorized  to  send  qonvepieat  quantities  #f 
them  to  as  many  cities,  towns,  and  other  places  in 
Ireland,  as  he  should  think  iit^. 

His  Majesty « also  took  into  consideration .  the 
hardships  under  which  his  subjects  in  that  kingdoni 
laboured  for  want  of  a  good  Silver  species^  and  hy 
the  great,  quantity  of  baae  Money  imported  $  and 
was  pleased  to  inform  the  Lor^a  Justioes  and  Coviilr 
cil,  by  a  letter  dated  on  the  30th  of  Qotober^^  that 
it  had  been  proposed  to  hi»,  as,  an/<ex^pqdieiit  ibr 
the  present,  to  raise  such  outlandish  .Coin  as  was 
then  current  there  to  an  higher  value,  and.  to  de- 
press that  part  thereof  which  was  of  the  baser  sort 
to  a  less  value;  and  accordingly  he.  authorized  them 
to  take  the  premises  into  their  serious  consideratkib, 

q  Simon,  p.  51 ;  and  Appendix,  p.  125.  It  is  probablp^  that 
not  one  of  these  was  uttered;  for,  in  'j6$0,  the  son  of  Sit 
TIkoaias  Arinstrong  stateil,  in  »  PM!lftioii4o  the  King,  that 
neither  his  father  nor  himlflf  wero  ^er  adnutted  to  make  use  df 
this.prant,  nor  tp  obtain  ^\oyrf^c^TOVf\  tihe;  Chief  Gpverncy  of 
^rdand  to  issue  the  said  Tokens.    [Simon,  Appiendix,  No  LXV.] 

'  I  know  not  whether  this  date  bi  correct:  in  the  body ^ of 
Simon's  Essay,  it  stands,  aS(^b9Te,.Qcjtober,  but  in  the., Appen- 
dix, No  LIV.  fXjs  I^yfifpbcr^,  ,, 
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and  1o  do  thetein  what  they  shookl  find  most  ^pe^ 
dient  for  the  good  of  his  pec^le  and  his  senriee. 

1660-1.  They  therefore  cfeclared^  by  Proclama^ 
tion  upon  the  !29th  January^  that  the  follomo^ 
Pieces  should  be  current  from  the  8d  day  of  Fe- 
bniary  next,  at  die  weights  and  rates  subjoined,  as 
fally  and  freely  aa  if  they  weie  sterling  Money,  and 
eurrent  of  and  in  BIngiand,  viz4 

Gold. 

Weight.  Valne. 

dwt.  gt,        £.    s,     d^ 

The  Golden  Rider,  weighing  -      6  li  nt  i     3    6 

The  Hidf  in  proportion. 

I1ie  Spanish  or  French  Quadru- 
ple Pistole       --  ..17     8—3     40 

The  Double,  Single,  and  Half 
Pistole,  in  proportion. 

The  Do^ible  Ducat  of  Gold     -      4  13-^0  19    6 

The  Single  in  proportion. 

The  Spanish  ^flrain    -.-      7    2^1     80 

The  Half  in  proportion. 

Silver. 

The  Mexico  or  Sevile  Piece 
of  Eight,  the  Rix  Dollar, 
or  Cross  Dollar    ----I70  — 04p 

The  Half,  Quarter,  and  Half- 
quarter,  in  proportion. 

The  Portugal  Royal      --     -     14     0  —  0     3     & 

The  Half  and  Quarter  in  pro- 
portion. 

The  Dttccatoon  -    -  ^  -  .  -    -     30  1(S  —  0    5     i^ 

The  Half  and  Quarter  in  pro* 
portion. 
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dwtgr.        jtf.    t.    A 

The  old  Peru  Piece  and  French 

Lewis  - 17     0  —  04fi 

The  Half,  Quarter,  and  Half- 
quarter,  in  proportion.^ 

Two  Pence  were  to  be  allowed  for  every  gwthi  of 
Gold  under  the  above  weight,  and  three  Pence  for 
every  pennyweight  of  Silver  deficient,  and  with  such 
sdlowances  the  defective  Coins  were  to  be  current*. 

1661.  On  the  10th  of  Jun^  a  Proclamation  was 
issued  against  exporting  Gold  ^nd  !$ilver,  and  a^in^ 
buying  and  selling  them  at  higher  rates  thftn  wer( 
given  in  the  Mint ;  and  klso  i^inst  culling,  wash** 
ing,  or  otherwise  diminishing  the  current  Monies. 
It  stated,  that  the  scarcity  of  Money  was  oceastoned 
by  the  late  illegal  and  promiscuous  buying  and  sell- 
ing all  sort  of  Gold  and  Silver  at  higher  rales  thetl 
ever  his  Majesty  or  any  of  his  Royal  ProgenitoHi 
had  allowed  in  their  Mint.  That  this  oecanoned  thd 
Gold  and  Silver  to  be  exported,  and  that  none  could 
be  brought  into  the  Mint,  but  to  the  loss  of  such  as 
Wought  the  same,  which  [the  Proclamation  very 
sagely  observes]  it  was  probable  no  man  would  do. 

Therefore,  to  preserve  within  the  kingdom  the 
Gold  and  Silver  which  should  be  brought  into  it  i|i 
exchange  for  the  native  cotnmodities  of  the  land,  it 
was  ordained,  that  no  person  whatsoever  should 
hereafter,  without  especial  license,  transport  any 
Gold  or  Silver  in  any  form,  on  pain  of  such  punish- 
ment as  by  the  Laws  might  be  inflicted  on  them. 
The  Proclamation  then  proceeded  tp  state  the|inH>- 

s  SimoD^  p.^l',  and  Appendix^  No  LIV. 
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visions  of  those  Laws  ;  such  as  the  Statute  of  York, 
9  Edward  II f.  the  first,  sixth,  and  ninth  chapters; 
the  Statute  5  Richard  II.  chap.  2 ;  2  Henry  IV. 
chap.  5  ;  one  part  of  the  Statute  2  Henry  VI.  chap. 
6;  25  Edward  HI.  chap.  12;  5  Edward  VI.  chap". 
19  ;  another  part  of  the  Statute  2  Henry  VI.  chap. 
'& ;  and  that  those  Statutes  had  been  confirmed  by 
sundry  Orders  and  Pr6cIanfiations  of  Queen  Eliza- 
beth, King  Ja'mes,  and  Ring  Charles  I.  whereby 
the  Nation  had  flourished  for  many  hundred  3rears9 
famous  for  her  constant  sterling  standard,  and 
renowned  for  her  plenteous  stock  of  Monies^  and 
magnificence  of  Plate,  until  the  late  distracted  times. 
And  whereas  there  had  been  daily  a  great  consump- 
tion of  the  heavy  current  Silver  Coins  and  Bullion 
of  the  kingdom,  in  making  Gold  and  Silver  Wire, 
&c.  &c.  and  also  by  the  sleight  and  deceitful  adul- 
terate making  them  of  coarse  Silver,  under  sterling, 
and  likewise  a  vast  expense  and  waste  of  Gold  in  ail 
sorts  of  gildings,  the  Proclamation  further  declaired 
it  to  be  his  Majesty's  intention,  in  due  time,  to  take 
such,  strict  course  as  should  reduce  the  makers  of 
those  manufactures  into  such  order,  that  all  abases 
should  in  future  be  prevented,  and  the  manufactures 
of  Gold  and  Silver  be  duly  regulated  and  assayed, 
according  to  the  Statutes  ". 

A  Proclamation  was  published  in  Dublin,  upon 
the  17th  of  August,  to  prohibit  the  making  of  To- 
kens, which  several  persons,  in  all  the  cities,  cor- 
porate and  market  towns,  throughout  Ireland,  had 

^  And  yet  every  one  of  those  Statutes  states  the  seaxcity  of 
Monif  aS'the  reasons  for  its  provisions ! 
u  ProcL  penes  auctorem. 
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tak«n  a  liberty  to  strike,  without  a^y  restrictions^  in 
Brass  or  Copper,  with  such  stamps  as  they  pleased^ 
in  very  great  proportions,  and  had  vented  them  for 
a  Penny  each  piece  in  exchange,  under  pretence 
that  when  they  shquld  be  called  in,  or  decried,  the 
persons  who  uttered  them  would  receive  them  back 
again  at  the  rates  for  which  they  were  issued.  By 
which  means  there  were  raised  near  about  twenty 
Shillings  in  pure  Silver  Coin,  f9r  the  value  of  pvery 
twenty  Pence  which  the  Brass  stood  in.  When 
this  was  done,  and  those  Brass  Tokens  were  issued 
amongst  the.  people,  t^en  it  came  to  pass  that  many 
of  those,  who  caused  such  Tokens  to  be  so  stamped 
and  issued,  kept  out  of  the  way^  and  so  avoided  th^ 
accepting  or.  exchanging  them,  to  the  great  loss  and 
disappointment  of  m^ny  poor  people.  The  Silver 
Moneys  gained  by  such  exchanges,  was  supposed 
to  have  been  exported  out  of  the  kingdom.     ^ 

It  was  therefore  forbidden  to  buy  or  barter  for  any 
such  Tokens,  or  to  issue  any  of  them  in  payments^ 
except  to  such  as  had  made  them,  or  caused  them  to 
be  made^  under  the  pnetence  before-mentioned.  And 
it  was  further  defclared  not  to  be  lawful  for  any  per-^ 
son  or  persons  whatsoever  (without  special  license 
fropi  his  Majesty  in  that  behalf)  to  make,  or  cause 
to  be  made,  any  Brass  or  Copper  Money  or  Tokens, 
on  pain  of  such  punishment  as  by  the  laws  of  the 
kingdom  might  be  justly  inflicted  on  the  contemners 
of  his  Majesty's  authority  *. 

As  Sii-  Thomas  Armstrong's  Patent  for  the  making 
of  Farthing  Tokens^  which  was  granted  on  the  14th 
of  December  in  the  last  year,  was  not  excepted  from 

»  Simon,  page  52  \  and  Appendix,  N"  LV. 
VOL.  Ill*  U 
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\he  j^herftl  j3rdhtbitioh,  is  ¥fh%  found  neceiMry  <a 
Vecogtiize  it  in  another  Proctomntion,  tipon  tiie  l^tih 
6f  Septettiber  foHowii^,  in  which  the  one  nbove 
stkted  Was  recited  y. 

At  this  time  the  Gold  Coins,  notwitbsttndiiig  the 
late  Procktmation  of  the  lOth  of  June  last,  wete  ex- 
ported in  sucti  quantities  thint  they  were  current 
thOre  abiEindantly  in  foreign  parts  tlian  in  England. 

1V>  provide  a  remedy  for  thi^,  bia  Majesty  ettUed 
biefofe  himself  and  liis  Privy  Council,  the  Commis- 
sioners of  Tfadi?,  the  OflScers  of  the  Mint,  and  tbe 
iGroIdstniths  of  the  best  soft,  in  order  to  ground  his 
Majesty's  resolutions,  in  that  behalf,  upon  such  in-- 
formation  and  drscoveries  as  either  art,  experience, 
or  knowledge  of  affair?  abroad,  could  "afford. 

After  Considering  former  events,  with  their  pre^ 
sent  opinion 'and  advice,  it  was  determined,  that  >l!be 
evil  originated  in  th^  great  gain  which  t^he  Merchant 
(especially  the  stranger)  made  by  the  exportation  of 
the  Gold ;  which  gain  arose  out  of  the  disproportton 
bettveen  th(B  price  of  the  Coins  of  Gold,  which  was 
higher  abroad  than  within  the  kingdom;  and,  at 
that  time,  was  ^o  great  and  so  swift  in  return,  that 
ijt  incited  men  to  offend  against  all  laws  which  had 
formerly  b^eninade  ag^ins^  such  Mportation.  His 
Majesty,  thcfrefore,  resolved  (preserving  still  the 
weight  and  fineness  of  the  stt^ildtird)  to  raise  the 
price  of  the  Gold  Coins -to,  'dr  near,  tbe  equal  valt^ 
which  it  bore  in  foreign  parts. 

But,  in  order  that  it  might  n6t 'be  coneeivedthiUr 
hts  Majesty  would  malce  t^e  remedy  giieater  than 
the  inconvenience,  it  was  absolutely  concluded' ndt 
to  make  any  manner  of  alteration  in  the  price,  or 

y  Simon^  P*&3>  and  Appendix^  N<>LVI. 
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olbem^ise,  of  the  8ilver  Money ;  because  with  that 
aU  tEades  and  paymeirts  were  so  much  driven  and 
made^  that  the  raising  the  price  thereof  would  'give 
both  eolour  and  cause  to  raise  the  prices  of  all  com* 
mocUties  and  things  vendible^  which  his  Majesty 
sought  by  ail  means  to  avoid. 

And  to  show  that  in  such  proceeding  his  Majesty 
was  not  bent  upon  any  benefit  to  himself^  (which 
might  accrue  by  the  Coinage,  if  the  increase  of 
price  had  been  set  upon  such  Coins  only  as  had 
been  newly  stamped,)  but  that  the  reformation  was 
intended  for  the  publick  good,  the  price  was  fixed, 
as  well  of  Gold  heretofore  coined,  as  hereafter ;  so 
that  if  any  profit  should  by  accident  fall  oot,  It 
would  iTather  be  his  subjects  than  bis  Majesty'^. 

It  was  therefore  declared  by  Proclamation,  on 
the  j^fith  of  August,  tixat  the  several  Pieces  of  Gold 
should  be  current  within  the  Realm,  respectively, 
at  the  fdllowing  values ;  tiz. 

The  Unite   -    - 
Doutele  Crown  - 
Britany  Crown 
Thiatle  Crown  - 
Half  Crown  -     - 

The  jCoin  of  Gold  of  Scodaad,  called  the  Six* 

j)ound  Piece,  then  current  at  eleven  Shillings,  to  he 

^current  at  eleven  Shillings  and  eight  Pence. 


now 
cur- 
rent 
at 


''22*.  Orf.*^ 
II     0 
5     6 
4    4^ 
2     9 


tobef^f  f- 

^*   [  .2  n 


The  Unite  -    - 
Double  .Crown 
Britain  Crown  -  j  now 
Rose  Royal  -     -  I  cur- 
SpwHoyal  -     -  f  rent 
Angel      -    -    -      at 
Aogdet,  Kir  Hatf 
Angel    -     -     -. 


Ms. 
10 

5 

33 
l€ 

11 


od: 

0 
0 
0 

€ 

0 


r2is.  4d. 


to  be 
.  cur- 
'^rent^ 


i 


at 


L  5     €    J 


10 

8 

5 

4 

35 

0 

17 

6 

11 

8 
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Quarter-^Angel 
The. Rose  Royal 
Spur  Royal-     - 
Angel     *    -    * 


And  as  this  increasing  the  prices  of  Gold  was 
likely  to  bring  more  of  it  into  currency,  it  was 
ordained,  (in  order  to  prevent  that  which  was  be- 
come light  by  clipping  or  washing  from  being  put 
into  circulation,)  that  it  should  be  lawful  to  refuse 
any  Pieces  which  were  lighter  than  the  Remedies 
allowed,  viz. 


In  every  Piece  of 
Gold  formerly •< 
current  for 


33*.  Od.^ 
22      0 


16 
11 

5 
2 


0 
0 
6 
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I 


the 

"4^  grains^ 
3  ditto. 

Remedy 

2^  ditto-  . 

not  to    ] 

2  ditto. 

exceed 

1  grain. 
J  ditto. 

And  for  every  grain  deficient,  over  and  above 
those  Remedies,  two  Pence  to  be  allowed. 

But  all  Pieces  which  did  not  want  more  in 
Ifreight  than  the  said  Remedies,  were  to  be  received 
without  any  abatement  or  allowance,  as  if  the  same 
^yere  of  full  and  just  weight. 

And  it  was  further  provided,  that  if  any  Piece 
did  want  in  weight  above  double  the  number  of 
grains  allowed  for  the  Remedy,  then  it  should  not 
only  be  absolutely  refused,  but  every  person  to 
whom  it  should  be  tendered  in  payment,  should 
brand  it  by  striking  an  hole  through  it ;  and  that 
the  same  should  be  done  to  any  Pieces  which  should 
be  found  soldered  or  unlawfully  debased ;  and  thali 
the  Pieces  so  stricken  through  should  be  returo^ 
immediately  to  the  owner  thereof. 
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r30A\T  r4i  grains, 

'''r''S^^'''%''^J  ^     Ithe  Remedy)  3  ^^J; 
GqU  formerly<^  15     K^,,^^^^Ja<  2i  ditto. 


current  at  - 


10 

L  5   J 


2  ditto. 
1  grain, 

under  the  same  conditions   as   the   others   abov^- 
mentioned. 

The  Proclamation  also  required  all  his  Majesty's 
Officers,  &c.  to  put  in  execution  the  following  Sta- 
tutes for  preventing,  the  exportation  of  Gold  and 
Silver,  viz.  the  Statute  of  York,  9  Edward  III. 
ehap.  1,  6, 9,  and  10,  and  the  Statute  2  Henry  IV. 
chap.  5.' 

It  WAS  now  thought  proper  that  the  Coins  which  *  ^^^^/i^ 
were  struck  during  the  Usurpation,  (stamped  with/^^  *I  jL, 
the  cross  and   harp,   and   with  these  words,   xHEQr^^      j„  ^^^ 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  ENGLAND,)    should  not  COUtinUC/^^^      ^   J^ 

to  be  current,  a^  they  had  hitherto  been,  together  -  ^.^  ^     r\ 
with   the  lawful  Money;  and  accordingly   it  was        *    ^-^       *7 
declared  by  Proclam?ition,  upon  the  seventh  of  Sep-      ^  -'^   -^ 
tember,  that  they  should  be  current  no  longer  than^^  ^/^^ 
until  the  last  day  of  November;  after  which  time^* r..>.^^^^ 
they  were  to  be  brought  to  the  Mint,  where  au/-^>w.*.u^  /^ 


equal  quantity  of  lawful  Money  would  be  allowed  ^^^ 
for  them,  weight  for  >veight,  deducting  only  for  the     -^    ^ 


Coinage.  *  ^Ay^  ^ 

The   Proclamation   stated,  that  i^s   those  Coin3/^'-^^^^/*-^/Ar 
were  not  considered  to  be  the  lawful  Money  of  the  /t  f^  /<^^-r^^ 
Realm,  many  persons  had  presujued  to  counterfeit  ^       ^     V, 
them,   hoping   to   escape    punishment    until    such/  «- 

Coins  were  made  legal  and  current  by  his  Majesty's  *^*^  : 
Ph>clatmation ;    it  therefore  forbade   the   washing,   ^'^^  /   /^. 
cH^pihg,  ftling)  counterfeiting,  or  otherwise  abasing 

2  Procl.  p^nes  auctorem. 
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thMe  Coine  in  future,  on  pain  of  being  proceeded 
against,  aecording  to  the  Statatts  of  the  Realii* 
ma<}e  against  the  eountcFfeiting,  &c.  of  the  Tawlbl 
Money  *. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  a  Proclamation  was 
issued,  to  prohibit  the  importation  of  divers  foreign 
wares,  and  merchandises ;  and  to  repress  the  excess 
of  giving  of  coaches  and  chariots,  which  was  grown 
at  that  time  into  frequent  and  excessive  use,  so  as  to 
be  one  great  means  of  the  scarcity  of  Gold.  It  was 
therefore  forbidden  to  gild  any  part  of  such  carri- 
ages (excepting  only  those  which  should  be  provided 
for  his  Majesty^  or  the  royal  family,  and  excepting 
coats  of  arms  upon  other  coaches)  on  pain  of  such 
punishment,  as  by  the  Laws  and  Statutes  had  in 
such  cases  been  provided  **. 

By  a  warrant  dated  on  the  28th  of  November,  the 
values  of  the  several  pieces,  which  were  to  be  coined 
by  virtue  of  the  Indenture  of  the  20th  of  July  in  the 
last  year,  were  ordered  to  be  stamped  upon  them ; 
and  by  a  Commission  dated  soon  afterward.  Groats 
and  Quarter  Shillings  were  directed  tp  be  added  ^ 

Upon  the  same  day  Mr.  Secretary  Morrice  in- 
formed the  House  of  Commons,  that  his  Majesty 
(making  the  good  of  his  people  the  subject  of  his 
thoughts,  and  considering  that  the  calling  in  of 
Money,  called  the  Commonwealth's  Money,  by  the 
last  day  of  the  month,  might  be  prejudicial  to  his 
people,  and  hazard  the  exportation  of  a  great  part 
thereof)  was  graciously  pleased,  by  the  advice  of  his 

^  Pi^.  penes  auct.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  Coins  of  Crom- 
well are  not  described  in  this  Proclamation;  an  omittion  which 
leads  to  the  conclusion  that  they  were  never  in  circulation. 

h  Proc.  penes  auct.  c  Folkes^  p.  103. 


Friiiy  Council^  to  direct  a  Proclamatioo  to  b^  it^ed, 
signifying  his  Majesty's  pleasure  to  accept  the  sai<J 
Mwcy,  in  any  payment  to  be  made  to  his  M%je^ty, 
until  the  25th  of  March  next.  It  was  ordered  th»t 
Mr.  Secretary  Morrice  sboidd  return  the.  hunible 
thank;  of  the  House  to  his  Majesty  for  his  grace  aad 
favour  therein  ^.  _ 

Some  deby,  however,  took  place,  and  the  Procla- 
mation was  not  issued  until  the  7th  of  December, 
bat*it  extended  the  time  still  farther  than  that  which 
was  limited  in  his  Majesty's  message  to  the  House> 
namely,  to  the  first  of  May  next  following.  So  th{|t 
those  Monies  might  be  p^id  into  any  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's publick  receipts,  for  duties,  .&c.  to  him,  bUyt 
not  to  be  current  in  common  payments  between  his 
subjects  beyond  the  day  originally  appointed*  And 
all  the  oiEcers  of  his  receipt  were  commanded,  upon 
receipt  of  any  considerable  sum  thereof,  to  give  no- 
tice to  the  High  Treasurer  and  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  end  tluit  such 
speedy  directions  might  be  given  for  the  jnevi(  coipr 
mg  thereof,  as  should  be  thought  fit,  his  Maj^ty 
being  willing,  for  the  ease  of  his  subjects,  to  take 
the  charge  of  the  coinage  thereof  upon  himself. 
This  was  done  in  order  to  prevent  the  exportation  pf 
that  M<>ney, 

The  Proclamation  further  forbade  the  counterfeit- 
ing, &c.  of  these  Coins,  between  the  last  day  of  No- 
vember and  the  first  of  May,  on  pain  of  being  pr/^ 

d  See  *'  A  true  and  perfect  Collection  of  a]l  Messages,  Ad- 
dr^8809,  &c.  from  the  JSomi^  of  Commons^  from  1^60  to 
August  14,  1670,"  fol.  16^0,  p.  3.  The  date  of  the  25th  of 
Majrcih  19.  probsUbJy  incorrect.  See  the  16lh  of  J^nuai^  fol- 
lowing. 
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,  » 

ceeded  against  according  to  the  Laws  and  Statutes 
of  the  realm  «. 

l66l'2.    It  should  seem,  that  this  extension  of 
the  time  was  granted  in  consequence  of  some  repre- 
sentations which  the  Commons  had  made  to  his 
Majesty,  for  on  the  l6th  of  January  Mr.  Secretary 
Morrice  informed  the  House,  that  his  Majesty,  hav-^ 
ing  (to  gratify  that  House)  enlarged  the  time  for 
accepting  the  late  Coin  in  payments  to  his  Majesty 
from  the  first  of  March  ^  till  the  first  of  May,  had 
received  information  from  several  Officers  of  his 
Exchequer  and  Mint,  that  it  would  be  a  great  loss 
and  prejudice,  and  very  mischievous  to  his  Majesty, 
and  of  advantage  only  to  some  private  persons,  who 
had  engrossed  and  bought  up  the  said  Coin  ;    and 
therefore  he  was  advised  to  recall  his  Proclamation, 
and  confine  the  making  the  said  Coin  passable  in 
payments  to  his  Majesty  to  the  first  of  March  only. 
And  though  it  was  much  his  Majesty's  interest  so  to 
do,  yet  he  would  not  do  the  same  till  he  had  ad- 
vised with  the  House  therein. 

The  House  returned  humble  thanks  to  his  Ma- 
jesty by  Mr.  Morrice,  who  was  desired  to  acquaint 
his  Majesty,  that  the  House  being  fully  satisfied 
with  the  reasons  for  reducing  the  time  of  accepting 
the  late  Coin  in  paynients  to  his  Majesty,  did  ac- 
quiesce in  his  Majesty's  resolution,  and  did  wholly 
leave  it  to  his  Majesty's  pleasure  to  do  as  he  should 
think  fit  in  reducing  the  same  s, 

«  Proc.  penes  auctorem. 

^  In  Secretary  Morrice's  former  Dotiee  to  the  House^  on  the 
88th  of  November,  the  date  is  the  25th  of  March^  but  this 
appears.from  whatfbllows^uponthe93d  of  January,  to  be  correct. 

g  See  ''  A  true  and  perfect  Collection  of  all  Messages,  Ad- 
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That  Proclamation  was  accordingly  recalled^  and 
by  another,  which  was  issued  on  the  23d  of  Ja- 
nuary, it  was  ordered,  that  after  the  first  day  of 
March  these  Coins  should  be  no  longer  received  by 
his  Majesty's  Officers.  The  prohibition  against' 
counterfeiting  them  was  repeated  in  that  Procla- 
mation ^. 

1661-2.  In  the  Parliament  which  was  holden  at 
Edinburgh  on  the  1st  of  January  an  Act  was  passed 
concerning  the  Bullion.  It  stated,  that  the  King, 
considering  how  much  the  penury  and  scarcity  of 
his  Majesty's  Coin  in  Scotland,  was  occasioned  fay 
the  meanness  and  smallness  of  the  proportion  of  Bul- 
lion at  first  imposed,  never  heretofore  considerably 
augmented,  had  ordained  the  same  to  be  increased. 
And  to  prevent  all  abuse  and  prejudice  to  the  Mint 
by  the  Customers  exacting  of  his  Majesty's,  and  his 
predecessors  their  own  Coin,  from  the  Merchants 
exporters  of  the  commodities  liable  in  payment  of 
quantities  of  Bullion,  or  else  exacting  so  much  per 
ounce  of  the  said  Merchant  exporter,  to  the  great 
prejudice  and  utter  destruction  of  the  said  Mint,  had 
ordained  that  eVery  Merchant  exporter  (whether  na- 
tive or  foreigner)  should  give  security  that  Bullion, 
equivalent  in  proportion  to  the  quantity  of  goods 
exported,  be  delivered  to  the  Officers  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Mint  (and  that  of  foreign  Bullion)  either 
plate  or  burnt  Silver,  twelve  denier  fine,  and  being 
baser,  to  be  considered  by  weight  and  reckoning, 
and  that  the  said  Customers  should  not  receive  any 
of  his  Majesty's,  or  his  predecessors  Coin,  or  any 

dresses,  &c.  from  the  House  of  Commons^  from  1661  to  August 
|4th,  1679,"  page4. 
^  Proc.  penes  auctorem. 
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odMr  satisfaction,  whatsoever,  except  the  said  foreign 
Bullion  K 

By  the  49th  chapter,  the  interest  of  Money,  or,  as 
it  is  called,  the  annual  rent,  was  reduced  to  six  per 
OiotK 

The  improvement  of  coining  by  the  mill  waa 
early  taken  into  consideration,  and  was  resolved  npom 
before  the  end  of  the  year  lS6l  ;  but  it  was  not 
brought  into  full  practice  at  that  time,  for  there  is 
an  Order  of  Council,  dated  January  17th,  1661-3, 
for  ,a;  Privy  Seal,  "  to  pay  to  Sir  WiUiam  Parkhurst, 
and  Sir  Anthony  St.  Leger,  knts.  and  Wardens  of  thei 
Mint,  ^.1,400  by  way  of  imprest,  to  be  employed 
for  erecting  houses,  mills,  engines,  and  other  mate^ 
rials  for  the  coining  of  Money  by  the  mill  ^. 

By  an  Order  of  the  Privy  Council,  at  which  the 
King  himself  was  present,  on  the  24th  of  January, 
all  gravers  were  forbidden  to  grave  or  make  any 
irons,  &c.  for  coinings,  in  any  place  but  in  his  Ma- 
jesty's Mint  in  the  Tower  of  London.  And  by  the 
came  Order  Thomas  Simon,  graver,  was  required 
speedily  to  bring  in,  and  deliver  to  the  Officers  of 
his  Majesty's  Mint,  all  such  tools  and  engines  for 
coining  as  he  had  in  his  possession"^.  From  this 
time  Simon's  connection  with  the  Mint  seems  "to 

i  Scottish  Acts  first  Parliament  of  Charles  II.  cap.  37<  Act 
concerning  the  Bullion. 

After  the  provisions  of  this  Act  *'  follows  the  A.  B.  C.  [or  as  it 
is  called  in  the  Act  the  Alphabet]  of  Bullion,  as  it  is  now  esta^ 
bU«h  bf  our  Sovereign  Lord  and  Estates  of  P^liament."  This 
shows  the  quantit^^^f  Bullion  which  is  to  be  paid  upcm  varioiis 
articles  when  exported,  as  pot  ashes,  &c.  the  last,  four  ounces^ 
at  tweke  deniers  fine. 

k  Id.  1  Folkes,  p.  104. 

in  Yertue's  Works  of  Simon,  Appendix,  page  85. 


hvn  eeasad,  no  mote  idltrectioiM  to  him  being  fowoA 
in  idle  MinA  books  ". 

On  tbe  19th  oS  Febnmy  a  Bill  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  into  the  House  of  Ccmhihods  against  the 
wearing  of  GoM  and  Silver  lace^  buttont^  ribbanda^ 
or  any  ^<ber  trinmiings  for  doeths  of  GgM  or  Sihrer, 
asd  agffin9t  gilding  of  coaefaes  and  ^gn^,  and  aU 
things  else  that  might  wasie  the  Coin  of  the  King- 
dom ^.  it  appears^  ho^wver,  that  the  Bill  was  not 
presented. 

16^2.  On  the  l8th  of  the  following  Aprils  the 
agreements  made  by  Sir  Ralph  Freeman^  knt.  Mas- 
ter and  Worker  of  the  Mint,  and  Henry  Slingsby^ 
esq.  his  deputy,  *^  concerning  several  proposak 
made  by  them^  about  coining  his  Majesty^s  Monies 
by  the  mill  and  press/'  were  made  in  Council  and 
approved. 

By  these  agreements  it  appears  that  Peter  Bton* 
deau,  the  same  artist  who  had  formerly  made  po- 
posals  to  the  €ommonwealtb,  was  now  taken  into 
the  Mint,  and  that  he  there  undertook,  for  certinn 
considerations,  ^^  to  furnish  all  the  mills,  rollers, 
presses,  and  other  instruments,  to  cut,  flatten,  make 
round,  and  size  the  pieces ;  the  engine  to  mark  the 
edges  of  the  Money  with  letters  and  grainings,  the 
great  presses  for  coining  of  Monies,  and  all  other 
tools  and  engines  for  the  new  way  of  coining ;"  and 
further,  that  he  did  also  undertake,  ^^  to  teach  and 
iostmct  the  Moniers  in  the  use  of  his  new  invented 
tools  and  engines,  and  in  coining  by  way  of  the  mill 
and  press;**  the  corporation  of  Moniers,  on  their 

u  Id.  page  8^.    But  see  under  the  ISth  of  April,  wl^re  h€  is 
spoken  of  as  still  belonging  to  the  Mint, 
o  G}mmoa8  Jovmals,  yt>\.  VIII.  p.  308. 
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part,  undertaking  at  certain  rates  in  the  said  agree« 
ments  mentioned,  ^'  to  pass  the  plates  of  Gold  and 
Silver  at  the  horse  mill,  and  to  cut,  flatten,  size;, 
neale,  blanch,  and  coin  the  pieces ;  to  maintain  the 
horses,  to  find  alum,  argol,  and  saw-dust,  to  keep 
in  repair  the  ovens,  furnaces,  and  utensils  for  neaU 
ing  and  blanching,  to  make  good  the  balances,  small- 
files,  pan^,  tubs,  trays,  bowls,  and  sacks,  and  all 
waste  of  Gold  and  Silver  in  nealing,  blanching,  and 
working." 

The  said  Blondeau  particularly  engaged,  "  to  dis- 
cover his  secrets  in  rounding  pieces  before  they  are 
sized,  and  in  marking  the  edges  of  the  Moneys  with 
fetters  and  grainings  unto  his  Majesty,  if  he  should 
please  to  be  witness  of  his  art  and  inventions,  and 
unto  the  Warden,  Master  and  Worker,  and  Comp- 
troller of  the  Mint,  and  to  such  other  persons  only 
of  trust  aiid  Confidence,  as  the  said  Peter  Blondeau 
should,  from  time  to  time,  find  necessary  to  employ 
in  assisting  him  to  round  the  pieces,  and  to  mark 
the  edges  of  the  Monies,  according  to  the  quantities 
weekly  coined  ^. 

It  further  appears  by  the  report  of  the  foremen - 
tioned  agreehaents,  that  the  OflScers  of  the  Mint 
therein  named  did  also  then  certify,  "  that  they  had 
proposed  unto  Thomas  Simon,  and  John  Roetier, 
Gravers  of  the  Mint,  to  accept  of  certain  prcemia 
therein  specified,  for  the  furnishing  the  Mint  with 
stamps  for  coining  in  thfe  new  way ;  but  that  by 

,  T  vThis  practice  of  keeping  secret  the  manner  of  edging  the 
Money  is  still  observed  in  the  Mint,  all  those  who  are  intrusted 
with  it  being  sworn  not  to  discover  it,  notwithstanding  the 
manner  in  which  the  same  operation  is  peifomied  in.  several 
foreign  Mints  is  there  publickly  shewn !     [Fdlkes,  p.  105.} 
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l*ea$on,pf  a  contest. in  art  between  them,  they  had 
.found  it  difficult  to  bring  them  to  any  agreement/* 

.This  John  Roetier  was  a  native  of  Antwerp,  >  who 
,  having  been  presented  to.  the  King  abroad,  as  a  very 
eminent  and. excellent  artist  Jn  his  way,  came  over 
soon  after  the  Restoration,  and  was  by  his  Majesty 
appointed  one  of  the  Gravers  of  the  Mint.  Both 
Simon  and  he  made  their  several  models  or  pattern 
pieces  for  the  new  Money,  which  being  shewed  at 
Court,  his  Majesty  is  said  to  have  best  approved  of 
those  given  in  by  Roetier ; ,  and  these  were  accord- 
ingly ordered  to  be  followed,  in  the  puncheons  and 
dies  to  be  made  for  the  new  Money.  Which  pre- 
ference so  far  exasperated  Simon,  who  did  not  value 
.  his  own  performances  less  than  they  deserved,  nor 
knew  how  to  submit  to  his  foreign  rival,  that  he 
either  thereupon  immediately  quitted  the  Mint,  or, 
for  some  apprehended  misbehaviour  upon  the  occa- 
sion, was  soon  after  removed  from  his  office  of  one 
of  the  chief  engravers /i. 

It  has  been  seen  that  many  unsuccessful  attempts 
were  made  to  obtain  a  grant  to  establish  a  .Mint  for 
the  coining  of  Silver  Money  in  Dublin  ;  but  uqw  a 
patent  was  actually  granted  for  that  purpose  to  Sir 
Thomas  Vyner,  Bart.  Robert  Vyner,  and  Daniel 
Bellingham,  Goldsmiths.  By  this  instrument,  which 
bore  date  upon  the  28th  of  April,  was  erected, 
created,  and» established,  a  Mint  Office  in  some  con- 
venient place  within  the  City  of  Dublin,  for  the 
coining  of  all  sorts  of  small  Silver  Monies,  of  the 
denominations  of,  or  running  for.  Groats,^  or  Four- 

q  Folkes,. page.  104.    But  see  November  14th>  1662^. when 
.  the  KiD^  conunanded  him  to  make  puncheons  for  the  Coin»  of 
Scotland. 
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fienny  Pieoes,  or  qq^it,  to  (be  uttered  as  current,  or 
lawifol.  Money  wk^hin  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  ;  to- 
l^ether  with  tkfe  Offioes  of  Master  and  Woiiker, 
Wmnlen,  Comptroller, -and  Assay  Master  €tf  Aesaid 
Mint,  and  all  other  inferior  Officers,  which  hk  Msi- 
jesty's  Lieutenant,  Eleputy,  fostices,  and  o^her  t^ 
cfcief  Goflremor  or  Governors  of  the  Kingdom  for  the 
time  being,  should  judge  necessary  or  requisHe  to 
be  employed  in  that  service.     With  authority  to 
the  said  Lieutenant,  &c.  to  appoint  such  Ofteers 
with  reasonable  salaries.    The  patentees  to  have  li- 
cense feritbe  <term  of  twenty-^one  years,  to  coin  such 
-quantity  c/f  smarll  iSilver  Mon^  as  could  be  conveni- 
ently uttered  by  them  amongst  his  Majesty^s  sub- 
jects.    And  i  n  order  to  disti  nguish  those  Coins  from 
otliers  already  made,  it  was  commanded  that  ^^ 
Halfpetiny  piece  should  have  on  one  side  a  crown, 
and  on  the  other  an  harp ;   the  Penny  on  one  side 
bis  Majesty's  eagles,  or  his  successors,  with  figures 
to  distinguish  and  denominate  the  same,  and  the 
Harp  crowffed  on  the  other  ;  the  Twopenny  piece 
as  Ihe  Penny,  except  the  figures  to  distinguish  the 
same ;  the  Threepenny  piece  as  the  Twopenny,  ex- 
cepting the  figures,  with  the  addition  of  the  King^s 
titie  on  one  side,  and  the  following  motto,  round  the 
harp,  OBLBCTAT  XT  ROSPARAT,  On  the  other ;    the 
Gfoat  as  the  Threepenny  piece,  except  the  figures 
to  denominate  value,  or  such  other  stamps,  impres- 
sions, mottoes,  and  inscriptions,  as  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant, &c.  for  the  lime  being,  ^ould  dire(Jt,  together 
'witb  a  privy  inark,  to-be  set  upon  every  year  at  coin- 
ing or  stamping  the  same,  to  be  devised  and  altered 
as  should  be  thought  meet,  by  the  Officers  of  the 
said  Mint,  for  the  better  discovery  of  the  counter- 
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•feftklg  of  anjr  such  small  Silyer  Monies.  The  sMie 
to  be  made  in  the  said  Mint  House,  with  engines 
and  instruments^  by  sworn  Officers  and  WorkfioeB, 
of  such  Silver  only  as  should  be  imported,  or 
l>F0Oght  into  the  Kingdom,  in  Bullion,  or  in  any 
foreign  specie,  and  to  be  of  the  standard  of  England, 
vh.  eleven  ounces  two  pennyweights  fine,  and  to  be 
pixed,  assayed,  and  approved  by  the  proper  Officers 
of  the  said  Mint,  in  such  manner  as  was  usual  in  the 
Minft  in  the  Tower  of  London. 

^Of  every  pound  weight,  being  twelve  ounces  troy, 
of  standard  Silver,  was  to  be  coined,  one  ounce  of 
Halfpennies,  two  ounces,  of  Pennies,  and  the  same 
of  Twopenny  pieces,  three  ounces  of  Threepenny 
pieces,  and  four  ounces  of  Groats.  Evei»y  pound 
weight  to  be  in  tale  three  Pounds  ten  Shillings  of 
coined  Money ;  with  the  Remedy  of  six  penny* 
weights,  under  or  over,  in  every  pound  weight,  for 
the  shearing  and  sizing  of  the  same  ;  and  for  the 
fineness  the  Remedy  of  two  pennyweights. 

The  Monies  so  made  were  to  be  current  in  any 
payments,  but  no  person  was  to  be  obliged  (unless 
he  were  willing  thereunto)  to  receive  above  two 
Shillings  of  it  in  every  twenty  Shillings,  and  so 
after  the  same  proportion 'for  greater  or  lesser  sums. 
All  persons,  except  the  patentees,  their  executors, 
administrators,  or  assigns,  were  fol'bidden  to  make 
-such  Monies,  or  to  make  or  use  the  engines  by 
which  they  might  be  made,  or  to  use  any  other 
small  Silver  Money  (excepting  such  as  upon  the 
30th  6f  January,  1648,  was  current,  and  had  since 
been  used  in  payments  within  the  icingdom  of  Ire^ 
land,  and  th^  small  Silver  Money  which  then  was, 
or  h^ereafter  should  ,l?ft  current  in  the  kingtium  of 
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England),  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  such  Money,  &e^ 
and  of  such  further  punishment  as  by  the  Laws  of 
Ireland,  and  by  his  Majesty's:  prerogative  royal, 
mic^ht  be  inflicted. 

Ajuthority  was.  given  to  the  patentees  to  make 
/search  (taking  a  const^^ble  or  other  officer  with 
them)  in  any  ship,  house,  &c.  for  all  prohibited  or 
/Counterfeit  small  Silver  Monies,  engines,  &c.  and  to 
seize  the  same.     For  these  privileges  they  were  to 
pay  to  the  King  twelve  Pence  out  of  every  pound 
.weight  troy  of  such  Monies,  so  coined ;  and,  to  de- 
fray all  expanses  attending  the  coinage  of  the  sanie^ 
.  exce{Hing  ;the  ,allowanj3es  to  the  Master  and  Worker, 
'  W^rdep,  Comptrpller,  Assay  Maater,  and  other  chief 
Officers,  which  were  to  be  paid  by  the  King. 

And  the  Patent  fiirther  appointed  the  said  pa- 
tentees, their  heirs,  &c.  to  be  Masters  and  Workers 
of  the  «aid^  Mipt^  for  the  term  of  twenty-one  years 
above^nientiqned,  with  all  the  profits  of  making, 
issuing^  or  exchanjgjng,  such  small  Silver  Monies- 
And  upon  the  Monies  being  found,  by  the  Trial  of 
the  Pix/  agreeable  to  the  rules  prescribed  in  the 
Letters  Patent,  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  &c.  w6re  com- 
manded  to  pass  to  the  patentees,  &c.  releases  or 
pardons,  and  to  cause  proclamations  to  be  made,  in 
his  Majesty's  name,  for  the  better  execution  of  the 
several  things  contained  in  the  said  Letters  Patent, 
and  especially  for  declaring,  authorizing,  and  causing 
the  said  Monies  to  pass  current  within  the  kingdont 
of  Ireland  ^  *  . 

As  none  of  these  Coins  has  ever  been  discovered, 
it  is  probable  that  the  pateqtees  found  the  coinage* 

«■  Simon>  Appehdix^  No  LVII. 
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upon  such  terms  not  tojbe  advantageous,  and  conse- 
quently dropped  the  undertaking  *. 

The  Statute  of  the  gth  of  Edward  III.  which 
prohibited  the  meltitig  of  sterling  Halfpence  or  Far- 
things, and  that  of  the  17th  of  Richard  II.  which 
further  prohibited  the  melting  of  Groati  and  Half- 
Groats,  were:  at  this  time  frequently  eluded  by  divers 
persons,  as  well  Goldsniiths  as  othert^,  who  made  it 
a  practice  to  melt  those  Silver  Coins  of  the  realm 
which  were,  above  the  value  of  Groats,  the  largest 
Coins  mentioned  in  those  Statutes.  It  was  therefore 
enacted,  by  the  Parliament  which  met  on  the  eighth 
of  May,  that  no  person  whafsoever  should,  after  the 
twentieth  of  December,  melt,  or  cause  to  be  melted, 
any  of  the  current  SilVet  Money  of  the  realm,  upon 
pain.not  only  of  fojrfeiture  of  the  same,  but  also  of 
double  the  value  of  any  siich  Coin  so  melted. 

And  if  the  oiflfender  were  a  freeinail  of  any  City  or 
Corporation,  then .  he  should,  upon  legal  conviction 
of  such  oflehce,  1^  forthwith  disfranchised,  and 
made  incapable  of  .e}i;^rjcising  the  trade  of  a  Gold- 
smith, or  any  other  mystery,  by  virtuie  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  City  or  Corporation  of  which  he  was  a 
member..  But  if  he  were  hot  a  freeman,  he  should, 
upon  conviction;  suffer  six'  months  imprisonment, 
without  bail  or  mainprize^ 

From  a  passage  in  the  Life  of  ;the  Lord  Keeper 
Guilford  it  should :  seem ;  that  the ;  Officers  of  the 
Mint  themselves  were  suspected  of  this  practice. 

•  ...  ^  •  .  « 

s  Stmop^  £s8ay^>  page  53.  It  appears  from  a  Minute  of  the 
Privy  Council  dated  Nov.  14,  1662,  that  Sir  Thomas  Vyner 
was  ordered  to  bring  in  his  patent,  to  the  end  that  it  might  be 
surrendered  and  cancelled.  [Communicated  by  Wm.  Bray,  Esq.} 

t  Sutute  13  and  14  C.  11.  chap.  31. 
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The  author  there  speaks  of  a  person  who  vtm  hanged 
for  coining  ^^  upon  the  testimony  of  persons  worse 
than  himself,  and,  considering  the  Officers  of  the 
Mint,  and  the  trade  some  of  them -drove  at  that 
time,  as  like  to  be  false  as  true/'*^  In  the  time 
of  the  Commonwealth,  some  of  the  Officers  and 
Workmen  of  the  Mint  confessed  themselves  to  have 
been  guilty  of  this  crime,  before  the  Committee  ibr 
the  Mint  ^, 

Oh  the  first  of  August  in  this  year  the  Privy 
Council  ordered  Sir  William  Parkhurst,  Warden  of 
the  Mint,  to  require  all  persons  to  deliver  up  into 
his  custody  all  original  p^nchions,  stamps,  dyes,  or 
any  irons  for  coining,  formerly  made  by  one  Nicho- 
las Briot,  his  late  Majesty's  Engraver,  or  any  other 
Engravers,  some  whereof,  their  Lordships  were  in- 
formed, were  then  in  the  possession  and  custody 
of  Monsieur  D'Avaux,  Monsieur  Le  Roy,  and'  Mr. 
Ramage.  And  in  case  of  refusal,  the  persons  re- 
cusing to  give  an  account  to  the  Board  of  the  reasons 
of  such  refusal.  And  Sir  W.  Piarkhurst  was  like- 
wise particularly  to  examine  the  person  who  offered 
to  sale  some  of  his  late  Majesty's  punchions,  which 
were  on  that  day  exhibited  to  the  Board*. 

By  an  error  in  drawing-up  the  Proclamation 
which  was  published  at  Dublin  on  th6  29th  of 
January  lfi6o-l,  the  Mexico  Plate  Pieces,  com- 
monlv  known  by  the  name  of  Pillar  Pieces,  were 
not  expressly  described.  In  consequei^ce  of  that 
omission,  they  were  frequently  refused  to  be  accepted 

«  North's  Life  of  Lord  Keeper  GuUford,  page  313. 
w  Blondeau's  Uepresentation.    Andwer  of  the  Moniers^  p.  4; 
'  Minutes  of  the  Privy  Council^  communicated  by  William 
Bray^  Esq. 
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in  payiMHts^  although  they  were  of  equal  fineness 
mth,  and  of  greater  weight  than^  the  rest  of  the 
Mexico  or  Seville  Pieces.  A  Proclamation  was 
therefore  issued^  upon  the  19th  of  September,  by 
which  it  was  declared,  that  the  said  pieces,  together 
with  the  half,  quarter,  apd  half-quarter  pieces  there- 
of, were  included  within  the  intent  of  the  late  Pro- 
clamation, and  were  thereby  made  current,  at  sere*- 
ral  rates,  answerable  and  proportionable  to  any  other 
of  the  said  Mexico  or  Seville  Pieces,  Rix  Dollars, 
or  Cross  Dollars/^  mentioned  in  tliie  said  Proclama^ 
tioo,  .according  to  the.  respective  quantities  thereof; 
but,  for  more  full  satisfaction,  they  were  i^gain  de*- 
clared  to  be  current  as  above.  No  person,  however^ 
was  to  be  enforced  to  receive  the  saipe,  Mnless  the 
whole  piece  weighed  seventeen  pennyweights  tPoy> 
and  the  lesser  pieces  in  proportion  ^. 
•  Every  thing  was.  now  prepared  for  the  nevv  me- 
thod of  coining  by  the  mill,  and  a  Warrant  was  is- 
mied  for  that  purpose  to  th^  Officers  of  the  Mint,  on 
the  5th  of  November,  but  no  Coinage  took  place 
until  the.  month  of  February  following  %  as  will  jbe 
noticed  in  the  proper  plaee. 

On  the  14th  of  the  same  month  of  November  bis 
Majesty  commanded  Thomas  Simon  immediately  to 
fiet  about  the  making  of  puncheons,  with  his  Ma^ 
jesty's  eiiigies  thereon,  and  his  royal  arms,  for  the 
following  species  of  Coins  according  to  tl)e  draughty 
expressed  in  the  Warrant,  for  the  use  of  his  Mint 
of  Scotland ;  viz.  for  Gold  the  twenty  Mark  piece ; 

y  i.  e.  at  4f .  9d.  with  the  allowance  of  three  Pence  for  every 
pennyweight  deficieirt.  [See  Proclamation,  January  29, 1660-1 .] 
«  Simon,  Appendix,  No  LVIII, 
•  Folkes>  page  107» 
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[for  Silver]  the  four  Mark  piece,  the  fire  Mark 
piece,  the  Mark  piece,  the  half  Mark  piece,  and  the 
forty  Penny  piece,  and  when  finished  to  deliver  them 
to  Charles  Maitland,  General  of  the  said  Mint  K 

1664-2.  The  puncheons  for  the  Silver  Coins 
were  delivered  accordingly,  as  appears  from  MaJt- 
land's  receipt,  which  is  dated  January  the  20th,  at 
■which  time  he  had  not  received  any  for  the  Gold 

Money*. 

It  is  probable  that  the  latter  never  were  made,  as 
no  Gold  was  coined  for  Scotland  during  this  reign  «i. 
Notwithstanding  the  delivery  of  the  pancbeons  at 
that  time,  it  seems  that  no  Silver  Coins- were  struck 
until  1664,  at  least  none  have  beeft  di^covfered  of  an 
earlier  date  in  this  reign  «. 

On  the  19th  of  January  another  Warrant  was  is- 
sued, to  the  Officers  of  the  Mint  in  the  Tower  of 
London,  respecting  the  new  mode  of  Coinage ;  but 
it  appears,  from  the  books  of  that  Office,  that  they 
did  not  begin  to  coin  the  new  Money  until  the  6th 
of  February,  and  that  it  was  made  current  by  Pro- 
dairiation  on  the  27th  of  March  following  ^ 

1663.     Another  Warrant  is  dated  by  Lowndes  on 

the,  8th  of  Aprils.  j     , 

The  twenty  Shilling  pieces  which  were  coined  at 

that  time  obtained  the  name  of  Guineas, ,  from  the 
Gold  of  which  they  were  made,  and  which  was 
brought  from  Guinea  by  the  African  Company.    As 

•  b  Vertue's  Works  of  Simon,  Appendix,  page  71*.  The  word* 
in  brackets  are  omitted,  and  make  it  appear  as  if  the  warrant 
were  for  GoliCoins  only ;  I  have  therefore  added  them. 

c  Vertue,  p.  72*.  *  Cardonad,  Numismata  Scotue,  p.  32 , 

.  Id,  P,^3,  and,Folk<^,  p.  149^ .,    :,      *  Fo>>^««'  P'  ^^' 
g  Lowndes,  page  95. 
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an  Encouragement  to  bring  over  Gold  to  be  coined, 
tbey  were  perniitted,  by  their  charter,  to  have  their 
stamp  of  am  elephant  ,upon  the  Coins  made  of  Afri- 
can Gold  ^. 

In  this  year  Simon  produced  his  so  deservedly 
famous  Petition  Crown '. 

The  decided  superiority  of  its  workmanship  over 
that  which  was  struck  in  competition  by  Roetier 
(though  that  was  a  Coin  of  eminent  beauty)  seems 
not  to  have  availed  him  any  thing ;  for  he  was  never 
restored  to  his  place  in  the  Mint. 

Indeed  Charles  II.  to  whose  eye  he  submitted  the 
justice  of  his  claim  to  pre-eminence,  never  possessed 
that  taste  in  the  arts  by  which  his  father  was  so 
highly  distinguished ;  or  if  he  ever  did  possess  it, 
his  indulgence  in  licentious  excesses  had  vitiated 
and  nearly  annihilated  it. 

It  was  now  found  expedient  to  modify  the  Sta- 
tutes which  prohibited  the  exportation  of  Bullion. 

The  reasons  which  are  assigned  for  this  measure 
in  the  Act,  are  such  as  might  have  taught  the  Le* 
gislature  to  see  the  absurdity  of  attempting  to  c<m- 
fine  any  kind  of  commodity  within  the  Kingdom 
by  pains  and  penalties;  but  it  should  seem  that  the 
last  thing  which  all  statesmen  are  willing  to  resign, 
is  their  weak,  and  frequently  pernicious,  inter- 
ference with  commerce. 

The  words  of  the  Statute  are  these:  *'  Forasmuch 
as  several  considerable  and  advantageous  trades  can- 

^  Leake,  page  366.  The  Unites  of  the  Commonwealth, 
Charles  I.  and  James  I.  now  fteeived  the  name  of  Broad,  or 
Broad  Piece.    Snellitig*s  Gold  Cdm,  p.  ^8,  i^ote  (k.) 

i  See  Silver  Coins,  Hate  XXXIV.  No  7,  and  the  description 
of  the  Plates. 
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not  be  conveniently  driven  and  carried  on  withont> 
the  species  of  Money  or  Bullion,  and  that  it  is  found 
by  experience  J  that  they  are  carried  in  greatest 
abundance  (as  to  a  common  market)  to  such  places 
as  give  free  liberty  for  exporting  the  same;  and 
the  better  to  keep  in  and  increase  the  current  Coin 
of  this  Kingdom,  be  it  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby 
enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  August 
1663,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  any 
person,  or  persons,  whatsoever,  to  export  out  of 
any  Port  of  England  and  Wales,  in  which  there  is- 
a  Customer  or  Collector^  or  out  of  the  Town  of 
Berwick,  all  sorts  of  foreign  Coin  or  Bullion  of 
Gold  or  Silver,  first  making  entry  thereof  in  such 
Custom  House  respectively,  without  paying  .any 
duty,  custom,  poundage,  or  fee  for  the  same ;  any 
law,  statute,  or  usage  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing." j 

In  order  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  Money 
froih  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland,  it  was  enacted  by 
the  PaHiameot  which  was  holdeii  at  Edinburgh  on 
the  18th  of  June  I663,  that  no  person  or  persoqs 
should  trade  or  use  merchandize  with  any  other 
nation  till  they  had  first  taken  an  oath,  that  they 
would  not  export  by  themselves  or  others,  directly 
or  mdirectly,  by  sea  or  land,  any  Gold  or  Silver 
coined  or  uncoined,  except  such  a  sum  as  they 
sliould  declare  upon  oath  to  be  necessary  for  making 
their  voyage.  And  that  every  Skipper,  before  he 
should  make  any  voyage,  should  take  an  oath  that 
lie  would  pot  himself  transport,  nor  suffer  to  be 

j  Act  for  the  encouragement!  of  trade.     Statirte  15  G.  IL  chap. 
7.  §  12. 
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tranqportedj  in  his  ship,  any  such  Gold  or  Silver  as 
aforesaid,  (except  as  above,  and  except  the  sum  of 
threescore  Pounds  at  most,  which  every  passenger, 
was  allowed  to  carry  forth  of  the  country  for  his 
necessary  spending)  on  pain  of  fine  and  imprison- 
ment K 

It  a|^ars  from  Mr.  Evelyn's  Diary  that  a  Com- 
mittee had  been  appointed,  and,  on  the  20th  of 
August  in  this  year,  was  actually  sitting,  to  consi- 
der about  the  regulation  of  the  Mint  Mr.  Evelyn 
was  one  of  the  Commissioners  ^  I  have  not  met 
with  any  notice  of  this  Commission  elsewhere. 

According  to  Lowndes  another  warrant,  respect- 
ing the  use  of  the  mill,  was  dated  on  the  24th  of 
December"^. 

1664.  In  this  year  were  coined  in  Scotland,  by 
the  mill  and  press,  pieces  of  Silver  of  four  Marks, 
two  Marks,  one  Mark,  and  half  a  Mark  Scotish.  If 
these  Coins  were  nearly  of  the  England  standard  and 
supposed  the  equality  of  five  Shillings  sterling  to 
sixty  Shillings  Scotish,  [which  was  nearly  the  pro- 
portion at  the  time  of  the  Union  under  James  I.J 
then  the  standard  weight  of  the  four  Mark  piece 
mtist  have  been  very  nearly  that  of  41 3  troy  grains ; 
of  which  weight  some  of  them^  in  tolerable  preser- 
vation, want  only  about  three  grains  ^. 

16^5.  In  the  next  year  a  Coinage  of  Copper 
Farthings  and  Halfpence  was  projected,  and  some 
patterns  were  struck  off. 

k  Scottish  Acts.  T^ird  Session  of  the  first  Parliament  of 
Charier  I.  ,chap.  11.  ''Act  against  exportation  of  Money  forth 
off  the  Kingdom." 

1  Memoirs,  vol.  I.  p.  346.    See  also  pp.  348  and  367. 

m  Jjowndes,  page  95.  n  Folkes^  page  149. 
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They  had  on  the  Obverse  the  King  shiist  laureate 
with  CAROLUS  A  CAROLO ;  and  on  the  Reverse,  Bntan* 
nia,  with  auATUoa  maria  vindico  **•  In  the  Exergue 
BRITANNIA.  The  Farthings  had  the  date  1 665,  under 
the  King's  bust ;  the  Halfpence  were  without  date  p. 

It  does  not  appear  that  these  were  ever  made  cur«r 
rent;  though  Leake  says  that  they  were  called  in 
[which  implies  precedent  currency]    to  please  qr  , 
neighbouring  monarch  *i. 

1666.'  In  his  18th  year  was  passed  an  Act  fov 
th6  encouraging  of  Coinage^  to  continue  from  IW 
cember  the  20th,  1666,  to  December  the  20th, 
1671,  and  to  the  end  of  the  'first  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment then  next  following,  and  no  longer. 

By  this  Statute  the  whole  expense  of  Coinage  was 
to  be  defrayed  by  the  State,  and  the  full  weight  of 
stondard  Gold  or  Silver  brought  into  the  Mint,  was 
lo  be  returned  to  the  bringer-in  of  current  Coins 
without  any  deduction  whatsoever. 

,  •  y  . 

o  A  Letter  from  Mr.  Hpllis  to  the  Printer  of  the  London 
Chronicle  in  1764>  mentions  a  curious  inscription  upon  a  can- 
vnon  (which  was  cast  in  1638)  to  assert  the  empire  of  the  sea, 

CAROLUS  EDGARI  SCEPTRVM  9TABILIVIT    AQUARUM.       [MemOlTS, 

pv^9'3  That  the  policy  lOf  Charles  I.  woulcT  have  led  him  to 
^sert  his  right  to  that  empire  by  means  more  e£fectual,  bad  be 
not  been  prevented  by  the  turbulency  of  the  times>  appears  from 
some  of  his  meda]s>  where  the  claim  was  more  publickly  made 
Chan  it  could  be  upon  an  obscure  piece  of  ordnance.  [See  Me- 
dallic  History  of  England,  Plate  XVII.  Nos  4,  5,  and  7. 
,.p  See  Supplement,  Part  II.  These  Coins  are  sometimes  called 
Lord  Lucas's  Farthings,  on  account  of  a  passage  in  his  Speech 
which  he  delivered  in  the  House  of  Peers  on  the  22d  of  Febru- 
<ity/ 1670-1.  His  severe  sarcasm  upon"  the  legend  on  thfe  Re- 
verse probably  occasioned  it  to  be  changed  when  Halfpence  and 
l^^arthinge  olf  the  same  type' as  these  pattern  pieces,  were  ma^e 
current  in  167^/'  See  under  that  year.         n  Leake,  page  3^1. 
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It  was,  doubtless,  expected  that  the  proTisions  of 
this  Act  would  secure  to  the  Mint  a  constant  supply 
of  Bullion,  but  experience  has  shewn  that  they  have 
produced  an  effect  directly  contrary  to  the  intention 
of  the  framers  of  the  Bill. 

As  this  Statute  is  stilt  in  force,  and  as  its  in- 
fluence has  been  most  iatal  to  the  interests  of  the 
Mint,  I  shall  give  the  principal  provisions  at  length. 

It  begins  with  the  following  statement :  Whereas 
it  is  obvious,  that  the  plenty  of  Gold  an(|l  Silver  of  '^  -'^^^'^ 
this.  Kingdom  is  of  great  advantage  to  trade  and^^^*^  '^- 
commerce,  for  the  increase  whereof  your  Majesty'^*^^  7  ^'^^^ 
in  your  princely  wisdom  and  care  hath  be^n  gfa-^'»^"^  ^ 
ciously  pleased  \6  bear  out  of  your  revenue  half  tht-^^*'^'"'-*^*^ 
charge  of  the  coinage  of  Silver  Money':  for  tbef/-''^--^  '^ 
preventing  of  which  charge  to  your  Majesty,  and/^/S^  ^i/^^ 
the  encouragement  of  the  bringing  Gold  and  Silver  ^^C*/  ^Sn... 
into  the  Realm,  to  be  converted  into  the  curren'ft^^^  ^  ^  ^ 
Money  of  this  your  Majesty's  Kingdom,  we  yoW-^^  A^^^^^ 
Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  do  give  and  ^  ^*«^^  ^ 
grant  untd  your  Majesty  the  rates^  duties,  or  impo*'  ^  C^  y- 
sitions  following,  and  do  beseech  your  Majesty  that^  J^^^u^ 
it  may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted^  &c. 

The  provisions  are  these :  That  all  persons  wbo 
should  bring  Bullion,  &c.  to  the  Mint,  after  the 
j20th  day  of  December,  1666,  to  be  there  isnelted 
down  and  coined,  should  have  the  same  there 
assayed,  melted  dov^n,  and  coined  with  all  conv^-^ 
nient  speed,  without  any  defalcation,  diminution; 
or  charge  for  the  assaying,  coinage,  or  waste  in 
coinage,  and  should  receive  in  return,  an  equiv^ 

r  I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  when^  or  in  what  manii€|^ 
'  his  Majesty  took  upon  himself  to  pay  one  half  of  the  expense 
ofthe  coinage  of  Silver. 
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weight  of  the  current  Coins  of  the  Ringdom  for 
Bsllion^  '&c.  of  the  fineness  of  standard,  or  Crown 
Giold^  or  of  the  fineness  of  sterUng  Silver^  or  in 
proportion  for  Bullion  of  greater  or  less  fineness. 

That  there  should  be  no  undue  preference  in 
point  of  assaying  or  coinage,  but  that  all  Gold  and 
Silyer  brought  in  and  delivered  into  the  Mint^ 
should  be  assayed,  coined,  and  delivered  out  to  th^ 
respective  importers,  according  to  the  order  and 
time  in  which  they  were  brought  in.  ^ 

That  the  Master  Worker  of  the  Mint  should  give 
to  the  bringers  in  of  Bullion,  &c.  to  the  Mint,  a 
note  of  tlie  weight,  fineness,  and  value  thereof^ 
together  with  the  day  of  its  delivery  at  the  Mint. 

That  no  confiscation,  forfeiture,  seizure,  attach-, 
ment,  stop,  or  restraint,  whatsoever,  should  be 
made  in  the  said  Mint  or  Mints,  of  any  Gold  or 
Silver  brought  in  to  be  coined,  for  or  by  reason  of 
any  embargo,  breach  of  the  peace,  letters  of  mart 
or  reprisal,  or  war  with  any  foreign  nation,  or  upon 
any  other  account  or  pretence  whatsoever  ;  but  that 
ihey  should  truly  and  with  all  convenient  speed  be 
coined  and  delivered  out,  according  to  the  directions 
^  the  Act. 

Tl^at  in  order  to  defray  the  expenses  of  coinage 
ta  imposition  should  be  set  upon  wines,  vinegar, 
eyder,  or  beer  imported. 

That  the  Money  leviable  by  the  Act  should  not 
he  applied  to  any  use  whatsoever,  except  the  defray- 
log  the  expenses  of  the  Mint  or  Mints. 

That  of  the  said  Money  no  more  should  be  issued 
in  ahy  one  year  for  the  fees  and  salaries  of  the  Of- 
ficers of  the  Mint,  and  for  repairs  of  building,  and 
for  necessaries  for  assaying,  &c.  than  three  thoui^md 
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Pounds,  and  that  the  overplus  should  be  employed 
towards  the  expense  of  assaying,  &€•  and  the  buying ' 
in  of <j!old  and  Silver  to  coin,  and  not  otherwise. 

That  Dame  Barbara  Villiers,  widow,  should  re- 
ceive, out  of  the  Money  leviable  by  the  Act,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  six  hundred  Pounds  in  any  one  year, 
in  lieu  of  a  grant  by  letters  patent,  dated  August  the 
SOth,  1660,  of  the  sum  of  two  Pence  by  tale  out  of 
every  pound  weight  troy  of  Silver  Moneyfrom  thence- 
forth to  becoined,  during  the  term  of  twenty-one  yearap, 

1667.  About  this  time  there  was  a  great  scar- 
city of  Money,  and  Dollars  and  Pieces  of  Eight 
were  bought  up  by  the  goldsniiths  and  bankers,  who 
usurped  the  office  of  the  Ring's  Exchangers,  for  fow 
Shillings  and  three  Pence  a-piece,  and,  instead  of 
being  brought  into  the  Mint  as  the  framers  of  the 

s  Statute  16  C.  II.  chap.  5.  *'  Sir  Dudley  North  was  infi- 
nitely scandalised  at  the  folly  of  this  law,  which  made  Bullion 
and  coined  Money  par }  so  that  any  man  might  gain  by  melt- 
ing \  as  when  the  price,  of  BuHion  riseth^  a  Crown  shall  mdt 
into  five  Shillings  and  six  Pence;  but,  on  the  other  side,  no« 
thing  oould  ever  be  lost  by  coining ;  for  upon  a  glut  of  Bul)ion» 
he  might  get  that  way  too^  and,  upon  a  scarcity,  melt  again : 
and  no  kind  of  advantage,  by  encrease  of  Money,  as  was  pre- 
tended, like  to  come  out.  The  reasons  why  the  scheme  pre- 
vailed^ were  first,  that  the  Crown  got  by  the  Coinage  Duty, 
next,  that  the  Goldsmiths^  who  gained  by  the  melting  trade» 
were  advancers  to  the  Treasury,  and  favourites.  The  Country 
Gentlemen  are  commonly  full  of  one  profound  mistake,  which 
is,  that  if  a  great  deal  of  Money  be  made,  they  must^  of  course^ 
have  a  share  of  itj  such  being  the  supposed  consequence  of 
what  they  call  plenty  of  Money.  So  little  do  assemblies  of  men 
follow  the  truth  of  things  in  their  deliberations ;  but  shallow, 
uhthought  prejudices  carry  them  away  by  shoals.  In  short,  the 
'  Bill  passed,  and  the  ^ects  of  it  have  been  enough  seen  and 
felt ;  however,  the  evil  hath  been  since  in  some  sort,  but  not 
wholly,  remedied:'*     [Life  of  Sir  Dttffley  Ndrth,  J»ge  If^] 


316  ANNAL8   or  THK   COINAGE. 

Goiqage  Act  expected  fhey  wonM  be,  wer^  ^etft 
away,  as  fast  as  they  came,  to  France,  for  four  Shii- 
Hngs  and  ten  Pence,  and  to  Ireland  and  Scotland  for 
five  Shillings,  which  made  the  Mint  stand  still, 
whilst  Ireland  and  Scotland  were  full  of  Dbllars^ 
&c.  and  England  had  none,  or  very  few  of  theift,  or 
but  little  of  other  Money,  and  was  ready  to  starve 
or  perish  for  want  of  them.  These  are  the  words  of 
Fabian  Philipps,  who  proposed  to  coin  Money  of 
base  metal,  to  be  truly  satisfied,  when  it  had  run  its 
course,  in  good  current  Money,  raised  by  a  tax  for 
that  purpose  *. 

Fortunately,  however,  the  Government  had  the 
virtue,  or  the  good  sense,  to  withstand  this  proposal, 
so  enticing  to  a  needy  State,  and  proceeded  no  fur- 
ther  in  the  debasement  of  the  Coins  than  to  a  small 
reduction  ip  the  standard  of  the  Gold,  which  took 
place  in  the  year  1670. 

1669.  Propositions  for  a  general  Farthing  by 
Prince  Rupert  and  Lord  Henry  Howard,  and  others 
also  by  Elias  Palmer,  were  taken  into  consideration 
in  the  Treasury  Chamber,  and  on  account  of  their 
importance,  submitted  to  his  Majesty,  on  the  gth  of 
August,  The  tenor  of  these  propositions  is  no,t 
l^nown  '*. 

1670.  By  the  terms  of  an  Indenture  now  made. 
Crown  Gold,  of  twenty-two  carats  fine,  and  two  carats 
allay,  was  to  be  coined  into  forty-four  Poupds  ten 

'  Ao  expedient  to  pay  the  Forces  without  Money.  By  Fabian 
Philip{>s.  Archseologiaj  vol.  XIU.  p.  191.  He  says  that  tli^e 
Money  was  melted  down  by  the  unlawful  tricks^  and  then  intro- 
duced trade  of  Goldsmiths,  in  order  to  jnake  Pl^te  to  fijirnish 
every  ^alehouse,  or  the  inferior  ranks  of  people. 

■  Snelling*s  Copper  Coinage^t  p.  3^* 


SmiUngs  by  tale ;  viz.  into  Pieces  to  ran  for  ten 
Shilling^)  twenty  Shillings,  forty  Shillings,  or  five 
Founds  a*piece  ;  >  and  a  pound  of  Silver,  of  the.  old 
standard,  into  three  Pounds  two  Shillings  by  tale,  viz* 
into  Crowns,  Half  Crowns,  Shillings,  Half-Shillings, 
Groats,  Half-Sixpences,  Half-Groats,  and  Pence  ^. 

In  the  preceding  year,  the  Scotish  Parliament 
made  some  alterations  in  the  Act  concerning  the 
Bullion.  By  which  all  native  commodities  were 
exempted .  from  that  payment ;  twelve  Shillings 
Scots,  for  each  ounce,  might  be  paid  by  the  im- 
porters of  certain  articles  specified  in  the  Act,  or  if 
Bullion  were  actually  delivered,  the  importer  way  to 
receive  for  every  ounce  of  twelve  Deniers  fine  three 
Pounds  ten  Pennies  Scots  of  his  Majesty's  Coin. 
And  as  by  this  Act  the  importers  were  left  to  their 
choice  to  pay  Bullion  or  Money  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
Shillings  the  ounce,  and  thereby  the  General  and 
Master  of  the  Mint  were  obliged  to  import  their 
stock  of  Bullion  themselves,  the  Act  ordained  thi^ 
they  should  be  obliged  to  coin  the  Bullion  so  im- 
ported by  them,  and  to  make  the  same  pass  his  Ma7 
jesty's  Irons  ^. 

1670-1.  The  scarcity  of  Money  at  this  tim^ 
formed  one  of  the  topicks  df  Lord  Lucas's  severe 
speech  against  the  Government,  in  the  House  of 
Lords,  on  the  22d  of  February,  on  the  second  readr 
ing  of  the  Subsidy  Bill  (for  granting  one  twentieth 
of  all  estates),  in  the  presence  of  his  Majesty. 

His  Lordship  began  by  stating  the  disuppoint*^ 
ment  of  all  those  hopes  under  the  impression  of 

V  Lowndes^  page  55.  ^ 

w  Scottish  ActB,  secoad  FarlianaeHt  of  Charles  II.  chaj^.  8* 
Act  concerniog  the  BuUion. 
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which  hit  Majesty  had  been  recalled  to  the  exercise 
of  the  regal  power ;  that  the  burdens  of  his  sub- 
jects, instead  of  being  lightened^  had  been  increased^ 
whilst  their  strength  to  support  them  was  dimi- 
Bished;  that  in  the  times  of  the  late  usurping 
Powers,  diough  the  taxes  were  great,  yet  there  was 
plenty  of  Money  throughout  the  Nation  to  pay 
them  with.  ^  Now/'  says  he,  "  there  is  nothing  of 
this  :  .brick  is  required  of  us,  and  no  straw  allowed 
to  make  it  with.  For  that  our  lands  are  thrown  up, 
and  com  and  cattle  are  of  little  value,  is  notorious  to 
all  the  world.  And  it  is  evident  that  there  is  scarcity 
of  Money;  for  all  the  Parliament  Money  called 
Breeches  (a  fit  stamp  for  the  Coin  of  the  Rump) 
has  wholly  vanished  ;  the  King's  Prodatpation,  ai^d 
the  Dutcb^  have  swept  it  all  away,  and  of  his  now 
Majesty's  Coin  there  appears  but  very  little;  so 
that,  in  efiect,  we  have  none  left  for  common  use, 
but  a  little  lean-coined  Money,  of  the  late  three 
former  Princes :  and  what  supply  is  preparing  for  it, 
•my  Lords  ?  I  hear  of  none,  unless  it  be  of  Copper 
Farthings  ;  and  this  is  the  metal  that  is  to  vindicaiey 
according  to  the  inscription  on  it,  the  Dominion  of 
the  four  Seas''  * 

He  alludes  to  the  legend  of  the  patterns  which 
bear  the  date  1665,  the  motto  of  which  was  much 
too  high-sounding  for  the  meanness  of  the  metaK 

167^.  As  no  Farthings,  nor  Farthing  Tokens,  were 
issued  during  the  Usurpation,  small  change  began 
to  be  so  extremely  scarce,  that  private  persons  were 

*  Speech,  printed  at  Middleburg,  4to.  1673.  1  know  not 
when  it  was  first  published  j  but  it  appears,  from  an  Address  to 
the  Reader  wkich  is  pvefixed  to  this  edition  (printed  after  his 
death),  that  it  was  burnt  by  the  hand  of  the  common  bangqian. 
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under  the  necessity  of  striking  their  own  Tokaas. 
This  practice,  however  necessary  it  might  he,  w«s 
nevertheless  conttary  to  Law,  and  previous  to  the 
^th  of  July  divers  persons  were  taken  into  cMtody 
"for  ounces  of  that  kind,  in  order  to  a  severe  prose- 
cution ;  bat  upon  their  humble  tiubmission,  and  pro- 
mise not  to  ofiend  in  that  manner  in  future,  their 
oifence  was  remitted.     And  to  the  end  that  iioiDe 
*^ight,  through  ignorance,  incur  die  danger  and  pc-jst,  ^«^V», 
nidties  to  which  such  practices  weve  liable^  notice^  /(^  ^ 
was  given  in  the  Gazette,  that  it  was  his  Majestjr'sA^...;^//v^«^ 
pleasure  that  no  person  or  persons  should  for  tbe/U*^^o^  «<<« 
future  make,  coin^  exohamge,  or  use,  any  Farthinjfs^*-*^  •A^-^u-t 
<M*  Tokens^  except  such  as  should  he  coined  in  Im-^^,'^*^- 
Majesty^s  Mint,  his  Majesty  having  given  directions'**^  y^^ui*y* 
for  the  speedy  making  a  considerable  quantity  of '^  "^^"^^  •^ 
Farthings,    -to  be  made  current   for  exchange  of ^  ^ '^^^  * 
Monies,  by  his  Proclamation,  which  was  stated  to 
be  then  preparing  for  that  purpose  y. 

ft  was  issued  upon  the  iGdi  of  August,  and  made 
current,  not  only  the  Farthings  mentioned  in  the 
Advertisement  above,  but  Halfpence  also.  Tfaa^ 
were  in  type  exactly  similar  to  die  patterns  of  1665, 
(the  motto  of  which  was  so  severely  satirized  by  Lord 
Lucas,)  but  with  the  more  modest  inscription  of 
BRITANNIA  only  on  the  Reverse. 

The  reason  for  fnaking  theni  current  was  stated  to 
be,  the  necessity  which  existed  of  superseding  the 
private  Tokens  for  Pence,  Halfpence,  and  Parthii^^ 
by  which  his  Majesty's  subjects  had  been  greatly 
defrauded.     In  ord^  to  prevent  those  abuses,  his    ' 

y  Adveitisementf  London  Gazette,  July  25>  1672.  Frbm  a 
MS  copy  in  Snelling*s  View  of  the  Copper  Coinage,  in  tlte 
Library  e€  tlie  late  0r.  Hunter. 
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Majesty' had  not  only  directed  a  severe  prdaeofltjiDft 
of  the  offenders,  but  had  likewise  commanded  bis 
Officers  of  the  Mint  to  coin  many  thousand  Pounds 
of  sterling  Silver  into  single  Pence  and  Twopences, 
-for  the  smaller  traffick  and  commeroe ;  hoping,  by 
-  both  these  means,  to  have  totally  suppressed  the  un- 
lawful  practices   of  such  offenders.     Since  whicli 
time,  however,  it  had  been  found,  that  the  mischief 
still  increased,  partly  by  the  small  Silver  Money 
being  bought  in  and  hoarded,  up,  so  that  there  might 
be  a  scarcity  thereof  in  common  payments;    but 
chiefly,  by  the  vast  profit  attending  these  Tpkens, 
for  which  the  utterers  of  them  chose  to  mn  any  ha- 
t  ssards  of  Law,  rather  than  qmt  the  hopes  of  their 
private  lucre, 

r  His  Majesty,  therefore,  considered  that  his.  sub- 
jects would  not  have  accepted  those  private  Tokens, 
unless  there  had  been  some  kind  of  necessity  for 
such  small  Coins  to  be  made  for  public  use,  which 
could  not  well  be  done  in  Silver,  nor  safely  in  any 
'Other  metal,  unless  the  intrinsick  value  of  the  Coin 
should  be  equal,  or  near,  to  the  current  value  ;  and 
Jtccordingly  commanded  Halfpence  and  Farthings  to 
be  coined,  which  should  contain  as  much  Copper  in 
weight  as  should  be  of  their  true  intrinsick  value 
respectively,  the  charge3  of  coining  and  uttering 
being  only  deducted.     Those  Coins  to  be  current, 
from  and  after,  the  date  of  the  Proclamation,  in  all 
, payments  under  the  value  of  Sixpence,  and  not 
otherwise. 

And  all  persons  who  should,  after  the  first  day  of 
September,  make,  vend,  or  utter,  any  other  kind  of 
.Peqce,  Halfpence,  Farthing,  or  other  Pieces  of  Brassy-- 
Copper,  or  other  base  metal,  other  than  the  Coins 
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fi^thorized  above^  or  should  oi&r  to  counterfeit,  any 
of  his  M ajedty's  Halfpeuce  or  Farthings^  was  to  be 
idiastised  with  exemplary  severity  *, 

On  the  22d  of  that  month,  notice  was  given,  by 
public  advertisement  in  the  London  Gazette,  that 
his  Majesty's  Farthings  lately  made  current  by  Pro- 
clamation, would  hereafter,  for  some  time,  be 
iiaily  uttered  at  an  Office  appointed  for  that  purpose 
in  Fenqhurch-street,  near  Mincing-lane,  from  nine 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon  until  twelve,  and  from  two  ia 
the  afternoon  till  five.  And  all  persons  were  to  take 
notice,  that  his  Majesty  had  given  strict  orders  to 
the  Officers,  who<wefe  to  deUver  out  the  said  Fafr* 
things,  not  to  receive  any  dipt  or  counterfeit  Money 
in  exchange  for  them,  but  to  return  the  dipt  Mo- 
ney, and  to  cause  all  counterfeit  to  be  struck 
through,  or  cut  in  fneces,  in  the  presence  of  the 
parties  wbo  should  bring  and  offer  the  same^ 

Although  the  Halfpence  were  declared  to  be  cur* 
r^nt,  together  with  the  Farthings,  by  the  Proclama- 
tion, yet  it  appears  that  some  delay  had  taken  place 
iri  the  Coinage  for  them ;  for  notice  was  given  by  ad- 
vertisement, on  the  26th  of  August,  that  the  Far- 
thingroffice  would  not  be  opened  in  that  week  again 
until  Friday ;  and  that  in  future  it  would  constant^ 
4)e  opened  every  Tuesday  and  Friday,  and  that  none 
of  his  Majesty's  Halfpence  had  then  been  delivered 
out,*  nor  vinmld  they  be  ready  until  after  the  follow- 
ii^  Christmas  \ 

The  time  for  delivery  of  the  Farthings  was  still 

.   2  proclamation  in  the  library  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries.. 

a  London  Gazette,  August  22,  1672.    From  Snelling's  MS. 
before  referred  to. 

b  Id.  August  26,  1672.     Ibid. 
VOL.  III.  Y 
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farther  contracted  on  the  23d  of  September^ .  aiuf 
confined  to  Tuesday  only  in  each  week  ®« 

As  the  time  limited  for  the  operation  of  the  Act 
for  the  encouraging  of  Coinage,  would  expire  with 
the  termination  of  the  Session  of  that  Parlia^ 
ment  which  met  in  1671^  and  continued  to  sit  iii 
the  year  1672,  it  was  found  expedient  to  renew  it, 
and  accordingly  a  Statute  was  made  for  that  purpose. 
The  preamble  set.  forth,  that  great  advantage  had 
accrued  to  the  Kingdom  by  the  former  Act,  for  that 
very  great  quantities  of  Gold  .and  Silver  had  been 
brought  into  the  realm,  and  converted  into  the 
Coins  thereof,  by  reason  of  the  encouragement 
;  which  was  given  thereby.  That  unless  that  Act 
were  renewed,  the  encouragement^ which  was  thereki 
given  to  Coinage  would  cease,  and  so  the  Kingdom 
would  be  deprived  for  the  future,  of  so  great  a  good 
as  it  had  for  the  years  last  past  enjoyed.  It  was 
therefore  enacted,  that  the  said  Act  should  continue 
in  force  for  seven  years,  from  and  after  the  determi* 
nation  of  that  Session  of  Parliament,  and  until  the 
end  of  the  first  Session  of  Parliament  then  next  fol- 
lowing, and  no  longer  **. 

About  this  time  small  change  was  become  very 
scarce  in  Ireland,  and  numbers  of  private  persons, 
and  some  towns,  coined  Copper  Tokens  ^. 

1673.  This  scarcity  was  occasioned  chiefly  by  the 
exportation .  of  the  Money,  which  was  carried  to 
such  an  excess  that  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Coun- 
cil issued  a  Proclamation,  upon  the  s8th  of  July,  in 

c  London  Gazette^  September,  1672.    From  Snelling's  MS. 
before  referred  to. 
d  Statute  25  Charles  II.  chap.  8.  «  Simon,  page.  53. 
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thiis  year,  to  enforce  the  Statutes  already  made  for 
testraining  such  practices,  and  to  forbid  the  carry- 
ing any  Money,  or  plate,  &c.  out  of  the  Kingdom, 
by  any  person  whatsoever,  without  license,  except- 
ing so  much  as  should  be  necessary  for  his  reason- 
able expenses,  which  he  shotild  be  bound  to  disco- 
ver whenever  he  should  be  thereunto  warned  by  any 
of  his  Majesty's  Searchers,  under  pain  of  incurring 
the  forfeiture  by  the  said  Statutes  limited  and  ap- 
pointed, the  same  being  the  value  of  the  Money,  &c. 
exported. 

And  the  Searchers  of  his  Majesty's  Ports  were 
•strictly  charged  to  be  careful  and  vigilant  in  the  exe- 
cution of  the  said  Statutes^. 

The  immense  profit  which  arose  from  the  issue  of 
illegal  Tokens,  occasioned  such  an  overflow  of  them 
in  Ireland,  where  they  were  made  in  all  or  most  of 
the  Cities  and  corporate  and  market  Towns,  that 
they  became  an  intolerable  grievance^in  that  King- 
dom, and  all  persons  were  forbidden  by  Proclama- 
tion, dated  October  1 7,  at  their  peril,  to  make  any 
Tokens  whatsoever,  without  his  Majesty's  license  k. 

In  England  also  the  same  practice  still  prevailed ; 
for  some  persons, "(encouraged  no  doubt  by  the  lenity 
which  had  formerly  been  shewn,  did,  notwithstand- 
ing the  Proclamation  which  gave  currency  to  the 
Halfpence  and  Farthings  in  1672,  forbqar  to  call  in 
their  private  Farthings,  and  still  presumed  to  make 
use  of  and  to  utter  the  same,  to  the  defrauding  of 
his  Majesty's  subjects,  and  to  the  hitidering  the 
vending  of  those  Coins  which  his  Majesty  had  pro- 
vided for  necessary  change.     It  was,  in  consequence, 

^  Simon,  Appendix,  No  LIX.  g  Id.  No  LX. 
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declared  by  a  Proclamation  which  was  issued  upon 
the  5th  of  December,  that,  after  the  2d  of  February- 
next  ensuing,  strict  inquiry  should  be  made  for  all 
offenders,  and  that  such  as  were  discovered  should 
be  severely  punished,  as  well  the  makers  as  the 
venders  or  utterers  of  any  Halfpence,  &c.  other  than 
those  authorized  and  allowed  by  Proclamation  ^. 

1673-4.     All  this,  however,  seems  to  have  been 
insufficient,  as  appears  from  the  following  Adver-' 
tisement,  which  bears  date  upon  the  20th  of  that 
'month  :  "  His  Majesty  having  been  informed  that 
divdrs  retailers  and  shopkeepers,  in  several  Cities, 
Towns,    and   Corporations  of  this  Kingdom,    do 
continue  to  utter,    in    exchanges    and    payments. 
Pence,    Halfpence,    and  Farthings,   of  their   own 
making,  in  contempt  of  his  Majesty's  Proclamation, 
and  contrary  to  Law,  to  the  great  injury  and  abuse 
of  his  Majesty's  good  people,    it  was  ordered  by 
his  Majesty  in   Council   that  the  fudges  should 
be  acquainted  therewith,  that  they  might  give  the 
same  in  cbiirge  to  the  Grand  Juries  in  the  several 
Assizes  of  the  respective  Counties,  that  all  offenders 
therein  might  be  severely  prosecuted  and  punished 
according  to  their  demerits ;  and  for  the  better  and 
more  speedy  furnishing  his  Majesty's  people  with 
Cppper  Farthings  and  Halfpence,  his  Majesty  was 
»  further  pleased  to  order  that  there  should  be  a  daily 
♦  delivery  of  them,^  at  the  Farthing  Office  in  Fenchurch 
Street,  London,  to  all  such  as  shall  desire  the  same."  ^ 
1674.    The  circulation  of  private  Tokens,  how- 
ever^ still  continued;  but  it  was  probably  checked 

h  Proclamation  in  the  Royal  LilNtary. 
i  London  Gazette,  February  23,  1673-4.     Snelling'f  MS. 
quoted  above. 
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by  a  Proclamation  which  was  issued  upon  the  15th      ^ 
of  December^  and  enjoined  the  prosecution  of  all 
such  persons  as  should  make  or  utter  any  Farthings^  ^ 
Halfpence,  or  Pieces  of  Brass,  or  other  base  metals,  *^**«^ 
with  private  stamps.     From  that  'time  I  have  met  **"**^'»*^ 
with  no  further  notice  of  the  illegal  Tokens^.  ^  ^  ^^*<^ 

Coins  were  struck  in  Scotland  in  this  year  K 

The  state  of  the  Coinage  in  Ireland  at  last  forced 
itself  upon  the  serious  attention  of  the  Government. 
A  Letter  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  [the  Earl  of 
Essex],  addressed  to  the  Lord  Ranelagh,  repre- 
sented, that  a  plan  to  supply  that  kingdom  with 
lawful  Farthings  had  been  for  some  little  time 
under  consideration ;  but  that,  after  his  Lordship's 
departure  from  Ireland,  another  scheme  had  been 
ofiifered  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  which,  in  his  opi- 
nion, was  more  'reasonable  than  that  upon  which  he 
had  discoursed  with  Lord  Ranelagh,  whilst  he  was 
in  Dublin. 

"^his  second  plan  ^  was  inclosed  in  his  letter,  for 
consideration  by  the  Government  in  England,  and 
was  as  follows : 

That  the  undertakers  should  furnish  the  kingdom 
with  Farthings  of  the  same  weight  and  fineness  with 
those  of  England,  and,  by  the  next  Midsummer, 
should  import  such  a  quantity  of  Copper  blocks,  or 
chips,  as  might  possibly,  with  two  presses,  be  coined 
by  the  Spring  ensuing.  ^ 

The  undertakers  to  be  at  all  charges  whatsoever 

J  London  Gazette^  December  I7>  1674.  Snelling's  MS*  quoted 
above. 

k  See  Silver  Coins^  Plate  XLIL  Nos  1  and  4,  and  ths  Descrip- 
tion of  the  Plates. 

1  The  conditions  of  the  first  plan  are  not  known. 
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respecting  the  Coinage^  and  also  to  run  all  the  ha^ 
zard  of  bringing  over  such  a  quantity  of  Copper ; 
and  to  give  such  impression,  or  stamp,  as  his  Excel- 
lency and  the  Honourable  Board  of  Council  should 
think  fit.  But  whereas  the  Copper  blocks,  when 
brought  from  Sweden,  would  cost  within  three 
Pence  Halfpenny  the  pound  weight  of  what  they 
would  pass  for  when  coined,  which  would  be  but 
little  more  than  sufficient  to  pay  the  charges  of 
Coinage,  which  his  Majesty  had  taken  into  consi- 
deration, and  had  ordered  the  sum  of  fifteen  thou- 
sand Pounds  to  pay  for  Copper  blocks  to  carry  on 
the  said  work  in  England,  the  undertakers  did  not 
insist  on  any  advance  Money,  but,  in  lieu  thereof, 
craved  an  allowance  of  four  hundred  Pounds  a-year 
salary,  for  three  years,  towards  the  charge  and  in- 
terest of  their  disbursements ;  and  that  the  Copper 
to  be  imported,  for  such  his  Majesty's  service,  might 
be  freed  from  the  Duties  of  Custom  and  Excise,  as 
the  same  had  also  been  allowed  in  England"*. 

But,  notwithstanding  the  Lord  Lieutenant's  opi- 
nion of  the  reasonableness  of  this  ofler,  and  his  re- 
presentation (in  a  subsequent  letter  to  Lord  Rane- 
lagh,  dated  on  the  lOth  of  March  following)  of 
what  the  Country  suflfered  under  the  want  of  small 
Money  legally  authorized,  and  his  wishes  that  the 
proposal  might  be  considered,  and  orders  given 
therein^  it  does  not  appear  that  it  was  ever  accepted**. 

In  consequence  of  the  representations  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland  to  his  Majesty, 
respecting  the  foreign  Coins  then  current  in  that; 
kin^om,  they  were  authoi;ized  (by  his  Majesty's. 

VI  Simon^  Appendix  No  LXI.  >  IcL  page  54. 
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Letter,  dated  on  the  31st  of  Aiigust  1672,)  to  make 
such  alterations  *  in  the  current  value  of  them  as 
should  seem  expedient ;  but  were  not  to  issue  their 
Proclamation  for  that  purpose  until  it  had  been  sub- 
mitted to  his  Majesty's  view  and  approbation. 

1674-5.  Accordingly,  the  form  of  a  Proclama- 
tion was  transmitted  to  England,  on  the  20th  of 
February  in  this  year,  whereby  the  Portugal  Crusa- 
does,  weighing  fourteen  pennyweights,  were  to  be 
raised  from  three  Shillings  to  three  Shillings  and  ten 
Pence,  and  the  Half-Crusadoes  in  proportion ;  at 
which  rate  they  were  to  be  made  current  as  if  they 
were  sterling  Money  of  England,  with  an  allowance 
of  three  Pence  for  each  pennyweight  which  might 
.  be  deficient. 

No  person  was  to  be  oblig^  to  receive  them  un- 
less they  were  of  the  weight  above*>mentioned,  or 
that  the  aforesaid  allowance  were  made  for  defect  of 
^weight  ®. 

Notwithstanding  the  Proclamation  against  ex- 
porting Gold  and  Silver  out  of  the  kingdom  of  Ice- 
land was  published  so  lately  as  in  the  year  1673,  yet 
the  practice  still  continued,  and  it  was  found  neces- 


o  Simon^  Appendix^  No  LXII.  At  this  time  there  were  in 
circulation  the  Portugal  Crusadoes  above-mentioned  j  and  also 
atiother  species  which  weighed  only  eleven  peniiyweights.  These 
two  went  usually  together  at  three  Shillings  a-piece,  and  for 
this  reason:  the  merchants  bringing  over, a  great  quantity  of 
the  worser  sort^  the  stamps  whereof  were  like  those  of  the  bet- 
ter kind^  and  uttering  them  at  three  Shillings  and  eight  Pence> 
the  value  at  which  the  better  sort  was  fixed  by  Proclamation^ 
the  people  discovered  the  fraud,  and  would  take  neither  the  one 
nor  the  other  at  more  than  three  Shillings.  The  two  being  thus 
current  together>  tlie  Goldsmiths  culled  out  the  weightier^t  and 
melted  fhem  down.    [Simon^  as  above.] 
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sary  again  to  prohibit  it.  This  was  done  by  a  Pro- 
clamation,  which  was  issued  upon  the  36th  of  July 
1875^  nearly  in  the  words  of  that  which  was  made 
about  two  years  before,  but  with  this  addition,  that 
the  Lords  Justices  and  Council  would  take  care  that 
the  discoverers  should,  for  their  encouragement,  be 
duly  satisfied;  i.  e.  should  receive  their  share  of  the 
penalty  allotted  to  them  by  the  Statutes,  which  were 
now  once  more  enforced  p. 

In  this  year  Coins  were  struck  for  Scotland.  They 
were  called  Dollars,  running  for  fifty-six  Shillings 
Scottish  each,  with  Halves,  Quarters,  Eighths,  and 
Sixteenths.  From  a  passage  in  an  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment, in  the  year  1696,  it  appears  that  standard 
Silver  was  computed  in  these  Coins  at  three  Pounds 
and  four  Shillings  the  ounce  Scottish;  from  whence 
the  standard  weight  of  the  Dollar  should  have  been 
nearly  412  troy  grains  and  one  third,  to  whkh 
weight  the  pieces  very  nearly  answer.  It  should 
therefore  seem  that  they  were  intended  to  be  of  the 
same  weight  as  those  which  were  Coined  in  16659 
viz.  413  troy  grains,  and  thjat  the  difi^rence  of  their 
value  only  arose  from  the  increase  of  the  nominal 
price  of  Silver  in  Scotland.  These  Coins  were  con- 
tinued until  the  King's  demise  ^. 

1677.  In  this  year  the  Lord  Lieuten.ant  and 
Council  of  Ireland  received  information  that  divers 
Merchants,  as  well  strangers  as  others,  had  lately 
brought  into  that  kingdom  several  pieces  of  Dutch 
tI!oin,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  New  Lioti 
DoJUrs,  which  were  stamped  with  a  lion  rampant 

p  Simon^  Appendix  N©  LXIIL 

q  Folkes,  page  150.    See  Silver  Coins,  Plate  XLII.  N^*  5—9, 
for  specimens  of  the  Dollar^  and  its  parts>  of  different  dates. 
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on  one  side,  and  a  man  with  an  escutcheon  (charged  ^  ^^^^ 
with  a  lion)  covering  his  lower  parts^  on  the  other  ^^^  /. /a. 
side,  coined  in  the  years  I674,  1675,  and  l67tf,,>,^;4^^  ^ 
with  this  motto,  confidens  domino  non  movetur,-^^**^^^' 
over  the  head  of  the  lion,  and  the  year  of  our  Lordi<^<^^^^  ^ 
in  the  same  round :  and  that  they  had  dispersed  and^*«  ^  "^ 
uttereci  them  at  the  rate  of  four  Shillings  and  nine^v^««^^^'>^^  ^ 
Pence  a-piece,    although    they  were    intrinsically^  c^i^^^  %^.. 
worth  no  more  than  three  Shillings  and  four  Pencei>^:;_^   4,^^, 
Farthing  sterling,,  or,  in  proportion  to  the  Spani8h^,.^i^4;^  J^  ^, 
Money  then  current  in  that  kingdom,  three  Shil-,^,^^j.   c^^ 
lings  and  nine  Pence;  they  being  found,  upon  the^^^^^^^ 
assay 9  worse  than  the  standard  of  England  by  two 
ounces  five  pennyweights  in  the  pound  weight. 

As  none  of  those  pieces  were,  at  any  time,  allowed 
to  be  current  by  the  Government,  the  Lord  Lieute- 
nant and  Council  did,  by  Proclamation  dated  April 
the  9th,  give  notice,  that  none  of  his  Majesty^s  Offi- 
cers of  Revenue,  nor  any  other  person  whatsoever, 
was  by  law  required  or  enforced  to  receive  any  sudi 
Coins  ».  » . 

The  introduction  of  these  Coins  into ,  Ireland 
seemsi  to  prove  that  a  great  want  of  regular  currency 
1  was  experienced  in  that  kingdom,  although  the  Eng- 
lish Mint  was  plentifully  supplied  with  Bullion  ■. 

1678.  The  English  Merchants  trading  to  the 
East  Indies  did  in  this  reign  strike  Silver  Money  in 

r  Simon,  Appendix,  No  LXIV. 

>  A  Pamphlet  of  that  time,  boasting  of  the  happiness  of  Bri« 
tain,  says,  '^  Jf  we  have  a  Mint  employed  with  more  Gold  and 
Silver  than  in  a  considerable  time  they  can  well  coin  ^  if,"  &c. 
'&c.  '^  then  we  have  more  wealth  now  tlian  ever  we  had  at  ^uay 
time  before  the  restoration  of  his  sacred  Majesty.**  [England'^ 
Great  Happiness;  or,  a  Dialogue  between  Content  and  Coni<- 
plarnt,  4to.  Lond.  1677,  p.  19.] 
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India,  for  the  use  of  their  Factory  at  Bombaim^  for- 
merly a  settlement  of  the  Portuguese,  but  yielded 
up  to  his  Majesty  upon  his  marriage  with  the  Infanta 
of  Portugal  in  1662  K 

I  have  not  been  able  to  discover  the  time  when 
the  License  to  coin  this  Money  was  granted  to  the 
Company,  but  the  earliest  of  the  Coins  that  are 
known  bear  the  date  of  167  8  ". 

1679.  The  scarcity  of  small  change  in  Ireland 
appears  still  to  have  continued,  without  any  further 
steps  having  been  taken  by  the  Government  to  pro- 
vide a  necessary  supply ;  for  in  this  year  a  Cof^r 
Halfpenny  was  struck  in  Dublin,  of  the  bigness  of 
our  present  Halfpenny.  It  has  on  one  side  the  arms 
of  that  city,  with  the  date  over  it,  and  this  inscrip- 
tion, THE  DUBININ  HALF  PENNiE ;  and  ou  the  Other 
the  harp  crowned,  with  long  live  the  king*. 

1680.  On  the  1st  of  March,  in  this  year,  it  was 
thought  expedient  to  forbid,  by  Proclamation,  at 
Edinburgh,  the  exportation  of  Gold  and  Silver 
Thread,  for  the  purpose,  as  the  Proclamation  ex- 
presses- it,  of  the  increase  of  Money  y. 

And  on  the  4th  of  the  same  month  another  Pro- 
clamation was  issued  for  raising  the  current  value  of 
the  Scotch  Coins. 

It  began  with  stating,  that,  in  the  year  159I, 
the.  ounce  of  coined  Silver  was  raised  in  value  to  42 
Shillings  Scots,  being  of  eleven  deniers  fine,  ax^d  in 
1619  to  three  Pounds  ten  Pennies  and  two  sixth 

y 

*  Folkes>p.  112. 

u  These  Coins  were  Rupeed  and  Fanams.    See  Suppleinent> 
Pairt  II.  Plate  VI,  Nos  13, 15,  16,  and  17. 
X  Simon,  page  55,         . 
y  Proclamation  in  the  Royal  Lit)rary. 
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parts,  at  which  it  had  continued.  Thftt  in  the  neigh- 
bouring Kingdoms  Silver  was  valued  above  that 
rate,  which  had  occasioned  the  exportation  of  the 
greatest  part  of  the  Coin;  of  which  merchandize 
had  been,  and  still  continued  to  be  made ;  and  the 
same  being  melted  down,  was  imported  in  foreign 
Coin  of  an  inferior  species,  both  in  weight  and  fine- 
ness. It  was  therefore  ordained,  that  the  ounee  of 
coined  Sjlver  should,  in  future,  be  in  value  three 
Pounds  four  Shillings  Scots  Money. 

That  the  four-mark  Pieces,  then  current  at  fifty- 
three  Shillings  four  Pence,  should  be  fifty-six  Shil- 
lings, and  the  smaller  pieces  in  proportion;  and 
that  Merchants,  who  used  to  receive  at  the  Mint, 
for  Bullion  paid  in  by  them  of  eleven  deniers  fine, 
fifty-five  Shillings  and  nine  Pence  Scots  the  ounce, 
should  receive  fifty-eight  ShiHings  Scots.  .  All  fo- 
reign species  of  Coins  to  be  current  as  formerly  *. 

Sir  Thomas  Armstrong,  knt.  having  humbly 
represented  to  his  Majesty,  that  neither  his  father 
nor  himself  were  ever  admitted  to  make  use  of  the 
Patent  heretofore  granted  by  the  late  King,  in  the 
year  l66o,  nor  could  obtain  allowance  from  the 
Chief  Governor  of  Ireland  to  issue  his  Farthings^ 
as  the  King's  Coins,  amongst  his. Majesty's  subjects 
in  that  Kingdom;  and  that,  having  laid  out  con- 
siderable sums  of  Money  for  Copper,  for  the  work- 
ing thereof  into  Farthings,  and  for  other  incidental 
charges,  they  had  sustained  great  loss  and  damage ; 
his  Majesty  was  therefore  graciously  pleased  .to 
grant,  by  new  Letters  Patent,  bearing  date  the  1 8th 
djay  of  May  in  this  year,  to  Sir  Thomas  Armstrong; 

'  Proclamation  in  the  Roy^d  Library. 
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kilt,  and  Colonel  George  Legg,  their  hefrs,  &c.  full 
power,  during  the  terra  of  twenty*one  years,  from 
the  date  of  the  Patent,  to  make  and  coin  such  quan- 
tity of  Copper  Halfpence  as  they  might  conveniently 
issue,  during  the  said  term,  amongst  his  Majesty's 
•objects  in  Ireland. 

The  said  Copper  Halfpence  to  be  made  by  en* 
gfnes,  having  on  one  side  his  Majesty's  head,  and 
en  the  other  side  an  harp  crowiied,  with  th|8  inscrip- 
tion, CAROLU&  SECUNDUS  DEI  GRATIA  MAGN.  BRIT- 
TAN.  FRANC.  £T  HIBERN.  REX,  and  cach  to  Weigh 
107  gains  troy  weight*. 

These  Coins  were  to  pass  as  Halfpence  within 
the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  all  persons  were  for- 
bidden to  counterfeit  the  same,  or  to  import  them, 
or  the  engines  by  which  they  were  made,  under 
pain  of  forfeiture,  or  such  other  punishments  as  the 
law  might  inflict. 

For  this  privilege,  the  Patentees  were  to  ,pay 
-g^6.  13*.  4d.  annually.  They  were  to  have  all 
the  profits  arising  from  the  Coinage,  and  to  be 
yeady,  at  any  time,  to  deliver  the  sum  of  twenty 
Sliilltngs  in  Copper  Halfpence  for  every  twenty 
Shillings  in  sterling  Mon% ;  and  to  repay  twenty 
Shillitigs  in  sterling  Money,  for  every  twenty  Shil- 
Kngs  of  the  said  Halfpence  which  should  be  brought 
vnto  them. 

Convenient  quantities  of  the  said  Halfpence  were 

*  The  Proclamation  by  which  they  were  made  current  says 
lllO  grains,  Leake  says>  the  Halfpence  of  1680  weigh  119 
grains.  [Page  S75.]  The  Hal^ence  bear  the  dates  of  1 680,  81* 
SS;  83>  and  84.  Those  of  the  first  three  years  weigh  from  118 
to<  119  grains,  and  those  of  the  last  two  years,  about  109  tb  1 10 
grains,    [Simon,  p.  56.] 


CHARLES   II. 


353 


to  be  sent  to  as  many  Cities,  Towns^  and  other 
places  in  Ireland,  as  the  Patentees  should  think  fit. 

And  the  FateTntees  had  power  to  enter  any  house, 
ship/  &c.  to  search  for  and  seize  any  counterfeits, 
or  instruments  used  in  counterfeiting**. 

These  Halfpence  were  accordingly  declared  tp  be 
■  current,  by  Proclamation  on  the  19th  day  of  July 
following,  and  all  other  Tokens  were  forbidden  to 
be  used ;  with  this  proviso,  that  no  person  should 
be  compelled  to  receive  more  than  five  Shillings  of 
them  in  one  hundred  Pounds,  and  in  proportion 
for  greater  or  lesser  sums  ^. 

But  between  the  date  of  the  Letters  Patent  and 
the  issuing  of  the  above  Proclamation,  Sir  Thomas 
Armstrong  and  George  Legg,  esq.  had,  by  Inden-* 
ture  dated  on  the  17th  of  Jun6,  in  consideration  of 
the  sum  of  ^1500,  conveyed  to  John  Knox,  Alder- 
man of  the  City  of  Dublin,  all  the  powers  granted 
to  them  by  the  said  Letters  Patent  \ 

l6S3.  Great  inconveniences  having  arisen  in  Ire- 
land from  the  diflTerence  of  weights  which  were 
made  use  of  for  the  weighing  of  such  foreign  Coint 
as  had  been  made  current  there  by  Proclamation, 
and  also  from  the  bringing; into  that  Kingdom  great 
quantities  of  Peru  Pieces  of  Eight,  which  for  some 

b  Simon,  Appendix  No  LXV.  ^ 

c  Simon,  Appendix  No  LXVI. 

^  Idem,  No  LXVIII.  The  Earl  of  Arraa  [the  Lord  Deputy], 
and  Sir  Nicholas  Armorer,  knt.  were  parties  to  this  instrument, 
as  having  an  interest  in  the  Patent ;  for  the  .Patentees  had  ap« 
pointed  them  their  attornies  for  obtaining  a  renewal  of  the  old 
Patent,  for  making  Farthings  and  Halfpence,  and  for  other 
business  relating  to  the  new  Patent,  and,  in  con^deration  of 
their  care,  &c.  had  granted  to  them  one  third  part  of  the  clear 
profits  of  such  Letters  Patent. 
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time  did  commonly  pass,  without  any  regard  to 
their  weight,  for  four  Shillings  and  six  Pence, 
which  was  more  than  their  real  value ;  and  of  late 
many  of  them  had  been  refused  to  be  taken  for 
more  than  three  Shillings,  or  three  Shillings  and 
six  Pence,  which  was  less  than  their  real  value. 
And  it  having  been  considered  that  these  inconve- 
niences had  chiefly  arisen  from  a  want  of  taking  due 
notice  of  the  several  Proclamations  whereby  such 
foreign  Coins  were  made^  current,  which  were  at 
that  time  out  of  print,  and  not  easily  to  be  bad ; 
therefore  the  Lord  Deputy  and  Council  thought  fit, 
by  a  Proclamation  dated  on  the  6th  of.  June,  to 
declare  at  what  rates*  all  sorts  of  foreign  Coins  were, 
by  the  Proclamations®  at  that  time  in  force,  to  be 
current  in  that  Kingdom ;  viz. 

Gold. 

Weight.  Value, 

dwt.  gr.        £,    s.    rf. 

The  Golden  Rider   ----6)2—  l^ff 

The  Half  Golden  Rider      .-36  —  0113 

The  Spanish  or  French  Quadru- 
ple Pistole       -    -    v*    -    -  17     4  —  3  10     0 

The  Spanish  or  French'  Double 

Pistole  --..."-.     8  14  —  1150 

The  Spanish  or  French  Single 
Pistole  ----...47  — ^0176 

The  Spanish  or  French  Half  Pis- 
tole .     -    - 2    3§—  089 

«  Qu.  wkat  Proclamations  are  here  alludded  to  ?  The  latest 
whioh  is  to  be  found  in  Simon  is  dated  October  30>  1660^  and  is 
indeed  the  only  one  of  this  reign,  preserved  by  him^  winch  gives 
the  value  of  foreign  Coins  in  Ireland.  But  that  cannot  be  one , 
of  those  which  are  referred  to  .above,  as  the  weight  and  current 
value  vary,  in  many  instances,  from  the  statements  in  this  Pro- 
clamation. 
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Weight.  Valae: 

dwt.  gr.        £.    s.    d. 

The  Double  Ducat  -     -     -  -  4  12  —  O.18     0 

The  Single  Ducat    -     -    -  -  26  —  0     90 

The  Spanish  SufFrance       -  -  7     2  — -  1     8     (J 

The  Spanish  Half  Suffrance  -  3  13  —  014    3 

Silver. 

TheDucatooh     -    -    -     -    -  20  16  —  0     60 

Half  and  Quarter  ii>  proportion. 

The  Mexico,  Sevil,  or  Pillar  Piece 
of  Eight,  the  Rix  Dollar,  Cross 
Dollar,  and  French  Lewis       I7     0  —  0     4    9 

Half,  Quarter,  and  Half  Quar- 
ter in  proportion. 

TheTwelfth  of theFrench Lewis    1  12  —  0     0  4% 

The  old  Peru  Piece  of  Eight      17     0  —  0     4     6 

Half,  Quarter,  and  Half  Quar- 
ter in  proportion. 

The  Portugal  Royal     --    -14     0  —  0    '38 

Half  and  Quarter  in  proportion.  < 

Two  Pence  to  be  allowed  for  each  grain  deficient 
in  the  Gold  Coins,  and  three  Pence  for  each  penny- 
weigljit  wanting  in  the  Silver,  and  so  proportion- 
ably  ;  and,  with  such  allowance,  they  were  to  pass, 
in  all  payments,  as  if  they  were  sterling  Money  and 
current  of  and  in  England.  They  were  also  to  pass 
at  standing  weight,  without  weighing  down  the 
scales;  and  every  person  receiving  Money  might 
receive  by  which  side  of  the  scales  he  pleased^  if  he 
used  those  of  the  payer,  or,  if  he  used  his  own,  then 
to  receive  by  whichever  side  the  payer  should  think  ^ 

proper  to  direct. 

And,  to  the  end  that  there  might  be  i»>  uncer- 
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tainty  in  the  weight  of  Money^  the  Proclamation 
further  declared^  that  the  Lord  Deputy  and  Council 
had  directed  all  the  weights  necessary  for  the  said 
Silver  Coin,  to  be  exactly  made  by  Henry  Paris  and 
John  Cu  thbeard,  of  the  City  of  Dublin.  The  stamps 
lo  be  flat,  and  the  circle  to  be  smooth  and  polished^ 
that  no  dust  might  gather  in,  and  each  weight  to 
be  stamped  with  the  number  of  pennyweights  on 
one  side,  and  the  crown  and  harp  on  the  other,  and 
to  be  sold  at  not  more  than  twelve  Pence  for  all  the 
weights,  being  eight  in  number,  viz.  for  the  Duca- 
toon^  Half<-Dacatoon,  whole  Plate  andlPeru  Pieces, 
and  half  and  quarter  Pieces  thereof,  a  two-penny- 
weight, a  pennyweight,  and  an  half-pennyweight, 
such  being  sufficient  to  weigh  the  several  sorts  of 
.  Silver  Coin  ^  then  current  commonly  in  that  King- 
dom. 

Standards  of  all  those  weights  were  to  t)e  left  in 
the  hands  of  the  ^Sheriffs  of  Counties,  Mayors,  &C. 
of  Cities,  &c.  for  determining  or  previenting  all  dif- 
ferences' about  any  weights  for  Money.  And  any 
persons  who  shoujd  pay  or  receive  any  Money  by 
any  other  weights,  were  to  be  proceeded  against  and 
punished  according  to  Law,  as  keepers  and  users  of 
false  and  unlawful  weights  e. 

^^  About  the  year  1679  or  1680,  it  appears  there 
was  a  project  set  on  foot  to  make  Farthings  of  Tin, 
it  being  at  that  time  cheaper  than  ever  known  to 
have  been  before ;  so  that  his  Majesty  had  reaped  no 
advantage,  after  1^66,  from  his  prerogative  of  pre- 
emption, which  was  used  to  be  farmed  for  ^12,000 
per  annum. 

'  No  wdghts  seem  to  have  been  ptovided  for  the  Gold  Coio3% 
g  SimoD^  Appendix^  N^  LXVII. 
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.  **  In  order  to  restore  this  branch  of  the  Royal 
Revenue,  endeavours  were  used  to  comie  to  a  con*- 
position  with  the  Miners  in  Cornwall,  to  take  off  all 
the  Tin  yielded  by  the  mines,  or  at  least  1200  tons. 
per  annum  ;  but  iii  the  first  place,  the  Convocation 
could  not  come  to  such  an  agreement  without  an 
Act  of  Parliament,  which  should  bind  all  particular 
Miners  to  stand  to  such  contract  as  the  Convention 
should  make.  And,  secondly,  the  Farmers  would 
not  make  such  a  bargain  without  covenanting  with 
his  Majesty  to  supply  England,  Ireland,  and  the 
Plantations,  with  Tin  Farthings  at  16  Pence  a 
pound,  that  by  the  profit  arising  from  thence  they 
might  be  enabled  to  pay  their  rent. 

"  But  this  design  was  opposed  by  the  Mint  as  a 
gross  cheat  upon  the  Nation.  As  first,  that  a  metal 
might  be  made  white,  and  harder  than  tin,  of 
Spelter,  Arsenick,  Regulus  of  Antimony,  &c.  which, 
when  worn,  would  not  yield  two  Pence  a  pound,  an<f 
no  pewterer  durst  use  it.  Secondly,  that  these 
Farthings  might  be  coined  with  a  hammer,  mould, 
or  vice  ;  and  counterfeited  by  any  tinker,  plumber, 
smith,  glazier,  tinman,  watchmaker,  &c.  Thirdly, 
a  query  being  put  to  the  Farmers,  whether  they 
would  change  all  that  were  brought  to  them,  good 
or  bad,  made  by  themselves  or  others ;  and,  if  they 
agreed  to  that,  who  should  allow  the  Country  and 
City  brewers  the  charge  in  sending  them  to  London, 
in  drays  and  waggons,  with  tellers.'  Both  which 
being  refused  by  them,  it  was  thence  inferred,  that 
if  the  Tin  Farthings  were'  established,  his  Majesty 
must  receive  his  Revenue  of  Excise,  and  the  Duke 
of  York  his  postage  in  them ;.  therefore  this  ri^ined 
the  project  for  the  present. 

VOL.  III.  t 
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1684.  "  In  the  last  year  of  the  King,  proposals 
were  made  to  the  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury, 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Mint,  to  coin  a  Half- 
penny and  Farthing  of  Tin  upon  his  Majesty's  own 
account,  by  authority  of  his  Majesty  under  the  Great 
Seal  of  England  ;  to  be  made  of  the  weight  of  those 
of  Copper,  being  about  20  Pence  per  pound,  ^cactly 
stamped,  and  a  motto  to  be  put  about  their  edge ; 
the  charge^  of  making,  coining,  and  issuing  th^ 
same,  about  four  Pence  per  pound,  and  one  pound 
weight  of  tin  about  eight  Pence;  in  all,  about  12 
Pence  per  pound  weight ;  so  that,  if  coi;ied  at  20 
Pence,  there  would  arise  a  profit  of  abotrt  40  per  cent. 

"  This  being  reported  to  his  Majesty  in  Council  at 
Hampton  Court,  May  28,  was  approved  of  by  him; 
and  Sir  Robert  Sawyer,  Attorney  General,  was  or- 
dered to  prepare  a  Warrant  for  his  Majesty's  royal 
signature,  to  pass  the  Great  Seal  of  England ;  con- 
taining a  Commission  and  full  authority  to  the  Com* 
missioners  of  the  Mint  to  make  them,  according  to 
the  said  Report,  during  his  Majesty's  pleasure;  the 
Attorney  General  to  insert  all  such  clauses,  provi- 
sions, and  non  obstantes,  in  the  said  Commission,  as 
are  usual  in  such  cases. 

*/  This  Coinage  consisted  of  no  other  sort  but  Far- 
things, which  did  not  differ  from  those  of  Copper^ 
either  in  type  or  legend:  but  they  have  a  stud  of 
Copper  struck  through  the  centre  of  them,  and  on 
then:  edge  nummorum  famulus  1684,  both  which 
methods  were  taken  to  render  the  counterfeiting  of 
them  more  difficult ;  however,  they  were  counter- 
feited in  great  numbers/  ^ 

.  h  Sn6Uing*s  Yiew  of  the  Copper- Coinage  of  Engknd,  p.  36. 
He  has  quoted  no  authority  for  the  above  s^temeat>  and  there- 
fore I  have  given  jt  in  his  own  words. 
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1684-5.  These  G>in8  must  have  been  struck  be-- 
fore  the  sixth  of  February  in  that  year^  on  which  day 
the  King  died  at  WhitehalK 

His  style  upon  the  English  Gold  and  Silver  Coins 
was  the  same  as  his  Father's,  with  the  addition  of 
the  Roman  numerals  for  distinction ;  but  on  his 
Copper  and  Tin  Money  it  was  simply  carolus  a 
CAROLO9  and  on  the  Reverse  Britannia ^ 

He  bore  upon  his  Great  Seal  the  same  style  that 
his  Father^  Charles  I.  did ;  and  it  appears,  with  the 
alteration  of  the  name  only,  upon  all  the  Great  Seals 
until  the  Union  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Anne, 

The  mottos  upon  the  Coins  which  were  struck  at 
Pontefract  by  his  adherents^  immediately  after  the 
death  of  Charles  I.  are,  post  mortem  Patris  pro 
FiLio,  Rev.  hang  deus  dedit.  on  some;  whilst 
others  bear  dum  spiro  spero  ^.  His  earliest  Coins 
after  his  restoration  havci,  florent  concordia 
REGNA,  upon  the  Gold;  and  upon  the  Silver, 
CHRisTO  AUSPICE  REGNO.  Thcsc  Were  continued 
until  the  introduction  of  the  milled  Monies,  on 
which  the  style  only  appears^  and  is  to  be  read  in 
continuation  from  the  Obverse  to  the  Reverse. 

On  some  of  his  Scottish  Silver  Coins  the  inscrip* 
tion  is  precisely  the  same  as  that  on  the  milled 
English  ones;  but  others  have,  on  the  Obverse, 
CAROLUS  II.  DEI  GRA.  and  on  the  Reverse^  sco.  ang. 
FR.  ET  HiB.  REX,  with  the  date.     The  Copper  Money 

>  On  those;  which  were  called  Lord  Lucas's  Farjthing^  the 
motto  IB,  auATUOR  MARIA  viNDico^  and  in  the  Exergue,  Bri- 
tannia.   The  Tin  Farthing  has>  round  the  edge,  nummorum 

FAMULUS. 

^  These  have^  on  the  Obverse,  only  carolus  srcvndus, 
1648. ,  See  Plate  XXIX. 

Z  2 
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has  the  same  placed  wholly  on  the  Obverse,  with 
NEMO  ME  iMPUNE  LACEssET  on  the  Other  side. 

On  the  Silver  Coins  which  were  struck  in  his 
name  in  Ireland,  the  style  appears  with  the  addition 
of  F.  D.  &c.  whilst  the  Copper  Halfpenny  is  inscribed 
in  the  same  manner  as  his  later  English  Silver  and 
Gold. 

His  Mints  were,  Dublin,  Edinburgh,  London, 
and  Pontefract. 

JAMES    II. 

1684-5-  On  the  death  of  Charles,  his  brother 
the  Duke  of  York  was  immediately  proclaimed  by 
the  name  of  James  the  Second. 

The  short  and  unhappy  reign  of  this  Monarch 
was,  in  almost  every  respect,  eminently  disgraceful, 
and  in  no  single  instance  more  so,  than  in  the  state 
to  which  he  at  length  reduced  the  Coinage,  in  his 
Kingdom  of  Ireland. 

Those  of  his  Irish  subjects  who  still  retained  their 
loyalty  to  him  were  the  chief  sufferers  from  this  de- 
basement, for  it  appears  by  a  Proclamation  of  the  lOth 
of  July  1690,  that  they  had  in  their  possession  the 
whole,  or  the  far  greater  part,  of  his  Brass  Money  ^ 

His  English  Money,  however,  escaped  violation ; 
for  he  was  forced  to  abandon  that  Kingdom  before 
hi&  necessities  became  very  urgent. 

The  only  Indenture  of  this  reign  is  of  his  first 
year,  and  agrees  precisely  with  that  of  th^  22d  year 
of  the  late  King  "*. 

1  How  dififerent  in  this  respect,  and  how  praiseworthy,  was 
the  conduct  of  liis  father,  who  in  his  extremest  distress  never 
debased  the  standard  of  his  Money.  m  Lowndes,  p.  55. 
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1685.  On  the  90th  of  May  a  Proclamation  was 
made  at  Edinburgh,  to  forbid  the  importation  of 
foreign  Copper  Coins,  on  pain  of  confiscation  there- 
of, besides  such  other  punishment  as  the  King,  or 
his  Council,  should  think  fit. 

By  this  Proclamation  it  was  ordered,  that  no 
Doyts,  nor  other  Copper  Coins  from  France  or 
Holland,  nor  any  Copper  Coin,  except  with  the 
royal  stamp,  should  pass,  or  be  received,  in  future; 
and  all  Customers,  Waiters,  Collectors,  or  others, 
were  authorized  to  seize  such  Coin,  and  to  appro- 
priate it  to  their  own  use  ". 

In  the  Parliament  which  met  at  Westminster  ou 
the  19th  of  May,  the  Act  for  encouraging  of  Coin- 
age^ which  was  first  passed  in  the  1 8th  year  of  the 
late  King,  and  was  continued  for  seven  years  in  his 
22d  year,  and  consequently  expired  in  1679,  was 
revived,  and  continued,  and  to  be  in  force  for  seven 
years  from  the  1st  of  August  in  this  year,  and  until 
the  end  of  the  first  Session  of  Parliament  then  next 
following.  The  preamble  to  this  Statute  sets  forth, 
that  great  benefit  and  advantage  had  accrued  to  the 
Kingdom  from  the  operations  of  that  Act  ^. 

At  some  time  in  this  year,  John  Knox,  Alderman 
of  Dublin  (to  whom  Sir  Thomas  Armstrong,  and 
Colonel  Legg  (now  Earl  of  Dartmouth)  had  in  June 
1680  assigned  their  patent,  which  was  granted  to 
them  by  the  late  King,  for  coining  Copper  Half- 
pence) petitioned  the  King  that  he  would  acce)«k 
the  surrender  of  his  patent,  and  grant  to  him  a  new 
one,  for  the  term  unexpired  of  the  former  grant,  un- 

n  Proclamatioii  in  the  Royal  Library, 
o  Statute  1  J.  IL  chap.  7.  . 
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der  the  same  yearly  rent,  restrictions,  &c. ;  with  this 
alteration  only,  of  the  figure  of  his  Majesty,  with 
his  title,  to  be  stamped  thereon,  instead  of  those  of 
the  late  King. 

His  Majesty,  in  consideration  that  the  said  John 
Knox  had  been  at  great  expense  in  providing  Cop- 
per and  other  materials  for  making  the  said  Half- 
pence, was  pleased  to  issue  his  warrant  to  the  Lords 
Justices  to  accept  the  surrender  of  the  old  patent, 
and  to  cause  a  new  one  to  pass  the  Great  Seal  P, 
which  was  accordingly  done  on  the  29th  of  Decem- 
ber following  ^. 

1686.  In  the  second  Session  of  the  first  Scotish 
Parliament  it  was  enacted,  "That  in  all  time  coming 
the  species  of  current  Coin  within  the  kingdom  of 
Scotland  should  be  five  Shillings,  ten  Shillings, 
twenty  Shillings,  forty  Shillings,  and  sixty  Shillings, 
Scotish  pieces,  to  be  coined  of  the  standard  and 
weights  thereinafter-mentioned.*'  That  is  to  say,  they 
were  all  to  be  of  the  standard  eleven  Deniers  and 
two.grains ;  and  the  sixty  Shilling  piece  Scotish  was 
to  weigh,  according  to  the  standard  pile  of  weights, 
then  in  the  Mint,  21  deniers,  18  grains,  10  primes, 
and  18  seconds;  or,  in  the  ordinary  denomination 
of  weights,  14  drops  and  18  grains  ;  making  almost 
427  troy  grains  and  a  half;  and  the  other  pieces  in 
proportion.  By  which  regulation  it  is  plain,  that  the 
ounce  Scotish  of  their  standard  Silver  was  then 
coined  into  3  lib.  10^.  6d.  and  two  thirds  of  a  Penny 
Scotish;  and  that  the  English  Penny  was  then 
rather  more  than  equivalent  to  1 3  Pennies  Scotish. 
And  this  was  the  proportion  that  subsisted  between 

> 

P  Sunon,  Appendix,  No  LXIX.  n  M.  No  LXX  . 


JAMW  ji.  348 

the  CoIds  of  the  two  nations^  until  the  entire  com- 
pletion of  the  Union  by  Queen  Antie ;  all  the  Silver 
that  was  coined  after  this^  and  before  that  time,  fol« 
lowing  the  appointment  of  that  Act  of  Parliaments 

The  Copper  Coins  were  to  be  Twopenny  and  Six- 
penny Scots  pieces,  and  forty  of  the  Sixpenny 
pieces,  and  six  score  twelve  of  the  Twopenny  pieces, 
were  to  make  a  Pound.  By  this  Statute  every  jour- 
ney of  Coin  was  to  be  tried  by  itself  distinctly  .• 

It  appears  however  that  no  Coins  were  struck 
under  this  Act  until  the  next  year,  when  pieces  of 
forty,  and  of  ten  Shillings  were  coined  *.  No  other 
Money  was  coined  for  Scotland  during  this  reign. 
In  the  preamble  to  the  above  Statute  it  was  stated 
that  the  King,  and  the  estates  of  Parliament,  had 
considered  the  great  advantages  which  might  ac- 
cresce  to  his  antient  Kingdom  of  Scotland  by  encou- 
raging the  importation  of  Bullion  to  be  coined  in 
his  Majesty*s  Mint,  and  that  a  free  Coinage  was  of 
all  others  the  greatest  encouragement  for  that  end. 
Certain  duties  were  therefore  imposed  by  the  Act  on 
various  commodities  as  a  fund  to  enable  bis  Majesty 
to  support  the  charge  and  expenses  of  the  same,  and 
for  paying  the  salaries  of  the  Officers  of  the  Mint^ 
amounting  to  twelve  thousand  Pounds  Scots  annu- 
ally. The  allowance  to  the  Master  of  the  Mint  for 
the  coinage  of  the  Money  was  eighteen  Pounds  Scots 
per  stone.     According  to  this  Act  an  assay  was  tp 

r  Folkes^  page  151. 

•  Scots  Acts.  First  Parliament  of  James  VII.  the  second 
Session,  chap.  XXIV.  "  Act  anent  an  humble  offer  to  his  Ma^ 
jestj  for  an  imposition  upon  certain  commodities,  for  defraying 
the  expence  of  a  free  Coinage,  and  other  matters  relating  to  the 
Mittt." 

t  jSee  the  figures  of  those  Coins  in  Plate  XLII.  Nos  lo  and  11. 
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be  made  of  every  journey  dietinctly  once  every  year 
in  the  month  of  December,  at  the  sight  of  the  Privy 
Council  **• 

1687-8.  As  the  Proclamation  which  was  pub-- 
lished  in  1683,  by  the  Lord  Deputy  of  Ireland,  conh- 
eerning  the  weighing  of  such  foreign  Coins  as  were 
current  in  that  Kingdom,  had  not  been  properly 
obeyed,  the  Earl  of  Tyrconnel  (Lord  Deputy)  and 
the  Council,  issued  another  Proclamation  upon  the 
16th  of  January  1687-8,  by  which  the  provisions 
of  the  former  Proclamation  were  ordered  .to  be  ob- 
served *. 

1688.  On  the  23d  of  December  the  King  was 
compelled  to  abdicate  the  government,  and  to  retire 
into  France. 

1688-9.  In  the  following  March,  however,  he 
made  a  feeble  attempt,  in  Ireland,  to  recover  his 
Crown,  and  landed  for  that  purpose  at  Kinsale,  upon 
the  12th  of  that  month,  at  the  head  of  about  5000 
French  troops. 

'  On  the  24th  he  entered  Dublin  in  a  triumph- 
ant manner  3^;  and  on  the  next  day  raised,  by 
Proclamation,  the  value  of  all  the  Coins  then  cur- 
rent in  that  Kingdom,  in  the  following  proportions : 

Gold. 

Weight.  Value, 

dwt.  gr.  £,    s.    d. 

The  Golden  Rider  ----6l2  —  140 
The  Half       ------     3     6  —  0  13     0 

«  Scots  Acts  as  above,  note  [s], 

X  Simon,  Appendix,  No  LXXI. 
.  y  TindaVs  Continuation  of  Rapin*s  History  of  England,  vol. 
HI.  p.  79. 
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Gold. 

Weight,  Value. 

dwt.gr.        ^.    s.    </. 
The  French  and  Spanish  Quad- 
ruple Pistole    -     -     -     -     -17     4  —  3  ig     Q 
Ditto  Double  Pistole     ---8  14         ll8o 
Ditto  Pistole        -----48  —  O190 

Ditto  Half  Pistole    ---.24  0    g     6 

The  Double  Ducat  -     -     -     -     412  1     0     0 

The  Single  Ducat    -    -    -    -    2     6  ~  0 ,10     0. 

The  Spanish  Sujffrance       -     -     j     2  lii     0 

Ditto  Half  SufFrance    --    -     3  13  oi^     6 

The  Guinea         -    -     -    .     .       _ 

The  Half  Guinea    -     -    .    .      _    I 

Silver. 

The  Ducatoon     -    -     .    --20  16  —  0     6    3 
The  Half  and  Quarter  in  pro- 
portion. 

The  Mexico^Sevil,  or  Pillar  Piece 

of  Eight,  the  RixDolIar,  Cross 

Dollar,  and  French  Lewis      17     0  —  0     6    3 
The  Half,    Quarter,    and  Half 

Quarter  in  proportion. 

ThetwelfthpartoftheFrenchLewisl  12  - 
The  old  Peru  Piece  of  Eight  -  17  0  - 
The  Half,   Quarter,   and  Half 

Quarter,  in  proportion. 
The  Portugal  Royal       -     -     -  I4     0  —  0     3  10 
The  Half  and  Quarter  in  prg- 

portion. 

The  English  Crown       -    -    .      _ 

The  English  Half  Crown  -  -  _  _ 
The  English  Shilling  .  -  .  _  _ 
The  English  Sixpence        -    -      _ 
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'The  remainder  of  this  Proclamation  contained 
the  same  provisions  as  that  which  was  published  on 
the  6th  of  June  l()  83'. 

This  is  the  first  instance,  since  the  Restoration^ 
of  the  currency  of  English  Money  in  the  Kingdom 
of  Ireland  being  mentioned  in  a  Proclamatioiu  As 
the  Shilling  was  here  raised  to  one  ShilHng  and  one 
Penny,  it  may  be  presumed  that  it  was  before  cur- 
rent for  twelve  Pence,  and  consequently  that  the  ex- 
change between  England  and  Ireland  was  at  par. 
Gold  and  Silver  must  then  have  been  plentiful  in  thjs 
latter  of  those  Kingdonis,  at  the  end  of  the  reign  of 
King  Charles  II.;  probably  occasioned  by  its  cur- 
rency being  raised  in  1683.  But  now,  on  the  pros- 
pect of  a  civil  war,  the  monied  men,  who  were  not 
attached  to  James's  party,  would  have  secured  their 
property  by  escaping  with  it  to  England.  In  or- 
der to  supply  the  deficiency,  thus  created,  the  value 
of  the  Guinea,  as  being  of  easier  carriage  than  Silver 
Money,  was  raised  one  fifth,  or  twenty  per  cent, 
whilst  the  Silver  Coins  were  raised  no  more  than 
one  twelfth,  or  eight  and  one  third  per  cent,  and 
other  foreign  Gold  and  Silver  in  proportion,  that 
what  Money  he  could  raise  might  go  a  greater  way  •. 

It  seems  probable  that  he  brought  with  him  frotn 
France  a  considerable  quantity  of  small  French  Mo- 
ney, as  on  the  fourth  of  May  a  Proclamation  was 
issued  to  rectify  the  omission  of  French  piece?  of 
three  sous  and  an  half  in  the  last  Proclamation,  and 
to  declare  that  the  said  pieces  should  be  paid  ^nd 

c  Simon^  Appendix,  No  LXXII. 

«  Simon^  page  58.  This  rate  of  currency  of,  the  English  Mo* 
ney  in  Ireland  is  still  continued. 
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received  in  all  payments  to  and  from  the  King,  or 
otherwise  howsoever,  at  the  rate  of  three  Pence 
Halfpenny  each  ^. 

1689.  But  all  these  expedients  failing  to  procure  " 
a  sufficient  supply  of  Money,  he  coined  Brass  and 
Copper  Sixpenny  pieces,  for  the  purpose,  as  the  Pro- 
clamation dated  June  the  I  Sth  stated,  of  remedying 
the  present  scarcity  of  Money  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Ireland,  and  of  better  paying  and  subsisting  his  Ma* 
jesty's  standing  forces,  and  that  his  subjects  in  that 
Realm  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  pay  and  dis- 
charge the  taxes,  excise,  customs,  rents,  and  other 
debts  and  duties  which  were,  or  should  be  hereaf- 
ter, payable  to  his  Majesty. 

These  pieces  were  to  have  on  one  side  his  head, 
with  this  inscription,  jacobus  ii.  dei  gratia,  and 
on  the  other  side  the  stamp  of  cross  sceptres,  and 
a  crown,  between  j.  r.  with  vi  above,  and  the  month 
wherein  they  were  coined  below,  with  this  inscrip- 
tion,  MAG.    BIIIT.    FRAN.    £T   HIBER.  REX.  I689,   and 

fringed  round.  They  were  made  current  in  all 
payments,  except  the  Duties  of  Custom  and  Excise, 
upon  the  importation  of  foreign  goods.  Money  left 
in  trust  or  keeping  with  any  person,  mortgages  and 
debts  due,  at  that  time,  by  record,  or  by  bills,  bonds 
and  obligations ;  but  to  pass  current  for  the  interest 
which  should  fall  due  afterward  for  such  mortgages, 
&c« ;  and  also  for  any  of  the  said  principal  debts  so 
secured,  where  the  debtor,  or  his  goods,  should  be 
taken  in  execution.  ~  And  all  persons  who  refused 
to  receive  the  same  (with  the  above  exceptions)  were 

# 

to  be  punished  to  the  utmost  rigour  of  the  law, 
as  contemners  of  the  royal  prerogative  and  command. 

^  Simon^  Appendix^  N^LXXIII. 
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Provided  always,  that  the  Proclamation  should 
not  be  so  construed  as  to  oblige  any  Merchant,  im- 
porting goods  into  the  Kingdoo),  to  receive,  upon 
the  first  sale  of  such  goods,  any  of  the  said  Money. 

And  whereas  the  said  Money  was  made  current 
for  present  necessity,  and  not  intended  to  continue 
for  any  long  time,  his  Majesty  promised  and  en- 
gaged, that  as  soon  as  it  should  be  decried  and  made 
null,  he  would  thereupon  receive  from  his  subjects, 
all  such  Money  as  at  that  time  should  remain  in  their 
hands,  and  either  allow  for  the  same  to  them  the 
full  value,  in  whatever  rents,  &c.  they  might  be 
indebted  to  him,  or  make  them  full  satisfaction  in 
Gold  and  Silver  of  the  current  coin  of  the  Kingdom*^. 

It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  Coinage  under  the 
patent  which  was  granted  by  the  King,  in  1685,  to 
Alderman  Knox,  and  which  at  this  time  was  in  the 
hands  of  Colonel  Roger  Moore ^,  was  supposed  to 
be  likely  to  impede  the  circulation  of  this  new  Mo- 
ney, for  the  patent  was  revoked,  and,  on  the  day 
following  this  Proclamation,  an  order  was  issued  for 
seizing  all  the  engines,  and  tools  for  coining,  and  for 
securing  any  quantity  of  Brass  or  Copper  fitted  for 
the  Mill,  or  any  Money  upon  which  the  workmen 
might  at  that  time  be  employed*^.  The  King  then 
set  up  Mints  of  his  own,  one  at  Limerick,  in  the 
deanery  house,  and  the  other  in  Dublin,  in  Capel 
Street,  where  there  were  two  presses  ^. 

In  these  Mints  the  men  worked  night  and  day ; 
but  it  seems  that  the  coinage  of  pieces  of  so  low 

c  Simon>  Appendix^  N*  LXXV.  • 

d  It  does  not  appear  at  what  time  the  patent  was  assigned  to 
him.  «  Simon,  Appendix,  No  LXXIV. 

f  Simon,  p.  59.  See  the  History  of  Dublin  and  Limerick  Mints. 
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a  value  did  not  increase  the  stock  of  Money  so  fast 
as  the  King's  necessities  required,  for  Shillings  and 
Half  Crown  pieces  were  soon  after  added,  and  made 
current  by  Proclamation  upon  the  27th  of  June,  to- 
gether with  the  Sixpences,  and  under  the  same  ex-^ 
ceptions  and  the  same  penalties  upon  refusal. 

These  new  Coins  had  the  same  impress  and  legend 
as  were  stamped  on  the  Sixpences,  with  the  alteration 
only  of  the  numerals  expressing  their  respective 
value  as  xii  and  xxx. 

It  was  also  declared,  by  the  Proclamation,  to  be. 
high  treason  to  counterfeit  the  said  Money ;  and  for 
encouragement  to  discover  such  counterfeiting,  one 
moiety  of  the  real  and  personal  estate  of  the  of- 
fender was  promised  to  the  informer  upon  convic- 
tion, provided  such  estate  should  amount  in  value 
to  forty  Pounds  sterling,  or  more ;  and  if  the  value 
of  the  said  estate  should  be  under  forty  Pounds,  then 
that  the  discoverer  should  have,  for  his  service 
therein,  twenty  Pounds  sterling.  And  for  the  better 
prevention  of  counterfeiting  the  said  Coins,  all  per- 
sons were  forbidden  to  import  into  any  part  of  the 
realm  of  Ireland,  any  of  the  said  Coins,  or  of  the 
said  Copper  or  Brass  Money,  under  the  highest  pe- 
nalty, forfeiture,  or  confiscation^  that  any  law  could 
allow  or  warrant ;  and  the  discoverers  of  such  im- 
portation were  to  have  the  full  moiety  of  all  such 
forfeitures,  &c.  And  that  there  might  be  no  pre- 
tence for  the  importation  .of  the  said  Coin,  the  ex- 
portation of  it  into  any  Country  whatsoever  was  forr 
bidden,  under  pain  of  prosecution  according  to  the 
utmost  rigour  of  the  law. 

This  Proclamation  revoked  those  clauses  in  that 
which  was  issued  upon  the  2  8th  of  June  for  the 
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currency  oF  the  Sixpenny  pieces,  by  which  it  waf 
provided,  that  they  were  not  to  be  received  in 
payment  of  the  duty  for  foreign  commodities  im* 
ported,  and  that  tiie  first  seller  of  such  should. not 
be  obliged  to  take  them ;  and  the  said  Sixpenny 
pieces  were  declared  to  be  current  in  the  same  man^ 
ner,  and  under  the  same  exceptions,  as  the  Twelve- 
penny*  and  Half  Crown  pieces. 
'  The  Proclamation  then  proceeded  to  give  tl^e 
same  assurance  respecting  the  allowance  to  be  made 
for  these  Coins,  whenever  they  should  be  decried, 
as  was  given  in  the  former  Proclamation  respecting 
the  Sixpenny  pieces  9. 

These  Half  Crowns  weighed  from  seven  penny^ 
weights  twelve  grains  to  nine  pennyweights  fifteen 
grains ;  the  Shillings  from  three  pennyweights  fif- 
teen grains  to  four  pennyweights  fifteen  grains  ;  and 
the  Sixpences  from  one  pennyweight  twenty  grains 
to  two  pennyweights  eight  grains.  Some  of  them 
are  known  for  every  month,  from  June  I689  to 
April  1690  inclusive**. 

In  order  to  induce  his  subjects  to  take  this  wretched 
Money  in  exchange  for  Coins  of  Gold  and  Silver, 
which  it  may  be  reasonably  concluded  they  were 
not  very  ready  to  do,  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to 
direct  the  Commissioners  of  his  Mint  (on  the  4th 
of  July)  that  one  Sixpence  in  the  Pound  should 
be  given  in  Copper  for  all  Silver  Money,  or  Gold, 
that  should  be  brought  to  the  Mint,  the  Silver  being 
given  in  to  the  current  value  and  in  the  full  weight. 
The  Silver  or  Gold  brought  in  was  to  be  attested  by 
two  Commissioners  of  the  second  class,  or  by  on^oi 
them,  and  one  of  the  Wardens. 

E  Simon,  Appendix,  No  LXXVII.  1^  Id*  page  &0'.    . 
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They  were  to  expect  further  orders  under  his 
Majesty's  hand :  but  in  the  mean  time  were  to  pro* 
ceed  to  take  what  money  came  in^ 

To  supply  the  Mint  with  metal  for  this  degraded 
Coinage,  the  Secretary  of  State  [Lord  Melfort]  sent 
an  order  to  Lord  Mount-Ca&hel^  Master  General  of 
the  Ordnance,  to  deliver  to  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Mint,  two  brass  cannons  which  were  then  lying 
in  the  Court  of  Dublin  Castle  J.  And  the  following 
letter,  which  strongly  marks  the  deplorable  state 
to  which  the  Country  was  reduced,  was  sent  to  all 
the  Collectors  of  his  Majesty's  revenue  throughout 
the  Kingdom :  ^^  We  having  great  occasion  for  his 
Majesty's  use  to  procure  so  much  hammered  or 
forged  Copper  and  Brass  as  your  parts  can  afford^ 
and  judging,  by  the  decay  of  trade  and  desolation 
of  the  Country,  that  there  may  be  a  great  deal  in 
your  district  or  part,  we  desire  you,  by  yourself 
and  Officers,  to  inform  us  presently  what  quantity 
you  may  be  able  to  furnish  us  with,  and  what  the 
current  prices  are  of  each.  And  whatever  you  can 
get,  buy  ^  at  the  best  rate  you  can,  and  as  soon  as 
you  have  four  or  five  hundred  weight,  pray  send  it 
to  the  Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Mint,  at  the 
Mint  House  in  Capel  Street,  Dublin,  and  what  you 
pay  shall  b^  allowed  you  in  your  accounts  at  the 
Custom  House.  So  doing  you  will  oblige,  yours,  &c."  * 

i  Simon>  Appendix^  No  LXXX. 

j  Simon^  p.  60,  and  Appendix,  No  LXXVIII. 

^  "  It  seems  that  they  not  only  bought,  but  pillaged,  even  the 
citizens  kitchens,  &c.  because  they  found  it  difficult  to  get  ^ 
su£^.cient  supply  of  Copper  or  Brass  for  the  Mint."  [Answer  to 
all  that  has  ever  been  said,  or  insinuated,  in  favour  of  a  JPopish 
Pretender.    London  12mo.  1713,  page  64.] 

1  Simon^  Appendix,  No  LXXIX. 
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In  oonsequfinee  of  these  letters,  lai^  quatitftieft 
of  Gun  Metal,  Brass^  Copper,  and  Battery  "^,  were 
sent  into  the  Mint  from  Waterford,  Limerick,  and 
Athldne". . 

The  circulation  of  the  Brasst  Coins  ba:ving  been 
impeded  by  the  exceptions  which  were  contained  in 
the  Proclamation  for  their  currency, ,  namely  that 
they  were  not  to  be  received  for  mortgages,  bills, 
bonds,  or  obligations,  debts  due  by  record,  and  Mo*^ 
ney  heretofore  left  in  trusty  these  exceptions  were 
revoked  by  another  Proclamation  on  the  4th  of  Fe^ 
bruary,  1689*90. 

The  promise  to  take  these  Coins  at  their  full 
value, '  whenever  their  currency  should  be  stopped^ 
was  repeated  in  this  Proclamation  ^. 

This  Brass  money  was  at  last  forced  into  circular 
tion  so  rapidly,  as  to  oocafiion  a  representation  to  the 
Ring  that  several  persons  had  lying  by  them  large 
sunus  of  it,  which  by  reason  of  the  decay  of  trade 
and  commerce  occasioned  by  the  rebellion,  they 
could  not  dispose  of  to  their  advantage*  His  Mai^ 
jesty,  therefore,  being  desirous  to  give  all  the  re- 
lief he  could  to  all  his  loving  subjects,  and  for  the 
future  to  coin  no  more  of  the  said  Money  than 
should  be  absolutely  necessary  for  his  service,  and 
convenient  for  the  welfare  of  his  people,  was  gra^ 
^usly  pleased  to  declare,  by  Proclamation  on  the 

t 

«n  Chambers  in  his  Dictionary  explains  battery  to  mean  ket- 
tles, pots,  pans,  &c.  made  by  the  hammer  of  Brass,  &c.  "  Work- 
men rated  this  metal  at  three  Pence  or  a  Groat  a  pound.  One 
^pound  of  it  was  coined  into  about  five  Pounds  worth  of  Shif* 
in^.  Sixpences,  or  Half  Crowns.'*  [Answer,  as  above  quotetf^^ 
page  61.]  n  Simon,  Appendix,  No  LXXXIX. 

•  Ibid.NoLXXVII. 


JAMES   II.  353 

* 

»8th  of  February,  that  all  persons  were  at  liberty  to 
pay  any  sums  of  such  Money  into  his  Treasury,  by 
way  of  loan,  in  sums  not  less  than  «^100,  with  a 
promise  that  they  should,  on  demand,  be  repaid  in 
Money  current  in  the  Kingdom,  at  the  time  of 
making  such  demand ;  and  that  they  should^  until 
payment  should  be  made,  receive  interest  at  the  rate 
of  six  per  cent,  by  the  year,  to  be  paid  at  the  end  of 
every  six  months. 

The  repayment  of  the  loans,  so  advanced,  toge- 
ther with  the  interest,  was  to  be  secured  upon  th^ 
Crown  rents  and  Quit  rents  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ire* 
land,  which  for  that  purpose  were  to  be  conveyed^ 
by  letters  patent  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  th^ 
Treasury,  in  trust  for  such  persons  for  due  pay-* 
ment  of  the  same;  with  power  to  assign  over  to 
them,  for  their  security,  a  competent  proportion  of 
the  said  Crown  and  Quit  rents  p. 

These  brass  Monies  being  found  insufficient  to 
supply  the  expenses  of  bis  Army,  &c.  a  Warrant 
was  issued,  on  the  1st  of  March,  to  the  Com  mis* 
sioners  of  the  Mint  of  Ireland,  for  the  Coinage  of 
two  sorts  of  Money  of  white  mixed  metal;  th^ 
one  about  the  bigness  of  a  Shilling,  having  on  one 
side  the  head  of  the  King,  with  jacobus  ii.*^***  Dfii 
GRATIA,  and  on  the  other  side  a  piece  of  Princess! 
Metal  fixed  in  the  middle,  with  the  impi:ession  of 
the  harp  and  crown,  and  this  inscription,  mag  ; 
BRi :  FRA :  £T :  HiB :  REX,  with  the  year  of  our  Lord» 
This  Piece  to  pass  for  a  Penny.  The  other,  of  the 
same  metal  and  stamp,  and  with  the  likeinscription,of 
the  bigness  of  a  Sixpence,  to  pass  for  a  Halfpenny  % 

V  Simon,  Ajppendix,  No  LXXXl.  ^  Id.  No  LXXXIII. 
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1 6i90.  These  were  made  current  by  Proclamatioa 
on  the  28th  of  the  same  months  with  a  promjae  to 
allow  for  them,  whenever  they  should  he  decried^ 
the  value,  at  the  rates  aforesaid,  in  rents,  &c.  due  to 
his  Majesty,  or  to  make  full  satisfaction  for  them,  in 
Gold  or  Silver  of  the  current  Coin  of  the  King- 
dom. And  all  persons  were  enjoined  to  receive 
them,  on  pain  of  being  .punished  as  contemners  of 
the  royal  prerogative  and  command'. 

A  further  Coinage  of  white  metal  was  ordered  to 
b^  current  on  the  2l8t  of  the  next  month.  It  cou-r 
sisted  of  Crown  Pieces,  having  on  the  Obverse  the 
King's  effigies,  or  figure,  on  horseback,  with, this 
inscription  round,  jac.  ii/p£i  gra.  mag;  brkfra« 
£T  HIB.  RBX ;  and  on  the  Reverse  a  piece  of  Prince'ii 
Metal  fixed  in  the  middle,  with  the  impression 
of  the  crown  surrounded  with  the  arms  of  l^nglaod^ 
Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  with  this  inscription 
round,  christo  victore  triumpho,  anno  dom. 
1^0*;  and  round  about  the  edge  this  inscription, 

MEUORIS  TESSERA  FATI,  ANNO  REGNI  SEXTO.      They 

were  to  be  received  in  all  payments  tor  five  Shil* 
lings,  under  the  same  penalties  as  were  inserted  in 
the  Proclamation^  for  the  currency  of  the  Penny  and 
Halfpenny  of  the  isame  metal. 

:  The  counterfeiters  of  these  pieces  were  to  be  pro- 
ceeded against  as  guilty  of  High  Treason,  and  the 
same  rewards  were  oiBered  for  discovery,  as  were 
promised  in  the  Proclamation  by  which  the  Brass 
Half  Crowns  and  Shillings  were  made  current  in  1 689. 
The  Proclamation  then   proceeded  to  state,   that 

*.'  Simon,  Appendix, No LXXXIV. 

«  Thedale^  upon  the  Coins,  is  across  the  area,  between  tfie 
fonr  sUdds  of  arms. 
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Ibr  publick  convenience,  it  had  b^en  thought  fit 
to  reduce  the  twelvepenny  pieces,  and  Half  Crown 
pieces  of  Cdpper  and  Brass,  to  be  coined  in  fu- 
ture, to  a  less  weight  than  formerly,  without  any 
alteration  of  the  impressions  or  superscriptions,  stnd 
yet  the  said  pieces  to  continue  of  the, same  value 
that  they  had  hitherto  passed  at ;  and  therefore  it 
was  declared  that  those  Pieces  so  reduced  should 
pass  at  the  same  value  with  the  like  pieces  of  Cop^ 
•per  and  Brass  Money  formerly  coined,  though  not  of 
equal  weight.  The  Usual  engagement,  to  make  full 
satisfkction  for  this  Money,  was  repeated  *. 

Of  these  Crowns  of  white  metal,  a  few  only,  if 
any,  were  ever  issued,  but  a  bag  of  one  hundred 
itid  fifty  of  them  wars  found  in  the  Treasury  df 
Dublin,  after  King  James  had  left  Ireland**. 

Simon  says,  that  this  Crown  is  so  exceedingly 
scarce,  that  the  learned  Bishop  Nicolson  thought 
it  had  not  been  made  current,  and  that  the  succesfs 
at  the  Battle  of  the  Boy^ie  had  prevented  the  piib^ 
lishing  of  the  above  Proclamation  ;  but  as,  besides 
the  printed  Proclamation  in  the  Books  of  the  Coun- 
cil Office,  and  one  in  his  own  possession,  he  had' 
seen  two  or  three  others  in  different  hands,  he  thinks 
it  evident  that  it  was  made  publick,  and  consequently 
that  this  Coin  was  issued  out.  And,  moreover,  JFroiti 
the  25th  of  April* to  the  1st  of  July^  there  was  time 
suiSicient  to  issue  a  good  deal  of  that  Money,  and 
even  more  than  of  the  Copper  and  Brass  Crowns 
which  were  coined  about  two  or  three  months  after^. 

But  I  apprehend  that  Mr.  Simon  has  gone  a  Jittl^ 

''        *    '  -   •        .  ■ 

t  Simon,  Appeadix>  No  LXXXV.  u  Leake,  page  389^ 

y  Simon,  page  61. 
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too  far,  in  inferring  from  the  publieation  of  the  Pro-- 
clamation  the  certainty  of  the  issuing  of  the  Money. 
Indeed,  it  appears  that  none  of  it  was  in  currency 
before  the  lOth  of  July  1690  ;  for  in  the  Proclama- 
tion of  that  date,  by  which  King  William  reduced 
the  Money  coined  by  James  to  its  intrinsick  value, 
these  Coins  are  not  enumerated. 

On  the  gth  of  June,  the  interest  of  6  fer  cent, 
which  had  been  offered,  op  the  28th  of  February, 
to  induce  persons  to  pay  the  Brass  Monies  into  th^ 
Treasury,  by  way  of  loan,  was  raised  to  10  per  cent. 
(such  being  stated  to  be  the  usual  rate  of  interest  at 
that  time  in  Ireland,)  .with  the  choice  of  lending 
their  Money  either  upon  the  Crown  and  Quit  rents, 
as  before,  or  upon  lands,  mortgages,  or  incum- 
brances, belonging  to  his  Majesty  *. 

By  a  Proclamation  of  the  15  th  of  June,  the  Half- 
Crown  Pieces  of  Copper  and  Brass,  coined  before 
the  month  of  May  immediately  preceding,  were  or- 
dered to  be  no  longer  current  in  th^  City  or  County 
of  the  City  of  Dublin,  after  the  last  day  of  the  said 
month  of  June,  nor  in  any  part  of  th^  County  of 
Leinster  after  the  15th  of  July  next  following,  nor 
in  a^ny  other  part  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  fifter 
4he  last  day  of  the  said  month  of  July ;  but  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Mint  in  Dublm  and  Limerick 
were  to  exchange  them  for  other  Money  y. 

This  measure  was  preparatory  to  the  re-stamping 
those  Coins  with  the  Die  which  was  used  for  the 
white  metal  Crown  Pieces,  and  issuing  them  at  the 
value  of  five  Shillings.  At  that  rate  they  were  com- 
manded to  be  taken  in  all  payments,  and  the  coun- 

«  Simon;  Appendix,  No  LXXXII.  y  Id.  Appendix,  No  LXXXVI. 
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terfeitmg  them  was  forbidden^  upon  pain  of  being 
proceeded  against  as  guilty  of  high  treason.  The 
Proclamation  concluded  with  the  usual  j  romise  to 
make  full  satisfaction  for  the  Coins  hereafter*. 

His  Majesty's  new-coioed  Money  being  now 
greatly  depreciated,  Gold  and  Silver  were  bought  up 
at  very  high  rates,  to  (as  the  Proclamation  expresses 
it)  the  great  disparagement  of  the  Brass  and  Copper 
Money  current  in  the.  Kingdom.  It  was  therefore 
commanded,  by  Proclamation  dated  also  on  the  15th 
of  June,  that  no  person  should  in  future  presume, 
apon  pain  of  death,  to  give  any  higher  or  greater 
rate  for  any  Pistole  or  French  Lewis  of  Gold,  than 
thirty  Shillings  in  Brass  or  Copper  Money,  and  so 
in  proportion  for  any  other  piece  of  French  or  Spa- 
nish Gold  ;  nor  for  a  Guinea  more  than  thirty-eight 
Shillings  of  such  Money  ;  nor  for  any  Crown  Piece 
of  Silver  more  than  seven  Shillings  and  six  Pence  ; 
and  so  in  proportion  for  other  English  Gold  or  Silver 
Money.  The  discoverer  of  oflfences  against  this  Ordi- 
nance, was  to  have  all  the  Gold  and  Silver  so  by  him 
made  out  to  have  been  exchanged,  above  the  rates 
prescribed  above  **. 

The  Battle  of  the  Boyne,  which  was  fought  on  the 
first  of  the  following  month,  prevented  the^e  severe 

z  Id.  No  LXXXVII.  There  appears  to  be  some  omission  in 
this  Proclamation^  as  it  is  printed  by  Simon ;  for  no  penalty  is 
denounced  against  those  who  should  refuse  the  Coins  (which  is 
to  be  found  in  all  the  former  Proclamations)  unless  it  was  in- 
tended to  extend  the  penalty  of  high  treason  to  the  refusers^  as 
well  as  to  the  counterfeiters^  of  the  Money.  That  this  was  the 
intention  seems  probable  from  the  severity  of  the  next  following^ 
Proclamation,  which  denounces  the  pain  of  death  on  those  who 
should  pi^esume  to  give  an  extra  price  for  Gold  or  Silver  Money. 

a  Simon>  Appendix,  No  LXXXVIII. 


358  ANNALS  or  TBS  COINAGE. 

provisions  from  producing  any  &tal  efiocts^  and  4i§^ 
possessed  James  of  the  small  remains  of  r^l  power 
which  <he  had  hitherto  retained.  After  he  tod 
abandoned  Ireland,  his  adherents  maintained  them* 
selves  for  a  short  time  in  Limerick,  and,  during  the 
siege  of  that  place,  struck  some  Copper  and  Brass 
Money  in  his  name.  It  bore  the  impression  of  his 
head  on  the  one  side,  with  jacobus  ii.  dei  gratia  ; 
and  on  the  other  Ireland,  represented  by  a  woman 
sitting,  and  resting  upon  an  harp,  and  holdii^  up  a 
cross  in  her  right  hand,  with  this  inscription,  hiber- 
NiA>l691^  It  was  grained  round  the  edge;  and 
was,  in  fact,  no  other  than  the  larger  Coins  which 
had  been  struck  there  molten  down,  and  coined 
anew ;  whilst  some  of  the  smaller,  as  the  Shillings, 
were  only  re-stamped,  the  former  legend  being  still 
visible  on  many  of  them  ^. 

^'  It  appears,  from  Archbishop  King's  State  of 
the  Protestants  in  Ireland,  and  from  the  Coins 
extant,  that  the  metal  of  which  James's  Irish  Money 
was  made  was  very  bad,  being  a  mixture  of  old 
guns,  old  broken  bells,  old  Copper,  Brass,  and 
Pewter,  taken  from  the  absentees,  old  kitchen-fur- 
niture, and  the  refuse  of  metals  molten  down  toge- 
ther, and  valued  by  the  workmen  in  the  Mint  at  no 
more  than  three  or  four  Pence  the  pound  weight ; 
but  when  coined  into  Sixpenny,  Twelvepenny,  and 
Half-CroWTi  Pieces,  and  made  current  by  arbitrary 
power,  it  passed  at  the  rate  of  five  Pounds  sterling 
the  pound  weight,  or  eleven  thousand  two  hundred 
Pounds  the  ton ;  when  at  the  real  value,  namely, 
four  Pence  the  Pound  weight,  this  compound  metal 

J>  See  Supplement,  Part  It  «  Simoii>  p$|jge  €i« 


finite -irftft  W6rth  more  than  thirty-seyen  Pounds  six 
Shillings  and  eight  Pence  the  ton.  Biit  when  the 
Half-Crown  was  re-stamped,  and  made  current  at 
five  Shillings,  and  the  Shilling,  or  Twelvepennjr 
Piece,  made  near  one  half  lighter,  then  did  a  ton  of 
this  metal  fetch  in  twenty-two  thousand  four  hun- 
dred Pounds  sterling,  and  a  pound  weight  of  it  pass, 
at  the  rate  often  Pounds  sterling. 

"  Archbishop  King  observes,  that  in  twelve, 
months  time^  from  the  first  setting-up  of  the  Mint 
to  the  1st  df  July  1^90,  there  was  coined  of  this 
Money  to  the  value  of  ^965.375  sterling.  Dean 
Story  says,  there  was  not  much  above  one  million 
one  hundred  thousand  Pounds:  but  it  appears, 
from  an  abstract  of  that  Coinage,  that  the  whole 
sum  amounted  to  ^1^596^99.  0*.  6d.  The  ac- 
count stands  thus : 

' Weight  of  meu).  Value. 

lbs.      oz.  £,         1.     1^, 

62,4^?    2i  coined  into  large  Shillings  -    -  245,879  17  O 

110^508  15  ' large  Half-Crowns  -  443,498  10  O 

172,731     14*-^ large  Shillings  and  . 

:                                            Half-Crowns        -  e89,S78  7  O 

^  14,080    3              ■     ■  small  Sixpences  -     -  49>042  6  6 

"    8,914  11| —  small  Shillings  -     -  41,800  O  0 

21,267    Of ^ — . —  small  Half-Crowns  127,200  0  0 
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389,724    2J  1>596,79^    O    6 

"  This  weight  makes  one  hundred  seventy-three 
tons  nineteen  hundred  two  quarters  apd  twentynptie 
^pounds^  at .  four  Pence  per  pounds  thirty^sev^n 
SblUings  and  four  Pence  per  hundred,  or  thirty- ' 
seven  Pounds  six  Shillings  and  eight  Pence  per  ton, 
and  amounts  to  isix  thousand  four  hundred  and 
ninety-five  Pounds  eight  Shillings  and  four  Pence^ 
which  nvhen  coined^  and  issued  as  current  Money, 
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produced,  as  above,  more  than  one  tnillion  and  an 
half;  and  as  we  must  add  to  this  sum  what  was 
produced  by  the  raising  of  the  large  Half-Crown 
Pieces  from  two  Shillings  and  Sixpence  to  five  Shil- 
lings, we  shall  find  in  the  second  article  of  this 
abstract  an  increase  of  four  hundred  and  forty-thr^ 
thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-eight  Pounds 
ten  Shillings ;  and,  supposing  but  one  half  of  the 
large  Shillings  in  the  first  article  to  have  been 
reduced  in  weight,  we  shall  have  another  increase  of 
^.122,939.  l8^,  6d.\  a  very  moderate  computation, ' 
jf  we  consider  the  number  of  these  large  Shillings 
and  small  Half-Crowns  mentioned  in  the  first,  third, 
and  sixth  articles  of  this  abstract. 

*^  These  two  sums  added  to  the  above  amount  ^ 
will  give  us  ^.2,163,237.  Qs.  the  produce  of 
^•6,495,  the  real  value  of  the  metal. 

*'  There  might  be  a  further  adcKtion  to  this  large 
sum,  if  we  knew  what  proportion  of  the  third  article 
was  coined  into  Half-Crowns  and  re-stamped  into 
Crowns,  which  consequently  doubled  in  value ;  as 
also  what  sum«  were  coined  into  white  mixed-metal 
Crowns,  in  Pewter  Pennies  and  Halfpennies. 

^^  Now  let  the  impartial  reader  judge  what  a  pro- 
digious sum  of  Money  was  raised  by  this  scheme  in 
so  short  a  time,  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
two  hundred  sixty-nine  Pounds  fifteen  Shillings  and 
jaine  Pence  per  month.  Yet,  of  all  this,  when  that 
unhappy  Prince  fled  from  Ireland,  there  was  but 
4ittk  left  and  found  in  the  Mint,  not  above 
^♦22,489,  as  appears  by  the  accounts  of  Lord 
Goningsby,  Vice  Treasurer  of  Ireland^  and  for 
which  he  accounted  as  follows : 
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17,39a  Copper  Crowns  d.        £.   s.   d. 

^4,3^^3     0     0     valued  at  1  each  72     1     0 

1^6^503  larg^  Half  Crowns 

^15,812  17     6    valued  at  I  each  527     1  11 

2,489  small  Crowns 

^3 \l     2    6    valued  at f  each    7  1 5     6 

9,043  large  Shillings 

^452     3     0     valued  at  i  each  18  16    0 

4,757  small  ditto 

^237  17     0    valued  at f  each     4  19     ij 

6,000  Copper  Sixpences 

^150     0     0     valued  at  ^  each    650 

4,808  Pewter  Crowns 

^1,202     0     0     valued  at  :^  each     5     0     2 

22,489     0     0  Accounted  for  64I   19     5^'*'! 

^  In  this  Wretched  sort  of  Money  the  Popish  Sol- 
diers were  paid  their  subsistence,  and  the  Protestant 
Tradesmen  and  Creditors  were  obliged  to  receive  it 
for  their  goods  and  debts;  and  it  was  reasonably 
computed  that  they  lost  upwards  of  ^.60,000  a 
month  by  this  cruel  stratagem.  The  Governor  of 
Dublin,  the  Provost  Marshal  and  his  Deputies^ 
threatened  to  hang  up  all  that  refused  it ;  and  seve^ 
ral  were  made  prisoners  upon  the  occasion  *. 

His  style  upon  all  his  Coins  is,  jacobus  ii«  dki: 

GRATIA MAG.    BR.    FRA.   £T   HIB^   REX.        On    thfti 

Reverse  of  the  Coins  struck  at  Limerick  during  the 
siege,  after  James  had  left  Ireland,  the  figure  of 
Ireland  is  placed  instead  of  the  Harp.  Legend^ 
HiBERNiA,  1691. 

d  Simoti,  page  62.  «  Ware's  Works,  voL  II.  p.  3SD. 
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No  alteration  took  place,  in  this  reign,  of  the 
style  on  the  Great  Seal. 

His  Crown  of  the  Gun  Money  has  on  the  Reverse 
this  motto,  CHRI8TO  vicrORE  TRiUMPHO;  which 
also  appears  upon  the  white  metal  Crown  ^f  the 
same  type,  with  the  addition,  upon  the  edge^   of 

MELIORIS   TESSERA   ^ATI.      ANNO    REGNI    SEXTO. 

Duby  has  given  an  engraving  of  a  piece  of  Cop- 
per, which  he  says  was  struck  at  Cork  during  the 
siege  of  that  place  in  1690.  It  is  in  the  form  of  a 
lozenge,  and  has  on  one-  side  a  castle,  the  arms  of 
the  town,  and  on  the  other  side  cork  '. 

I  know  not  upon  what  authority  he  has  assigned 
it  to  that  year.  It  has  much  the  appearance  of  a 
town-piece,  or  token. 

His  Mints  were  at  Dublin,  limerick,  and  lon-' 
DCi^,  ahd,  if  Duby's  idea  be  correct,  cork* 


WILLIAM   AND   MARY« 

1688.  The  abdication  of  King  James,  in  this 
year,  placed  King  William  and  Queen  Mary  upon 
the  Throne  of  England.  As  that  Monarch,  how- 
everj  still  retained  some  little  authority  in  Ireland, 
by  virtue  of  which  he  continued  to  coin  Money  in 
that  kingdom,  I  have  chosen  rather  to  continue  the 
^account  of  his  Coinage  down  to  the  total  loss  of  his 
power  at  the  Battle  of  the  Boyne  in  1690,  than  to 
interrupt  the  history  of  the  succeeding  reign,  by 
breaking  in  upon  it  so  soon  after  its  commence- 
ment.    We  must  therefore  now  return  to  the  latter 

f  Recueil  des  Pieces  Obsidionales  j  page  3%  Plate  XVIL  N»  7. 
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end  of  1688,  when,  on  the  19th  of  February  1688-9, 
King  William  issued  a  Proclamation  to  prevent  the 
ioGonveniences  which  might  arise  from  the  quanti- 
ties of  Dutch  and  Foreign  Coins,  which  had  been 
paid  'by  his  forces,  upon  their  march,  in  divers  parts 
of  England. 

By  this  Ordinance,  all  Receivers,  &c.  of  the 
Revenue  were  commanded  to  receive  the  said  foreign 
Coins,  in  payment  of  Duties,  at  the  following  rates: 

$.      d. 

The  Ducatoons  at  -  -  -  -  - 
The  Three-Guilder  Pieces  -  - 
The  Twenty-eight-Stiver  Pieces  - 
The  Cross  Dollars  ----- 
The  Guilder  Pieces  -  -  -  -  - 
The  Six-Stiver  Pieces  -     -    -    - 

for  a  certain  limited  time ;  viz.  all  Receivers,  &c. 
within  the  City  of  London,  and  ten  miles  circuit  of 
the  same,  during  the  time  of  one  week,  and  all 
other  Receivers,  &c.  out  of  the  said  City  and 
Circuit,  and  on  the  South  side  of  Trent,  during 
the  term  of  three  weeks,  from  the  date  of  the 
Proclamation  s, 

1689.  By  Indenture  with  Thomas  Neale,  Esq, 
Jflaster  and  Worker  of  the  Mint,  dated  in  the  first 
year  of  this  reign,  the  Coins  were  continued  of  the 
same  kinds,  weight,  and  fineness,  as  in  the  first  year 
of  King  James  11.^  And,  for  the  more  exact  sizing 
of  them,  it  was  ordered,  that  two  grains  should  be 
taken  from  the  counterpoize  of  the  Crown^  one  from 
the  Half-Crown,  half  a  grain  from  the  Shilling,  atid 
one  quarter  of  a  grain  from  the  Sixpence.     Two 

^  Proclamation  in  the  lil^lirary  of  James  Bindley^  esq. 
h  Lowndes,  page  56. 
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grains  also  from  the  counterpoize  of  the  Five-pound 
Piece,  one  from  the  Forty  Shillings^  half  a  grain 
from  the  Twenty,  and  one  quarter  of  a  grain  from 
the  Ten  ShilUngs  Piece  K 

The  Act  which  was  passed  in  the  fifth  year  of 
King  Henry  IV.,  by  the  fourth  chapter  of  which  the 
multiplying  Gold  and  Silver  was  made  felony, 
bad  prevented  persons  skilled  in  the  art  of  refining 
metals,  improving  their  ores,  and  extracting  Gold 
and  Silver  from  them,  from  exercising  their  skill 
within  the  realm,  for  feat  of  falling  under  the  penalty 
of  the  said  Statute,  and  compelled  them  to  exercise 
those  arts  in  foreign  countries,  to  the  great  loss  and 
damage  of  the  realm.  That  chapter  of  the  Statute 
was  therefore  repealed^,  with  this  proviso,  that  all 
the  Gold  and  Silver  which  should  be  extracted  by 
the  said  art  should  be  from  that  tirne  employed  to 
no  other  use  than  for  the  increase  of  Monies ;  and 
that  the  place  for  the  disposal  thereof  should  be  the 
Mint  within  the  Tower  of  London  ;  at  which  place 
should  be  received  the  full  and  true  value  of  the 
'  8%me,  according  to  the  assay  and  fineness  thereof; 
and  that  none  of  that  metal  of  Gold  and  Silver,  so 
refined  and  extracted,  should  be  permitted  to  be 
used,  or  disposed  of,  in  any  other  place  within  their 
Majesties  kingdoms  and  dominions. 

By  the  fourth  section  of  the  same  chapter  it  was 
enacted,  that  no  Mine  of  Copper,  Tin,  Iron,  oi 
Lead,  should  hereafter  be  adjudged  to  be  a  Royal 

V 

i  Lansdown  MSS.  vol.  246. 

k  The  repeal  of  that  Statute  was  procured  by  the. interest  ef 
the  Honourable  Robert  Boyle,  who  degraded  considerable  skill 
in  chemistry  by  a  belief  in  the  transmutation  of  metals.  [Life 
byBirch>  page  278.] 
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Mine^  although  Gold  and  Silver  might  be  extracted 
from  the  same  ^ 

On  the  1st  of  May  a  Committee  was  appointed  to 
consider  of  the  great  abuses  committed  in  the  im* 
pairing  the  Coins  of  the  realm,  and  how  the  same 
might  be  prevented  ™. 

I  have  not  discovered  any  Report  upon  the  Jour- 
nals. 

1690.  In  this  year  it  was  found  necessary  to 
raise  the  allowance  for  Coinage,  in  the  Scottish 
Mint,  from  eighteen  Pounds  Scots  (at  which  it  wso 
fixed  in  1686)  to  twenty  Pounds  Scots  the  stone 
weight ". 

The  great  scarcity  of  Silver  at  this  time  occasioned 
a  Petition  from  divers  working  Goldsmiths,  in  and 
about  the  City  of  London,  to  the  House  of  Com* 
mons,  on  the  9th  of  v  April.  It  stated  that,  upon 
search  ^t  the  Custom  House,  they  had  found  that, 
since  October  last,  entries  had  been  made  of  386,102 
ounces  of  Silver  in  Bullion,  and  89,949  Dollars  and 
Pieces  of  Eight,  for  exportation  l^y  divers  private 
persons ;  and  they  doubted  not  but  it  would  appear, 
that  not  only  the  East  India  Company,  but  also 
divers  Jews  and  Merchants,  had  pf  late  bought  up 
great  quantities  of  Silver  to  carry  out  of  the  King^ 
dom,  and  had  given  three  Halfpence  per  ounce 
above  the  value,  which  had  encouraged  the  meeting 
down  of  much  Plate,  and  milled  Monies,  whereby, 
for  six  months  past,  not  only  the  Petitioners  in 

1  Statute  1  Will,  and  Maiy^  chap.  30.  This  clause  was  after- 
wanls  explained,  5  WilUanri  and  Mary,  chap.  6. 

™  Commons  Journab,  vol.  X.  page  11 7. 

^  Scots  Acts.  First  Rirliament  of  William  and  Mary^  chap. 
S6,  Act  anent  the  Mint. 
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their  tnide^  but  the  Mint  itself  had  been  8feep|Bed  fiiMi 
coining ;  and  the  Petitioners  prayed  the  considefa-^ 
tion  of  the  House.  This  Petition  was  referred  tix  a 
Committee,  who  were  to  report®. 

Accordingly^  the  Committee  reported^  upon  the 
8th  of  May,  that,  by  a  certificate  from  the  Custom 
House,  it  appeared  that  great  quantities  of  Silver 
had  been  exported^  of  which  seven  parts  in  eight 
had  been  shipped  off  by  the  Jews^  who  wonld  do 
any  thing  for  their  profit*  The  reason  for  this  ex-^ 
portation  was  plain,  for  the  French  King,  of  Iate> 
finding  his  Money  very  scarce,  had  raised  his  Coin 
ten  per  cent,  which  was  an  encouragement  to  send 
Silver  to  fill  his  coffers,  and  therefore  the  Jews 
exported  it  daily  in  very  great  quantities.     . 

Thait  on  the  Monday  immediately  preceding  the 
date  of  the  certificate,  which  was  given  in  on  the 
^1 7th  of  April,  they  had  shipped  off  about  6o,000 
ounces,  by  the  name  of  foreign  Silver;  and  great 
parcels  more  were  ready  to  be  shipped ;'  which 
made  it  scarce  and  dear,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  work*- 
ing  Goldsmiths. 

That  there  were  also  English  who  would,  for  their 
advatiti^,  doubtless,  melt  down  the  Crown  Pieces, 
&c:  and  sell  them  for  foreign  Silver,  to  the  undoing 
'  of  the  whole  Nation  for  want  of  Money,  unless  a 
present  remedy-  were  found  to  prevent  the  exporta^- 
tibtk  of  anV  Silver  or  Gold. 

That,  by  Certificates  from  the  Officers  of  the 
Mint,  it  appeared  that,  of  late,  very  small  quanti^ 
ties  had  been  coined. 

That  it  was  offered  to  be  proved,  that  the  profit  of 

o  Commons  Journals,  vol.  X.  page  37$. 
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txt^%mg^4Q^m  ^4 1 000  of  milkd  Money  for  acporta«> 
tiwoy  W88  ^S5  ready-money,  and  upwards* 
.  That  Silver  was  coined  at  the  Mint  at  five  Shil- 
lings and  two  Pence  per  ounce,  but  at  the  time  of 
exportation  was  generally  sold  at  five  Shillings  and 
tbnee  Pence  Halfpenny  an  ounce^  which  gave  occa^ 
sion  to  its  being  melted  down,  and  exported  as  fo^ 
reign  Silver. 

That  divers  proposals  had  been  suggested : 

First,  a  total  prohibition. 

Secondly,  ^a  qualified  prohibiti<m  for  certain 
times,  or  an  imposition  for  exportation  of  Silver. 

Thirdly,  the  enhancing  our  own  Money. 

That  the  Committee  could  not  agree  of  a  way  to 
prevent  the  inconveniences  complained  of,  but  re- 
commended the  consideration  of  the  House, 

It  was  then  resolved,  that  the  Report  should  be 
recommitted  to  the  same  Committee ;  and  that  they 
should  prepare  a  Bill,  or  Bills,  as  they  should  see 
cause,  to  be  presented  to  the  House ;  and  that  the 
Officers  of  the  Mint  should  attend  them  p. 

A  Bill  was  accordingly  presented,  upon  the  19th 
of  the  same  month,  to  discourage,  the  exportation  of 
Bullion,  and  to  encourage  the  importation  ;  and  for 
the  converting  thereof  into  the  current  Coin  of  the 
realm  ;  which  was  read  the  first  time,  and  ordered . 
to  be  read  the  second  time  on  the  next  day^.  It  did 
not,  however,  pass  the  House  until  the  month  of 
November  following. 

The  state  of  Ireland  now  required  the  King's  im-  / 
mediate  presence;    and  he  accordingly  landed  at 
Carrickfergus  upon  the  14th  of  June  in  this  year, 

p  Coromopa  Journals^  toI.  X.  p.  408.       ^  Idem^  p.  490. 
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and,  paving  defeated. James's  army  at  the  IfiQfWi  oti 
the  1st  of  July^  encamped  at^Finglas,  naar  Dubliii^* 

From  bis  Camp  there  hcMsaued  a^  ProclamatkMiy 
dated  on  the  10th  of  July^  for  the  pm-pose^of  puttiog 
a  stop,  at  oiice,  to  the  mUchievous  eShoU  of  tbfcda^ 
based  Money  which  had^beeii  i^ade  curpept  by  iht 
iate  King,   ^  .    ,  ..  „       i  '     •      »«♦ 

This  was  ^  done  ^  by  reducing  tUc^ae  Coins  ta  Air 
value  or  standard  of  thp  like,  Q^ppen  Monty  for^ 
merly  current  in  the  Kingdom^  ,riiB«*the  jatge  Half 
Crown  of  Copper  Mon/ey^  together  vfith  iha  CrvwA 
Piece  of  Hke  metal  and  .wf  igbt,  latdy  titonipdd,  M 
one  PenQy  sterJipg  each*  ..    ».         ,   .,».  '    ,.^ 

The  small  Half-Crowni  of  tQpf^ery  i  4o^ttttec  Far- 
things. .  O  * 

The  large  Copper  Shillings  aqd  .the  JSixpenpe,  to 
<me  Farthing  each.         .     v  »  .        ». 

And  all  such  Pewter  Pen^  as  bad  ^beoi  lately 
coined  in  the  Mint  at  Dublin  were  to  pass  fer  Hal^ 
pence^  and  all  the  Halfpence  of  Ait  likb  metal  for 
Farthings.  ^  .       i 

All  the  above  Coins  were  to  be  deemed  current 
Money,  at  those  rates^  in  all  payments  withint  the 
Kingdom  of  Ireland  *. 

On  the  17  th  of  November^  the  Bill  to  pvefeiit  tlie 
transportation  of  Bullion  passed  the  CommbilSj  with 
this  title.  An  Act  against  the  exporting  of  Gold  and 
Silver,  and  melting  down  the  Coin  of  the  ReaUn  ^. 
It  was,  I  presume,  lost  in  the  House  of  Lords,  f6r  I 
do  not  find  it  in  any  collection  of  the  Statutes. 

»  TindaFs  Continuation  of  Rapin»  vol.  III.  pp.  133— rl47. 

*  These  are  the  w»rds  of  the  Proclamation^  but  what  Coins 
like  to  these  were  ever  current  before  in  that  .or  ajjy  other  King- 
dom ?  t  Simon,  Appendix,  No  X(CIU, 

tt  Commons  Journals^  vol.  X.  p.  473. 
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Whibt  this  Bill  was  passing  through  the  House 
of  Coflittions,  information  was  given  that  great 
quantities  of  Stiver  had  been  shipped  by  the  Jews 
Md  others  for  Holland  ;  that,  on  the  13th  of  Sep- 
'tembef,  35,000  ounces,  all  of  English  casting,  had 
been  seieed  on  board  one  of  the  ships  outward 
bound,  by  the  Officers  of  the  Customs  and  the  per- 
son who  gave  the  information;  that  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Customs  had  not  only  discouraged 
tliia  seizure,  but  had  suflfered  about  70,000  ounces 
more  to  be  shipped  o^*,  without  examination  whe- 
ther English  or  foreign;  and  that,  for  sixteen  months 
past,  about  140,000  ounces  had  been  thus  exported'. 

Tin  Halfpence  and  Farthings  were  struck  in  this  y 
year,,  with  a  piece  of  Copper  through  the  middle,        A*~«^/ 
having  the  heads  of  the  King  and  Queen  on  the^^^u^  ^  IC 
Obverse,  and  this  inscription,  gulielmus  et  mariA.  /^^  p     fy^ 
On  the  Reverse,  the  figure  of  Britannia,  with  the  ^^ 

niame  over  it,  and  nummorum  famulus  Ifigo  on^*^'  ^  u  (o 
the  rim.     The  Farthing  has  the  date  also  in  the  ^^^<^ 
Exergue.     They  seem  to  have  been  coined  in  conai-     *<^  ^-^ 
derable  numbers  in  this  and  the  following  year,  iox y  -  ey^  ' 

the  profit  arising  from  them,  to  the  39th  of  Septem-  "^     ^/ 

her  1691,  is  stated  at  ^.12,885.  2*.  6d.  y  ^   ,    6  '^*^ 

It  is  very  probable*  that  the  King  now  renewed^  ^7^y»  ^»^  • 
or  confirnted^  to  Colonel  Roger  Moore,  the  Patent  "^^^X.^^^^- 

X  CoinmODS  Journals,  vol.  X.  p.  449.    ^fyt^  fl     7     O^  '   ^^  '  *^^^ 

y  See  a  brief  State  of  the  Incomes  and  Issuls  of'their  MfiJesV  ^  (Mo(t^^ 
tics'  Publtck  Revenue  firona  November  5,  1688,  to  September  29,  ^A^t"  J^^^^ 
1691,  by  the  Commissioners  appointed,  2  William  and  Mary,  to  ^j,\  ^ 

examine  the  Publick  Accounts  of  the  Kingdom.  [Harleian  MSS.  *      •  Af  4t 

No.  7404.]  .  ^"^^^f^/iu 

'  This  probability  is  increased  by  a  reference  in  a  Proclaraa-  ^^^*^9%4 *oMC^ 
tioD,  of  the  17tli  of  February,  1992-3,  respecting  those  Coins,  to  Jf^^  | .  ^ 
a  former  Prodamatfon  in  tht  pment  reign,  fi/^^  ^  Jt^^K^M.      '  /Ld/ 
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which  he  purchased  from  Sir  John  Knox ;  (ot  it 
appears  that  in  this  year  he  began  to  coin  Halfpen* 
nies  and  Farthings  of  Copper,  and  some  of  Pewter*. 
l69,0*l«  As  it  was  fomid  by  experience  that  the 
Irish  who  w<ere  in  rebellion  against  their  Majesties, 
and  who  had  in  their  possession  the  greater  part  of 
the  Brass  and  mixed  Metal  Money,  (which  by  the 
Proclamation  of  the  lOth  of  July  had  been  declared 
current  at  certain  reduced  rates,)  were  endeavouring 
to  put  large  quantities  of  it  into  circulation,  a  Pro^ 
damation  was  issued,  upon  the  23d  of  February, 
declaring  that,  after  the  26th  of  that  m(^th,  such 
Coins  were  to  be  no  longer  current,  or  used,  in  any 
payment  whatsoever  ^. 

1691.  On  the  23d  of  December,  another  Bill  to 
prevent  *tbe  Exportation  of  Bullion,  &c.  was  brought 
into  the  House  of  Commons,  read  a  second  time, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Housed 
But  this  Committee  appears  not  to  have  been  formed, 
and  the  Bill  was  laid  aside  for  the  present. 

1692.  On  the  eighth  of  December,  in  this  year. 
Sir  Richard  Temple  presented  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons a  Bill  to  prevent  the  Exportation  of  Gold  and 
Silver,  and  melting  down  the  Coin  of  the  Realm.  It 
was  read  the  first  time,  and  resolved  to  be  read  a 
second  time  ^ ;  which  was  done  on  the  31st  of  that 
month,  when  the  Bill  was  committed,  but  afterward 
laid  aside  «. 

a  Simon  J  p.  65.  In  a  note  he  says  that  a  lai^ge  number  of  the 
Pewter  Coins  is  accounted  for  by  Lord  Coningaby.  Book  of  Ac* 
coimts,  1690.    Audit  Office.     [NoteC] 

b  Simon  J  Appendix,  N^  XCII. 

c  Commons  Joumalsj  voL  X.  p.  603. 

d  Idem,  p.  736.  ^  e  Idem,  p.  766. 
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On  the  i4th  of  the  ilame  month  leave  was  given 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  removing  Doubts  and  prevent- 
ing Controvemes  concerning  Royal  Mines:  and  that 
the  King  might  have  the  pre-emption  ^.  This  Bill^ 
after  some  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Crown, 
passed  both  Houses,  but  did  not  reoeive  the  Royal 
Assekit. 

1693-3.  The  Act  for  the  Enciduragement  t)f 
Coinage,  which  was  originally  passed  in  the  l8th 
year  of  Charles  IL,  renewed  in  his  25th  year,  and 
revived  in  the  first  of  James  IL,  was  nbw  continued 
for  seven  years,  from  the  13th  of  February,  and 
from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  first  Setsion  of  Pat-' 
liament  then  next  following  i^. 

This  Act  very  modestly  refrained  from  speaking 
of  the  measure. in  the  high-^sounding  terms  df  the 
former  Statutes,  which  represented  it  as  greatly  be- 
neficial to  the  Nation,  and  contented  itself  with 
barely  promulgating  the  law.  This  was  possibly 
owing  to  the  forciUe  manner  in  which*  Sir  Dudley 
North  had  represented  the  folly  of  the  plan\     The 

^  Commons  Journals^  vol.  X.  p.  t43.   See  under  ttie  year  1694. 

g  Statute  4  and  5  W.  and  M.  chap.  XXIV.  §  3. 

h  "  1  call  to  witness,'*  says  he>  "  the  vast  sums  that  have  been 
coined  in  England  since  the  ft^ee  Coinage  was  set  up.  What  i^ 
become  of  it  all  ?  Nobody  believes  it  to  be  in  the  Nation,  afid 
it  cannot  well  be  all  transported,  the  penalties  for  so  doing 
being  so  great.  The  case  is  plain  —  the  melting-pot  devours  it 
M.  The  rather,  because  that  practice  is  so  easy,  profitable,  and 
safe  horn  all  possibility  of  being  detected,  as  evefy  one  kno^ws  it 
is.  And  I  know  no  intelligent  man  who  doubts  but  the  neW 
Money  goes  this  tvay.  Silver  and  Gold,  like  other  commddities^ 
have  their  ebbings  and  flowings :  upon  the  arrival  of  quantities 
from  Spain,  the  Mint  commonly  gives  the  best  price  ^  thalis> 
coined  Silver  for  uncoined  Silver,  wdght  for  weight»  Where- 
fbre  it  is  carried  into  the  Tower  and  coined.    Not  long  after, 
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promoters  6f  -  the  Bill,  though  unable'  to  n  ASMrei^  his 
arguments,  yet  still  persisted,-  (a!i  others  etnee  th^r 
time  have  persisted,  to  the  ruin  of  the  Mint) ^^  in  etf- 
forcing  those  provisions;  the  inexpediency  of  whi6b 
had  been  proved  not  only  by  his  reasoning,  bittby 
fatal  experience  al^o.  ^^ 

On  the  17th  of  Febhiary  the  Lord  Lieutenant  atfd 
Council  of  Ireland  issued  a  Prodamation,  in  wfateh 
h  was  stated,  that  by  several  ProclanKitk3ii9"hefie»^ 
tofore  published  in  thei  rieigns  of  the  i^te  'King^ 
Charles,  and  James  thfe  Second  before  his  abdication, 
atid  of  their  present  Majesties,  certaiaTin  and  Gep^ 
pei^  Halfpence  and  Farthings  bad  been  dodamditnr*^ 
i%nt,  and  that  the  ^  Lord  Lieutenant^  had, '  pursnacit 
to  a  power  reserved  to  him,  in  and  by «ertaii»  letters 
patent  under  tlie  great  Sfial^of '  King  Chai*les  tbd  Se- 
cond, ordered  the  paAetttees  to  oause^  the  effigies  of 
their  MajestiesViieads^  oi>  the  one^  aide^i  Itftdr  on.  >  4he 
other  the  impress  of  an  harp)  crowned^  wttb  tbb  iu-*^ 
scription,    gvjaelmv^  sa^  makia  inci  gratja*  Mi^» 

t^re  will  come  a  demaiid  fop  Bullion,  to  be  exported  again.  If 
there  is  none,  but  all  happens  to  be  in  Coin,  what  then  }  MeJt 
it  down  again ;  there's  no  loss  in  it,  fbr  the  cbining  cost^'t)ke 
owners  nothing.  ■"^U'^' 

'.  "  TJ1U8  the  Nation  bath  been  abused*  m^  made  to  p^^-  fpr(tl|e 
twisting  pf  straw  for  asses  to  eat.  If  the  merchant  were  oia^  tp 
pay  the  price  of  the  Coinage,  he  would  not  have  sent  his  Bihj^ 
to  the  Tower  without  consideration;  and  coined  Sttver  wmiftl 
always  keep  a  value  above  uncoined  Silver ;  whibb  is^now  iA  fiu: 
fit>m  being  the  case,  that  many  times  it  is  considerably  un^, 
9^d  generally  the  Kjng  of  Spain's  Cpin  here  i?  worth  one  Penny 
per  ounce  moi'e  than  our  new  Money.**  [Discourses  i|pon  Trade  ^ 
principally  directed  to  the  Cases  of  the  Interest,  Coinage,  t^Up? 
•  ping,  and  Increase  of  Money.  London,  4to,  1691,  f.  18.  Theie 
Piacourses  are  anonymous;  but,  in  p.  180  of  the  li^  of  Sir 
Pudley  Norths  they  are  said  to  he  written  by  him;] 


ui-iu^  ^UftheCopper  HtlfpeBc^  and  Farthiogs^which 
tl^y^fihofiiicl  liienQafter  make }  and  that  <;ertaia  per^ 
spT)^,.  either  ill-afiected  to  their. Majesties'  goyem* 
oifntyOr  migl^d  by  falfe  ^iiews  aiM  rvicnour^,  had 
refused  to  receive  the  Tin  and  Copper  Halfpence 
and  FfirthingSj^  as^  wellftfaQfefjfpritierlyfButJiQpizedy  as 
tho^  whicb^  kadbeen'  lately*  madeas  tforesaid  i  it 
wa»  therefore  declared^.  tb»t  neither  the  Copper,  nor 
Tio  Jlalff^nds  6r  Farthingis  badi  beeo^or  werei 
by  jmbtidk  ^aiitbority  jdecrted'  or  diiallowedy  btit 
tlfat>they  oightta  paad  •c^tiiv^nt  .in  payoient,  ifk 
s\xk  i  mann^t ' as*  tbejj^  'had '  'fertnerly^-  askl  of  \  lat^ 
paased^'  by  viKoe  c^tthe^  said  i  Letters  iPdtent  and 
Pmclamations ^i   i-  •  '     "•»•«'  .       .  .  <.. 

'^^60$.  -  In-  the  biginnijQg  of^thisyeat  Andrew 
Corb^t^  Esq;' applied  forul^atent  for  coining  Far^ 
things  ^and  Halfpence  of  ^Copper^  and  the  Memberi 
of  tbe'  Oi>unty  of  Cornwall  petitioned  against  4{he 
granting^  \ti  whereupon  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Treasury  directed  the  Officers  of  the  Mint  to  consi- 
det  whether  the  Copper  or  Tin  Farthings  then  pro- 
posed to  be  made  might,  most  easily  be  counter- 
feited, and  with  most  advantage  to  the  counterfeiters. 
Theiv  anstver  is  not  known,  but  Mr*  Corbet  obtained 
his  J)atent,  for  the  term  of  nine  years  from  Lady 
D^y,  1693,  under  the  yearly  rent  of  ^.1,000.     ' 

In^  pa()er  from  the^int,  dated  May  12^  l.^SS* 
the  purport  of  which  was  to  shew  the  profit  tabe 
inade  by  that  patent,  it  is  ststted,  that  there  were'to 
be  coined  780  tons  in  the  nine  year? ;  viz.  120  tons 
pi^tann^m  for  the  firs^foi^r  ye^rs,  an4  ^6o  tons  per 

;  .J,aipQiEI|49PfJ4i?*  No  XCIV, 
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annum  during  the  other  five  years ;  but  they  itip* 
posed  that  only  700  tons  could  be  uttered,  ftnd 
upon  that  quantity  raised  the  following  calculation ; 

700  tons  at  24d.  or  2^.  per  lb.  or  ^.224.  per  ton, 
amount  to  in  Coin  .     -    -    -    ^.156,800 


Ptitentee*s  Charges : 
1st  700  tons  at  ^.112.  per  ton  is      -    ^     78,400 
2d«   Charges  of  coining,  &c.  at  ^.40. 

per  ton  ---------    28,000 

Sd.  Incidents,  rent,  &c.  at  ^.7.  per  ton  -  4»900 
4th.  Exchanging  Tin  Farthings-  -  *  -  10,000 
5th.  To  circulate  them  at  5  per  cent,  or 

^.12.  jpcrton      ------      8,400 

iSth.  Paid  to  the  Government  ^.1000. 

perc^nnum"    ----....      9,000 


■*■!<■ 


— — — — — *^i— 

Profit  remaining  to  the  Patentee  in 

nine  years     -----     ^.1 8,100 

"  In  a  representation  made  by  Mr.  Neale,  Master 
of  the  Mint,  dated  June  the  gth,  he  stated,  that  he 
wanted  presence  of  mind  when  he  agreed  that  to 
make  24  Pence  to  the  pound,  and  allow  ^.1,000. 
per  annum  J  was  the  same  as  his  proposal  to  coin 
them  at  only- 21  Pence  per  pound,  without  that  al- 
lowance ;  whereas  three  Pence  per  pound,  the  dif- 

^  ference  on  780  tons,  would  be  ^.21,840 ;  but 
^aoOO.  per  annum  for  nine  years  would  be  only 
^.9,000,  the  difference  of  which,  or  ;s^.  12,840, 

-  the  patentee  gained  by  it  ^. 

^  SneUijEig*s  Copper  Coinage^  p<  39. 
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Whether  it  were  in  consequence'  of  these  repre* 
$ei^tioi]iS)  or  from  some  other  cause^  is  not  known^ 
bpt  Mr.  Corbet  did  not  long  enjoy  his  patent,  which 
was  transferred  to  other  hands  in  the  course  of  the 
following  year. 

KJ93-4.  About  this  time  the  number  of  Half- 
pence and  Farthings  which  were  not  worth  above 
one  third  part  of  the  current  value,  were  so  in- 
creased, by  the  avarice  of  the  patentees,  and  so 
many  of  them  were  counterfeited;  that  they  were 
become  an  intolerable  grievance,  for  little  other 
Money  could  be  received,  and  that  could  not  be  put 
off  again  under  two^ir  three  Shillings  in  the  Pound 
I086.  Such  was  the  representation  of  several  Traders, 
&c.  in  and  about  the  City  of  London  and  Borough 
of  South wark,  in  a  Petition  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons upon  the  12th  of  March  1 693-4.  They  then 
prayed  that  the  House  would  address  his  Majesty, 
that,  for  the  future,  all  Farthings  and  Halfpence 
might  be  made  at  the  Mint,  and  as  near  the  intrin- 
sick  value  as  the  charge  of  Coinage  would  allow  K 

1694.  The  Statute  which  was  passed  in  the  first 
year  of  their  Majesties,  to  repeal  that  made  in  the 
fifth  year  of  Henry  IV.  against  the  multiplying  of 
Gold  and  Silver,  was  explained  by  an  Act  made  in 
this  Session  of  Parliament,  in  order  to  remove 
doubts  and  question  which  had  arisen  upon  the  said 
Statute,  whereby  great  suits  and  troubles  had  been 
occasioned  to  many  owners  and  proprietors  of  mines. 
This  Act  confirmed  the  possession  of  all  mines  of 
Copper,  Tin,  Iron,  and  Lead,  to  the  owners  and 
proprietors    of   the   same,    notwithstanding    such 

1  ComflaoQs  Journab,  vol.  XL  p.  125. 
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WftFN^^^^^^'Rff  t9  the^Ciwrn  only  the  prtvilege»f 
purchasing  the  ore  at  certain  rates ">.  .  jj  ^ 

.3^^>fi^^^'i^*'^  ^f  ^^^  Retail  Shopkeqierci,  and  olher 
Wi\  P^J?^^**  witlwut  0^pf)1egate^  Loododi  iwa« 
pfSI?"^^  t9  tt^e^H/Qps^pfG^ramons  upon  tlie  ffgih 
of  March.  It  stated,  that  the  wost  part  of  the  Far- 
MW*5f>^  ^j[^fft?.ilW  tWf ni^urrent  was  in  the  Jbatids 
^^S/i?9Pr^jWfep  wrq  npt,able  to  bear  the  loss  that 
W^l^-^WaU  !th?m» Mlft/c^^e  any  other  shouW.be 
^^^  flfld^lii^c^rf.^b^lfi  not  he  taken  to;re<hange 
the  present  ones,  iwvbiplhi^anted  three  or  four  Peno^ 
^O^^bJfi^?^^?^!*^^  in.arShilUngj  and  theneforetiiey 
gB«dr,ef^,,4lw^the.IJogse,Mjould  make  such  applica^ 
t^  ^  /l?)i?>.M3J^$^y>>  ^s<  ^t  in  case  there  should  k& 
«lfi« ;^]f?r^^Tf^s*()^b«(  saj^  .Farthings  and  Halfpence. 
i84gbtbAi?Mfingfjl.fW.thpipfP..  ,   . 

i<3^feii^l*W>'*^^^^^^^  >!^  *^^  which  on  th©t 

l^^^ij^f <^4pffJ  r^epart^^  ^jowing  Resolutions :  .  ^ 

n^t'Shfttfrth^  pij^^ntrTin  Farthings  and  Hatf^i 
pence  not  being  of  the  intrinsick  value,  and  being^ 
eaMfi^ts^^  g9Uiji.tf  rfeitec),  are  en  obstruction  to  trade, 
«^*b8W**  griey^^fl^e^tq  the,  subject.  75 

i^tei^ TiMftJjfi.  F^rthJr^s : and  Halfpence  to  beq 
njadpifft/ft^r^pught  tp  be  jroade  of  English  Metal^q 
p^^N^^ii^**'^^'^^^^'^  valye,  and  to  be  coined  by 
t^gir^«je^ii^Sj*j>vi!Ae  iWiwf  -  m 

^3^. ;jTljftt,tIjg^83       be  not  let  to  farm. 

^^l^p^^vT^^Kim  bpR>,We  Address  be  made. to  their>- 

n  Commiffi?SBfiffltflJ^c9/^I^.  p.  144.    At  p.  149  it  is  stated;  ' 
that  a  Bill  for  the  better  discovery  of  Clippers  of  the  Coin  passed 
upon  th^49i"tj(f  April.    It  re  probable,  however,  that  it  did  not 
pass  the  Lords,  as  it  does  not  appear  in  the  Statute  Book.     '^ 


gMi#tid8;tlM  the  present  Tin  fVirthings  sffidH^If- 
^«ire^i^t)t  eounterfeited,  be  excbanged  by  their 
Majesties.  ' 

'  Th^se  Resdntious  were  agiWd  to  by  the  HoW^ 
wjth  the  ^mtebdoi^nt -of  t  the  \Vords  in  Italickis  in  the 
second  resohition  *.'  And  ah  Address  to  the  saoicS 
pur|)oftwas=  also' agreed  to  P.      ' 

«  This  Address  undoubtedljr  influenced  the  CroWW 
in  tl>e  conditions  under  which  Sir  John  Heme  anidf 
others^  relceited  a  grant  of  Hciense  and  authority  tS 
D^ke  Halfpeilce  arid  FarthiVigs  of  Copper^  for  sevieti' 
jpear^  from  Midsurrirtfer  in  this  year.  *    ;*^ 

The  principal  terms  of  the  patent  Were,  that  JOQ* 
tons  shouM  be  coined  in  seven  years,  at  twenty-onel 
Bence  to  every  pound  weight,  with  a  remedy  of  twd' 
Farthihgs.  The 'Coins  (b  be  of  the  best  Eriglivh" 
Copper,  rolled  and  milted;  and  the  patentees  weitJ 
toexchange  ^.200.  ptr  week  of  Tin  Farthings  fer 
Copper  Farthings,  to  ^nf  person  who  should  bring 
them,'  and  to  melt  doKvn  th^ '  same  within  fourteen 
days.  * 

J'or  these  privileges  they  we?e  to  pay  to  a  Conip^  ' 
troller,  to  be  appointed  by' their  Majesties  .(whoab- 
^ars  to  have. been  Mr.  Corbet,  to  whom  the  forhter 
patent ^a^  granted  in  l6&3)  ^.200.  per  dnfrum^.    ' 

^The  current  Silver  Coins  had  been  for  many  years  ^ 
clipped  and  adulterated,  which  practices  wefe  of 
late  secretly  carried 'on,  to  -a  ruinous  extent,  lyjr  a 
combinatid^^  <rf  almost  kH  pei^sons  conterned  in  the 
receipt  of  Money,  and  at  the  same  time  industriously 
promoted  by  the  enemies  of  the  Govemment. 

0  Commons  Journals,  vol.  XI.  p.  1^.  F  Id.  p.  168. 

1  Snetling*6  Copper  Coinage,  p.  39. 
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This  dtmifiishing  and  counterfeiting  the  Money 
was  at  this  time  so  excessive,  that  what  was  good 
Silver  was  worth  scarcelv  one  half  of  its  current  va- 
lue,  whilst  a  great  part  of  the  Coins  was  only  Iron, 
Brass,  or  Copper  plated,  and  some  no  more  than 
washed  over. 

The  nation  sofi^red  most  severely  from  this  evil 
ti¥  its  consequences  to  trade,  and  the  government 
experienced  almost  equal  inconvenience  with  re^ 
^peet  to  its  supplies.  For  a  long  time  both  the  go- 
vimiment  and  the  people  had  beheld  their  specie,  as 
it  were  melting  away  before  their  eyes,  and  almost 
«iery  man  was  become,  in  some  way  or  other,  a 
Mbber  of  the  publick ;  for  he  who  neither  debased 
nor  diminished,  yet  either  hoarded  or  sold  what  fell 
into  his  hands  undebased  or  undimished.  Whilst 
every  nation  in  Europe  tbiat  had  any  monied  or 
^mmercial  connexions  with  England,  and  more 
IMrticularly  the  Dutch  ^  drew  some  advantage  from 
the  irregular  state  to  which  the  coinage  was  reduced. 

'  '  Tbe  writers  on  the  opposition  side  made  no  difficulty  to  as- 
i«Ft>  that  the  remittances  for  the  charge  of  the  war  every  year 
jdoried  onh  of  the  Kingdom  fi'om  a  million  and  a  half  to  two 
•^Uons  of 'Money,  either  in  specie  or  bullion,  which  was  the 
same  thing }  that  all  this  wealth  not  only  centered  in  H<^n4^ 
but  was  negotiated  there  a  thousand  ways  to  our  prejudice ;  that 
as  our  Coin  degenerated  from  bad  to  worse,  they  either  refused 
to  take  it  at  all,  or  took  it  by  weight,  which  generally  reduced 
ttie  value  to  half  its  denomination  ;  that  the  heavy  part  of  it  they 
first  clipped  as  close  as  possible,  and  then  remitted  it  hitther 
^^ii^^  where  it  was  current  by  tale^  that  the  light  they  melted 
down>  and  debased  into  their  own  Schellings,  which  became  the 
currency  of  the  army,  and  by  which  they  had  all  the  profits  of 
the  coinage,  &c. ;  that  when  the  Bank  of  England,  in  virtue  of  a 
clausd  in:.their  charter  for  that  purpose,  would  have  erected  a 
Mint  in  Flaqders;  ia  order  to  secure  that  branch  of  profit  to 
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Th^  tmie,  however,  was  now  come,  when  the  ctirci 
of  these  dkordeirs  could  be  no  longer  deferred,  and 
the  government  was  imperiously  called  upon  to  apply 
strong  and  efiectual  remedies. 

Mr.  Fleetwood,  afterward  Bishop  of  Ely,  eeemt 
to  hav^  been  the  first  who  gave  a  publick  alarm  of 
the  danger  which  threatened  the  nation^  from  the 
supineness  with  which  those  ne&rioua  practices  had 
been  so  long  connived  at.  . 

In  a  Sermon  upon  the  23d  chapter  of  Genmav 
verse  l6th «,  which  was  preached  before  the  L^fd 
Mayor  at  Guildhall  Chapel  on  the  l6th  of  Deeem^ 
ber,  he  pointed  out  the  mischiefs  arising  from  the 
debasing  of  the  Coins,  either  in  weight  or  fineness, 
and  the  sinfulness  of  the  practice,  as  being  a  fraud 

themselves,  the  Dutch  not  only  refused  to  grant  them  that  pri- 
▼ilege  in  any  province  of  theirs,  but  also  prevailed  on  their  neigh- 
bours to  refuse  it  too  3  that  whereas  in  the  beginning  of  the  Mrar 
they  allowed  43  Schellings  for  a  Pound  sterling,  they  gradUaM|r 
lowered  that  consideration  to  28  -,  that  a  great  part  of  our  base 
Coin  was  minted  in  Holland,  and  from  thence  obtruded  upon 
U8  j '  that  after  having  beat  down  the  value  of  Guineas  abroad  to 
nineteen  Shillings  sterling,  they  remitted  them  to  EnglaiuL 
where  they  were  current  for  thirty  3  that  all  foreign  Gold,  risinfj^ 
in  value  in  exact  proportion  to  this  rise  upon  Guineas,  they  took 
the  advantage  to  buy  up  our  grain  and  manufactures  with  itj  vtA 
thereby  enabled  themselves,  at  our  loss,  to  forestall  and  under- 
sell us  in  all  the  markets  of  Europe  3  that  so  long  ago  as  1691 
Sir  iDudley  Noith  had  proposed  remedies.  [Ralph's  History  of 
England,  vol.  If.  page  566.]  It  will  be  easily  seen,  thai  a  great 
deal  of  the  above  was  merely  party  representaticdn,  and  thaS  aa 
many  of  the  instances  the  Dutch  only  took  a  fair  advantage  of  the 
state  to  which  our  coinage  was  reduced.  The  other  particulanA 
it  is  probable,  were  much  exaggerated. 

>  "And  Abraham  weighed  to  Ephron  the  Silver  which  he  had 
aamed  in  the  audience  of  the  Sons  of  Heth,  four  hundred  she- 
kels  of  Silver,  evurrent  Mon^  with  the  meithaot." 
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opMK/dyfei^lpQnodovhoi  irteciYedr.  themiiKhjBnJl^ 

they  were  guilty  of  no  crime  against  their  neighlmMr^ 
bbcauaei  the:>  inj^tt!^  of  nd  ^labttoufaHr^.'  petcMi  ^ivaa  (lie- 
AgBiid  &}rith6ar;i  ;:,•»'.  r'-^iiW/  -^  ''■  '-v.  ,,  ■,.([  f^j 
?i/IHJOfalscbpp»iieMditbqtC^aiMltie8i'whi(f^  6n& 

^Hii^vr/Uftkfi^oM  speed jftrreixied.yi>shoviW:i]ie  bppJied^Af^ 
the  evil ;  namely,  that  the  time  must  come  wAm^ 
^•Mfweyi^^rcnlld.bQinoiloniget^ttrtetttbyf 
^ighlt^oiMbef)/Itl^  ^oiodcH^-peopk:  woiild^be  «wt 
vinced,  of  what  th^jp^Qotid^otal  thMtiioe:  im^rit 
»Wp4<jtw«w«yi}d?:«g(t  ivjrfj  <ymiid^Bj.thai:ictippe^.siTpre 

aitrtJiy  tble^tftnd>i)t*li©ri>(««Aly)Betwhfc9mi^ 
u^i9  tbe,t^wfiiy%tQt  fer^'ng.up  ttioif?  h^sevrtldi 
that  they  did  as  well  deserve  their  chains  and  halters. 
^' AiVd  !^o  can  t^Hf^iai^dlfe,  "  wh^her;  6r^y  Mgh 
person  must  not'fceafr  1^is  ipwn  hufden!,and  stajid  to 

Ss^%mVi  pii  41  ;tto^tvi^,wA0twg)pC4v^^^^'«'^*»>^^ 

^  M<&My  that^/beiis  tmaatelr  of  ^  %.  Andif.he  fliiif^ 
*iier  dry" will  l5e  Mfei  thlit ^f  Egyfit^  l©ad  and  uniiwr^ 
sat;^ter"eydf y  fetnlly"  Will,  be  a  loser.  Btt  it  ^!» 
f|i!l  seve/jg^t  upoli'tht^'podr,  %ho  from  a  little  cah 
sjpare  none/        -  -.j 

I  JFram  tlief  ext^t  to  wlwpjj  ij^jqi  clipping  bad  ,^en 
cjflffried)  which' He  estimated ^ at  < nearly  one  half/  he! 
s^l^pected  that  covetousrie^s,  as  well  as  lux  ury,  was 
a|t  the  bottom  olf  that  crime,  and  that  som«  p<eople* 
ifould  grow  rich  thereby,  as  well  as  others  feed  their. 
vices  and  neceesities  ;  "  for>"  coa^inited  h^.  ^f^^tdties! 
nof  seern~probable  that  so  much  JVIpney  ^ouI<r,he 
spent  ]>yi,lfao8e  poor  and  meaip.  wretdies,  wbor^ara 
c^nfintifihty  tliscifvered  to  live^by  this  unjiftPf  atiii 
wicked^^actictj :  tjie  $uin  i ^  jiiuch  tdo'big^fortli^ 
and  one  cannot  well  account,  how  almost  all  tlie  old 
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0 

Stiver "tthstHbircuktes  round  thffinatiofr,  9h«mkhaMS|C 
mto  *tiH»e  fclipfiers^  ^hands  in  the  coippafiig  of  at'lenr! 

"^  Queen /Mftiyfdeoeased  tJt  Kemington]^  offttseiSddof 
of  December,  after  which  event  thc»  K<rig?sr>hepd 
and  ny\e^ot^y  ivere  placed  upofi^tliie'6t>iQ9y'i»idIlhe 
interlink^  letters  wand  m  on  th^  Re^eyte^w,^it^ 
<$tliltted.^     ^   *-  ■•  '--      f  -'^-^    .  ij  ?  rub 

'"^Soion -after^airds  the  attention  of  BaWi^ftimilf  ^^fi^ 
direct^  to  tbe  stat«  of  the  €otns  by  M r:  MonKdl gl^ 
then  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.'       '*  ^'     . /.  ♦  v 

^^l«94-5.  The  first  step  that  was  taken  wai>alA! 
appoititment-tyf  a  Committee  upon  the  8th  ^P^&£ 
iiniBh'y\  to  receive  proposals  how  to  pretent  cli^p 


ti 


^*t  Mr.  Fleetwood's  Sermon  against  dipping,  pp.  17.^x^1  l^]/|t 
was  printed,  by  desire  of  the  Court,  in  auarto,  1694. 

"  Mr.  Lowndes  has  given  a  coin|aitation  of  tlie  commoj^ 
weight  0^  a  hutidred  )X)unds  by  t^le/  ift  ordina]7  Silver  Mbfiey  ti^ 
that  time,  talcen  from  a  "medium  of  the  tbagB,  weighed*  1^  tfcia^ 
Reoeipt  of  Exchequer  in  May,  June>  and  h^Y>  169$;  whi^l^  wi^ 
sliew,  in  some  degree,  bow  far  the  Coins  were  .thea^(^inii^ed^. 


Wh«t  tbey  ottifbt 
to  weigh. 

Weig:ht  attbe^l^x- 
cbequer. 

'    Dl/ficieh'c^"    ''' 

40 

74 

133 

'   120 

105 

100 

OS.        dwt.    gv. 
15,483'    16     16 
28,645       1     20 
51,483     14     22 
46,451     10      0 
40^645       1       6 
38,709     11     16 

ot. 
8,095 

14,373 
27,318 
23^496 
20,890 
19,588 

dwt 
5 

0 
15 
15 

5 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

OZ.  ,     dwt^    ■». 

7,38g     11^16 
14,371     li5^'i« 
24,165,    \4      2 
22,054  '  15"^^  Ci^ 
19,745       6  d-^e:! 
19,121   .    a  j^^ 

*  * 

1^ 
& 

572 

221,418     16      8 

113,771 

5 

0 

107,647     11      S 

V 

[See  Essay  for  the  Amen^nient  of  the  Silver  Coirts,  page  159.]^^^^' 
^'  From  that  table  it  appears,  that  572^  bags  ooiAadning  iht^l^ 
s6'^7,9O0,  and  which  should,  according  ^9  the  l#w  of  tbQiMn^« 
have  weighed  221,418  oz.  16  dwt.  8gr.  difi  weigh  only  li^tlT7^^ 
oz.  5  dwt.    So  that  the  medium  of  th^  weight  of  each' hundred 
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pingfof  the  jQoin  for  the  future  4  and  the  expottatioa 
of  Silver,  and  ^areport  tb^  same  ta  the  Hooae^^ 

The  Resolutions  of  the  Committee  were  rend  upoa 
Uiq  12itb  of  IVfarch,  and  were  as  follows : 

1.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee^  tha<» 
the  best  wajr  to  prm^enjt  clipping  the  Silver  Ooin  of 
$l)e  K^gdom,  for  the  future^  is  to  new  coin  tho 
same  into  milled  Money. 

^   3.  That  one  million  is  t.  sufficient  sum  to  make 
good  thu  deficiency  of  the.  present  clipped  Coins.  ' 
.3.  That  the  Crown  and  Half  Crown,  heFeafter  to 
beooinady  shall  be.of  the  present  weight  and  fineness. 

pounds  was  only  198  oz.  18  dwt.  instead  of  387  oz.  1  dwt.  ^2  gr. 
which  the  same  should  have  weighed ;  and  that  there  was  conse- 
quently upon  each  hundred  Pounds^  at  a  medium^  a  deficiency  of 
188  oz.  3  dwt.  22  gr.  in  weiglit ;  making  the  value  in  Money 
of  ^48.  12^.  4(L  nearly.  And  again  |t  appeared  by  an  account  I 
{^i.  e.  Mr.  Folkes]  have  seen  of  Tiiomas  Neale^  Esq.  then  Mfister 
and  Worker  of  the  Mint,  that  the  weight  of  790,860  lb.  I  oz.  19 
gr.  coined  out  of  the  clipped  Silver  Money  sent  in  from  the  Ex- 
chequer,  was  the  produce  of  sSA,69B,S03  \bs,^d.  of  the  said 
Money  in  tale;  according  to  which  acj^ounl  there  was,  at  a 
medium,  a  deficiency  upon  each  hundred  Pounds  of  the  said  Mo« 
ney^  of  184  oz.  18  dwt.  16  gr.  }n  weight,  makiog  the  value  in  Mo- 
iiejrof  j^.47  15«.  lOd. 

"  But  if  the  Money  was  so  much  deficient  at  a  inedium,  some 
<lf  the  pai'ticular  pieces  must  have  been  yet  niore  enormously  di-' 
Aiinished  ;  and  I  myself  [i.  e.  Mr.  Folkes]  have  seen  those  that 
wanted  full  three-fourths  of  their  lawful  weight.  Whith  justifies 
i^hat  1  have  heard  jocularly  said,  that  there  were  Half  Crowns  Uien 
<furrent  in  pajrment,  that  there  were  each  seven  Shillings  and  six 
l^lnce  too  light,  by  which  it  was  meant,  that  they  wrere  so  defec- 
tive, that  one  of  them»  being  put  into  the  balance,  wanted  the  addi- 
tion of  three  more  of  the  same  sort  to  make  up  the  wnght  of 
^2  troy  grains  and  a  quarter,  which  is  nearly  that  itf  W»  tik^-' 
il^aished  Half  Crown/'     [Folkes,  page  UT^  note.] 

^  Commons  Jounudsi  vol.  XI.  page  200.    " 
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4*  Tbat'tbe  Crtmn  peoe  shall  go  at  five  Shilltng» 
and  six  Pence,  and  the  Half  Crown  at  two  Shillings 
send  nine  Pence. 

5.  That  the  present  milled^  Crown  and  Half 
Crown  go  at  the  same  rate. 

6.  That  all  Money,  to  be  coined  under  the  deno^ 
mination  of  the  Half  Crown,  shall  have  a  Rem^y  of 
six  Pence  in  the  ounce. 

7*  That  for  as  much  of  the  present  Coin  as  any 
person  brings  into  the  Mint^  he  shall  have  weight  for 
weight,  and  theorerptus  by  a  bill  or  ticket,  at .  .  .  per 
cent,  on  a  fund  to  be  appropriated  for  that  purpose. 

8.  That  the  present  laws  against  clipping  be  en* 
forced  by  some  additions. 

9.  That  all  persons,  whose  professions  require  such 
like  tools  or  engines  as  may  be  made  use  of  for  coin- 
ing or  clipping,  be  obliged  to  register  their  names 
and  places  of  abode ;  and  that  it  be  penal  on  sueh  as 
do  neglect  to  do  the  same. 

10.  That  it  be  penal  on  all  such  persons  on  whom 
clippings  are  found. 

11.  That  it  be  penal  on  all  such  persons  as  give 
more  for  any  Silver  Coin  than  it  ought  to  go  for 
by  law. 

12.  That  no  presses,  such  as  are  used  for  coining; 
he  in  any  other  place  than  his  Majesty's  Mint. 

13.  That  it  be  penal  on  all  such  persons  as  shall 
import  any  clipped  or  counterfeit  Money. 

14.  That  it  be  penal  on  any  person  to  export 
English  Bullion,  and  the  proof  to  lie  upon  the  ex* 
porter. 

And  that  it  be  penal  on  any  person  to  counterfeit 
any  foreign  mark  upon  Bullion. 

Upon   these  Resolutions  being  read,  it  was  re- 
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ftofved^  that  the  Mouse  would,  on  Satunby  morniog 
next,  take  the  Report  into  consideration  ^. 

These  Resolutions  were  printed  in  the  Votes,  bjr 
mistake,  though  ^hey  were  hot  considered,  nor 
agreed  to,  by  the  House ;.  and  therefore  it  was  or* 
dered  that  in  the  Votes  of  March  15th  notice  should 
be  given  of  the  mistake,  and  that  the  matter  thereof 
remained  yet  to  be  determined  by  the  House  *. 

On  the  1 8th  of  diat  month  the  Lords  desired  the 
concurrence  of  the  Commons,  in  a  Bill  which  they 
had  passed,  intituled,  an  Act  to  prevent  the  coun- 
terfeiting and  clipping  the  Coin  *;  which  the  Com* 
nons  did,  after  making  several  amendments,  to 
which  the  Lords  agreed  ^. 

1695.  The  Commons  also,  upon  the  28th  of  the 
same  month,  ordered  that  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee, appointed  to  receive  proposals  for  preventing 
the  clippihg  of  the  Silver  Coin  of  the  Kingdom, 
sholitd  be  taken  into  consideration  on  the  following 
Tuesday  «.  But  it  was  not  brought  forward  on  that 
day,  nor  at  any  future  time,  although  several  differ- 
ent days'  were  appointed  for  that  purpose.  The 
reason  for  which  was,  that  the  Report  was  founded 
upon  the  principle  of  a  reduction  of  the  istandard, 
which  the  Chancellor  of  tlie  Exchequer  was  deter* 
termined  not  to  adopt,  and  he  at  last  carried  his  • 
point  by  a  very  ^mall  majority  ^, 

7  Commons  Journals,  vol.  XI.  page  266.  <  M.fmge^T^* 
^  Id.  page  276.  b  id.  pages  312  and  327.  ^  Id.  i>ag«  285* 
*  ^  Lord  Liverpool  attributes  the  opposition  which  Mr.  Monta- 
fpae  met  with,  in  carrying  this  measure  through  the  Ilouse^  to 
party  motives,  from  tiie  circumstance  of  the  Kingdom  being .1^ 
diftt  time  divided  into  two  gi^aat  foctions.  He  says,  that  the 
ChaaotUor  of  the  Exche^iier  lost  in  the  Hajaee  of  Commoniii^  at 


'the  Coin  of  the  Kingdpm.  received  ;the  JRoy^J  A^J^t 

^9n  th^  ad  of  May.  - . ..    ^      .|  ,  r  ;  •   <  T 

.  ^It  beg^n  with  stating,  ^as^the  c^si?  jfer  itj^e^^t- 
ment,  that  it  was  manifest,  that' of  late  yeara  ^he  cur- 
rent  Coin  of  the  Kinfjlo^n  JV^gyva^-eytJ^  diji^iipisKed 
by  clipping,  roundiQg,,iiIing,,and  p^Uir^th?.^?^.^ ; 
and,  likewise,  that  njiajiy  fc^l^e  ^nd  cjju^t^^fqit  Cf>\r^^ 
yf^vfi  clipped  fof  thp  >eft^i;  djsguisjr^g.tliecfptif ^nd 
that  it  was  appareiit  t)i^t,,tbpa|p  pP»<ftices,^(^^e  yg^jr 
much  occasioned  by.  tjicjse  jjerjipjas^w^p  4^ove.a  ^a^ 

of  epcchanging.  brpa4/H9P^  ^?^^  i^'^iRIf^f^^^^ 
and  .by  other  arts  ai^4^.4^^^        .„'  ,.n      *.?i     ^..^^^ 
It  was  therefore  enacted, ^tbgit^  ^fti^r  jflJLe}|ifpt,dj^ 

of  ]\Iay  in  thf  jear^|6^^,  ijp^  p^r^Qn^qr  flcrson.siVfc 
soever  shonjd^exc^T^^,  ]?,nvly.§^l!,.borr^w^^or  W, 
receive  or  p^jj^  ^  any  Jbxg^  .3i^v?r  Money,  or^.Sjjyj^r 
Money  upclipp^d,  ^f)^vi(i^.C;flj|i  9]?  the  Rjngd{>«i,^£Qr 
more  in  tale,  ben^|i^^6,t« ,  pr.advant^e^jfl^^^iJjp 
same  w^s  coined  fqr^,^nd.^oujg^t^,lyj^w  tq  gq*  ,|]p|S 
on  p^in  of  forfeiting  .^l^e  sy ro,  qf  t^^p.Pfjjya^f  foj;  e^ 
twenty  Shillings  $0  ^x^hpijg^i;!^  4?,  ^^^4,89  Ji^,  gij^- 
po^tion  for  ^ny  gifaj^i^  Qr,t^8s§r,>qp) ;.  ,01^^.  W^^ 
•    t^hereof  to  hi$  ^ajesfy^.^^d^l^^  pth^r.  n^ 

person  who  s^f>\j\d  9i|epf  ir^form  for  t||e^s^rf»e,  ^.,j^, 
T|iat  no  person  should  presqrijfe  to  cAs.t  jpgp^^ 

firsts  many  questions  essential  totlii  success  6F  the  measures  ^ 
intended.  By  J[)ringing  however  the  same  propositions  repeatedly 
ilncfeP^he^cSbrtsidiBration  of  the  ftouse,  he  carried  them  at  last, 
thofugh  by  very  small  misgorities.  [Letter  to  the  King  on  ihe 
Cbins  of  the  llealm,  page  72.]  This  last  circumstance  migjl 
have  led  his  Lordship  to  suspect,  that  the  Chancellor  of  the  E^ 
dRequer  urged  on  his  measures  in  opposition  to  the  good  sense  3 
tlfe  people  at  larg^,  and  carded  theto  aif  last,  nof  ly'  str^ngtfna^ 
a^^efrtKbtttbyiJtectcrticmofihflueYice/  .^-W::^ 

VOL.  III.  C  C 
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•bars  of  Silver,  in  imitation  of  the  Spanish,  or  coun- 
terfeit any  of  the  Spanish  marks  thereon,  on  pain  of 
forfeiture,  and  of  the  penalty  of  five  hundred  Pounds* 

That  if  any  person  should  buy,  or  sell,  and  know- 
ingly have  in  his  possession  any  clippings  or  filings 
of  the  current  Coin  of  the  Kingdom,,  he  should  for^ 
feit  the  same,  and  also  five  hundred  Pounds,  and 
should  be  branded  in  the  right  cheek  with  a  hot 
iron  with  the  letter  r,  and  suffer  imprisonment  until 
payment  of  the  said  five  hundred  Founds.    ' 

That  no  molten  Silver  should  be  exported  unless 
first  marked  at  Goldsmiths'  Hall ;  nor  unless  a  Cer- 
tificate should  be  first  obtained,  under  the  hand  of 
one  or  more  of  the  Wardens  of  the  said  Hall,  of  oath 
having  been  made  before  them  by  the  owner  thereof, 
and  likewise  by  one  credible  witness,  that  the  same 
was  lawful  Silver,  and  that  no  part  thereof  was  (be- 
fore the  same  was  molten)  the  current  Coin  of  the 
realm,  nor  Clippings  thereof,  nor  Plate  wrought 
within  the  Kingdom  ;  and  that  the  Wardens  should 
have  power  to  seize  and  detain  all  such  molten  Sil- 
ver, oflfered  to  be  marked,  as  the  person  ofiPering 
should  not  prove  to  be  lawful  Silver,  by  his  or  her 
oath,  and  the  oath  of  one  credible  witness  ;  and  that 
all  Bullion,  not  so  stamped,  that  should  be  shipped^ 
might  be  seized  by  the  Oflicers  of  the  Customs. 

That  no  Broker,  not  being  a  trading  Goldsmith 
or  Refiner  of  Silver,  should  buy  or  sell  any  Bullion 
or  molten  Silver,  on  puin  of  imprisonment  for  six 
months,  without  bail  or  mainprize. 

That  it  should  be  lawful  for  one  or  more  Wardens 
of  the  Goldsmiths'  Company,  with  any  two  or  tpore 
of  the  Coi^rt  of  Assistants,  within  the  compass  of  jthe 
Bills  of  Mortality,  and  any  two  Justices  of  the  Peace 
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without  the  same,  to  enter  into'  the  house^  &c.  of 
any  person  suspected  to  be  guilty  of  buying  or  sell- 
ing unlawful  Bullion,  wd  to  search  for  the  same ; 
and^  in  case  of  rd^usal,  to  break  open  any  door,  &c. 
And  if  the  persons  so  searching  should  find  any  such 
unlawful  Bullion^  they  were  required  to  seize  both 
it  and  the  person  or  persons  in  whose  possession  it 
should  be  found,  and  in  case  such  Bullion  should 
not  -be  proved,  by  the  oath  of  the  person  or  persons 
in  whose  possession  it  was  found,  and  likewise  of  one 
credible  witness,  not  to  be  the  current  Coin  of  ;the 
realm)  (before  it  was  molten,)  nor  clippings  thereof, 
that  then  such  person  or  persons  should  be  comr 
tnitted  to  prison,  and  if,  updn  trial  on  an  indictment 
for  melting  the  current  Silver  Coin  x>f  the  realm,  he 
or  they  should  not  prove,  by  the  oath  of  one  credible 
witness  at  the  least,  that  the  same  was  lawful  Bui- 
lion,  and  for  want  of  such  proof  should  be  found 
guilty  of  the  offence  contained  in  such  indictment, 
he  or  they  should  then  sixSer  imprisonment  for  six 
months,  without  bail  or  ms^nprize. 

That,  in  order  to  encourage  the  di«;overy  of  clip- 
pers and  counterfeiters  of  the  Coin,  a  reward  of  forty 
Pounds  should  be  paid  upon  conviction  of  any  person 
guilty  of  the  same,  or  of  bringing  into  the  Kingdom 
any  dipt,  false,  or  counterfeit  Coin. 

That  any  person  who  had  been  guilty  of  clippiiig, 
&c.  and  should  afterwards  discover  two  or  more  per-  * 
sons  guilty  of  the  same,  should,  upon  their  convic- 
tion, receive  his  Majesty's  pardon. 

And  if  the  person  making  such  discovery  should 
be  an  apprentice,  hb  should  be  deemed^  and  was  de^ 
clared  to  be,  a  freeman,  ^nd  should  and  might  exer- 

c  c  2 
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cise  any  lawful  trade^  &c.  as  if  he  bad  served  his  fuH 
apprenticeship. 

That^  in  case  of  the  seizure  of  any  Bullion  shipped 
for  exportation^  the  proof  whether  it  be  English  or 
Foreign  Bullion  should  lie  upon  the  owner,  claimer, 
or  exporter  thereof. 

That  if  any  Bullion^  ajtoweid  by  the  Act  to  be  ex- 
ported, should  be  entered  in  a  false  name,  the  whole 
of  it  should  be  forfeited. 

That  the  provisions  of  the  Act  should  not  extend 
to  prohibit  the  exportation  of  such  Bullion  as  should 
be  licensed  by  his  Majesty,  provided  the  satne  should 
be  exported  before  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1695, 
and  shpuld  not  exceed  seven  hundred  thousand 
ounces  of  Silver,  to  be  applied  for  the  payment  of 
his  Majesty's  forces*. 

This  Act,  according  to  Burnet,  had  no  other  effect 
but  to  alarm  the  Nation,  and  to  sink  the  value  of  the 
Money  in  Exchange.  Guineas,  which  were  equal 
in  value  "to  twenty-one  Shillings  and  six  Pence  in 
Silver,  rose  to  thirty  Shillings ;  that  is  to  say,  thirty 
Shillings  sunk  to  twenty-one  Shillings  and  six 
Pence  ^.  All  the  perfect  and  unclipped  Silver 
Coins  were  hoarded,  and  appeared  no  more*;  and 
the  Guineas  would  have  risen  to  a  still  higher  rate, 
if  the  OflScers  of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  Receivers 


>  e  statute  6  and  7  William  III.  chap.  I7. 

f  History  of  his  own  Tune,  vol.  IL  p.  140.  "This  publick 
disgrace^"  he  says,  further,  "  put  on  our  Coin,  when  the  evil  was 
not  cured,  was  in  effect  a  great  point  carried,  hy  which  there  was 
an  opportunity  given  to  sink  the  credit  of  the  Government  ftiid  of 
th^  Publick  Funds/'  ^ 
. '.  g  See  Lowndes^  page  114. 
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of  the  Publick  Revenue^  had  not  refused  to  receive 
them  in  payment  at  the  increased  value  \ 

That  Clause  of  the  Scotish  Statute  of  1S86  which 
prescribed  the  trial  of  every  journay  of  Coin  by  itself 
distinctly,  was  repealed  in  the  fifth  Session  of  the 
first  Parliamentof  King  William,  which  was  holden 
at  Edinburgh  on  the  gth  of  May  in  this  year,  and 
the  assay  was  ordered  to  be  made  by  taking  and 
making  trial  of  any  ohe  or  more  single  Journals,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Lords  of  Council,  and  then  by 
melting  all  the' other  Journals  into  one  mass^ 

At  this  time,  it  seems  that  the  current  Coins  of 
Ireland  were  exported  in  great  quantities,  on  account 
of  the  rise  of  Gold  and  Silver  in  other  parts.  It  was 
therefore  deemed  expedient  to  raise  the  value  of  the 
Foreign  Coins  then  current  in  that  Kingdom,  whiclj 
was  accordingly  done  by  Proclamation  upon  the 
2dth  of  May,  when  they  were  declared  to  be  current 
at  the  following  rates,  viz. 

Gold. 

Weight.  Value, 

dwt.gr.        aS'    s.      d. 

The  Spanish  or  French  Pistole    4     8  —  1     1     0 

The  Spanish  or  French  Half  Pis- 
tole - --24  at  0  10     6 

Silver. 

TheDuccatoon  -    -    -    --20  16  —  06     8 

The  Half  and  Quarter  in  pro- 
portion. 

h  Draft  of  an  int^ded  Report  on  the  State,  o^  the  Coins  by  the 
late  Lord  Liverpool. 

i  Scots  As^^ith  Session  of  first  Patiiament  of  Kin^  WiDiana, 
^hap.  XYIL  Act  anent  the  Mint. 
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Silver.      Wdght  Value. 

dwt.  gr.       £,    s.     d. 

The  Mexico,  Sevil,  or  Pillar  Piece 
of  Eight,  the  Rix  Dollar,  or 
Cross  Dollar,  and   all   other 
Dollars,  and  the  French  Lewis  17     0  —  0     5     4 
The  Half  and  Quarter  in  pro- 
portion. 
The  old  Peru  Piece  of  Eight       17     0—  0     410 
The  Half  and  Quarter  in  pro- 
portion. 
The  Crusadoe  of  Portugal  -    -10  30  —  p     3     6 
The  Half  in  proportion. 

Two  Pence  to  be  allowed  for  each  Grain  deficient 
in  the  weight  of  any  piece  of  Gold,  and  three  Half- 
pence for  each  half-pennyweight  wanting  in  any 
Piece  qf  Silver.  With  those  allowances  the  Coins 
were  to  be  received  in  all  payments. 

The  Proclamation  further  declared,  that  the 
weights  then  in  use  in  that  Kingdom,  by  virtue  of 
a  Proclamation  issued  by  the  Earl  of  Arran,  Lord 
Deputy  of  Ireland,  bearing  date  the  6th  day  of 
June,  1683,  and  qo  other,  should  continue  to  be 
used  for  the  weighing  of  all  the  several  sorts  of  Coins 
above-mentfoned  K 

Although  no  mention  is  made  in  this  Proclamation 
of  the  value  of  English  Gold  and  Silver  Coins,  yet 
Mr.  Simon  is  of  opinion,  that  from  this  time  may  be 
dated  the  rise  of  their  value  in  Ireland  ;  the  Guinea  to 
twenty-six  Shillings  ;  the  Half-Guinea  to  thirteen ; 
the  Crown  to  five  Shillings  and  ten  Pence;  tiie 
Half-Crown  to  two  Shillings  and  eleven  Pence ;  the 
Shilling  to  fourteen  Pence;  and  the  Sixpence  to 
seven  Pence  ^. 

^  SimoD^  Appendix,  No  XCV,  1  Idem,  page  67* 
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On  the  26th  of  November,  the  King*9  Speech 
was  read  in  the  House  of  Qommons  by  the  Speaker. 
In  it  his  Majes^ty  said  :  "  I  must  likewise  take  no- 
tice of  a  great  difficulty  we  lie  under  at  this  time, 
by  reason  of  the  ill  state  of  the  Coin ;  the  redress  of 
which  may  perhaps  prove  a  further  charge  to  the 
Nation  ;  but  this  is  a  matter  of  so  general  concern, 
and  of  so  very  great  importance,  that  I  have  thought 
fit  to  leave  it  entirely  to  the  consideration  of  my 
Parliament.*' "» 

By  desire  of  the  Lords,  a  conference  was  held  with 
them,  upon  this  subject,  on  the  5th  of  December 
following*  When  the  Managers  on  the  part  of  the 
Commons  returned  to  the  House,  it  was  reported 
that  the  Lords,  taking  into  consideration  the  ill 
state  of  the  Coin,  and  finding  the  mischiefs  arising 
thereby  very  grievous  and  general,  for  the  preventr, 
ing  the  further  growth  of  so  great  an  evil,  and  to- 
wards the  remedying  of  it,  in  some  measure,  con- 
ceived it  necessary  to  come  to  a  resolution  of  making 
the  following  Address,  to  which  they  desired  the 
concurrence  of  the  House  : 

'*  We  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  assem-- 
bled  in  Parliament,  having  taken  into  our  most  seri- 
ous consideration  the  great  mischief  which  is  brought 
upon  this  your  Kingdom,  by  reason  that  the  Coin 
which  passeth  in  payment  is  generally  clipped  ;  and 
that  no  other  remedy  is  like  to  prove  efiectual  for 
preventing  the  increase  of  this  evil,  but  to  m^ke 
clipping  unprofitable  for  the  future,  do  most  humbly 
address  to  your  Majesty,  to  issue  out  your  Royal 
Proclamation,  declaring,  that  from  no 

^  Commons  Journals,  vol.  XI«  p.  839. 
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clipped  Money  should  pass^  in  any  payments^  as  the 
current  Coin  of  this  Kingdom.**  ** 

This  was  taken  into  consideration  on  the  follow- 
ing day,  and  the  debate  was  adjourned.  The  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  appointed  to  consider 
the  State  of  the  Nation,  then  proceeded  upon  the 
matter  of  the  Coin,  and  of  a  fund  to  make  good  the 
deficiency  of  the  clipped  Money  ^. 

The  Resolutions?  of  the  Committee  were  re* 
ported  on  the  10th  of  December,  viz. 

2.  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that 
the  most  effectual  way  to  put  a  stop  to  the  mischiefs 
which  the  Nation  suffers  by  the  currency  of  dipt 
Money,  is  to  recoin  the  same. 

3.  That  all  clipped  M6ney  be  recoined  according 
to  the  established  standard  o^  the  Mint,  both  as  to 
weight  and  fineness. 

4.  That  the  loss  of  such  clipped  Money  as  is  Sil- 
ver [*and  coined  at  the  lawful  Mints  of  this  King- 
dom s]  shall  be  borne  by  the  publick. 

5.  That  a  day,  or  days,  be  appointed,  after  which 
no  [^clipped  Crowns  or  Half-Crowns,]  [-f-other 
than  such  as  are  milled,]  be  allowed  in  payment,  or 
to  pass  ;  except  only  to  the  Collectors  and  Receivers 
of  his  Majesty's  Revenues  and  Taxes,  or  upon  Loans, 
or  payments  in  the  Exchequer. 

6.  That  a  day,  or^ays,  be  appointed,  after  which 
[*no  clipped  Crowns  or  Half-Crowns,]  [-f^other 
than  such  as  are  milled,]  shall  pass  in  any  payment 
whatsoever. 

n  Commons  Journals^  vol.  XI.  p.  355.  o  Idem,  p.  356. 

'p  The  first  Resolution  did  not  relate  to  the  Coinage. 

4  Befcore  these  Resolutions  were  passed,  the  words  included  in 
brackets  with  *  prefixed  were  sidded^  and  those  with  f  were 
pmitted. 


7.  That  all  such  Crowns  and  Half-Crowns,  as 
they  come  into  his  Majesty's  Receipt,  be  recoined 
into  milled  Money. 

8.  That  a  day,  or  days,  be  appointed,  after  which 
no  Money  clipped  within  the  ring  be  allowed  in  pay- 
ment, or  to  pass ;  except  only  to  the  Collectors  and 
Receivers  of  his  Majesty*s  Revenues  and  Taxes,  or 
upon  Loans,  or  payments  into  the  Exchequer. 

9.  That  a  day,  or  days,  be  appointed,  after  which 
no  Money  clipped  within  the  ring  shall  pass  in  any 
payment  "whatsoever. 

10.  That  a  day,  or  days,  shall  be  appointed,  for 
all  persons  to  bring  in  their  clipped  Money,  to  be 
recoined  into  milled  Money ;  after  which  no  recom- 
pense shall  be  made  for  the  same. 

11.  That  a  Fund,  or  Funds,  be  settled  for  supply- 
ing the  deficiencies  of  the  clipped  Money. 

The  above  Resolutions  were  then  passed ' ;  and  an 
Address  founded  upon  them,  and  varying  somewhat 
from  that  of  the  Lords,  was  agreed  upon  the  14th  of 
the  same  mofith. 

In  it  they  stated  to  his  Majesty,  that  the  most 
efiectual  way  to  put  a  stop  to  the  evil  of  clipped  Mo- 
ney, was,  in  their  opinion,  to  prevent  the  currency 
thereof,  as  soon  as  his  Majesty  in  his  great  wisdom 
should  think  fit,  and  therefore  they  humbly  ad- 
dressed his  Majesty  to  issue  out  his  Royal  Procla- 
mation in  the  terms  of  the  5th^  6th,  8th^  and  9th 
Resolutions  ^ 

To  this  his  Majesty  answered,  that  he  would  issue 
bis  Proclamation  with  all  convenient  speed*. 

This  was  done  upon  the  19th  of  the  same  moiitb* 

r  Commons  Journals^  vol.  XI.  p.  356.  ■  Id.  p.  S63« 

lld.p.364. 
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The  Proclamation  first  recited  the  Addresses  of  the 
two  Houses ;  and  then  declared^  that  from  and  after 
the  1st  of  January  next,  no  clipped  Crowns  nor 
Half-Crowns  should  pass  in  any  payment,  except 
only  to  the  Collectors  and  Receivers  of  the  King's 
Revenues  and  Taxes,  or  upon  Loans,  or  payments 
into  the  Exchequer ;  nor,  from  and  after  the  3d  of 
February,  in  any  paynient  whatsoever  in  London, 
or  within  forty  miles  thereof;  aAd,  from  and  after 
the  22d  of  February,  in  no  part  of  the  Kingdom  of 
England,  Dominion  of  Wales,  and  Town  of  Ber- 
wick-upon-Tweed. That,  from  and  after  the  13th 
of  February,  no  Shillings  clipped  within  the  ring 
sfaoold  pass  in  any  payments,  except  to  Collectors, 
&c»  as  aforesaid ;  .  and,  from  and  after  March  the 
Sd,  in  no  payments  whatsoever.  From  and  after 
which  day  no  Money  whatsoever,  clipped  within  the 
ring,  should  pass  in  any  payment,  except  to  Col* 
lectors,  &c.  as  before ;  and  from  and  after  April  2<i^ 
not  to  pass  in  any  payment  whatsoever^. 

On  the  16th  of  December,  leave  -was  given  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  prohibit  tjbe  wearing  of  any  Gold 
or  Silver  during  the  war^.  But  it  was  proceeded 
with  no  further.  ' 

A  Resolution  of  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  which  it  bad  been  referred  to  qoiYsider  of 
Ways  and  Mesms  for  raising  a  Fund,  or  Funds,  for 
supplying  the  deficiencies  of  the  clipped  Money, 
was  read  and  agreed  to  on  the  17th  of  that  month, 
viz.  that  a  sum  not  exceeding  ^.1,200,000  should 
be  raised  for  that  purpose  ;  and  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Ways  and  Means  for  raising  that  sum 

u  Proelainati(Hi>  London  Gazette  in  the  British  Museuni. 
V  Commons  Joumalsj  vol.  XI.  p.  364. 
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was  referred  to  the  Cominittee  of  the  whole  House, 
appointed  for  raising  the  supply  to  be  granted  to  his 
Majesty,  for  carrying  on  the  war  against  France*. 

The  Resolutions  of  that  Committee  were  read  on 
the  30th  of  the  same  month,  to  the  following  effect : 

1 .  That,  towards  raising  the  sum  of  ^.1,200,000, 
a  Duty  be  laid  upon  all  dwelling-house  except 
cottages; 

2.  That  the  said  Duty  be  two  Shillings  yearly 
upon  each  house. 

3.  That  every  house  having  ten  windows  do  pay 
four  Shillings  yearly,  over  and  above  the  said  tw0 
ShiHings. 

4.  That  every  house  having  twenty  windows  do 
pay  eight  Shillings  yearly,  over  and  above  the  said 
two  Shillings. 

5.  That  the  said  Duties  be  paid  by  the  inhabitant* 
of  the  said  houses. 

These  Resolutions  were  then  recommitted  to  the 
said  Committee  of  the  whole  Housey;  and  on  the 
morrow  were  again  read,  with  the  addition  of  the 
following: 

6th  Resolution.  That  the  said  Duties  be  granted 
to  his  Majesty  for  the  term  of  seven  years,  and  ho 
longer^.. 

An  Act  was  passed  for  this  purpose,  nearly. in  the 
words  of  the  Resolutions,  to  commence  from  the 
25th  of  March,  1696,  and  to  continue  during  the 
said  term  of  seven  years*. 

These  Resolutions,  as  well  as  the  foregoing  ones, 
did  not  pass  the  House  without  considerable  debates. 

»  Commons  Journals,  vol.  XI.  p.  364. 

7  Idem,  p.  372. .        2  Idem,  p.  374.  , 

»  Statute  7  and  8  William  111.  chap.XVIIL  §  % 
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The  great  questions  to  be  decided  were,  whether 
it  was  necessary  or  expedient  to  recoin  the  Silver 
Money  ;  and,  if  that  were  so,  whether  the  old  standi 
ard  should  be  altered  or  retained. 

I  shall  give  an  abstract  of  the  arguments  which 
were  offered,  in  the  House,  on  both  sides  of  these 
very  important  questions  ^,  before  I  state  the  Acts  of 
this  Session  for  the  improvement  of  the  Coin. 

Against  the  Re-coinage  it  was  said  : 

That  this  was  no  fit  time  for  it,  while  the  Nation 
was  engaged  in  a  burthensome  and  doubtful  war,  by 
which  the  Kingdom  had  already  greatly  suffered, 
and  of  which  it  grew  every  day  more  sensible.  That 
therefore  the  people,  on  whose  good  affection  the 
Government  so  much  depended,  should  not  be  pro- 
voked by  fresh  grievances,  greater  than  they  had  yet 
felt,  as  those  would  certainly  be  that  must  arise  from 
the  calling  in  .the  Silver  Coin. 

That  if  this  were  done,  however  things  might, be 
managed  and  accommodated  at  home,  it  were  impos-^ 
sibie  to  maintain  either  the  commerce  or  the  war 
abroad  ;  for  neither  the  Merchant  could  be  paid  his 
bill  of  exchange,  nor  the  Soldier  receive  his  subsist- 
ence. That  this  was  to  lav  the  axe  to  the  root,  and 
to  dig  up  the  foundation  of  the  Government. 

That  if  this  design  were  prosecutejd,  trade  must 
stand  still  for  want  of  mutual  ])ayments ;  whence 
such  disorder  and  confusion  would  certainly  follow 
asf  would  discourage  and  dishearten  the  people  in  the 
highest  measure,  if  not  drive  them  to, a  perfect  de- 
spair, as  despair  would  to  the  most  terrible  extre^ 
mities.    That  therefore  the  re-coining  the  Money,  at 

^  This  abstract  is  taken  from  Kenneths  Compleat  Histqryof 
England. 
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this  time^  was  by  no  means  to  be  attempted,  without 
hazarding  all. 

In  answer  it  was  alledged,  by  those  of  a  contrary 
opinion,  at  the  head  of  whom  appeared  Mr.  Charles 
Mountague,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that 
the  mischief  would  be  fatal,  if  a  present  remedy  were 
not  found  out  and  applied. 

That,  by  reason  of  the  ill  .state  of  the  Coin,  the 
Exchange  abroad  was  infinitely  to  the  Nation's  pre- 
judice. 

That  the  Supplies,  that  were  raised  to  maintaiiu 
the  Army,  would  never  attain  their  end,  being  so 
much  diminished  and  devoured  by  the  unequal  £x* 
change,  and  exorbitant  premiums,  before  they  readi- 
ed the  Camp. 

That  this  was  the  unhappy  cause  that  the  Gtii-. 
neas  advanced  to  thirty  Shillings,  and  foreign  Gold 
in  proportion^. 

That  therefore,  to  the  Nation's  great  loss,  not  only 
the  Dutch, '  but  indeed  all  Europe,  sent  that  com- 
modity to  this  market,  and  would  continue  to  do  ^so, 
till  the  Nation  should  be  impoverished  and  undone 
by  plenty  of  Gold. 

That  we  must  exchange  for  their  Gold  our  goods^ 
or  our  Silver,  till  at  last  we  should  have  only  Gui- 
neas to  trade  withal ;  which  nobody  could  think  our 
neighbours  would  be  so  kind  as  to  receive  back,  at 
the  value  they  were  here. 

That  therefore  the  disease  would  every  day  take 
deeper  root,  infect  the  very  yitals  of  the  Nation,  and, 
if  not  remedied,  would  soon  become  incurable. 

c  A  French  Louis  d'Or  was  at  this  time  worth  twenty-four 
ShiUings.    [Ralph't  History  of  England,  vol.  II.  p.  614.] 
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That' our  Enemies  must  be  mightily  intimidated 
by  so  great  an  action,  and  would  sooner  be  induced 
to  agree  to  honourable  terms  of  peace,  in  case  they 
saw  us  able  to  surmount  this  difficulty,  by  the  re- 
trieving the  ill  state  of  the  Coin,  on  which  their 
hopes  of  the  Nation's  speedy  ruin  so  much  depended^ 
and  that  it  would*  justly  create  a  mighty  esteem 
abroad  of  the  greatness  and  wisdom  of  the  Parlia« 
ment  of  Englaftid,  which  was  able  to  conquer  such 
an  obstinate  and  almost  insuperable  evil,  in  such  a 
juncture  of  affairs. 

By  these  arguments  the  Parliament  was  deter- 
mined to  call  in  and  re-coin  the  Silver  Money, 
ehttsing  rather  to  run  the  hazard  of  some  great  in^ 
conveniences  than,  by  a  longer  neglect,  to  expose 
the  Kingdom  to  apparent  ruin. 

The  next  question,  whether  the  several  denomi'- 
nations  of  the  new  Money  should  have  the  same 
weight  and  fineness  as  the  old,  was  thus  debated: 

Those  who  were  for  raising  the  Standard  ai^ued, 
tliat  the  priceof  an  Ounce  of  Silver  Bullion  was  ad- 
vanced to  six  Shillings  and  three  Pence,  and  there- 
fore the  Standard  ought  to  be  raised  to  an  equality., 

That  the  raising  the  Standard  would  prevent  the 
exportation  of  our  Coin,  and  the  melting  of  it  down, 
which  of  late  years  had  been  much  practised,  to  the 
great  prejudice  of  the  Kingdom ;  and  that  it  would 
encourage  people  to  bring  in  their  Plate  and  Bul- 
lion to  the  Mint. 

The  Court  Party^  who  were  for  preserving  the 
old  Standard  inviolate,  urged. 

That  as  to  the  price  of  Bullion,  now  raised  to  six 
Shillings  and  three  Pence,  it  was  impossible  the  price 
of  Silver  could  rise  and  fall  in  respect  of  itself,  but 
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the  alteration  of  the  value  of  Bullon  was  merely  ia 
relation  to  diminished  Money ;  for  it  was  still  mat- 
ter of  fact,  that  with  five  Shillings  and  two  Pence 
of  new  milled  Money  they  could  buy  an  ounce  pf 
Bullion;  whilst  those  who  bought  it  with  clipped 
pieces  paid  six  Shillings  and  three  Pence. 

As  to  the  argument,  of  previenting  the  exporta- 
tion of  Money,  by  raising  the  Standard,  it  was 
answered,  that  there  was  no  possible  way  to  keep 
our  Money  at  home,  but  by  out-trading  our  neigh-r 
hours;  that  is,  by  sending  them  more  commodities^ 
or  of  greater  value,  than  we  received  from  them*. 

These  arguments  were,  in  fact,  borrowed  from 
Mr.  Lockers  pamphlet  upon  the  subjecty  who  founded 
his  reasoning  upon  the  assumed  dogma,  that  '^  an 
equal  quantity  of  Silver  is  always  of  equal  value  to 
an  equal  quantity  of  Silver.*^  ^  This  is  undeniably 
true  in  every  instance  except  that  to  which  the  Au- 
thor applied  it,  namely,  to  the  Coinage ;  for,  as  the 
Money  was  fixed  at  five  Shillings  and  two  Pence  the 
ounce,  by  Law,  it  was  impossible  that  it  should  be 
at  a]!  times  of  the  same  value  as  an  equal  quantity 
of  Bullion,  which  must  be  liable  to  perpetual  varia- 
tions of  price,  according  to  the  quantity,  and  the 
demand  for  it,  in  the  market. 

By  such  arguments  as.  the  above,  however,  orpos*- 
sibly  by  those  more  prevailing  ones  which  Mr.  Mon- 

^  Kennet's  Compleat  History  of  England,  fol.  London,  1706, 
vol.  III. 

^  Locke*s  Further  Considerations  concerning  raising  the  Value 
of  Money,  16mo,  London,  1695,  p.  2.  Whether  Mr.  Locke  weBe 
unable  to  see  the  fidlacy  of  this  dogma,  or  whether  he  actually 
did  see  it,  but  would  not  acknowledge  that  he  did,  is  a  question 
of  no  easy  solutipa. 
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tague  was  able  to  suggest  by  virtue  of  bis  office,  the 
Parliament  was  induced  to  form  the  Resolutions  of 
the  10th  of  December ;  tlie  most  important  of  which 
was,  that  the  new  Coiils  should  be  made  according 
to  the  established  Standard  of  the  Mint^  both  as  to 
weight  and  fineness* ^ 

.  The  Pro<iIamation  of  the  .19th  of  December,  by 
which  it  was  ordered  that  the  clipped  Money  should, 
until  a  certain  time,  be  received  on  account  of  iiis 
Majesty's  Revenpe,  appears  not  to  have  :been  pro- 
perly obeyed;  for,  on  the  ^d  of  Janizary  l6p5*6^  a 
Petition  was  presented  to  the  Houses  of  Commons 
(by  several  Collectors  of  the  Aid  of  four  j$ti>lliii@s  in 
the  Pound  within  the  City  of  London  Qud  County 
of  Middlesex),  stating  that  Sir  Leonard  Robip^n, 
Receiver-general  for  the  said  City  and/County,  had, 
contrary  to  the  late  Proc^ips^tion,  an4  Jto  the  great 
loss  of  the  Petitioners,  refused  to  receive  several 
great  aums,  in  Half  Crowns  of  true  Sterling  Mot^y, 
which  had  been  collected  by  then?k  upon  the  said 
Aid. 

An  humble  Address  was,  in  consequence  .of  this 
Petition,  presented  by  the  House  to  his  Majesty, 
liegging  that  he  would  be  pleased  to  issue  his  Royal 
proclamation  to  require  the  Receivers  and  Collect- 
ors of -his  Aids  and  Revenues  to  receive  clipped  Half 
Crowns,^  ami  other  flipped  Silver,. bein^  Sterling, 
according  to  his  late  Proclamation  ^.  This  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  on  the  4th  of  January,  by  a  Pro- 
clamation which  followed  nearly  the  words  of  the 
Address  ^.  .  .      j          . 

The  first  Statute,  which  ws^  mude  for  the  itaguk-* 

t  Commons  Journals^  vol.  XL  p.  376.   '  S  Id.  p.  379. 
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tion  of  the  Coin  was  passed  in  that  Session  which 
began  upon  the  22d  of  November  in  this  year,  and 
was  entitled  *^  An  Act  for  remedying  the  ill  State 
of  the  Coin  of  the  Kingdom." 

It  enacted,  that,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Feb* 
ruary  1695,  the  present  Commissioners  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Treasury,  or  any  one  or  more  of  them,  or 
the  Lord  High  Treasurer,  should^  with  the  assist- 
eiice  of  the  Chamberlains  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
Under-Treasurer,  the  Auditor  of  the  Receipt,  the 
Clerk  of  the  Fells,  and  the  Deputy  Chamberlains 
there;  or  with  the  assistance  of  any  three  or  more  of 
theiii,  and  in  the  presence  of  any  persons  who  had 
loans  owing  to  thiem.at  the  Exchequer,  and  would 
Toluntarily  offer. thecaselves  to  be  present,  cause  all 
the  dipt  Money,,  being  Sterling  Silver,. or  being 
Silver  of  a  coarser  allay  than  the  Standard,  then  ac- 
tually remaining  in  the  King's  Receipt  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, upon  the  account  of  Taxes,  Revenws, 
Loans,  or  otherwise,  to  be  exactly  numbered  or 
told,  and  to  be  also  carefully  weighed,  and  the  Tale 
and  Weight  thereof  to  be  fairly  entered  in  a  book  to 
be  kept  for  that  purpose  within  the  said  Receipt, 
whereunto  all  persons  concerned  should  have  free 
access,  at  all  seasonable  times,  without  fee  or  char^r 
and  should  thereupon  immediately  cause  all  sUch 
cHpt  Money  to  be  melted  down,  and  cast  into  in- 
gots, and  so  to  be  assayed  aiid  delivered  by  weight 
into  his  Majesty's  Mint  or  Mints,  where  the  OflScers 
were  required  to  receive  the  same,  by  Indenture,  to 
be  there  immediately  refined,  or  otherwise  reduded 
to  Sterling,  and  to  be  coined  by  the  Mill  and  Press 
into  the  current  Money  of  the  Realm,  to  hold  such 
weight  andjineness  <is  are  prescribed  hy  the  present 
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Indenture  with  his  Myestj^$  Master  and  JVhrker 
^Jbr  making  of  Silver  Monies  at  the  Tower  of  Lovr 
don ;  and  with  such  allowance,  called  the  Remedy^ 
as  is  given  to  tfie  Master  hff  the  said  Indenture : 
which  weight  andjineness  were  thereby  declared  to 
he  J  and  should  remain  to  he^  the  Standard  of  and 
for  the  lawful  Silver  Qnn  of'  the  Kingdom  ^ ;  and 
that  the  oharge  of  coining  should  not  exceed  four-* 
teen  Pen^e  upon  every  P^nnd*  weight  Troy,  and  the 
,tiaceg$ary  charge  of  melting  and  refining^ 
«     And  the  several,  Receiveri^rgeneral,  &c.  jtc.  were 
irequired  to  receive  such  dipt  Monies^  being' Ster-^ 
ling  i^lver,  or  of  a  coarser  allay  than  the  Standard, 
in  all  payments  on  account  of  bis  Majesty's  Reve- 
nues^ &c.  at  any  time  before  the  fourth  of  May,  in 
the  year  1696,  at  the  same  rate  or  value  as  if  such 
Monies  were  unclipt  or  undiitHnisfaed ;  and  should 
not  refuse  any  friece  or  pieces  of  Silver  Money,  by 
reason  or  pretence  of  their  being  worse j  or  hpiding 
.more  allay  than  Standard  Silver,  so  as  such  pieces 
should  not  evidently  appear  to  be  made  of  Copper 
or  base  nfietal  plated  ov^r  or  washed, with  Silver  only. 
The  Tellers  of  the  Sxchequer  were  also  antho- 

^  This  Clause^  which  absurdly  attempts  to  fix  the  Standard  of 
the  Silver  Coins  for  ever,  the  baleful  effects  of  which  are  felt 
^osc  severely  at  this  time  [IBIO],  is  drawn  in  the  hue  spirit  of 
Sic.  Locke's  ^tiim>  that  '*  an  Oofifle  of  Silver^  coined  or  not 
eoined^  is,  and  eternally  will  be,  of  equal  value  to  «d^  otker 
Ouace  of  Silver."  [Short  Observations  oa  a  pnoted  Papery  iati* 
tnled.  For  encouraging  the  coining  Silver  Money  in  England^ 
p.  10.]  Lord  Liverpool  says,  that  the  above  Clause  is  not  printed 
in  the  cotntnon  edition  of  the  Statutes^.  [Letter  to  the  King,  p. 
f  3.]  I  knfi^  not  why  his  LevdHhip  seiected  that  Clause  <m1y^  as 
Hie  whole  Statute  if  -omiCted  te  Ruwotington's  ediliofi. 

This  Clause  was  repealed  in  the  56  G.  IIL  cap.  68. 
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rrzed  to  receive  such  Monies  for  Loand,  except  theft 
e$houId  be  a  special  direction  to  the  contrary. 

And  it  was  farther  enacted^  that  such  Mints  as 
his  Majesty  should  erect  for  tiie  greater  ease  of  his 
Subjects,  in  the  remote  parts  of  the  Kingdom,  not 
biHng  le^s  than  Jour '\  should  be'under  the  methods 
and  directions  prescribed  by  the  Act.  '   » 

And  in  regard  that  socftf  Cbins  of  the  Reatm/for- 
tnerly  made  with  the  Hamfmer,  and  nolf  By"  the 
Mill  and  Press,  and  which  at  that  time ;  V^triaitied 
'prhole  and  unclipt,  Would' ^till  be  most  liabfe  and 
subject  to  the  petnifcli6us  crime  6(  clipjjiri^'  brid 
wunding  by  wicked  persons,  ^ho  regarded*  theSir 
own  unjust  Iu<ire  riiore  than  the  pyeservatibn  of  their 
native  Country:  fbr  the  better  pretention  thereof  it 
was  further  enacted,  that  cftery  person  having  such 
tinclipt'  hammered  Monies  in  his  possession  shoulcl, 
before  thb  t^hth  day  of  February  16&5,  or  before  he 
disposed  of  the  same,  cause  them  to  be  struck 
through,  about  the  middle  of  every  piece,  with  a 
solid  punch  that  should  make  a  hole  without  dimi*^ 
nishing  the  Silver ;  and  that  after  the  said  tenth  day 
of  February  no  unclipt  hammered  Monies,  that  isj 
as  it  is  explained  in  the  Act,  such  pieces  as  had 
botb^ringSj,,  or  the  greatest  part  of  the  lett^^rs  apr 
pearing  thereoa,  should  be  cufren^i  unless  >thejr 
were  so  struck  through^  and  if  any  piece  struilk 

>  The  Lords  objected  to  tiie  estaUishment  of  so  .many  Mkafs, 
lest  tiie  art.  of  coining  by  the  Mill  sfaoald  ba  ^covered  through 
the  miDdber  of  Workmen  wbicb  Haiist  necef sarily  be.etnplqyed> 
and  therefore  proposed,  asanameadmeiit,  to  onuft  the  words 
*'  not  being  less  than  fbur;"  but  the  ianendment  ^ai^  apon  a 
conference,  gitMi  vp  by  cba>  iJOiA^  ^Gommeftm  Joainali,  vol. 
XL  p.  ^7.3    ■    ■     /   ■  •■  "'^    ^..-c:-.  -•••     l:.  :- 
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through  nhoisld '  appear  afterwards  ta  be  cUp^  no 
person  should  tender  •«'  receive  the  «aaie  ib'  pajF- 
inent,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiting  as  much  as 
the  qlipt  Monies  so  punched*  through  should  amount 
to  in  taJe,  tO'  be^xecovered  to  the  use  of  (he  pocnr^ 
the  parish  where  such  Money  should  be  so  tendeired 
or  received.  /  , 

V  •  And  aa;  the  smaller  piettea  of  the  new  Money  to 
h^  coined '^ould  be  WiosO  useful  in  cdmmeroe^  it 
was  furt^r  enacted, .  tha^fc,  after  the  fourth  day  of 
F^hrmr^y'.l69S4  at  If^st  iG^rty  Pounds  weight  Troy 
10^  every  hondned  ihould  he  coined  imt»  Shillings 
undJep  Pounds-  weights  Troy  ioto  Sixpences^  be* 
fidts  tbe^hfirrGo]ns;5vhteh  the  Master  of  the  Mhit 
wa^  to  fxiake  out  of  the.jsame,  pareuant  to  thesaid 
indenture  of  the  Mint;  and  if  the  Master . should 
i^mt  eo  to  do^  he  should  tod^t  for  every  such  of*- 
fep^e  twenty  Pounds K. 

^  As  this  penalty  was  laid  wholly  upon  the  Mastef,  whose* 
part  was  only  (o  deliver  clean  Silver  Plates  to  the  Corporation  of 
Moniei^,  fhim  Which  they  wefe  to  make  and  miirk  the  Monies, 
tuA  f6r  whieh' thef,  by  indentta«,  were  to  have  nine  Pence 
H^i^pQi^y  per  Fouml  weight »T<oyi.an4  one  Penny  per  Pound 
more  for  the  betl^r  ai^d  ];n(|re  exact  sizing  and  makir^  th^  Money» 
it  was  thought  fit,  at  a  subsequent  period  in  this  Session^  ^to 
enact  (for  the  more  speedy 'and  e^ectual  coining  of  the  said 
Money  fnto^the  several  species,  pu^rsuant  to  the  above  Act)  that/ 
i£  4iB  Monq^s,  beu^T  supplied  with  sufibtknt  dlam  SiWer  Pistes 
by  the  Master,  should  r^fvaeor  ncgilect  to  make  itnd  mark  the 
same  into  Monies  qS  the  several  specie^  in  the  said  Act  directed, 
at  the  prices  aforesud,  or  should  not  employ  so  many  men  and 
horses  as  should  be  sufficient  to  keep  all  the  ten  Mills  (when  fur- 
nished), from  time  to  time,  in  fuU  work»  for  twenty  hours  in 
eachdfy,  it  should  and  aii^t  be.  lawful  for  the  Master  to  em- 
ploy as  many  other  persons,  and  as  many  horses,  and  to  pay 
them  for  performing  the  said  work^^as  he  should  think  needful; 
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Ani  it*  vras  provided 'thint  nothing  iii  tbe  Act 
should  extend^  or  be  conArued  •  to>  eattead,  to  en^ 
ioMeor  cMige  the  melting  down,  of  rtw?diiiiiig,  or 
to  prohibit  the  receiving  or  p^yingof  ^SixpMCcb, 
being  p£' Sterling  Silv^;  ttnd  not 'beiqig  dipt  wkbiii 
the inndroiost ring ^.    -  «>''^'  •    •  ••  * 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  express,  in  terms  tvifR'* 
dently  forcible,  the  folly*  whibbperfendes' efrery 
olaose,  relating  to  tb»  Cbin^  in  fthie 'Stetote,  thfe 
title  ik  which  might  with^  the  vAwmt  pM^ru^ty  be 
changed:  to  <<An  Act  licA*  thd  Encouragement  ofT 
Clippers  and  Counterfeiter^/'  To  thero  a  tiwfi&^^vtts 
given,  -durwg  which  the^  were  eerta&n  of  a  ttiai^M 
for  >as 'flinch  dippei  and  coilwterfeit'Moiiey^>as  ^0f 
oejuld  manufaotune^  which  ihe  Reoeivers^genqva^ 
See,  werex>bligedto  tabe,  as  if  tiiiwere  of  futt  weight  i 
whilst  a  strong  i^temptatibn  to  diminish  the  Coiws 
was  held  out  to  those  who  h^d  in  vtHeir  possessiofi 
Money  unclipt,  by  the  loose  wording  of  that  clanse 
which  liiade  them  cur;*ent  when  punched  throughj 
provi4ed  th^  had  the,  greatest  part  of  tl^  lettew 
undipped,  ^  and  denounced  a  eevere  penalty  if^tiia 
Coins  so  punched  should  not  precisely  answer  ^t6 
that  description.  The  consequence  which  resulted 
from  these  improvident  clauses  was  such  as  jo^ight 
surely  hav^.  been  easily  foreseen — a  prodigious  ium 
Queafie  of  clipped  and  counterfeit  Money,  to  the  loas^ 
BS  Burnet  says,  of  above  «  million  ^. 

A  plan  was  proposed  by  the  Lord  Keeper  Somers^ 

any  usa^,  claim,  or  contract,  or  any  other  matterV  whicli 
should  or  might  be  pretended  by  the^aid  Moniers^  to  the  con- 
traiy  notwithstanding.    [St4t. 7  ^rid e  W.  1ft.  c.  30,  §  47]' 

i  Statute  7  and  8  W.  ill.  dbapV  1.     " 

•  History  of  his  own  Tiihe/vor.  ft;  p.  147. 
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wbicoy  with  some  little  modification^  would  have 
prevented  the  evil;  but  it  was  rejected,  and  the 
proyisiocis  of  the  Statute  above  recited  were  adopted 
in  its  stead. 

.  He  proposed^  ^^tbat  a  Proclamation  should  he 
prepared  with  such  secrecy  as  to  be  published  over 
all  England  on .  the  same  day^  ordering  Money  to 
pass  only  by  weight ;  but  that,  at  the  same  time, 
during  three  or  four  days  after  the  Proclamation, 
all  persons  ip.  every  county,  that  had  Money,  should 
bring  it  in  to  be  told  and  weighed ;  and  the  difier* 
ence  was  to  be  registered,  and  the  Money  to  be 
sealed  up,  to  the  end.  of  the  time  given,  and  then 
to.bf  nestpredto^he  owners;  and  an  assurance  was 
tp  he  giyen,  that  this  deficiency  in  weight  should  be 
laid,  before  the  Parliament,  to  be  suppUed  another 
Vf9y\  and  to^  be  allowed  to  them  in  the  following 
Taicesi.  ;But  though  jthe  King  iiked  this  proposition, 
ye^s^l  >the  veatfif  the  douncil  werie  agajnst  it. 

^^^Tii&ey  .tsai^,.  this  would  stop  thie  circulation  of 
Money,  and  might  occasion  tumults  in  the  markets. 
Those  whose  Money  was  to  be  thus  weighed  would 
not  believe  that  the  diflS^rence,  between  the  tale  and 
tlie  weight,  nvould  be  allowed  them,  land  so  might 
gfojiv  ^mutinous ;  therefore  they  were  for  leaving  this 
matter  to' the  consideration  of  the  next  Parliament, 
So  this  proposition  was  laid  aside,  which  would 
have  saved  the  Nation  above  a  million  of  .Money* 
For  now,  as  all  people  believed,  that  the  Parlia- 
n}ent  would  receive  all  tlxe  dipt  Money  in  its  tale, 
clipping  went  on,  and  became  more  visibly  scandar 
lous  than  ever  it  had  been."  " 

"r        *"  ^ 

n  Burnet*s  History  of\BS4^}^n  Time,  vol*  II.  p.. 147. 
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By  an  Act^  for  gf  anting  to  his  Majesty  an  Aid  k^ 
fonr  Shillings  in  the  Pound  for  one  Year,  for  c&ny^ 
ing  on  the  War  with  France,  it  was  provided  that  it 
should  be  lawful  for  any  persons  who  should  be  as- 
sessed by  virtue  of  the  said  Act  for  any  Manors, 
Land,  &c.  at  any  time  before  the  4th  day  of  May 
1 696,  to  satisfy  and  pay  to  the  respective  Collectors 
empowered  to  receive  the  first  quarterly  payment,- 
in  clipped  Monies,  being  Sterling  Stiver,  or  Silver 
worse  than  the  Standard,  twice,  three  times,  or  fouir 
times  as  much  as  should  be  assessable  for  the  said' 
quarterly  payment  for  any  such  Manors,  &Ci** 

On  the  i3tb  of  January^complaint  was  made  to 
the  House  of  the  scarcity  of  Halfpence  and  Far** 
things,  for  some  time  past,  and  at  that  time,  and 
that  the  Patentees  did  make  the  same  of  base  Cop- 
per, and  refused  to  deliver  out  any  but  for  milted 
and  broad  undipped  Money,  and  at  ten  Or  fifteen 
Pounds  per  cent.y  and  refused  to  exchange  Tin  Far-* 
things  P.  The  above  was  referred  to  a  Committee, 
whose  Report  will  be  found  under  the  5tfa  of  April 
1696/ 

A  motion  which  was  made  upon  the  21st  of  Ja-* 
nuary,  for.  taking  into  consideration  the  price  of 
Guineas,  was  n^atived,  upon  a  division  4.  But,  on 
the  8th  of  the  next  month,  divers  Merchants,  8c». 
petitioned  the  House,  and  stated,  that,  by  the  arti- 
fice of  Brokers  and  others.  Guineas  were  advanced 
to  thirty  Shillings,  and  that  the  Petitioners  couid ' 
not  get  Money  for  fheir  goods  unless  they  received 
them  at  that  rate ;  though  they  could  not  pay  theai 

o  statute  7  and  8  W.  III.  Chap.  5. 

p  Commons  Journals,  ¥oL  %h  p^  aS9*  %  Id.  p.  400. 
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away^  agam  at  the  Custom  House,  at  o^  foreign 
bills,  or  other  payments,  without  a  loss  of 'thr^e^ 
four,  or  five /ler  carf.  '  ^'^ 

.Thatigira|;  quantities  of  Goinetis,  and  of  Gold  to 
be  coined  into i Guineas,  were  imported  from  Hoi* 
land  and  other  <parts,  which  sto^tbe  importers  in 
about  twenty^tfwo  ShiHtngs  a-'piece ;  and  the  bmad 
and  milled  Money  wis  melted  down,  and  sent  over- 
in  isxchangd  tbereof,  oft  a  proftt^of  at  least  25  Pounds 
percent,^  , .         ,♦.(,■ 

On  the  other  handi  sevei^l  Graziers  and  others^ 
petitioned^  on  the  13th  of  that  month,  s^inst  the 
fall  of  the  price  of  Guineas,  alledging,  that  for  al- 
most tweh^  months  past  they  had'  been  paid  in' 
Guineas  at  thirty  ShiHings  eaeh,  for  want  of  current 
Sillier;  atidthat  a  sudden  fall  would  disable  them 
{pnn  8uppl3riiig  the  Ctt^  of  Londoi^  ^nd  parts  adja-^ 

jJi  third '  Petition,  from  several  Merchants,  &e. 
stated  that  the  rise  of  Guineas  to  thirty  Shillings,' 
onwoeoutit^^f  «the  badness  of  the  Siirer  Coins,  h&d 
railed  Gdd^'dfef^ut  ^40  j»er<feit<.  in  valqe  abore  the 
l^p^tion  of  Goid  to  Silver  in  any  other  part  of 
j^irope.  On  'which  account  great  quantities  of 
CHltd  were  brbught  in,  and  the  Silver  Coins  carried 
ot>*,  and' in  consequence  the  Petitioners  were  oMiged 
to ^y  Silver  Monef^iJh  their  Guineas  at  3,  4,  or 
5"f^  cent.  loss.  That  four  milted  Crowns  and  two 
v^^hty  Shillings  would  purchase  a  Guinea  in  Hoi- 
landi  on  wlktch  account  the-inilled  Money  would 
~be*naelted  down,  and  carried  ^way  as  fast  as  coined. 

Another  Petition,  also  from  divers   Merchants, 

r  Commons  Journals,  vol.  XL  p.  435.  *  Id.  p.  445. 
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&^,  KpT^^ieniedy  .that  -tWoi^h « the .  unsettlecl  piioe 
ofGaineas  they  had  of*  late  beeo  imposed  upoa  by 
Bankers  and  Goldsmiths^  to  whom  they  had  been 
QompeUed  to  pay  theai<  at, < under  twenty^ine  Shil«^ 
lingB'  a-piece,  or  at  whatever,  rate  they,  pleased  to 
take  them,  although  the  .FieCitioners  had  received 
them,  and  must,  if  they  contkiue  to  trade,  receive, 
at  thirty  Shillings,  anpiece^  or.^lie  muBt  reoeiTe  no 
Money  y  by  reason  of  the  scarcity  and  badness  of /the. 
Silver  Coins.  And  therefore  they  prayed  that  the 
price  of  Guineas  might  fitU  gradually  K\ 

Ail  these  Petitioi^s  were  sevmUy  referred  to  the 
consideration  of  a  Committee  d  Xhe  whole  House, 
to  which  thet  Bill  to  encourage  the  brioging-in  of 
milled,  &c.  Monies  was^oinmitted* 

On  the  15th  ilfFebrtmry  Ibe  House  reaolv^d,  that 
np  Guinea^  ^h^ld  rpas^ij  in  anypayniaaiti^  at  above 
the  rate  of  eight-and -twenty  Shillings".  And  they 
were  lowered.^ '^ilL  further^  on  the  iS^th^  of  tilat 
montb^ . to  twenty-tsiX;:Shi)li9gs ^.  .      .  '^  <.. 

On  thus  aecond^Re^pltttioa  was  founded  a  pixivif^ 
sion,  in  an  Act  of  ths^t  JSe8S]f^n,^fQr.fM!evei^tiiig  the 
further  inc;r^8e  oi  the  cat^^^f  oouied£k>ld>  and  thet 
mischiefs  wb^h might, thence  befall  the  Realm;  bf\ 
Mrhich  it  was  enaoi^,  that  fr«)m  and  %knr  the  9Sth  * 
of  March»  1696,  no  perspo  should  receive,  &c. .  any 
Guineas  at  .any  greater  or  higher  rate  than  twenty-- 
sixr $hillingEi' for  every  Guinea,,  at|d  so  in  proportioa 
for  llalf  GuiReaa^  Double  Guineas,,  and  five  Pound 
Pieces,  on  pain  q£  forfeitipg,  for  every  offenoe,  dou« 
blithe  value  ci  the  Gpld  so  jeoeived,  &j^  imd  also 

t  Commons  Journals,  vol.  XI..  p.  446. 
Md.p.451.  ,  ^  Id.  p.  476. 
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th^  sum  4ft¥t^nty  Pbinkds ;  but  that  nothitig  iti  tbe 
Atte^wsiS  to  extend^  6r  he  comtf tied,  >to  compel  any 
persoii  to  receive  mf  GoinM  or  Gmnetm  at  the  said 
rate' of  twenty-six  ShiUttag^V  '      »     ^^ 

And^by  a  Clause  in  a  subsequeot  Act  <»{>the  aami^ 
Se^ion  tbetiurreM  vatue'^as  Mill  fuMheir  nddaaM 
to  tweiity>-two<Shilliiigi9,  oA  aticount  of  the  prejudice 
which  tradd  liad  susMiiied  from  the  uncertain  value 
of  coined 'Gold,  which  had  encouraged  certain  evil- 
'  disposed  persons  ^h  rais^  and  (all  (he  same,  ^to  the 
gre^it  prejudice  of  'the*  ttinded  men  of  the  Kingdom, 
llie  reduction  was  to  take  place  from  and  after 
the  tenth  day  of  April*  16^967., 

In  this  Session  an  Act  was  passed  for  taking  off 
the  obligation  and  encouragement  for  coining  Gnu 
neas  for  a  certain  time;      -  .  ♦     j-* 

It  n^ited  th^  provision'  •  of  the  Act  -  for  encourage 
ifig  of  Coinage,  madif  iff  tlte  iSth  Cbaries  II.,  con- 
tinued in  his  ^5th  ybar,  revived  in  th^  1st  Jame9  IL, 
and  continued  by  ah  A^  of  the  ft>ufdi  Session  of 
tile  last  Parliament,  by  whidi  every  "^  person -who 
should  bring  Bullion  of  Gold  or  Silver  to  the  Mint^ 
to  be  coined,  was .  to  receive  weight  for  weight  in 
Standard  Coins ;  and  then  stated  that  great  quanti* 
ties  of  Gold  had  been  lately  imported  fri>m  fbmign 
parts,  and,  being  coined  here,  had  (on  occasion  of 
the  present  ill  state  of  tlie  Silver  Coins)  been  ae« 
oepted  by  the  subjects  of  the  Realm  at  very  high 
and  unusual  rates  and  prices,  tending  to  the  great 
,  cktmage  and  loss  of  the  publick ;  the  continqanoe  of 
which  practice  (unless  speedily  prevented)  would 

»  Statute  7  and  8  W.  III.  Cbap.  10,  ^  18. 
y  Id.  Chap,  ID,  I  12. 
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run  tbe;.Netton  vastly  in  debt  ta  femi^oera^  for  the 
re^yment  whereof  the  Silver  Monies  of  the  Kiog^ 
dom  most  iaevitably  be  exhausted,  on  terms  of 
great  disadvantage ;  therefore,  to  prevent  the  fur- 
ther growth  of  so  great  an  evil,  it  was> enacted,  that 
from  and  after  the  ^  of  March  1^95,  until  the  1st 
of  January  following,  there  should  not  be  any  obli* 
gation  to  receive  into  His  Majesty's  Mints,  to  be 
coined,  any  Gold  whatsoever,  noic  should  apy  of  the 
Officers  of  His  Majesty's  Mints  be  obliged  to  CQiiif 
isioy  Gold  within  the  time  aforesaid  for  any  persoa 
whatsoever  ^ 

That  the  Duties  upon  Wine, .  &c.  levyaWe  and  ^ 
p£tyable  by  the  Act  for  encourftging  of  Coinage 
should  be  applied  entirely  towards  the  encouragq^i 
ment  of  the  Silver  Coinage  during  the  said  timt. 

That  nevertheless  it  should  be  lawful  for  the 
Royal  African  Company  of  England  to  bring  to  the 
Tower  of  LcHidon  to  be  coined,  during  the  said 
time,  the  Gold  by  them  imported ;  the  Husband  of 
the  said.  Company   first  making  oath  b^fon^  the 

'  This  provision  will  appear  to  have  been  highly  necessary, 
from  an  account  which  was  delivered  to  the  Committee  of  the 
wh61e  House  of  Commons^  in  February  1695-©,  by  'Mr.  Neaki 
the  Mtster  of  the  Mint.  He  stated,  that  fickn  Lad^  Day'  iaaa^ 
diately  preceding  7211 ,800  Guineas  bad  .been  coiin^  in  the  Tawer 
of  London  for  divera^  persons ;  aqaongst  which  yrere, 

Peter  Floyer. . . , 139,752  Guineas. 

John  Mously ; . .  3^ 

•Royal  Aftican  Company. . . .  31^389  ' » 

I^rd  Lucas* L ...  j *  s '.».... » .115 

Countess  of  Nortbaptiptpn ......  .!?l 

Sir  Francis  Child  . . . . .  I . . .  41,819 

Richard  Howe ,  18,181     . , 

[C6mmons  Journals^  vol.  XL  pp.  447  and  453.] 
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Warden,  CbitiptroHer^  or  Master  WoAer  6f  ^e 
Mint,  that  the  said  Odd  was  by  the  Company  im- 
porled  in  return  for  goods  sent  to  Africa,  and  on  nh 
frtber  account :  which  Gold  should  be  received  by 
the  Officers  of  the  Mint,  and  coined  into  Half 
Guineas,  in  Kke  nUanner  as  before  the  Act. 
'And  as  the  importation  of  Guineas,  or  Half  Gm^ 
beat}  ioight  prove  prejudicial  to  the  Kingdom,  at 
that  jimcture,  it  was  therefore  forbidden,  on  any 
pwten«6  whatsoever,  upon  pain  of  forfeiture  \ 

In  ordm*  to  furnish  the  Mint  with  a  supply  ^if 
Bullion,  an  Act  was  passed,  intituled  *^  An  Act  iter 
tooouragethe  bringing  Plate  into  the  Mint  to  be 
coined,  and  for  the  further  remedying  the  ill  State 
of  the  Goin«  of  ttie  Kingdom  ;'^  by  which  it  was 
enacted,  that  all  persons  who  should  bring  wrought 
Piarte,  &c«  to  the  >Mitit^to  be  cmned,  should  rep€iv6 
si&'Pen(»  an  Ounce  as  a  reward. 

And  to  prevent)  the  waste  of  Silver,  in  wrought 
Plite^  It  was  forthei^  enacted,  that  after  the'  fourth 
oC.May  lr69tf,  no  person  keeping  any  inn,  tavern,- 
alehouse,  or  victualling^houde,  or  selling  wine,  ale, 
&c.  by  retail,  should  publickly  use,  or  expose  to^ 
he  used  in  the  bouse,  any  wrought  or  manufactured 
Plate  whatsoever,  or  any  ittensil  or  vessel  tiiereof 
(except  Spoons),  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiture  oT 
the  same,  or  the  full  value  thereof.  ^ 

And  as  the  difficulty  of  being  provided  with  fit' 
tools  and  instruments  was  thought  to  be  the  greatest 
security- ag»nst  couiiterfeiting'«.the  new  intended 
Coins,  it  was  further  enacted,  that  if  any  person  or 
persons  whatsoever  (other  than  the  Officers  of  bis 

-  #  .  •  '^ 

a  Statute  7  apid  8  W,  IH-  Ch>p.  ^^^  .       .  , 


Majesty's  Mii;it)  who  had^  or  should  faavf^  i»/bi9«rr 
their  po^ssioQ  before  the  first  of  March  l695>  atqr 
Press  that  might  be  made  use  of  for  0>inage,  woi^ki 
bripg  the  same  to  the  Oifi<:[ers  of  the  Mint  in  the 
(Tower  of  London  om  or  befoce  the  third  day  of  May 
1696 J  every  such  person  should  receive  the  fiiU 
value  which  the  s^id  Press  first. cost,  and  the  charge 
of  carriage ;  and^  if  at  any  tin^  after  the  said  tbfrd 
4ay  of  May,,  any  Press  for.  Coinage  should  be  found 
in  the  custody  of  any  person  whatsoever  (other  d«ni 
the  Officers  of  his  Maje^ty^a  Mint),  snob  Pisess 
should  be  seized  for  his  Mi^esty's  use  4  and  tlie{)er^ 
son,  in  whose  custody  it  Has  found,  should  forfeit 
the  «um  of  five  hundred  Potods.     -  -  > 

And  it  was  further  enacted^;  tb»b  na  ^lolten  Silver 
or  Bullion  should  be  shipped^. ^after  tbeJast  dtfy  of 
March  1696,  without  a  CartificMe  ftt>m  the  Coiitir 
of  the  Lord  Mayor  and  AJdermen  of  London^  that 
oath  had  beea  nntde  by  the  owners  thereof^^ind 
IH^ewise  by  two  or  mom  ctedible  itritnesses^  thattiie' 
same  was  foreign  BulUpn,  andnot,  befofe  4tr4irat( 
molten,    the  Coin  of  the  Realm,  <  nor  Clippingk 
thereof,  nor  Plate  wrought  iwHhin<  the  I^gdom^f^ 
and  that  any  Bullion^  shipped  without  suoh  eerttfi-* 
c^te,  ^ould  be  seized  and .  forfeited, '  and  that  4hie^ 
owners  should  forfeit  likewise  double>  the  value  of, 
auch  Bullion,  and  the  captain  01^  master  of  the  ship 
who  should  knowingly  permit  the  same  to  beship- 
ped,  should  forfeit  two  hundred  Pounds.     In  case* 
of  such  seizure,  the  proof  whether  such  Bmllion  were  r 
foreign  to  lie  on  the  owner  *hereoft  «     ' 

That  the  Act  should  not  eict^id  to  proUhit  the, 
exportation  of  Bullion  licensed  by  his  Majesty,  pro- 
vided the  same  should  be  exported  before  the  last 
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dkijr  of  JanitAiy  1^96, .  aiul  not  ekeetid  in  infclue 
^9^.200,000,  to  be  applied  to^  the  payment  of  bis 
Miyesty^s  Forces. 

'  And  to  the  end  the .  mbiedii  after  80  gteai,  &^Qn- 
tribution  and  charge  for  miikuig  good  the  deficvsney 
of  dipt  Money,  should  nol!  remain  undfranypaft 
of  the  mischiefs  which  the  curreaey  ^f  such  Mon^ 
would  occasion,  it  was  ftirther  enaetedi  that  what- 
ever should,  after  the  fourth  day  of  May  1696,- ne- 
<^ive  any  such  dipt  Money,  otfier^ise  than  aocp^ 
tiag  to  the  Act  for  remedying  the  ill  State  of  Af^ 
Coin  of  tbe  Kingdom,  as  if  it  were  lawful  Mone)^ 
ihould  forfeit  double  the  value  of  the  Silver  9Q^3s^ 
ceived,  H 

And  as  the  uncertain  value  of  coined  Gold^hs^ 
been  highly  prejudicial  to  trade^  and  an  encour^g^ 
ment  to  certain  evil  disposed  persons « to  raise  aiaitl  fall 
the  same,  to  the  great  prejudice, of  tbe  landed  mi^ 
of  the  Rit^dom^t  it  was  therefore  enacted,  that,  aft^ 
the  tenth  of  April  1^^,  no  person  ahquld  utifix.  fjt 
receive  the  Guinea  at  any  higher  or  gneater  rat^^r 
value  than  two  and  twenty  Shillings^  ^od  so  pi^p* 
portionably  for  ewety  greater  or  lesser  piece  of  coi^M^ 
Gold,  aiKl  that  whpever  should  offend  t^berein  sbopld 
kicur  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  of  the  St^t^|i$ 
made  in  the  same  Parliament  chapter  10.  §  l8.^ 

b  Statute  7  and  8  W.  Ill,  chap.  19.  Whilst  the  Bill  was  m 
its  progress  through  the  CommoDs  the  {pUowing  amendments 
ivcre  otfered,  but  not  received :  ../:>»•    ^  ^ 

Ut.  That  no  person  siudL^keep  a  flat^og^inili,  but  what  ab^l 
be  appointed^  in  some  pubUck  place,  b}r  the  WardAns  c^  ihi^ 
'Goldsmichs*  Company. 

2d.  That  any  Receiver  General  may  receive,  by  way  of  loan  to 
his  Majesty,  any  sum  of  clipped  Money,  and  give  a  certificate 
for  the  s&me)  upon  delivery  of  which  into  the  Exchequer^  such  * 


It  was  afterwards  found  tobe^xpeofelit^o  'modtfy 
the  first  t^iise  in  that  Status,  Cln<f  to  i^tisMst  th^t^ 
after  the  fourth  of  May  1696,  and  before  the  fburtK 
of  Novetnber  next  foltoM^n^,  iptoei  shoirld  be  rAade 
at  the  time*  of  brkifviigiwrou^^'i^it^  t»  the  Miht, 
by  the  oath  ^either  of  tbe!ot«rki9r,<^or  oft  sttoe  other 
credible  person,  befdre  tbd  Ma^tk*  of' ttos^Miniir  W 
his  Deputy,  tb^  sueU  Plate  was  aotoaily^  ifeibre 
the  9^  of  Mat^h  1696;  wkm^t^phttcT;  ftesisel,  or 
maimfadute,  Dtto^#^  ^e  i^ersoh  bringing  i«  to 
Ihe  Mint  shoidd  tiot  be 'entitled  to  the  reward  :(^ 
Sixpence  per  ounce.  Ahd  if  any  persdn  ^hduldj  in 
otder  to  obtain  the  reward,  bi*tng  iiit^  the  MiM 
Plate  wrought  after  that  time,  then  the  same  t^bould 
be  forfeited  to  any  person  who^houM  <  bu«  fof  the 
same^     .  •  '  n.  .-     .  -     7 

The  Partiatnent  ^ttSet  onithe'  30th  of  Oetoba^ 
when  the  King  in  his  speedi  fl^nottced  the  dfffi* 
culties  whieb  had  arisen  upon  the  reeoinage  of  the 
Money,  and  suggested  the  ptio^ricty  of  considering^ 
whether  ther^  did  not'sttll  remai¥i  s^nihe  inco»ye^ 
niences  relating  to  the  Coin,  wbiiA  ought  to  be  re* 
medied  ^. 

The  Committee  of  the  whote  House,  to  which  it 
was  referred  to  consi<ter  thkt  part  of  his  Majesty^li 

person  shall  have  a  tally  struck  for  the  i^um  so  lent,  with  is^ 
terest.  ■■  '  ^" 

3d.  That  the  Act  shall  not  ett^d  to  two  presses,  used  only 
for  the  stamping  of  pewter,  at  Wlgan  in  Lancashire,  so  as  the 
same  be  set  aleid  f6«d  iii^iite  pabUck  place.  [Commons  Jonr- 
nah,  vol.  XL  page  585.] -^ 

*"  Statute  7  and  8  W.  III.  chap.  31.  From  the  original  printed 
ccqpy.    It  is  not  in  the  Statutes  at  Larg^ 

*  Commons  JourmAi,  vol.  XL  page  566.    ^ 
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speeoh  which  rekAed  to  the  Coin,  mported  thdr.  Ak-» 
•ekitions  upon  the  28th,  on  which  vms  femided  ilie 
Act  of  this  Session  for  remedying  the  iU  sIMe  of  tlie 

Coin* 

The  prioe  of  Gaioeas  being  reduced  nearly  to  the 
^tatiderd^  and  severasl  persons  being  desiroiis  toecea 
Gold,  and  also  to  import  great  quafttitteeof  GuiaeM 
asid  Half^-Gnineas,  which  would  be  heneicial  to  the 
tiwde  and  coimnerce  of  ^  Kingdom,  the  Act  for 
laJung  off  the  obiigirti^a  and  emMmragemest  of  eoin» 
mg  Guineas  was  repealed^  aad  the  Oficere  of  the 
Mint  wemovdere^  <Mi  or  before  the  iOth  06  Nown- 
ber  lOstS,  to  pie^na  and  asfc  apart  one  t>r  osore.MiU 
ee  Mills,  Sod.  &c.>  te  be*  iq  tiB»  firat  plaoe  employed 
in  the  coinage  of  G^id,  wbarii  shouid  ht  brouglit 
thither  by  any^  person,  nsthre  or  foreigner,  aecordin|f 
M  the  Statute  of  the  i8tb  of  Cfaaefes  IL* 

;  This  Aet  waa  passKsd  in  efNMiqiientcA  of  an  affttr 
eatioa'  froor  sooneMerefaaals  to  ^  Lords  Justidbl, 
the  King  then  being  abroad,  fsr  leave*toeoittBi4hfe 
xMint,  at  their,  own  expense,  eertain  qaamt^ae^  of 
GoUi  which  they  conld  not  then  with  comrenieiiee 
export  ^  This  Petition  was  granted  for  a  timited 
time;  but  it  seeaas  to iiave  tanght  their  Lordships 
that  a  profit  was  to  be^  made  by  the  CSoinage  of 
Cold,  which  was  accordingly  authorized  by  the  above 
Statute. 

Another  Act  for  the  further  remedying  the  ill 
state  of  the  Coin  of  the  Kingdom  w^  also  passed. 

It  stated,  that  great  mischief  i^nd  inconveniences, 
had  fallen  upon  this  Kingdom  by  the  frequent  coon- 

e  Statute  8  W.  III.  chap.  1.     By  the  tide  of  an  Act  for  i«ir  j 
portiiy  and  coijiing  Guineas  and  Half-Guineas. 
'  'Vslkes,  page  128. 
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iiffektiiig^  elippiiig^  and  other  oBiawfuI  dimiabhiiig 
the  oarreDt.  Coin  of  tbe  Kingdom,  for  the  reme- 
ffyxng  wiiereof  for  the  fiitHre,  it  was  thought  nce^- 
saty  that  all  the  hammered  Silver  Coin  of  the  King*- 
dom  shottM  be  renooiiied  by  ^  mill  and  press^  which 
would  be  the  fess  sohject  to  those  pernicioiis  and  de^ 
straotfTe  methods  of  ciipping  and  com^cifeitmg ; 
tiinA  that  in  ,the  mean  time,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  fat* 
ther  cli{q9tng  siieh  bamsiered  Moatey,  tiie  'Sime 
should  not  be  current  in  paym^t,  >x)fdMerwise  tbKi 
nccording  to  the  provisions  ef  the  k£i  \  for  ihecti^iii- 
tagement,  tbeceisrve,  of  rii  pertoiil  to  bring  in  their 
hammered  Silver  M4iic^tt»  hi jTMafest/s  Mints  lo 
be  rejoined,  it  was  emicted,  disif  all  aucfa  hammeved 
Sttver  Monejiry  dipped  ^^cmt  iMadli^ped,  as  should  be 
brought  in^  after  tiie&4ill  day  of  November  iB^y 
and  before  th^  4^  day  of  July  1697,  ^  ^^y  of  ^ 
JMiyesty's  Mints,  "iiiioiild  be  thece  veeeived,  by  hia 
M^esty*s  Officers,  at  dae^  rate  of  five  Shillings  aod 
fisurPenoe per o«nee^ troy;   v 

S^hat  alNui^.hstmm^nB^  Sili^r  Coins  should^ be 
taken^  all  bis  Mi^sty*a  Reeeivers,  4ce.  m  dischai^ 
:of  any  aids,  takes,  &c.  a^any  time  between  the  14th 
,4ay  of  Noviember  1^6^  and  tibe  1st  day  of  February 
next  ensuing,  as  to.  loans,  and  all  arrears  of  aMs, 
taxes,  or  revenues  due  before  the  said  }  st  of  Pebf«^ 
ary,  and  as  to  all  future  taxes,  &c.  to  the  l  st  day  of 
June  next  ensuing,  M  the  rate  of  five  Shillings  and 
eight  Peqce  the  oufttce. 

That  from  and  alter  the  1st  day  of  December 
1^6,  no  hammered  Coin  should  be  current  in  any 
payment  whatsoever,  otherwise  than  by  weight, 
after  the  rate  of  five  Shillings  and  two  Pence  fpr 
every  ounce.  .  M 

VOL.  III.  E  E 
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That  all  this  kammered*  Money  brought.  ioW.flie 
Escheqnar  should  be  melted  down,  and  deliveredi 
iotQ  his  Majesty's  Mint  or  Mints^  to.be  there  reduced^ 
to  sterKnj^,  and  coined  by  the  mill  and  press  intoA 
the lawfol  Coins  of  4iha jreidixi,  and  that  all.thaMcmey^ 
received  at  five  Shillings  and  eight  Penee«an.  oun€e> 
oa  account  oi  taxec^  &e.  ^.should  be/ carried  to  the 
ntxt  adjicent  Mint$  in.  order  to  be  r^-coHiedy  and> 
dutit  should  not  be  brought  intodih^  JCa^t^briquw 
until  it  had  ibeen  iec'-coiiicd  Sa  .t 

By  an  Act  which  granted  an  aid  to  his  MaJ^y^ 
as'^llibya  -bnd-teiQ,  m^  by  sevepal- subsidf«s$  alid 
otker  tdutie&  payable  ^for -one.  year,  )it  wai^  asiongsti 
other  tbingsL  enacted  (to^theienditliat^tfaetbainmeredi 
Silver^  whieb  by  the  preceding^  >  Aot  wasito  be}c»r>^* 
rient  aftes  the  1st  dasy  of  llece-mbef^  lol^ffv'by  tweight 
only,  at' five  Shillii^s  and  two  Pence  an  ounce, 
might  be  ^earrent  in  all  payments  at  thatr  rate).. that 
from  and  after  the  1st;  day  of  Febmary  1696 ^  the 
tender  of  all  such  ba«imered  ^Silver  Money  (exc<^t 
ia^  such  payments  where  the  saraie  ^was^  by  the  said 
Actdirected  to  be  received  at  a  greater  value)  at  the 
mte  of  fire  Shillings  and) two  Pence  for  every Tounce, 
siiou4d  be  a  good  and  sufficient  tenderf  and  the  re^ 
fusat  thereof  should  be  adjudged  die  refusal  of  thr 
lawful  Coins  of  the  realm  **.  *       ? 

Thfi^  his  Majesty  might  be  enabled  to  pay  as:wdli 
the' above-mentioned  alio waiice  of  five  Shillings'and 
four  Penoe  an  ouncey  as  the  defituencies  of  the  loantf 
made  or  to  be  made  in  bammersdi  Moniesy  occasioned 
by  tine  re^eointng  thereof',  and  also  the  allowance  for 


•  * 


)  -  •  ■»  ; 


e  Statute  8  W.  III.  chap.  2.  ^ 
h  Statute  8  and  9  W.  III.  chap.  6. 


'^      .;';''•'>      til   ,''■     '       •  u. 


WILLIAM   IH.  419 

the  enteOufagement  of  tha^e  who  should  bring 'in 
wrought  pkte  to  be  coined^  and  for  bearing  the-, 
waste  and  charges  of  c6ini«ig  the  saidb^^mered 
Money  and  plate,  several  duties  were  granted  upon 
papers,  vellum,'  amd  parchment^  fot  two  y^are,  from 
the  1st  of  March' 1696. 

^  The  same  Act  contained  several  regulations  for 
tjhe  due  receiving  the  hammered  Silver  Money  irt 
bis  Majesty's  Mints,  and^'for  satisfying  theoWneri 
thereof  according  to  the  raites  >  establiBhed  *  in  the 
formerjAct^        ♦•-  ••^-  =•  .••^'•••:     -  .•        ^   ;:•■  ^M 

It  seems,  however/ that  die  pfaite»was  not  biKMigbb 
mto  the  Mint  so  readily 'as  was  ebqpecti^d^  or  las  lint 
necessity  of  the*  Statiei  pequimd,  ^  which'  msiale;  it  ne^^ 
oessary  to  pass  anethj^r  Aet  for  this  bdtereileourage*^ 
moiit  of  such  >pdrsoHi*as)ln6]  oir^shciuld  hade  any'kind^. 
of  wrought  plate;  ^to  bring' the  ^ame  tor  be  coined  into 
the  lawful  Qoinaof -theirea)mi;  to  the  eud  that  the 
iqiecies  of  Money  inttght  bet  increased,  for  the  advan^^. 
tage  of  commb^ce,  and  ^her  public  affairs,  i 

By  that  Statute  it  was  venaoted^'thait^:  whoever ^ 
should  bring  wrought  Plat&  to  be  coineld^  r  bistweed 
the  first  day  of  January/ 169^,  and  (the  feiirth'of^ 
November  11697,  should  moeive' for  the  «tilne  at 
thtr  rate  ,of  five  Shillii^siand  fdur  Pente  for  everyt 
ounce;  and  that  the  Master  and  Worker  iof  his 
Majesty's  Mints,  and  all  /^other  pettons  autho- 
rized to  reeeive  the  •saHie,''diould 'takey  a&  sterling 
Silver,  all  sueh  wrought  plate  as  should,  pbinly  ap^ 
pear  to  have^  tbertopon  thefsiitrk  commonly  used  at 
the  Goldsmilhs'  Hall,  >' besides  4fad  workman'^  mark, 
and  reckon  it  at  the  price  above-mentioned,  without 
tarrying  till  it  should  be  nieltecl  an{l  assayed.     And 

'  Statute  8  and  9  W,  III.  chap.  7: 
£  £  2 
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in  case  the  plate  should  not  have  the  said  marks 
thereupon,  that  then  it  should  be  at  the  choice  of 
the  owner  thereof,  either  to  have  the  quantity  of 
sterling  Silver  contained  therein  (according  to  which 
the  said  rate  was  to  be  allowed)  determined  by  the 
Master  of  the  Mint,  or  by  any  other  person  autho- 
rized to  receive  the  same,  -  who  should  declare  th? 
said  quantity  of  sterling  Silver  upon  his  oath  ^,  ac- 
cording to  his  best  skill  and  judgment ;  or  if  the  sa^ 
owner  should  not  be  willing  that  tb^  Master  of  the 
Mint,  &c.  should  so  determine,  or  should  forthwith^ 
after  such  determination  made^  declare  him  or  her-- 
self  injured  thereby,  that  then  the  said  plate  should 
be  forthwith  melted  and  assayed,  and  allowance  be 
made,  after  the  said  rate  of  five  Shillings  and  fonx; 
Pence  an  ounce,  for  the  sterling  Silver  which  should 
be  found  therein. 

That  the  names  of  the  owners,  and  the  weight  an<i 
value  of  their  plate,  should  be  entered  in  books  fpt 
that  purpose ;  and  that  the  plate  should  be  carried 
every  seven  days  to  the  nearest  Mint. 

That  the  Master  of  every  Mint  should,  once  in 
fourteen  days,  affix,  in  some  publick  place,  a  pafti^ 
ciilar  account  of  the  plate  brought  in  to  be  coined^ 
of  how  much  had  been  actually  coined,  and  of  the  ^ 
quantity  then  remaining  in  the  Mint,  op.  pain  of  for-;  j 
feiting  twenty  Pounds.  .  ^ 

That  all  the  wrought  plate,  with  the  proper  marks 
thereon,  should  be  received  as  sterling  Silver  without,^ 
any  deduction  for  solder,  unless  for  such  as  i^houl4, . 
be  in  any  hollow  part  of  the  said  plate. 

And  whereas  it  might  reasonably  be  suspecte^^ 

k  This  oath  the  Act  requiind  (hetn  to  take  bctee  ^hey  loteiw  ^ 
meddled.inf6e^ivii]giiiy[^te. ;  ^     -Ajcc-y^ 
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that  part  of  the  Silver  Coins  pf  the  realm  ha4 
heeHi  by  persons  regarding  their  own  private  gain 
Oiore  than  the  publick  good,  wolten  and  converted 
into  vessels  of  Silver  or  other  manufactured  plate, 
which  crime  had  been  the  more  easily  perpetrated 
by  them,  in  regard  the  Goldsmiths  or  others. 
Workers  of  Plate,  by  the  former  Laws  and  Statutes 
of  the  realm,  were  not  obliged  to  make  their  plate 
of  finer  Silver  than  the  sterling  or  standard,  or- 
dained  for  the  Monies  of  the  realm  :  It  was  there- 
fore  enacted,  that  from  and  after  the  ^ve  and 
twentieth  day  of  March  1697,  no  Silver  plate 
should  be  made  of  less  fineness  than  that  of  eleyen 
ounces  and  ten  pennyweights  of  fine  Silver  in 
every  pound  troy,  and  that  no  Silver  vessels,  &c,., 
&c.  made  after  that  time,  should  be  put  to  sale 
until  such  vessels,  &c.  should  be  marked,  except 
Silver  wire,  or  such  things  as,  in  respect  of  their 
Semallness,  were  incapable  of  receiving  a  mark.  That 
the  marks  should  be  that  of  the  Worker,  to  be  ex- 
pressed by  the  two  first  letters  of  his  surname,  t^e 
marks  of  the  mystery  or  craft  of  the  Goldsmiths^ 
wliich  instead  of  the  leopard^s  head  and  the  lion^ 
should  be  for  this  plate  the  figure  of  a  lion's  he^4 
erased,  and  the  figure  of  a  woman,  commonly  called 
Britannia,  and  a  distinct  variable  mark  to  be  used  by 
the  Warden  of  the  said  mystery,  to  denote  the  y^r 
in  which  such  plate  was  made ;  and  that  those  marks 
should  be  aftixed  on  pain  of  forfeiture  of  all  Silver 
vessels,  &c.  that  should  be  exposed  to  sale,  &c.  with- 
out them. 

And  if  any  Goldsmith,  &c.  should,  after  the  said 
five«nd  twentieth  day  of  Maifcb^  make  any  Silver 
vessels,  &c.  contrary  to  the  Act,  and  the  same  should 
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be  allowed  for  good  by  the  Wardens  or  Masters  of 
the  said  mystery,  or  by  others  employed  for  them^ 
and  if  in  the  same  should  be  found  any  falsehood  or 
deceit,  then  the  said  Wardens,  &c.  should  forfeit  the 
value  of  the  plate  so  aeceitfully  marked. 

Tlfi6'  Act  further  provided,  that  it  should  be  lawful 
for  aiiy  person  to  pay  the  Collectors  of  the  aids  and 
land-tax,  &c.  in  wrought  plate,  having  the  hall  niark, 
at  the  rate  of  five  Shillings  and  four  Pence  the  ounce, 
at  any  time  before  the  1st  day  of  June  idgj. 

And  it  enacted,  that  all  such  hammered  Money  as 
was  made  current  in  payments  at  the  rate  of  five 
Shillings  and  two  Pence  an  ounce,  and  all  such 
plate  as  the  Act  authorized  to  be  received  at  the  rate 
of  five  Shillings  and  four  Pence  an  ounce,  that  should 
be  brought  into  his  Majesty's  Exchequer,  should  be 
melted  down,  and  coined  into  newlVIoney^ 

On  the  6th  of  April  the  Committee,  to  whom  the 
matter  of  the  complaint  touching  Halfpence  and 
Farthings  was  referred^  on  the  13th  of  January 
1695-6,  made  their  report ;  and  the  following  reso- 
lutions^ which  they  had  agreed  upon,  were  read. 

1st.  That  upon  examination  of  the  complaint 
made  against  the  Patentees  for  making  Copper  tlalf- 
pence  and  Farthings,  the  Committee  are  of  opini6n, 
that  the  said  Patentees  have  made  the  said  Farthings 
and  Halfpence  of  good  Copper,  according  to  tHe  di^ 
rection  of  their  patent. 

2d.  That  they  have  exchanged  and  delivered  olit 
Copper  Halfpence  and  Farthings,  for  Gold  and  cur- 
rent Silver  Money,  at  the  common  value,  without 
any  further  recompence. 


I  Statute  8  and  9  W.  III.  cbafi.  ;8- , 
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3d.  That  they  have  exchanged  ^.200  a  week  of 
Tin  Farthings  and  Halfpence,  for  ^.200  of  the  like 
value  in  Copper  Halfpence  and  Farthings,  pursuant 
to  their  said  patent. 

To  these  Resolutions  the  House  agreed. 

From  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Dockwra,  a  member  of 
the  Copper  Company  which  furnished  the  Copper, 
it  appeared  that  the  Copper  used  was  English,  so  fine 
that  it  would  make  wire  very  nearly  as  fine  as  the 
Swedish  Copper.  That  they  had  formerly  paid 
^.100  a  ton  for  it,  but  now  ^.120. 

Mr.  Davis,  the  Roller  and  Cutter,  said,  that  all  the 
Copper  Farthings  that  are  rolled  are  worth  ^.120 
per  ton ;  and  that  the  Copper  must  be  fine,  or  it 
will  not  roll,  and  cannot  say  thing  to  such  as  are 
cast ;  but  that  the  Patentees  .pay  five  Pence  a  ppurjd 
weight  for  making  either. 

Mr.  Rotier  said,  he  takes  casting  of  Copper 
Blanks  for  Halfpence  and  Farthings  to  be  the  most 
proper  way  of  making  them  ;  for  that  they  can  cqist 
much  faster  than  roll ;  and  one  pair  of  dies  for  cast- 
ing will  last  longer  than  three  pair  of  dies  for  the 
roll  *■  ;  and  believes  the  cast  Farthings  to  be  as  fine, 
and  better  coloured  Copper,  than  those  that  are 
rolled. 

Thomas  Pendleton,  Book-keeper  of  the  Mint, 
said,  that  the  Blanks  for  Farthings  cast,  ai^d  those 
rolled,  are  undoubtedly  of  the  same  weight  and 
fineness.  That  for  almost  a  year  together,  he  took 
notice  of,  ar^d  weighed  them,  and  fou-nd  that  twenty- 
one  Pence  of  them  weighed  a  pound  weight,  with 

>n  This  is  on  account  of  the  differaot  hardness  of  the  metal ; 
that  which  is  rolled  being  already  condensed  by  that  operation^ 
gives  more  resistfiaftce  to  the  Impression  of  tibie  die. 
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tht'Heihedf^  within  a  "Fftrthing*  amt  k  Hldfpetitiy 
over  or -sunder.    *  .      j        • 

Mr-Corbpt,  ComptroUei:  of  the,  Patent,  delii^evied 
in  an  account  of  profit  and  loss  from  June  £4^  liS94, 
to  November  24,  l6!95,  whereby  it  appeared  l^ey 
were  above  ^.2,400  out  of  pocket '^. 

A  Proclamation  was  issued,  upon  the   17tb  erf 
April,  to.  enforce  the .  provisions  of  an  Act  of  the 
present  Parlianient,  entitled  an  Act  for  remedyiog 
the  ill  state  of  the  Coin  of  thi^  Kingdom  ;  and  also 
another  Act  of  ihe  same  Parliament,  entitled  an  Act 
fpr  granting  to  his  IVIaj^sty  an  ajd  of  four  Shillings 
ji»().the  pound  -^  which  Acts  authorized  Receivers,  'Jbc. 
,of  the  Revenue  to  take  clipped  Monies  ;   and  Com- 
hlanded  them  to  receive  the  saoie  according  to  the 
terms  prescribed  by  ^he  said  Acts  **• 
^^.  The  coinage  of  th^  plate^  which  w;»s  brought  into 
^cthe.Mint,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  sufficiently 
-^tfuick  to  satisfy  the  impatience  of  the  own^  for  cm 
^fhe  25th  of  the  same  month,  the  Commons  resolved 
'\q  address  his  lyiajesty,  that  one  or  more  mills  or 
,^|{pesi$es  mi^t  ,be  soleily;.  employed  in  coining  fdiie 
brought  in  on  encouragement  of  the  late  Act,  to  riie 
fend  th^t  the  publick  houses  might  be  the  sooner  Sup- 
plied with  new  Money  for  such  plate,  as,  by  thesa^d 
3l;?tjij»te,  jwas  mjMe,  useless  to  them  p,  . 

'^'  «  iC6iiimons  Journals,  vbl.  Xl.  p.  546. 

'     o  Pipocramation  in  the  ftoyid  Library. 

'  P  Commons  Journab^  vol.  XI.  page  564.  The  following  fsx- 
tracts  from  Mr.  Evelyn's  Diary^  strongly  represent  the  inconveni" 
ences  which  the  publick  suffered  before,  and  during  the  {urogress 
ot^  this  Coinage. 

1694,  July  15i  '  Many  executed  at  London  for  clipping  Mpney, 
now  don  to  that  intolerable  extent^  that  there  was  hardly  any  Mon^ 
that  was  worth  above  ^alfe  the  nominal  value.    Vol.  II.  p.  43. 
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;  Oii)tMF  f^fkth  ^  Juoe  the  JLiprd^ JustioeB,  hii^  »M«*4 
jesty  being  then  abroad,  issued  a  Proctamatioii  to 

1695,  Dec/2S.  The  Parliament  wondrous  intent  on  ways  to 
riform  tlie  Coin  $  setting  out  a  Proelamation  prohibltii^  the 
c^ipDem^  of  I{til(X!rowD8^  &c  wbtch  iDfide  nm^h  conCusion  aAnoog 
the  people*  ,^  ,/ 

1695-6,  Jan*  12.    Great  confusion  and  distraction  h^.  reason 
of  the  clipped  Money,  and  the  difficulty  found  in  reforming  it. 
•iJS.    They  nW  began  to  coin  new  Money.   Vol:  II.  p.  50.  '' 
.    16^»  May  IS.  Monffey  still  eiHitiniiiiag  exceeding; eearcfey  90*tlM<t 
vqne  ws^  pafd  or  r^e^^ed^  bu|  aU  was  ceci  tn«st».AM&Miatani^ 
su|pplyi ng  for  common  neceseitiee.    Vol.  11,  p.  63,  ^ 

June  II.    Want  of  current  Money  to  carry  on  the  smallest 
cimcems,  eren  for  daily  provisions  in  the  markets.    Guineas 
l«wer*d  to  S3  Mitfiigs,  and  gretit  tiunbdiratnsported  ttk  RoHatid, 
wfa^re  it  yields  .aioreil  Willi  4»Uifrftrei«are  oraout  to  p^the*ai>mleB» 
iVfui  potbing  considerably  coinVlxyf  tl^e  joe^  ajr^d  noyfAVi^fm^ 
rent  stamp,  cause  such  a  scarcity  that  tujpults  are  every  fjaf 
fear*d,  nobody  paying  or  receiving  Money ;  so  imprudent  wtti 
the  late  l^rlian^efiit  to  condefinn  the  old,  the*  dipt  kAa  cor- 
>.rap(tid,  tlH  they  kad  pocM^idsd  supplies.    To  tfais  ^d  the  fraud  bf 
the  Bankers  and  Goldsmiths,  who  having  gotten  immeiise  ndp^ 
by  extortion^  keepe  up  their  tre^ure  in  expectation  ofenl^n^^ 
the  value.     Duncomb,  not  long  since  a  m^Bja.  Goldsmitb>  having 
made  a  purchase  of  the  late  Duke  of  Buckingham's  estate  *  at 
lieere  j^.90>000^'  and  reputed  to  have  neere  ^  muchm  eUfa. 
Banks  and  Lotteries  every  day  set  up.    Vol.;  II.  p.  S4.  * 

July  ^6.  So  little  Money  in  the  Nation  that  B|Lch(eqaer.  Tal- 
lies,  of  which  I  had  for  gg.^OOO  o];i  the  best  fund  in  £ngland>  the 
Post  Office,  nobody  would  take  at  30  per  cent,  discount. 

Aug.  3.  The  Bank  lending  the  ^.^00,000  to  pay  the  anny 
in  Flanders,  that  had  don  nothing  s^nst  the  enemy,  had  so  ex* 
hausted  the  treasure  of  the  jnation^  that  one  could  not  have  hor- 
rowed  Money  under  14  or  15  p.  c.  on  Bills,  or  on  flxohi^iser 
Tallies  under  30  p.  cent.   Vol.  II.  p..  66. 

[Memoirs  illusti-ative  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  John  Evelyn, 
Esq.  F.R.S.  Author  of  the  Sylva,  &c.  4to.  2  Vols.  London^  ISIS.] 
'■■'         '    '■'  ■     ''        '     ii.i. ■■■.■.     ■    II       II.  ...,■■■ 

*  At  Helmsley  in  Yorkshire. 

*<  And  Helmsley,  once  ptoad  Backi'ngtiam's  delig^ht, 
BlidestoaBcfrivetWl^ofACitJ^KAi^t.*  Tovt. 
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fosbid  the  exportation  of  Coin,  and  to  require  M 
jiersf  us  to  use  their  utmost  diligence  to  discover  and 
seize  such  as  should  be  intended  for  exportation^  pf- 
ferii^g  to  them  one  half  of  it  as  a  reward  % 

Jn  the  Parliament  which  was  holden  at  Kdm- 
burgh  on  the  8th  of  September  1696  it  was  ordained 
(in  order  to  remove  the  difficulty  arising  to  com- 
XfX^Tfie  J>jf  the  deficiency  of  the  weight. of  the  ojd 
Fpiirteen  and  Seven  Shilling  Piei^,  the  most  part, 
itiiot  all,  of  which,  were  worn  by  use  and  length  of 
time  below  the  legal  standard  of  Coin  within  the 
Kingdom  of  Scotland)  that  all  old  Fourteen  Shil- 
ling pieces,  weighing  two  drops  and  twenty-seven 
grains,  and  the  half  in  proportion,  should  be  re- 
ceived at  their  then  current  rate,  in  all  payments 
whatsoever.  And  that  all  such  as  should  be  under 
the  said  weight  should  pass  in  payment  at  the  rate 
pf  three  Pounds  four  Shillings  the  ounce,  being  a 
groat  for  the  drop ;  and  that  they  should  be  re- 
ceived at  the  above  rate  and  weight,  under  the  pain 
of  forfeiting  double  the  sum  refused.  All  the  infe- 
i^ioi^  pieces  under  the  Seven  Shilling  Pieces  were  to 
pass  as  formerly. 

By  the  42d  Chapter  of  the  same  Statute,  the  coin- 
ing of  false  Money,  or  the  diminishing  in  any  way 
the  proper  Money  of  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland,  or 
any  Coin  allowed  to  be  current  therein,  was  made 
punishable  witli  the  pains  of  death,  and  confiscation 
of  moveables  '. 

1696-7.     From  a  Proclamation  bearing  date  at 

'^Proclamation  in  the  Royal  Library. 

r  Scots  Acts.  Sixth  Session  first  Parliament  of  King  William, 
chap.  X3CXVln.  Act  ainent  the  old  Fourteen  Shilling  pieces, 
and  their  Halfe. 


Edinburgh^  on  the  23d  of  January,  it  appears  lliat     .  ^     • 
lal'ge  quantities  of  light  unmilled  English 'Money         ^*^ 
Were  imported  into  Scotland,  to  the  great  prejudice*^^  ^^*9j 
of  his  Majesty's  subjects  ;   it  was  therefore  ordered ^•'*^*^* 
tliat  such  Money  should  pass  only  by  weight,  at  four  ^'^'/^      . 
Shillings  Scots,  or  four  Pence  the  drop  or  dram, '^^'^  u^ 
making  three  Pounds  four  Shillings  Scots,  or  five"^'^*^    .  ' 
Shillings  four  Pence  for  the  ounce.      The  Silver '^^^"^^ 
mtlled  Crown  of  England  to  pass  in  Scotland  at  three ^^ 
Pounds  five  Shillings  Scots,   or  five  Shillings  fivcy 
ence  sterling  ^  t^iLAd^..^ 

1697.     In  the  next  Session  of  the  English  P^rf^-»j_y  -  yjj^ 
ment  an  Act  was  passed  for  the  better  preventing  the  >p^.    ^^^^^^ 
counterfeiting  the  current  Coin  of  the  Kingdom.        .      A,jkf 

It  began  by  stating,  that  notwithstanding  the  good  j^  y  ^ML 
Laws  still  in  force  against  the  counterfeiting  of  the  r 


Money  and  Coins  of  the  realm,  the  said  offence  diii,  j^a!j  ^ 
and  was  likely  to,  increase  daily,  being  very  much  gj^'jH;^ 
occasioned  for  want  of  a  due  and  condign  punisH-/ 
ment  to  be  inflicted  upon  such  artificers  and  othei*s,  ^^  ^^  ^ 
as  without  any  lawful  authority  did  make  or  use  /tT^xfli^ 
puncheons,  stamps,  dies,' and  other  engines  aiicf '  1  A- ^^  jL^^^ 
struments  which  were  commonly  used,  or  might  6e#«^ 
made  use  of,  in  and  about  the  coining  of  Money  ;  it^^t; 
was  therefore  enacted,  that,  from  and  after  the  ISttin../^. 
day  of  May  1697,  any  smith,  &c.  (except  the  per-w4t4«%  JiU^x 
sons  employed  in  the  Mint  or  other  persons  duly  ati-%^  tJmf  a 
thorized)  who  should  make  or  mend  any  puncheoti,^  Cm^  y 
or  any  other  tool,  for  impressing  the  stamp  of  any  ^••-t  /S/AjJ 
current  Coin  of  Gold  or  Silver,  or  ior  marking  or«^**^  % 
graining  the  edges  thereof^  should  be  on  conviction  ^Ui^  j^ 

«  Flying  Post,  or  the  Post  Master,  N®  369,  from  January  30  7      , 
to  FebruaiyS,  1697.^^  ^e,^^^^  ^^^ 
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It^iuc^ed  guilty  pfr.faSgh  treason,  and  maiffer  death 
f^orcKngly.  And  that  any  person  who  should^ 
liyithput  lawful  authority,  convey  out  of  any  of  hU 
Mi^&ty's  Mints  any  puncheon,  &c.  and  also  any 
person  who  abould  knowingly  receive  and  conceal 
<bf{  .laiiae,  or  should  mark  the  edges  of  any  counter- 
feit or  diminished  Coin,  with  figures  like  to  those  on 
the  .€idgiQ» *of  Money  eoined  in  his  Majesty's  Mint;  or 
should  colour  or  gild,  &c«  any  Coin  resembling 
Ijs^  current.  Coin  of  the  Kingdom,  should  likewise, 
with  their  counsellocs,  procurers,  aiders,  and  abet^ 
toF^,  Joe  ac^udged  guilty  of  high  treason. 

■  Jt  further  enacted,  that  if  any  puncheon,  i8cc.  shoub^ 
be  found  in  the  possession  of  any  person  not  then 
employed  in  his  Majesty's  Mints,  nor  having  the 
sume  by  some  lltwful  authority^  it  should  be  lawful 
for  any  person  to  seiee  the  same  to  be  produced  in 
evidence ;  and  that  after  such  puncheon,  &c.  ha(l 
b^n  so  produced,  it  should  be  totally  defaced  and 
destroyed,  as  should  also  all  counterfeit  Money  after 
it  had  been  used  for  the  same  purpose. 

And  whereas  several  mixtures  of  metals  had 
been  invented  in  imitation  of  Gold  and  Silver,  and 
bbnc.hed  Copper  was  prrnoipalW  niade  use  of  in  imi- 
tation of  Silver,  and  seldom,  if  ever,  for  any  honest 
or  good  purpose,  it  was  therefore  further  enacted,  * 
that  if  any  person  should,  after  the  said  15th  day  of 
May,  blanch  Copper  for  sale,  or  mix  blanched  Cop- 
per with  Silver,  or  knowingly  buy  or  sell,  or  offer  to 
sale,  blanched  Copper  alone,  or  mixed  with  Silver^ 
or  any  malleable  composition  or  mixture  of  metals, 
which  should  be  heavier  than  Silver,  and  look,  and 
touch,  and  wear  like  staadard  Gql4»  hut  bie  «ia«u- 
festly  worse  than  standard,  or  should  receive,  or  put 
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offi  any  Counterfeit  milted  Money,  br  any  nuttM 
Money  whatsoever  unlawfully  dhninished,  and  tM 
cut  in  pieces,  at  a  lower  rate  than  the  same  by  \H 
denomination  imported,  or  was  coined  or  conttlei^ 
feited  for,  that  then  every  such  person,  being  c^dh 
,  victed,  should  be  dejsmed  guilty  6f  feiony,  and  sufi^r 
death  ad' a  felon. 

Attainders  under  the  Act  were  not' to  i^tetid  tb 
make  corruption  of  blood,  as  in  other  cas^s  of  high 
treason.  The  Act  to  continue  in  force  tintil  the  etid 
of  the  next  Session  of  Parliament,  and  no  longer* 
and  no  prosecution  to  be  made  for  any  oiK^nee^' 
aigainst  it,  unless  such  prosecution  should  be  c6ki«- 
nieaced  within  three  months  after  such  offehce' 
committed  ^  »^ - 

It  was  also  provided  by  atiother  Statute^  that  froM 
and  after  the  SOth  of  April  1^7 j  the  Tellers  of  the 
Exchequer  should  weigh  all  Monies  received   by ^ 
them,  in  entire  sums  o^  btbehyise,  and  make  entry<i 
of  the  weight  and  tale  of  the  simie,  according  to  1^ 
antient  course  ".  •  '*  *^ 

This  was  doubtless  intended*  to  operate  as^a  ftir- 
ther  check  upon  the  cifculation  of  diminished  Coini^i^ 
Notwithstanding  the  several  Statutes  which  had -been! '^ 
made  to  encourage  the  Re-eoinage  of  the  h^ririmere#  ^ 
Money,  considerable  quantities  of  it  must  still  have< 
continued  in  circulation,  for  in  this  Session  of  Pav^-^ 
liament  it  became  necessary  to  pass  m  'Act  to  pre-i^ 
vent  the  further  currency  of  any  hammered  Silver  « 

f  ..  "    ■   , 

t  Stat.  8  and  9  WUHam  III.  <;hap.  526. 

u  Statute  8  and  9  WiUiam  III.  cliap.  28,  §  1,  entitled.  An  Aef. 
for  the  better  Observation  of  tJit  Course  antiently  tised  in  tlie 
Receipt  of  die  Exehomer. 


i  <  */ 
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Coin  of  tba  Kiogdom^  aacl  lor  roioc^oing  aoobftf 
was  thQ^  ia  being.: 

It  first  recited  the  followiag  Statutes:  tb^t .f^f 
8  and  S  WiUiaai  III.  cb^p.  3|  ''  For  tbe  fAa;ther 
moi^dying  the ,  Ut  State  of  (be  Coin  of  the  King- 
dom ;'*  .und  lalAO  that  of  the .  saoie  year,  chap.  6| 
"  For  granting  an  Aip^  ^q  hi9  JMaj/erty,  ^f  well,  by, ai 
]Uuid;TaiK.ia$.by  several  Sub^ies,  and  other  Duties 
p^y$kb]9/ormi€^Yearr  wd  then  enacted,  that^  froop., 
and  aft^r.  the  loth  of  January  1^97,  no  hammerad^ 
Silver  Coin. of  .tbe  Kingdom  should  be  esteemed  th? 
]avKfol:C9iQ  of  the  Realm,  nor  be  current  in  anjr 
payment,  eitb^  by  weight: or  otherwi^ ;  and  that 
the  tender  of  it,  after  that  timi^^  should  not  b^ 
deemed  a  sufficient  tender  in  Law.  And  it  enacted 
ftxrther,  that  it  should  be  lawful  for  any  person  to 
carry  into  his  Majesty's  Mints  in  the  Tower  of  Lon-- 
don,.  or  in  the  Cities  of  Bristol,  Exeter,  Chester, 
Npcwieh^  and  York,  before  the  1st  of  March  1^97, 
any  eid  hammered  Money  to  be  re-coined ;  and  the 
respective  Master  of  such  Mint,  or  his  Deputy,  was 
authorized  and  required  to  receive  the. same,  and  t^ 
jnqlt  it  down,  and  re-coin  it  into  the  lawful  Coins,  of 
tb«  Kingdom,  and  to  pay  it  back,  so,re^coined,  hew 
fore  the  25th  of  March  1698,  to  the  several  inti- 
porters,  in  the  manner  then  used  in.'the  Mint  in  the 
Tower  of  London  \ 

On.. the  8th  of  April,  a  Report  was  brought,  up 
firpm   the  Committee  appointed  by  the  House,  of 

*  Statute  9  William  III.  chap.  9.  It  appears  from  the  pulflie 
paqpers. that  Bank ^otes.^ere  woise  than  S|iecie  from  19  to-^ 
percent betweea the ^dth <if  Jaauaiy aad iht dOth  of  Martsh^ia 
this  year.    See  tiie  PbiK  Boys  for  tiiose  jnonthi. 
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Cdmnldn^'  to  enquire  into  the '  miscarriages  of  l^e 
Officers  of  the  Mint  y,  which  concliMied  with  i^(6f 
following  Resolutions : 

**  Resolred,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Com- 
mittee, that  the  presenit  milled  Money,  as  it  is  now 
milled,  is  subject  to  be  diminished,  and  to  be  cottn- 
terfeited,  if  not  prevented  by  a  Law. 

*^That  undeniable  demonstrations  haveb^eii  giv^ 
and  shewn  unto  this  Committee,  by  Mr.  William^ 
Challoner,  that  there  is  a  better,  securer^  ahd-mortf^ 
effectual  way,  and  with  very  little  charge  \6  his 
Majesty,  to  prevent  either  casting  or  coiintef  feiting 
the  milled  Moneys  both  Gold  and  Silver,  than  iti 
now  used  in  the  present  Coinage  *•  '       '     ^ 

y  This  Report  contains  so  full  aad*  interesting  a  statenient*  o^ 
the  situation  and  circumstances  of- the  Mint  at  that  period,  that 
I  have  given  it  at  large  in  the  Appendix. 

'  Cha}loner*s  interference  witli  the  aSkits  of  the  Mint  seems  t6' 
have  drawn  upon  him  the  resentment  of  the  Officers^  andtohav^ 
ended  in  his  ruin.  On  the  18th  of  February  1697*8^  he  presented, 
a  Petition  to  the  House  of  Commons^  in  which  he  stated^  that  i|[x 
the  last  Session  of  P^liament  he  discovered  several  abuses  in  the 
Mint,  and  shewed  by  what  method  false  Money  was  coined :  That 
Laws  might  be  made  more  efiectuaDy  to  prevent  the  same ;  atiel 
acleordiugly  several  Acts  were  madis  fbr  that  purpose :  And  tbeh' 
some  persons  of  the  Mint  threatened  to  prosecute  the  Petitioner^, 
and  take  away  his  life>  before  the  next  Session  of  ParltaxQent  :- 
And  since  have  committed  him  to  Newgate,  on  aHqgation,-  thai' 
he  had  abused  the  Mint :  And  preferred  an  indictment  against 
bin,  which  they  could  not  pr6v6 :  And  that  the  Petitibner  i^  Ut- 
terly ruanedj  for  endeavouiirig  to  serve  the  King  and  KlngdoikJ^': 
and  by  his  discoveries  against  the  Mint.  And  praying,  that  his 
sufferings^  and  ruined  0Dn4iti(m,  might  be  considered  imd  re- 
dressed; This  Petition  was  referred  to  a  Cemimttise,  withino: 
structifiii  tbat  tlicgr  hare  power  to  send  for  any  infintnatioii  givor 
against  the  said  Qudknier>  touching  his  eeuuteifeitiBg  theCoiii« 
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^'  Thftt  no  Officer  in  the  Mint  ought  to  htnm  or 
enjoy  any  place  in  the  same  for  life. 

'^That  the  House  be  moved,  that  an  hanible 
Address  be  made  to  his  Majesty,  that  no  grant  or 
patent  do  pass  for  life,  butqnamdiu  se  bene  gesscrit. 

'^  That  the  House  be  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  Bill,  or  Bills,  to  prevent  the  abus^  of  the  Officers 
of  the  Mints,  and  for  the  better  regulation  of  the 

[Commons  Journab^  vol.  XII.  p.  119.]    I  bave  not  found  any 
further  proceedings  either  for  him  or  against  him. ' 

His  proposals  were  not  entered  upon  the  Journals,  but  tbejr. 
were  printed  on  a  folio  half-sheet  with  this  title,  "  The  Defects  in 
the  present  Constitution  of  the  Mint,  humbly  ofifered  to  the  Con<^ 
sideration  of  the  Honourable  House  of  Cdmmoas/* 

The  principal  defect,  which  he  points  out,  is  the  want  of  some 
person  in  the  Mint  skilled  in  all  the  parts  of  Coining,  that  he 
may  know  whether  the  different  workmen  perform  their  parts  as 
they  ought.  He  purposes  that  such  an  officer  should  be  added  to 
supervise  the  whole,  assay  the  Money  when  coined,  and  make 
his  Report  once  every  month. 

The  next  defect  is  the  bad  workmanship  of  the  Money,  which 
makes  it  so  easily  to  be  counterfeited,  that  every  smith,  brasier, 
founder,  tinker,  &c.  can  do  it  with  great  speed  and  secrecy,  viz. 
by  casting  in  sand,  or  by  stamf^ng  with  a  hammer  of  three 
pounds  weight. 

To  prevent  casting,  he  proposes  that  the  Money  should  be 
milled  with  a  hollow,  or  groove. 

To  prevent  stamping,  that  the  impress  should  be  so  curioasly 
done,  that  few  in  the  kingdom  could  do  it  so  well,  and  rise  up 
so  high,  that  it  could  not  be  stamped  but  with  an  engine  of  a 
ton  weight,  or  by  strength  of  horses. 

As  a  proof  that  his  method  would  be  effectual,  he  ofiers  to 
make  a  Medal  that  should  demonstrably  be  more  beautiful  and 
durable  than  the  Coins,  and  such  as  it  would  be  noorally  impos-^ 
sible  to  counterfeit.  He  concludes  with  sayiag,  that  the  Officers 
of  the  Mint  approve  of  his  plan,  but  say  that  their  present  eon* 
atittition  is  such  as  to  prevent  the  adopiioii  of  it 
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Coinage,  both  of  the  Mints  in  the  Tower,  and  also 
of  the  several  Mints  in  the  Country.*" 

This  Report  was  ordered  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  regulating 
the  Corporation  of  Moneyers ;  and  that  Sir  Henry 
Hobbart,  Mr*  Lownds,  and  Mr.  Arnold,  do  prepare 
and  bring  in  the  same  *. 

What  further  steps  were  taken  for  the  prevention 
of  the  abuses  stated  in  the  Repprt,  I  have  not  been 
able  to  discover:  the  Bill  above-mentioned  never 
passed  into  a  Law;  possibly,  because ^ it  might. be 
thought  to  invade  the  royal  prerogative.  * 

On  the  6th  of  May,  a  Proclamation  was  issued  to 
enforce  an  Act  made  in  the  last  Session  of  Parlia- 
ment, entitled.  An  Act  for  the  further  remedying 
the  til  State  of  ike  QnU:  of  the  Kingdom  ^  aad  an* 
other  Act  of  the  same  Session,  for  granting  an  Aid 
of  four  Shillings ;  and  also  another,  of  the  same 
time,  granting  an  Aid  of  twelve  Pence  in  the  Pound 
upon  .  land.  This  Proclamation  stated,  that  Re* 
ceiversy  &c.  were,  backward  to  collect  those  Taxes 
which  were  entitled  to  the  advantage  of  being  paid 
in  hammered  Money,  at  five  Shillings  and  eight 
Pence  an  ounce,  until  the  1st  of  June  next;  and 
requijred  such  Receivers,  &c.  to  be  diligent  in  col- 
lectiiig  and  receiving,  and  not  to  refuse  such  ham- 
mered Monies  as  they  ought  to  receive  pursuant  to 
such  Acts,  on  pain  of  punishment  ^. 

Lai^  quantities  of  Copper  Pieces,  coined  in  the 
likeness  of  the  Halfpence  current  by  Proclamation* 
in  Ireland,  were  at  this  time  imported  into  the 

*  Commons  Journals^  vol.  XL  p,  777. 
*>  Proclamation  in  the  Royal  Library. 
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Kortihern  parts  of  that  kingdom  from  Scotlaod,  and 
from  other  countries  beyond  the  seas;  and  the 
Lords  Justices  and  Council  were  informed  that  very 
great  numbers  of  such  Pieces,  far  exceeding  the 
whole  quantity  of  Halfpence  which  had  been  coined 
in  Ireland,  were  lying  ready  in  several  parts  of 
Scotland  to  be  imported  into  Ireland,  (having  been 
coined  in  foreign  countries^)  with  the  intention,  as 
it  was  suspected,  of  draining  the  Silver  current  there 
in  exchange  for  such  counterfeit  and  base  Money ; 
which  had  already,  in  great  measure,  happened  in 
the  Northern  parts  of  the  kingdom,  where  little 
other  Coin  but  such  Copper  Money  was  then  cur- 
rent^ or  to  be  seen. 

To  prevent  those  mischiefs,  the  Lords  Justices 
and  Council  issued  their  Proclamation,  on  the  ijth 
of  August,  to  forbid  the  importation  of  such  false 
Mcffiey)  under  pain  of  being  proceeded  against  ac-^ 
cording  to  the  utmost  strictness  and  severity  of  (he 
Law ;  and  all  Justices  of  the  Peace^  &c«  &c.  were 
required  to  seize  all  quantities  of  such  Money  as 
should  hereafter  be  imported^  and  to  commit  to 
prison  the  persons  importing  them,  unless  they 
should  find  sufficient  security  to  appear  at  the  next 
Assizes  to  be  held  for  the  Counfy  where  such  im- 
portation should  be  made,  there  to  answer  what 
should  be  objected  against  them  on  his  Majesty's 
behalf  <     ' 

But  another  evil  respecting  the  Money  of  that 
kingdom  was  still  more  grievous^  and  called  for  a 
speedy  remedy.  Counterfeit  Coins  of  Gold  and 
Silver  were  in  circulation  in  great  quantities^  either 

«  Simon,  Appendix,  N«  XCVL 
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having  been  made  in  Ireland  or  imported  from 
abroad.  A  great  part  of  these  were  uttered  by 
persons  who  bought  them  up  as  false  and  counterfeit 
Coins^  at  a  lower  rate  than  the  intrinsic  value  of  the 
metal^  and  afterwards  passed  them  as  good  and  law-; 
ful  Money.  It  was  therefore  ordered  by  Proclama-- 
tion^  on  the  10th  of  December^  that  the  Laws 
against  Coiners  and  Utterers  of  false  Money  in  that 
kingdom  should  be  strictly  enforced;  and  it  was 
also  commanded,  that  no  person  should,  from  tiiat 
time,  buy  or  sell  any  counterfeit  Money  until  the 
same  should  have  been  cut  in  the  middle,  or  so  de- 
faced that  the  same  might  not  be  passed  again  as 
Coin,  under  pain  of  being  punished  as  contemners 
of  that  Proclamation,  and  enemies  to  the  public 
welfere  of  the  Kingdom,  according  to  the  strictness 
and  utmost  severity  of  the  Law^. 

1697-8.  By  another  Proclamation,  on  the  2lit 
of  February  in  this  year^  notice  was  given,  that 
Money-weights,  unskilfully  made,  had  been  sold  and 
uttered  by  John  Cuthbert,  of  Dublin,  (who,  with 
Henry  Paris,  was  appointed  to  make  the  Moneys 
weights  in  1683^,)  and  that  the  Lords  Justices  and 
Council  had  removed  and  discharged  the  said  John 
Cuthbert,  and  also  Henry  Paris,  from  making,  ad- 
justing, or  selling  any  Money-weights,  and  had  di- 
rected that  all  the  Money-weights  should  be  exactly 
made  by  Vincent  Kidder,  of  Dublin,  Goldsmith,  ac- 
cording to  the  standard  lately  made  in  his  Majesty*s 
Mint  in  the  Tower  of  London.  Each  weight  to  be 
stamped  with. the  number  of  pennyweights  on  one 
side,  and  the  King's  arms  on  the  other,  and  to  be 

d  Smm,  Appendix,  No  XCVII. 
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sold  at  not  more  than  fifteen  Pence  for  all  the 
weights,  eight  in  number,  viz.  the  Duccatoon, 
Half-Duccatoon,  whole  Plate  and  Peru  Pieces,  with 
the  Half  and  Quarter  thereof,  a  Two-pennyweight, 
a  Pennyweight,  and  a  Half-pennyweight ;  and  that 
standards  of  the  same  should  be  lodged  with  the 
Clerk  of  the  Council,  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exche* 
quer,  and  the  Receiver  General  of  his  Majesty^s 
Revenue  in  Ireland.  And  all  persons  were  forbid- 
den to  use  any  other  weights,  on  pain  of  punish- 
ment. And  it  was  further  commanded,  that  no 
person,  except  the  said  Vincent  Kidder,  should 
make,  adjust,  or  sell  any  Mone3nveights  to  be  used 
in  that  kingdom  for  the  future,  on  pain  of  being 
proceeded  against  with  the  utmost  severity. 

The  Coins  to  pass  at  standing  weight,  with  the 
same  directions  for. weighing  as  in  the  Proclamation 

ofthefithof  July  1683  ^ 

In  an  Act  for  the  better  preventing  the  counter- 
feiting, clipping,  and  otherwise  diminishing  the  Coin 
of  the  Kingdom,  it  is  stated,  that  whereas  the  pre- 
venting the  currency  of  dipt  and  unlawfully  dimi- 
nished and  counterfeit  Money,  is  a  more  effectual 
means  to  preserve  the  Coin  of  this  Kingdom  entire 
and  pure  than  the  most  rigorous  Laws  for  the  pu- 
nishment of  such  asi  diminish  or  counterfeit  the 
same.  And  whereas,  by  the  known  Laws  of  this 
Kingdom,  no  person  ought  to  pay,  or  knowingly 
tender  in  payment,  any  counterfeit  or  unlawful 
diminished  Money,  and  all  persons  not  only  may 
refuse  to  receive  the  same,  but  may,  and  by 
antient  statutes  and  ordinances  have  been  required 

e  Simon,  Appendix,  N*  XCVIII. 
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to^  destroy  and  deface  the  same ;  and  more  espe- 
cially  the  Tellers  in  the  Receipt  of  the  Exchequer^ 
by  their  duty  and  oath  of  office,  are.  required  to  re- 
ceive no  Money  but  good  and  true ;  and  to  the  end 
the  same  might  be  better  discerned  and  known,  by 
the  antient  course  of  the  said  Receipt  of  the  Exche- 
quer, all  Money  ought  to  be  received  there  by 
weight  as  well  as  by  tale :  for  the  restoring  of  which 
course,  an  Act  was  made  in  the  last  Session  of  this 
present  Parliament,  chapter  28,  by  which  it  is  en- 
acted  that  the  Tellers    shall    weigh    all    Money 
brought  into  the  Exchequer,  but  in  which  no  pro- 
vision is  made  that  they  shall  refuse  to  receive  the 
said  Money,  in  case  it  shall  not  be  of  its  due  weight; 
and  the  former  and  antient  Laws  being  grown*  into 
desuetude,  whereby  unlawfully  diminished  and  coun- 
terfeit Money  receives  a  currency,  and  wicked  and 
traitorous,  persons  are  encouraged  to  diminish  and 
counterfeit  the  same.     Now,  to  the  end  the  King-* 
dom,  after  so  vast  a  charge  and  expense  for  the  re- 
formation of  the  Silver  Coin,  and  restoring  it  to  its 
due  weight  and  purity,  may  not  relapse  into  the 
same  evil  from  which  it  hath  been  so  lately  delivered 
with  great  difficulty  and  hazard,  and  that  counterfeit 
and  unlawfully  dimijiished  Money,  which  already 
begins  to  increase,  may  be  defaced  and  destroyed,  it 
is  enacted,  that  it  is  and  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for 
any  person,  to  whom  any  Silver  Money  shall  be 
tendered,  any  piece  or  pieces  whereof  shall  be  dimi- 
nished, otherwise  than  by  reasonable  wearing,  or 
that  by  the  stamp,  impression,  colour,  or  weight 
thereof,  he  shall  suspect  to  be  counterfeit,  to  cut, 
break,  or  deface  such  piece  or  pieces ;  and  if  any 
piece  so  cut,  &c.  shall  appear  to  be  counterfeit,  the 
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person  tendering,  the  same  shall  bear  the  loss  there- 
of; bat  if  the  same  shall  be  due  weight,  and  apptor 
to  be  lawful  Money,  then  the  person  who  cut,  &c« 
the  same,  shall  receive  it  at  the  rate  it  was  coined 
fbr;  and  all  disputes  respecting  the  same  shall  be 
determined  by  the  Mayor,  &c.  in  any  City,  &c.  or 
ill  the  Country  by  the  next  Justice  of , the  Peace, 
who  shall  have  power  to  administer  an  oath,  as  be 
shall  see  convenient,  to  any  person,  for  determining 
any  (fuestions  relating  to  the  said  piece.    -    ' 

And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  the  Tellers  of  the 
Receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  and  Receivers  General  of 
every  branch  of  His  Majesty's  Revenue,  &c.  &c. 
shall  cut,  &c.  every  piece  of  such  counterfeit  and 
unlawfully  diminisheil  Silver  Money  as  shall  be  ten- 
dered in  payment  to  them  for  the  use  of  his  Ma- 
jesty ;  and  th^  better  to  discover  Silver  Money  that 
is  counterfeit,  or  unlawfully  diminished,  from  that 
which  is  good  and  true,  the  Tellers  and  Receivers 
General  shall  weigh,  in  whole  sums  or  otherwise,  all 
Silver  Money  by  them  received  ;  and  if  the  same,  or 
any  piece  thereof,  shall,  by  the  weight  or  otherwise, 
appear  to  be  counterfeit  or  unlawfully  dimiiiished, 
the  same  shall  not  be*  received  by  or  from  them  in 
the  said  Receipt  of  the  Exchequer,  nor  be  allowed 
them  upon  their  respective  accounts. 

By  this  Statute  the  Act  of  8  and  9  William  III. 
chap.  26j  was  continued  until  the  25th  of  March 
1701,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  Ses- 
sion of  Parliament  ^ 

l€98.  The  great  number  of  Copper  Halfpence 
and  Farthings  which  had  been  forced  into  cireuia- 

f  Stotulie  9  9ti  10  WiUuoB  HI,  oha^,  2L 
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tioa  begpn  now  to  be  an  intolerable  grievaiKe^  and 
Petitions  from  several  parts  of  the  kingdom  were  " 
presented .  against  them  to  the  Commons.  The 
House  referred  them  to  a  Committee/  which  re^ 
solved,  that,  as  the  Patentees  were  empowered  by 
their  Patent  to  coin  700  tons  in  seven  years,  and 
that  although  they  had  already  coined  no  more  than  ' 
4^0  tons,  yet  there  was  a  great  glut  of  them  in  va- 
rious places,  that  it  was  their  opinion  that  the  exe^ 
cution  of  the  said  Patent,  both  as  to  making  and  is* 
suing  Copper  Halfpence  and  Farthings,  and  also  for 
exchanging  of  Tin  Halfpence  and  Farthings,  should 
be  suspended  for  six  months.  This  Resolution  was 
adopted  by  the  House,  on  the  12th  of  May,  with 
the  amendment  of  twelve  months  instead  of  six^; 
and  an  Act  was  passed  to  that  purpose,  with  a  pe-^ 
nalty  of  five  Pounds  for  every  pound  avoirdupoize  of 
such  Coins  as  should  be  made  after  the  S4th  of  June 
in  this  year,  and  before  the  24th  of  June  l%9;  and 
the  Patentees  were  released  from  their  obligation  to 
.exchange  Tin  Halfpence  and  Farthings,  during  the 
si^me  period  ^. 

Several  CoUfipterfeiters  of  Money  fled,  at  this  time, 
from  the  severity  of  the  LaiWs  against  false  Coiners 
in  England^  and  took  refuge  in  Ireland,  where  they 

S  Commons  Journals,  Vol.  XII.  from  p.  136.  to  p.  267,  passim. 

^  Statute  9  and  10  V^^illiam  III.  chap.  33.  The  Pfettentees  pe- 
titioned that  they  might  not  be  prohibited  their  contribct,  but 
naight.be  permitted  to  fulfil  their  contract^  or  might  receive 
compensation  for  the  losses  they  should  sustain.  [Commons 
Journals/  vol.  XII.  p.  621.]  But  the  House  doubtless  recollected 
the  statement  which  was  made,  on  the  part  of  the  Patentees,  on 
the  18th  of  January,  1695-6,. that  they  were  then  above  5^.2,400 
out  of  pocket,  and  therefore  neither  stopped  the  progress  of  the 
Bill  nor  granted  them  the  relief  they  pragred  fbr. 
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renewed  their  old  practices^  and  made  and  circa- 
lated  large  quantities  of  base  Coins.  The  Lords 
Justices  and  Council^  therefore^  issued  a  Proclama- 
tion, on  the  23d  of  May,  by  which  all  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  &c.  &c.  were  required  to  use  their  utmost 
endeavours  to  discover  and  seize  such  offenders,  and 
commit  them  to  prison  in  the  Gaols  of  the  respec- 
tive Counties  where  they  should  be  taken,  and,  as 
soon  as  possible  afterwards,  to  send  notice  thereof  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Lords  Justices,  together  with 
an  account  of  the  examinations,  and  other  evidence, 
against  such  persons,  to  the  intent  that  particular 
care  might  be  taken  in  their  prosecution. 

A  reward  of  ten  Pounds  was  likewise  promised  on 
conviction  of  each  offender;  and  if  the  discovery 
were  made  by  any  person  who  had  himself  been 
guilty  of  the  like  offences,  he  was  to  have  a  full  par- 
don, and  the  same  reward  likewise*. 

An  Act  was  passed  in  this  Session  for  the  export- 
ing watches,  sword-hilts,  and  other  manufactures  of 
Silver,  the  preamble  of  which  recited,  that  by  the 
7  and  8  William  IIL  chap.,  19,  no  home-wrought 
Plate  could  be  exported,  and  that,  by  the  8  and  g 
William  IIL  chap.  8,  all  wrought  Silver  was  to  be 
eleven  ounces  ten  pennyweights  fine,  whereby  no 
profit  could  arise  to  any  person  who  should  ^export 
the  same,  by  losing  the  charge  of  the  fashion  in 
melting  down  the  same,  and  selling  the  Silver 
abroad,  which  was  the  principal  thing  aimed  at  to 
be  prevented  by  the  first-recited  Act.  But,  on  the 
contrary,  a  great  benefit  might  accrue  to  many  arti^- 
ficers,  and  to  the  kingdom  ia  general,  by  giving 

i  SimoD>  Appendix^  No  XCIX. 
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liberty  to  export  watches^  sword-hilts,  wrought 
Plate,  and  several  other.  Silver  manufactures  made 
within  the  kingdom,  being  of  the  fineness  prescribed 
by  the  last-recited  Act.  It  was  therefore  enacted, 
that,  from  and  after  the  24th  day  of  June  1698,  it 
should  be  lawful  to  export  such  of  the  above-men- 
tioned articles  as  should  be  yearly  allowed  by  the 
Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Revenue  K 

On  the  1 0th  of  January  following,  a  Procla- 
mation was  issued  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  this 
Statute  *. 

On  the  22d  of  September,  a  Report  was  given  in 
to  the  House  of  Commons  by  Ph.  Meadowes,  John 
Locke,  John  PoUexfen,  and  Abr.  Hill,  stating  that 
the  value  of  Gold  in  Holland  and  the  neighbouring 
countries  was,  as  near  as  could  be  computed  upon  a 
medium,  as  15  to  1  in  Silver.  That,  according  to 
this  value,  the  currency  of  the  Guinea  at  22  Shil- 
lings was  too  high,  and  occasioned  a  dispropor- 
tionate importation  of  Gold,  and  an  exportation  of 
Silver.  That  the  bringing  down  the  Guineas  to 
31*.  6d.  would  make  the  value  of  our  Gold  in  Coin 
very  near  as  15f  to  1  in  proportion  to  the  rate  of 
our  Silver  Money  ;  which,  though  not  quite  so  low 
as' the  rate  in  Holland,  &c.  they  conceived  would  be 
sufficient  to  correct  the  error. 

In  consequence  of  this  Report  the  Commons  came 
to  the  following  Resolution :  '*  That,  under  the  Act 
7th  and  8th  William  III.  chap.  I9,  no  person  is 
obliged  to  take  Guineas  at  22s.  a-piece."     The  price 

k  statute  9  and  10  Wmiam  III.  chap.  28. 
1  Proclamation.    In  1806  in  the  possession  of  Mr.  Manson> 
bookseller  in  Gerrard-street,  Soho. 
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then  fell  to  2ls.  6d.  at  which  rate  th^y  were  received 
by  the  Officers  of  the  Revenue  ^. 

1699.  In  this  year  the  great  Re-coinage  of  th^ 
Silver  Money  was  completed,  having  occupied  th^ 
greater  part  of  tha.t  and  of  the  three  preceding 
years. 

^^  According  to  the  Account  of  th^  Officers  of 
the  Mint^  the  new  Silver  Coin  aniounted  in  tale  to 

^  Of  v^xifh  were  joined  in  the        ^.        s.   d. 

Tower  -----.    5,091,121     7     7 

^^  In  the  Country  Mints  -    -     1,791,787  13    0 

6,»82,908  19    7 

"  The  Mint  Charges  were  ^g.l 79,43 1*  Ss. 

*^  And  the  whole  charge  and  losses  are  supposed 
to  be  not  less  than  ^.2,700,000. 

"  Mr.  Lowndes,  in  his  Report,  estimated  the  (][uan- 
tity  of  worn  and  Silver  Money,  then  ^current,  at 
^•4,000,000;  and  the  loss  which  the  publick  would 
incur  by  re-coining  it,  according  to  the  old  standard, 
at  ^.2,000,000. 

*^  It  appears  above  that  the  actual  quantity  of 
Silver  Money,  either  re-coined  or  made  of  Plate 
brought  to  the  Mint,  was  ^.6,883,908.  19^.  jd.  If 
we  suppose  that  only  two-thirds  of  this  sum,  that  is, 
^.4,588,605.  19^.  8^rf.,  were  worn  and  clipped 
Coins,  which  were  diminished  nearly  one  half,  and 
received  at  the  Exchequer,  in  payment  of  the  Pub- 
lick  Revenues,  &c.  at  their  nominal  value,  the  loss 
to  the  publick,  on  this  account,  would  amount  to 

m  CoKnnu>ii8  Joornabj  vol.  XII.  pp,  5,11  j  514.    3y  m^tfike^ 
the  Resolution  is  dated  on  the  16th  of  Juiie^  iittte^d  Qf  February. 
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^•2,294i302.  19s.  lO^d.  It,  again^  we  suppose  thi^t 
the  remaining  thirds  being  ^.2,994,30^- 19^<  I^^t^m 
cost  the  publick  no  more  than  six  Pence  an  ounce, 
or  about  10  per  cent,  this  is  a  further^  loss  of 
^•^29,430.  Add  to  this  the  charges  of  Coining, 
or  Mint  charges,  amounting  to  ^.179,431.  6^., 
and  the  three  sums  make  together  ^•3,703,164. 

For  the  greater  expedition  in  this  Coinage,  and 
for  the  more  ready  dispersion  of  the  Money,  when 
coined,  over  the  kingdom.  Mints  were  established 
at  Bristol,  Chester,  Exeter,  Norwich,  and  York,  be- 
side the  accustomed  Mint  in  the  Tower  of  London* 

By  means  of  these  Mints  the  important  work  waH 
finished,  but,  as  above  stated,  at  a  very  considerable 
ej:pense  to  the  publick.  This,  together  with  the 
infinite  loss  sustained  in  trade,  by  the  exorbitant 
price  of  Guineas,  which  bought  our  commodities, 
Mr.  Leake  is  of  opinion  might  have  been  avoided, 
if  the  pernicious  consequences  of  it  had  been  consi<* 
dered  in  time ;  and  that  a  method  similar  to  that 
which  was  adopted  by  the  Parlis^ment  in  1.647  would 
have  been  efiectual  to  bring  down  the  extravagant 
price  of  Gold,  to  preserve  a  great  part  of  the  Silver 
from  being  clipped,  and  to  bring  the  clipped  Money 
to  the  Mint  to  be  re-coined  at  a  small  charge.  The 
loss  by  such  a  measure  (namely,  the  prohibiting  at 

n  Draft  of  an  intended  Report  on  the  State  of  the  Coinage,  by 
the  late  Loid  Liverpool.  Mr.  Folkes^  in  his  Table  of  Silver 
Coinsj  p.  4^,  saLjs,  *^  I  have  always  been  told,  that  in  a  manner 
ail  the  Silver  that  came  to  the  Mints^  at  this  tirne^  coasisted  only 
of  pieces  ooined  between  the  sixtb  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Ed- 
ward the  Sixth  and  the  year  \S6%  when  the  Coinage  by  the  mill 
and  screw  was  introduced**' 
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once  the  currency  of  dimintshed  Money  and  reduc- 
ing it  to  Bullion  at  a  certain  rate)  he  thinks  would 
have  occasioned  the  loss  to  fall  chiefly  upon  those 
who  made  a  trade  of  clipping,  and  who  deserved  to 
suffer,  and  refund  some  part  of  their  unjust  gain ; 
and  that^  as  to  smail  sums  in  the  hands  of  private 
persons^  the  loss  would  have  been  nothing,  in  com- 
parison of  the  benefit  of  the  Re-coinage ;  and  that  by 
this  means  many  millions  might  have  been  saved  ^. 
But^  when  it  is  considered  how  much  of  that  por- 
tion which  was  in  the  possession  of  individuals  would 
have  been  found  in  the  hands  of  those  who  could  ill 
sustain  the, loss  of  one  half  of  their  little  property^ 
it  is  as  impossible  not  to  applaud  the  Government 
for  its  beneficent  attention  to  their  wants,  and  for 
its  magnanimity  in  resolving  upon,  and  carrying 
into  execution,  the  great  measure  of  a  Re-coinage, 
without  laying  any  burden  upon  the  lower  classes  of 
its  subjects,  although  in  the  midst  of  an  expensive 
war,  as  it  is  not  to  lament  its  want  of  wisdom  in 
continuing  to  Coin  upon  the  old  standard,  notwith- 
standing the  increased  value  of  Silver.     The  argu- 
ments of  Mr.  Locke,  and  of  the  few  others  who 
supported  that  mode  of  procedure,  Were  so  unan- 
swerably refuted  by  their  opponents,  that  the  whole 
influence  of  the  Grovemment  was  barely  suflSicient  to 
carry  through  the  House  of  Commons  the  various 
Resolutions  by  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer drove  on  his  favourite  point.     Should  any  one, 
at  this  time,  doubt  on  which  side  the  real  strength 
of  the  arguments  lay,  it  will  be  necessary  only  to 
refer  him  to  the  event  of  that  mode  of  Coins^,  and, 

o  Historical  Account  of  English  Money,  page  396. 
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provided  he  is  not  determined  still  to  doubt,  he  will 
then  hesitate  no  longer.  The  Re-coinage  was  com- 
pleted in  1699,  when  something  short  of  seven  mil- 
lions of  Silver  Money  were  coined ;  and  yet,  so 
early  as  the  seventh  year  of  Queen  Anne  [1708],  it 
was  found  necessary  to  give  further  encouragement 
to  the  Coinage  of  Silver  Money,  by  offering  a  pre- 
mium upon  every  ounce  of  foreign  Coins,  &c.  that 
should  be  brought  to  the  Mint  within  a  limited 
timeP;  and,  in  17 1 7,  not  more  that  eighteen  years 
after  the  Re-coinage,  Sir  Isaac  Newton  said  in  his 
Report,  ^^  IF  siLV£R  money  should  B£Com£  a  lit- 
tle SCARCER,  PEOPLE  WOULD  IN  A  LITTLE  TIME  RE- 
FUSE TO  MAKE  PAYMENTS  IN  SILVER  WITHOUT  A  PRE- 
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The  want  of  a  circulating  medium,  occasioned  by 
the  withdrawing  of  the  diminished  Coins,  was  for  a 
time  severely  felt,  and  various  methods  were  sug- 
g^ted  to  supply  it ;  which  was  at  last  effected,  in  a 
great  measure,  by  the  issue  of  Exchequer  Bills,  in 
the  year  1696,  bearing  an  interest  of  seven  Pounds 
twelve  Shillings  ay  ear '. 

As  the  alarm  respecting  the  ill  state  of  the  Coins 
was  first  given  from  the  Pulpit  by  Mr.  Fleetwood, 
so  an  anonymous  Author  thought  fit  to  comme- 
morate the  restoration  of  the  Money,  in  a  Sermon 
from  the  30th  verse  in  the  6th  chapter  of  the  Pro- 
phet Jeremiah ». 

P  Statute  7  Anne,  chapter  XXIV.  §  % 
q  Lord  Liverpool's  Treatise  on  the  Coins  of  the  Bj^aUm,  p.  80. 
'  Tindal's  Continuation  of  Rapin's  History  of  England,  vol.  III. 
page  336. 

»  "  Rep]:;obate  Silver  shall  men  call  theax,  because  the  Lord 
hath  rejected  them." 
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.  In  his  Discourse  he  endeavoured,  aooording  to  the 
mode  of  that  time,  to  set  forth  the  spiritual  state  of 
the  Nation,  from  the  condition  of  its  Money,  in  a 
eontimied  successioii  of  paralMs.  ^^  What  the  case 
of  this  land  hath  been,**  says  he,  "  with  respect  to 
the  debasing  of  the  Coin,  almost  every  one  is  sensi- 
ble of,  and  hath  felt  more  or  less.  Had  it  not  been 
timely  restored,  it  might  have  proved  rain  to  the 
Nation.  Now  this  similitude  doth  so  suit  the  con- 
dition of  this  poor  Church  and  Nation,  widi  respect 
to  our  great  degeneracy,  that,  unless  Something  be 
done  for  a  more  effectual  remedy,  our  case  must 
needs  be  sad  indeed." 

In  this  parallel  there  is  nothing  objectionable,  but 
some  that  follow  are  so  strained  as  to  give  a  turn 
almost  ludicrous  to  that  which  the  Author,  no 
doubt,  intended  should  bear  a  serious  appearance. 

Thus  he  say^  "  The  dangerous  condition  in  which 
the  land  was  a  while  ago  on  this  account  [i.  e.  the 
debasement  of  the  Coins]  doth  represent  to  us  our 
danger  still  with  respect  to  higher  corruptions  ; 
^  where  it  is  to  be  hoped  there  may  be  the  true  stamp 
still ;  ytt  is  our  spiritual  state,  like  that  of  the  Coin, 
impaired ;  the  ancient  seriousness,  piety,  and  charity, 
much  dipt  off;  the  letters  missing  by  which  it  was 
wont  to  be  known ;  bi/  this  shall  all  men  know  that 
ye  are  wy  Disciples,  if  ye  love  one  am>ther;  our 
divisions  have  been  to  us  what  the  shears,  and  such 
like  instruments,  have  been  to  the  Money.*' 
X  And  •  in  another  place  he  says,  "  See  that  you 
have  the  image  of  God  instamped  and  renewed  upon 
your  souls.  When  the  Coin  was  debased,  they 
melted  down  ihe  Money  that  had  the  right  stamp, 
they  corrupted  it  with  the  baser  metals  of  Brass  and 


/' 


William  iit. 


447 


Irort,  and  placed  a  counterfeit  stamp  upon  it ;  this 
was  our  ruin  at  first.  .  By  the  Fiall,  the  image  of 
God  was  lost  and  defaced,  and  a  contrary  imagfe 
stamped  upon  the  soul.  There  Must  be  a  restoring 
the  K.ing*s  image  again ;  the  debased  Coin  must  be 
broken  with  the  hammer,  melted  with  the  &te,  and 
made  susceptible  of  a  new  stamp.  How  admirably 
doth  this  set  fiMrth  the  work  of  grace  upon  the  heart! 
Jer.  xxiii.  2d*  Is  not  my  word  like  ajire^  saUh  the 
Lord,  and  like  a  hammer  that  hreaketk  the  rock  in 
pieces  9  Thou  must  be  broken  by  the  hamtn^r  of 
the  Law,  and  malted  down  by  the  Gospel,  and  the 
Lord's  image  must  be  renewed  upon  thy  soul.  Col. 
iii.  10.  And  have  put  on  the  new  man,  which  is 
renewed,  after  the  image  of- Him  that  cteated  him.^ 

But  of  this  enough.  When,  however,  this  anony- 
mous Author  gets  clear  for  a  moment  of  his  parallels, 
his  remarks  become  more  apposite.  Such,  for  in- 
stance, is  this  passage  in  which  he  addresses  him- 
self to  the  Restorers  of  the  Coin,  and  tells  them, 
**  I  doubt  not,  when  the  heat  of  men's  passions  is  a 
little  over,  the  whole  Nation  will  thankfijlly  ac- 
knowledge your  wisdom  and  care  in  the  late  regu- 
lation of  the  Money ;  and  the  more  serious  part  of 
it  will  especially  take  notice  of  your  delivering  us 
from  so  great  a  snare,  as  Was  the  customary  putting 
off  bad  money  to  one  another,  almost  at  last  without 
reluctancy." 

But  he  soon  relapses ;  and  prays,  *^  that  they^ 
may  resolve  to  sit  de  die  in  diem^  as  one  graad 
Committee  of  Religion,  till  all  things  are  brought 
to  the  balance,  and  reduced  to  the  great  standard  of 
the  Word." « 

*  A  Sermon  on  the  restoring  of  the  C^ins^  with  reference  to 
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1 700.  On  the  5th  of  July,  in  this  year,  the  Board 
of  Trade  took  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
Coin  in  the  Plantations.  A  Memorial  by  Mr.  John 
Fysack  was  then  read,  proposing  the  erection  of  a 
Mint  in  some  of  the  Plantations  on  the  Continent 
of  America,  as  a  means  to  remedy  many  inconve- 
niences in  the  trade  of  those  parts.  And  he  being 
further  heard  in  what  he  had  to  offer,  their  Lord- 
ships, after  full  consideration  of  the  matter,  did  not 
think  fit  that  any  Mint  should  be  erected  there. 
But  esteeming  it  generally  convenient  that  all  Coins 
current  in  the  Plantations  should  pass  in  all  places 
at  one  and  the  same  rate,  they  resolved,  in  the  first 
convenient  opportunity,  to  consider  the'  difiiculties 
that  occur  therein,  and  in  what  manner  it  may  be 
best  effected  ^ ;  but  I  do  not  find  that  they  proceeded 
any  further. 

At  this  time  there  were  such  vast  quantities  of 
French  Gold  in  the  Nation  that  the  whole  trade  was 
in  a  manner  carried  on  with  it,  although  it  wanted 
Sixpence  of  the  true  value.  The  quantity  of  it  oc- 
casioned a  report  that  Count  Tallard,  the  French 
Ambassador^  had  brought  it  over,  and  distributed 
it  to  some  Members  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

1700-1.  The'  circulation  of  it  was  soon,  how- 
ever, checked ;  for  the  Council  thought  fit  to  make 
au  Order,  on  the  5th  of  February,  and  a  Proclama- 
tion followed,  that  the  Louis  d'Or  and  Spanish  Pis- 

the  State  of  the  Nation^  and  of  the  Church  therein.  By  a  Mi- 
niBter  of  the  Church  of  England.  Isa.  i.  25.  I  toiZi  turn  my  hand 
v^pon  thee,  and  purely  purge  away  ihy  dross,  and  take  away  all 
thy  Tin.    4to^  London,  1697. 

u  Minutes  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  communicated  by  the  latet 
Sir  F.  M.  Eden,  bart. . 
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lole  should  not  go  for  above  seventeen  shillings ;  this 
brought  theo)  to  the  Mint,  and  one  million  four 
hundred  thousand  Pounds  were  coined  out  of  them  \ 

In  the  Parliament  which  met  at  Westminster  on 
the  6th  of  February,  an  Act  was  passed  for  the  ap- 
pointing Wardens  and  Assay  Masters  for  assaying 
wrought  Plate  in  the  Cities  of  York,  Exeter,  Bristol, 
Chester,  and  Norwich,  in  order  to  relieve  the  Gold- 
smiths, &c.  from  the  difficulties  and  hardships  they 
laboured  under  in  the  exercise  of  their  trade,  for 
want  of  Assayers  in  convenient  places,  and  to  pre- 
vent frauds  and  corruption  in  their  work  y. 

1701.  The  Act  for  encouraging  of  Coinage  was 
continued  for  seven  years,  from  the  1st  of  June, 
this  year,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  first 
Session  of  Parliament  then  next  following,  to  defray 
the  necessary  expenses  of  his  Majesty's  Mint  *. 

X  Leake,  page  397.  The  Report  mentioned  in  the  text  re- 
ceives some  countenance  from  Burnet,  who  says,  that  as  soon  as 
the  Parliament  was  opened,  it  appeared  that  the  French  hsA  a 
great  party  in  it.  It  is  certain  that  the  packet-boat  from  France 
seldom  came  over,  during  the  winter,  with  less  than  10,000 
Louis  d'Ors,  and  it  often  brought  more  5  the  Nation  was  filled 
with  them  5  and  in  six  months  time  a  million  of  Guineas  were 
coined  out  of  them.  The  merchants,  indeed,  said  that  the  ba- 
lance of  trade  was  then  so  much  turned  to  our  side,  that  whereas 
we  were  wont  to  carry  over  a  million  of  our  Money  in  specie,  we 
then  sent  no  Money  to  France,  and  had  at  least  half  that  sum 
sent  over  to  balance  the  trade.  Yet  this  did  not  Account  for 
that  vast  flood  of  French  Gold  that  was  visible  amongst  us ;  and, 
upon  the  French  Ambassador*s  going  away,  a  very  sensible  alter- 
ation was  found  in  the  Bills  of  Exchange ;  so  it  was  concluded 
that  great  remittances  were  made  to  him,  and  that  these  were 
distributed  among  those  who  resolved  to  merit  a  share  in  that 
wealth  which  came  over  now  so  copiously,  beyond  the  example 
of  former  times.     [Hbtory  of  his  own  Time,  vol.  II.  p.  257.] 

y  Statute  12  and  13  W.  III.  chap.  4.        z  Id.  chap.  11.  §  16. 

yOL.  III.  G  G 
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'  On  the  3d  of  that  months  the  Foreign  Cotns  then 
current  in  Ireland  were  reduced,  by  Prodamation^ 
to  the  following  rates,  at  which  they  were  to  be  re- 
ceived in  all  payments  after  Friday,  the  6tb  of  the 
same  month,  viz.  , 

Gold. 


, 

Weight. 

Value. 

dwt.  gr. 

£^ 

«.     ^. 

The  Spanish  or  French  Pistole 

4     8- 

-0 

i8    6 

The  Half  in  proportion. 

, 

Silver. 

# 

The  Duccatoon  -     •    -     -     - 

20  16- 

-0 

6    0 

The  Half  and  Quarter  in  pro- 

portion. 

The  Mexico,  Sevil,  or  Pillar 

Piece  of  Eight,  Cross  Dol- 

• 

lar,  and  other  Dollars,  and 

the  French  Lewis  -    -     -     - 

17    0- 

-0 

4    9 

The  Half  and  Quarter  in  pro- 

> 

^rtion. 

. 

The  old  Peru  Piece  of  Eight  - 

17    0  — 

■  0 

4     6 

The  Half  and  Quarter  in  pro- 

' 

portion. 

« 

1 

The  Crusadoe  of  Portugal 

10  20  — 

■0 

3    % 

The  Half 

5   10  — 

-0 

1  7' 

with  the  usual  allowance  of  two  Pence  for  every 
Grain  wanting  in  the  weight  of  the  Gold,  and  three 
Halfpence  for  every  half  pennyweight  deficient  in 
any  piece  of  Silver^. 

a  Should  not  this  sum  be  \b,  7id,  ?     If  it  be  a  mistake^  how- 
ever^ Mr.  Simon  has  continued  it  in  the  Table  of  Value  in  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne.     [Page  69.] 
>  Simon^  Appendix^  No  C. 
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"  ft  is  thought,^  says  Simon,  **  that  at  this  time 
the  Guineas  which  before  passed  for  twenty-sii 
Shillings,  in  Ireland,  were  reduced  to  twenty-three 
Shillings,  and  the  Half*Guineas  in  proportion ;  the 
Crown,  which  passed  for  five  Shillings  and  tert 
Pence,  or,  as  some  say*,  for  six  Shillings,  was  re- 
duced to  five  Shillings  and  five  Pence,  and  the  Hal^ 
Crown,  Shilling,  and  Sixpence  in  proportion.  But, 
as  I  could  not  find  the  Proclamation  for  it,  I  must 
give  it  as  I  got  it,  upon  common  report."  ^ 

No  Gold  was  coined  in  Scotland  in  the  two  pre- 
ceding reigns ;  but  in  this  year  were  struck  at  Edin^ 
burgh  Pistoles  and  Half-Pistoles,  having  the  King^ii 
head  laureat  on  the  one  side,  and  the  royal  shield 
crowned,  with  Scotland  in  the  first  and  fourth  quar- 
ters^ between  the  letters  w.  and  r.  also  crowned,  on 
the  reverse.  .  The  style  wa«  the  ^me  as  usual,  but 
it  may  be  noted  that  there  never  was  upon  the  Coins 
of  King  William  struck  in  Scotland  any  number 
put  after  his  name ;  those  who  had  the  direction  of 
that  afiTair  being  sensible,  that  although  be  was  the 
second  King  of  Scotland  of  his  nan^,  and  the  third 
of  England,  he  was  really  the  first  of  that  name  that 
was  King  of  Great  Britain.  Under  the  head,  upon 
these  pieces,  was  the  figure  of  the  rising  sun^  and 
they  are  all  said  to  have  been  coined  of  the  Gold  sent 
over  by  the  Scotish  African  Company,  from  the 
Colony  of  Darien  in  the  West  Indies,  and  to  have 
been  thus  marked  in  memory  of  the  Rising  Sun,  a 
great  ship  fitted  out  by  those  merchants  upon  that 
occasion,  and  in  which  this  Gold  was  brought  home. 

All  that  Mr.  Folkes  had  seen  of  these  Pistoles^ 

c  Simon>  page  68. 
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that  were  in  fine  preservation,  constantly  weighed 
full  106  troy  grains;  from  whence  he  judged  that 
they  were  intended  to  run  for  ^.12  Scotish  Money  ^, 
1701-2.  On  the  8th  of  March  King  William 
died^  at  Kensitigton  Palace. 

.  The  sityle  upon*  all  the  English  Gold  and  Silver^ 
the.$cotish  Silver  and  the  Irish  Copper,  is,  before 
the  death  of  Queen  Mary,  guliei^mus  et  maria 

i^Bl  GIIATIA.    MAG.  BR.  FR.  ET  HIB.  REX  ET  REGINA  ^ 

On  the  English  Copper  and  Tin  the  Reverse  bears 
BRITANNIA. only,  wlth  the  date. 

After  the  death  of  his  Queen  the  Roman  nume- 
rals wer^}  added  to  his  name  on  the  English  Gold 
wd  Silver  Money,  but  the  Copper  has  tertius  at 
length..  No  numeral  distinction  whatever  appears 
upon  his  Scotish  Coins,  probably  for  the  reason  as- 
signed above  by  Mr.  Folkes.  In  othei:  respects,  the 
styl^  upon  the  Scotish  Gold,  and  upon  the  larger 
pieces  of  the  Silver,  is  the  same  as  upon  the  English, 
J^ut  the  smaller  Silver,  and  the  Copper  Coins  have 
on  the  Reverse  nemo  me  impune  lacesset. 

At  the  great  Re-coinage  the  initials  b.  c.  e.  n.  and 
Yr  y,  Vfere  placed  upon  the  Obverse,  to  mark  the 
seNreral  Mints  of  Bristol,  Chester,  Exeter,  Norwich, 
and  York.  But  the  greater  part  of  that  Coinage 
proceeded  from  the  Mint  in  the  Tower  of  London. 
The  Edinburgh  Mint  was  worked  in  this  reign. 

d  Folkes,  p.  152.     See  Gold  Coins,  PL  XIX.  Nos.  19  and  13. 

e  Except  upon  the  Scotish  Copper,  where  the  Reverse  has  this 
taiotto^^NEMo  MB  iMPUNE  LAc£ss£T.  The  stylc  OH  the  Great 
Seal3  was  continued  as  before.  ^ 
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1701-2.  On  the  death  of  King  William,  Anne, 
the  second  daughter  of  King  James  II.  succeeded 
to  the  Crown.  In  the  reign  of  this  Queen  we  enter 
upon  the  second  splendid  period  in  the  Annals  of 
our  Mints,  for  the  beauty  of  her  Coinage  is  exceeded 
only  by  the  admirable  works  of  Simon,  during  the 
Protectorate  of  Cromwell,  and  part  of  the  reign  of 
King  Charles  II.  These  two  lucid  points  are  ren- 
dered still  more  illustrious  by  the  contrast  of  that 
thick  gloom  which  almost  entirely  surroUnds  them,' 
and  through  which  no  ray  of  genius  bursts;  but 
wherever  the  eye  is  turned,  it  is  fixed  upon  darkness 
visible. 

The  excellency  of  our  Coins  during  these  two 
short  periods  only,  shows  how  much  the  arts  de-' 
pend  upon  the  good  taste  and  patronage  of  Princes* 
Under  the  government  of  Charles  I.  whose  superior 
skill  in  the  fine  arts  is  ackhowledged  even  by  his 
enemies,  the  works  of  the  Mint  attained  to  consi-^ 
derable  beauty;  and  from  the  further  encourage- 
ment which  they  received  from  the  Rulers  of  the 
Commonwealth,  and  from  Cromwell,  they  arrived 
at  a  degree  of  perfection  which  was  unequalled  by 
the  Coins  of  the  neighbouring  States. 

In  the  debauched  reign  of  Charles  II.  they  soon 
began  to  decline,  for  that  patronage  is  languid  in- 
deed, which  is  only  pleased  when  merit  is  brought  *» 
home  to  it,  but  is  too.  indolent  to  search  for  genius, 
and  too  indiscriminate  in  its  bounty  to  confine  it  to 
merit  ^ 

'  Such  is  the  character  which  the  late  Lord  Orford  gave  of  the 


/ 


454 


ANNALS   OF  THE   COINAGE. 


The  short  and  tempestuous  reign  of  James  II. 
could  afford  but  little  encouragement  to  the  arts  ; 
and  the  genius  of  William  III.  directed  his  atten- 
tion to  glory  of  a  far  different  kind  from  that  which 
is  to  be  acquired  from  their  advancement. 

Thus  the  art  of  Coinage  languished,  until  this  glo- 
rious re^n  restored,  to  a  high  degree  of  yigour, 
those  powers  which  neglect  had  so  greatly  debili- 
tated. 

The  legal  provisions  respecting  the  Coins  were 
not  numerous  in  this  reign. 

In  the  first  Parliament,  which  was  held  on  her 
accessicm,  (and  which  appears  from  the  Statute 
Book  to  have  been  only  a  continuation  oi  that  which 
began  in  the  13th  year  of  the  late  King)  an  Act 
was  passed  for  continuing  the  Statutes  of  the  8th 
and  9th  of  ^S^ilKam  III.  fer  better  prevailing  the 
counterfeiting  the  current  Coin  of  the  Kingdom*  It 
extended  the  time  limited  by  the  former  Act,  to 
the  25th  of  March  1709>  because  the  said  Act  had 
been  found  of  good  use,  for  suppressing  the  coun* 
terfeitiug  the  current  Coins  of  the  Kii^dom,  by 
such  tools  and  instruments  as  were  therein  prohi- 
bited. 

It  also  enlarged  the  time  for  commenciag  prose- 
cution, from  three  months  to  six. 

And  in  addition  to  the  places  wherdin  Assay 
.  Offices  were  fixed,  by  the  12th  of  William  III.  the 
town  of  Newcastle  upon  Tyne  was  appointed^  as 
%lly  as  if  it  had  been  expressed  in  that  Acts. 

patronage  of  Charles  II.  in  his  AnecdotesT  of  PaintiDg,  voL  III, 
page  150^  and  it  is  drawn  with  great  tnxih,  and  the  hand  of  a 
poaster. 
S  Statute  1  Anne.    Statute  1«  chap.  9. 
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1702*  On  the  fourdi  of  May,  war  was  declared 
against  France  and  Spain,  and  in  October  following 
tiie  town  of  Vigo,  in  Ga]licia,  was  taken  from  the 
Spaniards,  and  some  of  the  Gold  and  Silver  found 
there  was  coined,  with  the  word  vigo  under  the 
Queen's  bust,  to  commemorate  tiiat  event  \ 

These  Coins,  as  well  as  all  othiers  which  were 
striick  in  this  reign,  were  of  the  same  weight  and 
fineness  as  those  of  the  late  King. 

1704.  The  currency  of  foreign  Money  in  her 
Majesty's  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America,  wai» 
in  so  unsettled  a  state,  that  Coins  of  the  same  $pe* 
cies  were^  received  at  different  rates  in  di&rent 
places,  by  which  means  the  Money  was  drained 
from  one  Colony  to  another.  In  order  to  obvis^e 
this  inconvenience,  a  table  wsls  formed,  from  the 
Assays  tnade  in  the  Mint,  by  which  the  valiie  of  tiie 
following  Coins  was  ascertained,  viz. 

Weight.  .    Value. 

\  dwt.  gr.  s.     d. 

Sevil  Piece  of  Eight,  old  Plate    17  12  — —  4  6t 

Ditto,  new  Plate       -     .     -     -  14     0  — — -  3  7^' 

Mexico  Piece  of  Eight  -     -     -1712  4  6 

Pillar  Ditto    -     -     -     --     -I712  4  €^ 

Peru  Ditto,  old  Plate    -     -     -  17   12  nearly,  4     5 
Cross  Dollars       -----  18     0  4     4f 

Duccatoons  of  Flanders      -    -  20  21  5  6 

Ecus  of  Flanders,  or  Silver  Lewis  17  12  4  6 

Crusadoes  of  Portugal   -     -     -  11     4  ■  2  10^ 

Three  Gilder  Pieces  of  Holland  20     7 5  2^ 

Old  Rix  Dollars  of  the  Empire  18  10  ,4  € 

^  Some  of  these  Coins  have  the  date  of  this  year^  1702>  but  the. 
greater  number  was  struck  In  the  nelct  year.  *  S6e  Silfier  Coins 
Plate  XXXVII.  Nob  9,  10>  11,  and  1%  and  Gold  Coins,  PMe 
XVI.  Nos  17,  18,  19,  and  20- 
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Halves  and  quarters  in  proportion,  and  ligbt  pieces 
according  to  their  weight. 

These  values  being  thus  ascertained,  it  was  or- 
dained by  Proclamation,  on  the  l8th  of  June  17€^9 
that  after  the  1st  of  Jaiiuary  next  following,  no  Se- 
vill,  Pillar,  or  Mexico,  Piece  of  Eight,  though  of  full 
weight,  should  be  received  or  paid  at  above  the  rate 
of  six '  Shillings  each  current  Money,  for  the  dis- 
charge of  any  contracts  or  bargains  to  be  made  after 
the  said  ist  of  January.  And  that  the  currency  of 
all  Pieces  of  Eight  of  Peru,  Dollars,  and  other  fo- 
reign species  of  Silver  Coin,  whether  of  the  same  or 
of  baser  alloy,  should,  after  that  tiine,  stand  regulated 
according  to  their  weight  and  fineness,  in  proportion 
to  the  rate  before  limited  for  the  Pieces  of '  Eight  of 
Sevill,  &c.  so  that  no  foreign  Silver  Coin,  of  any 
tort,  should  be  permitted  to  exceed  that  prc^rtion, 
upon  any  account  whatsoever  K 

1 705.  In  this  year  an  Act  was  passed  to  empower 
the  Lord  High  Treasurer,  or  the  Commissioners  of 

.  the  Treasury,  to  issue  out  of  the  Monies  arising  by 
the  Coinage  Duty,  any  sum  not  exceeding  ^.500, 
over  and  above  the  sum  of  ^3,000  yearly,  for  the 
uses  of  the  Mint  J.  That  sum  of  ^-3,000  was  first 
granted  by  Statute  18  C.  II.  cap.  5.  for  fees,  &c.  of 
the  Officers^  and  for  repairs  of  the  buildings  of  the 
Mint. 

1706.  By  the  articles  of  Union  of  the  two  King- 
doms of  England  and  Scotland,  which  were  agreed 
upon  on  the  22d  of  July,  I706,  and  which  were  to 
take  place  on  the  1st  of  May  in  the  following  year, 

i  Proclamation  in  the  Royal  Library.   This  being  found  insuf- 
ficient, was  enforced  by  Statute  6  Anne>  chap.  SO. 
Stat.  4  Anne^  cap.  22. 
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it  was  agreed,  that  from  and  after  that  day^  the  Coin 
should  be  of  the  same  standard  and  value,  through- 
out the  United  Kingdom,  as  it  was  at  that  tim^  in 
England  ;  and  that  a  Mint  should  be  continued  in 
Scotland^  under  the  sam#  rule9  as  the  Mint  in.  Eng- 
land, and  the  preseot.Officeits  of  the  Mint  continued, 
subject  to  such  regulations  and  alterations  as  her 
Majesty,  her  heirs,  and  successors,  or  the  Parliament 
of  Great  Britain,  should  think  fit  K 

1707.  An  alteration  was  now  made  in  the  Royal 
Arms,  on  both  the  English  and  Scotish  Coins.  £1^- 
Wdand  Scotland  were  then  impaled  in  the  first  and 
third  qnarterings,  France  placed  in  the  second,  apd 
Ireland  in  the  fourth. 

The  losses  < which  private  persons  might  sustain 
hy  reducing  the  Coin  of  Scotland  to  the  standard 
and  value  of  the  Coin  of  England,  were  to  be  made 
good  out  of  a  fund  created  by  the  15th  article  of  the 
Union.  And  by  a  Statute  of  th6  seventh  of  Anne 
^.1,200  were  to  be  allowed,  out  of  the  Coinage 
Duty,  for  the  expenses  of  the  Mints  of  Scotland  K 

*^  In  consequence  of  these  regulations,  all  the 
old  Silver  Money  was  presently  called  into  the 
Mint,  to  be  recoined  into  sterling  Money  the  same 
as  the  English,  and  the  Crowns,  Half  Crowns,  Shil- 
lings, and  Sixpences,  which  were  then  struck,  bear- 
ing date  1707  and  1708,  are  to  be  distinguished  from 
those  coined  in  England,  only  by  the  letter  e,  for 
Edinburgh,  stamped  upon  them  under  her  Majesty's 
bust. 

^^  There  was  upon  this  occasion  brought  into  the 
Mint  at  Edinburgh  to  be  re-coined  in  the  year  I707, 

k  Article  XVI.  as  recited  in  Statute  5  Anne,  chap.  8. 
1  Chapter  XXIV.  h  3. 
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of  SHver  MociieB  dien  ourrent  in  •Scotland^  oter  inA 
a(M>ve  what  is  usually  hoarded  up  and  laid  bj  in  like 
cases,  what  was  by  the  Silversmiths  converted  into 
Plate  and  Bullion,  and  some  ^ousand  Pounds  that 
came  in  afterwards,  the  valueof  ^4 1 1 , 1 1 7 . 1 0«.  9^.™ 
0berling ;  as  I  learn  from  the  excelleiit  and  judici- 
cms  preface  prefiKcd  by  Mr.  Thomas  Ruddiman  to 
Mr.  James  Anderson's  Thesaurus  Diphmatum  et 
Numismatum  Scotiw.  But  all  this  last  mentioned 
sttm  was  not  coined  at  that  time,  as  the  same  learned 
person  farther  informs  us  ;  for  the  invasion,  which 
happened  neiur  the  end  of  the  j^^ar  1707,  made  it 
beoessary  to  issue  again  for  common  use  a  great 
number  of  the  Forty  Shilling  Pieces  Seotish,  and  of 
the  other  Cc»ns  of  that  sort,  that  had  been  brought 
into  the  Mikit  just  before.  Besides  which  jg.40,000 
sterling  in  £ngUsh  milled  Money,  that  they  included 
in  the  account,  had  no  occasion  to  he  re-<K>ined ; 
and  this  is  the  reason  why  the  sum  formerly  men-* 
tioned  to  have  been  minted  at  Edinburgh,  by  the 
English  Moneyers  ®ent  from  the  Tower  to  instruct 
tiiose  in  Scotland  in  the  usages  of  the  English  Mint, 

ni  Ruddiihan  gives  the  particulars  of  this  sum>  from  the  notes 
of  Mr.  David  Drummond,  Treasurer  in  the  Bank  of  Scotland. 

£.  s.  tf. 
Fioreign  Silver  Money  .  -  -  -  13^,080  17  O 
Milled  Scottish  Coins  ...  .  96,856  13  9 
€oins  struck  by  the  hammer  -  -  .  142>180  O  0 
English  milled  Coin  -        -        -        -      40^000    O    0 


411,117  10    9 


introduction  to  Anderson*s  Diplomata  Scotise.  By  Thomas  Rud- 
diman, page  175.  This  is  an  anonymous  translation  of  the  work 
quoted  in^the  text.] 
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was  so  much  less  than  the  sam  last  said  to  have  been 
brougbt  into  the  Mint  of  Scotland  ^. 

The  circulation  of  foreign  Coins  in  her  Majestyls 
Plantations  in  America,  at  different  valnes  in  diffe- 
rent places,  still  continued,  notwithstanding  the  Pro* 
datnation  against  that  practice  on  the  1 8th  of  June 
1 704 ;  and  it  aow  became  necessary  to  enlbroe  that 
Proclamation  by  the  penalty  of  fine  smd  imprilKm- 
xnent.  This  was  done  by  a  Statute  made  in  this 
year,  which  first  recited  the  above-mentioned  iVo^ 
clamation,  and  then  enacted,  that  whoever^  after  tte 
first  day  of  May  1 709,  should  take,  3cc.  any  of  the 
foreign  Silver  Coin  mentioned  in  that  Proclamation^ 
at  higher  rates  than  those  thereby  regulated,  should 
suffer  «i)C  months  imprisonment,  and  also  pay  a  fine 
of  ten  Pounds,  for  every  such  offence.  It  was,  how-^ 
ever,  provided  that  nothing  in  the  Act  should  extend 
to  compel  any  person  to  receive  any  of  the  said  fo« 
reign  Silver  Coins,  at  the  rates  fixed  by  that  Ppo« 
clamation. 

Nor  was  it  to  octend  to  restrain  her  Majesty  irotn 
regulating  the  several  rates  of  the  said  species  of  fo- 
reign Coins,  within  any  of  the  said  Plantations,  in 
such  other  manner,  or  according  to  such  other  pro- 
portions, as  her  Majesty  should  judge  proper  and 
necessary ;  or  from  giving  her  Royal  assent  to  any 
Law,  hereafter  to  be  made  in  any  of  the  said  Planta- 
tions, for  settling  and  ascertaining  the  current  rates 
of  such  Coins  within  the  said  Plantations  ^ 

1708.     In  this  year,  the  Act  for  the  encourage- 

n  Folkes^  page  153.  In  a  note  at  page  1S1>  the  quantity 
doined  in  Edinburgh  in  1707>  or  the  be^nning  of  1708^  is  stated 

•  Statute  6  Anne>  -chap.  30. 
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ment  of  the  Coinage  was  continued  for  seven  years, 
from  the  1st  day  of  March  1708,  and  until  the  end 
of  the  first  Session  of  Parliament  then  next  follow- 
ing ;  with  these  additional  provisions. 

As  an  encouragement  to  the  coinage  of  Silver  Mo- 
ney, it  was  enacted  that  the  Lord  High  Treasurer, 
&c.  should  have  power  to  authorize  and  require  the 
Master  of  the  Mint  to  issue,  out  of  the  overplus 
Money  arising  from  the  Coinage  Duty,  a  sum  not 
exceeding  ^.6,000'for  the  payment  of  any  sum  not 
exceeding  two  Pence  Halfpenny  an  ounce  for  every 
ounce  of  foreign  (j^loins,  and  foreign  or  British 
wrought  plate,  of  the  standard  of  eleven  ounces  two 
pennyweights  fine,  or  reduced  thereunto,  as  should 
be  brought  into  the  Mint  after  the  20th  day  of 
April  1709,  until  the  1st  day  of  December  th^n 
next  following,  there  to  be  coined. into  the  current 
Cbihs  of  Great  Britain ;  and  the  Lord  Treasurer, 
&c.  were  authorized  to  issue  out  of  the  Exchequer, 
of  dispose  of  the  Monies  arising  by  the  Coinage 
Duty,  a  sum  not  exceeding  ^.1,200  per  annum, 
for  the  fees  and  salaries  of  the  Officers,  and  for  ex- 
penses, &c.  of  coining  in  the  Mints  of  Scotland  ;  and 
also  the  further  sum  of  ^,400  per  annum,  after  the 
IsC  day  of  June  1709,  for  the  charges  and  expenses 
of  the  Officers  employed  in  the  prosecution  of  of- 
fences in  counterfeiting,  diminishing,  or  otherwise 
concerning  the  current  Coins  of  Great  Britain,  in 
any  part  thereof  called  England  p/ 

And  by  another  Act,  which  was  passed  in  the 
same  Session,  the  Statute  of  the  first  of  the  Queen  % 
which  continued  that  of  the  9th  William  III.  chap- 
ter 2,  until  the  25th  of  March  1709,  and  td  the  end 

P  Statute  7  Anne,  chap.  24.  q  Statute  1,  cliap.  9. 
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of  the  first  Session  of  Parliament  then  next  ensuing, 
to  prevent  the  counterfeiting  Ae  current  Coin  of  the 
Kingdom,  was  made  perpetual '. 

The  Lords  Justices  and  Council  of  Ireland  were 
under  the  necessity  of  issuing  a  Proclamation^  oil 
the  19th  of  August,  to  enforce  the  several  Proda- 
matiotis  respecting  the  weight  and  currency  of  fo- 
reign Coins  in  that  Kingdom  ;  by  which  it  was  de* 
clared,  that  all  those  Coins  should  be  current,  nol^ 
withstanding  they  might  want  of  the  respective 
weights  specified  in  those  Proclamations,  two  Pence 
being  allowed  for  each  grain  of  Gold  wanting,  and 
three  Halfpence  for  every  half  pennyweight  pf  Silver 
deficient  in  any  piece.  And  that  such  Coins  should 
be  received,  ifthey  were  standing  weight,  at  the  rates 
ascertained  in  the  aforesaid  Proclamations.  And  if 
any  persons  should  act  contrary  to  the  ProclamaticHd, 
they  should  be  prosecuted  as  contemners  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's prerogative  and  authority,  with  the  utmost 
rigour  that  could  by  law  be  inflicted  against  such 
offenders*. 

In  this  year,  after  the  apprehensions  of  invasion 
were  at  an  end^  the  Forty  Shilling  Pieces  Scotish, 
and  the  other  Coins  of  that  sort,  which  had  be^ 
brought  to  the  Mint  at  Edinburgh,  but  which  had 
been  issued  again  from  the  necessity  of  that  time, 
were  called  a  second  time  into  the  Mint,  and  re- 
coined  into  sterling  Money  the  same  as  the  English. 

These  Coins  were  distinguished  from  those  coined 
in  1707,  by  a  mullet  of  six  points,  which  was  plaoed 
after  the  letter  e  under  the  Queen's  bust  *. 

r  Statute  7  Anne^  chap.  95. 
8  Simon^  Appendix,  Nod. 
t  See  SHver  Coins.  Plate  XXXVIII.  Nos  is,  14,  15,  16. 
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Thqr  are  tbe  last  Coins  which  were  strode  in 
SoDtkttd ;  where^  however,  they  still  retain^  in  ttany 
cases,  the  old  manner  of  account!  ag  by  their  own 
Marks,  and  other  Scotish  pieces ;  but  these  being 
now  merely  nominal,  and  no  such  really  extstmg, 
all  their  sums  of  every  denominati<m  are  esteemed 
equivalent  to  the  twelfth  part  of  tjie  same  sums  En^ 
lish^  as  they  indeed  were  when  the  two  Kingdoms 
were  united  by  King  James  the  First  of  Great 
Britain  ^, 

J  7 09.  In  this  year  an  Irish  Statute  was  passed 
to  the  same  effect  as  those  which  were  enacted  by 
th^e  English  Parliament,  in  the  8th  and  9th  of  King 
William  IIL  to  prevent  counterfeiting  the  current 
Coin  of  the  Kingdom.  This  was  to  continue  in 
force  until  the  end  of  the  next  Session  of  Parliament, 
and  no  prosecution  was  to  be  made  for  any  c^nce 
against  it,  unless  commenced  within  three  noonths '. 

1712.  It  having  been  represented  to  the  Queen^ 
by  the  Lords  Justices  and  Council  of  Ireland,  that 
the  original  Proclamation  under  the  Great  Seal, 
which  gave  currency  to  several  foreign  Coins  in  that 
Kingdom,  had  been  lately  destroyed  by  fire,  so  that 
the  Clerk  of  the  Council  could  not  make  out  such  a 
certificate  thereof  as  was  required  by  a  late  Act  of 
Parliament^  for  the  better  conviction  of  persons  who 
^ould  counterfeit  the  same,  and  that  there  were 
several  foreign  Coins  in  that  Kingdom  which,  had 
pot  been  made  current,  nor  the  values  thereof  ascer- 
tained by  any  former  Proclamation  ;  her  Majesty 
was  therefore  pleased  to  command  (by  her  Order  in 

u  F61ke6»  page  jl55. 

X   Statute  8  Anne^  chap.  30.    Abridgmeal  of  Irisk  Statutes, 
page  598.    Simpn^  page  70>  ^a^  it  an  Eagliab  Statute* 
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CouDcil,  in  Great  Britain,  bearing  date  o&  the  17th 
of  July  1712,)  that  the  several  species  of  forei^' 
Gold  and  Silver  Coins,  of  the  weio^ht  and  valiiea 
hereafter  mentioned,  should  pass  in  payooent  at  the 
several  rates  respectively  specified ;  and  that  a  PrOf* 
clarnation  should  be  issued  to  that  efiect.  This  waa 
accordingly  done  on  the  30th  of  that  month,  when 
the  following  species  of  foreign  Coins  were  ordered 
to  be  current,  from  and  after  the  12th  day  of  An?? 
gust,  at  the  rates  specified  below ;  viz. 

Gold. 

Weight.  Valise. 

dwt.  gr:         a£.    s.    d. 

The  Spanish  Quadruple  Pistole  17     8  —  3  14     0 

The  Spanish  or  French  Double 

Pistole        ---..-     816  —  1170 

The  Spanish  or  French  Pistole     48  —  0  18     6 

The  Half  and  Quarter  in  pro- 
portion. 

The  Moidore  of  Portugal  -     -     6  22—  110     0 

The  Half  and  Quarter  in  pro- 
portion. 

Silver. 

The  same  as  in  the  Proclamation  of  the  2d  of  June 

1701. 

The  usual  allowance  to  be  made  for  deficiency  of 

weight,  i.  e.  two  Pence  for  every  grain  of  Gold,  and 

three  Halfpence  for  each  half  pennyweight  of  Silver  y. 

It  was  about  this  time  that  Dean  Swift  delivered 
to  the  Lord  Treasurer  his  plan  for  improving  the 
British  Coins.     He  proposed, 

"1.  That  the  English  Farthings  and  Halfpence 
be  re-coined  upon  the  Union  o^the  two  Nations. 

y  SimoD^  Appendix^  N^  CII. 
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*^  2.  That  they  bear  devices,  and  inscriptions  al« 
lading  to  all  the  most  remarkable  parts  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's reign. 

"  3.  That  there  be  a  society  established  for  the 
finding  out  of  proper  subjects,  inscriptions,  and 
devices. 

"4.  That  no  subject,  inscription,  or  device  be 
stamped  without  the  approbation  of  this  society, 
nor,  if  it  be  thought  proper,  without  the  authority  of 
Privy  Council. 

^'  By  this  means,  medals  that  are  at  present  only 
a  dead  treasure,  of  mere  curiosities,  will  be  of  use  in 
the  ordinary  commerce  of  life,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  perpetuate  the  glories  of  her  Majesty's  reign, 
reward  the  labours  of  her  greatest  subjects,  keep 
alive  in  the  people  a  gratitude  for  publick  services, 
and  excite  the  emulation  of  posterity.  To  these  ge-* 
nerous  purposes  nothing  can  so  much  contribute  as 
medals  of  this  kind,  which  are  of  undoubted  autho- 
rity, of  necessary  use  and  observation,  not  perishable 
by  time,  nor  confined  to  any  certain  place  ;  proper- 
ties not  to  be  foundin  books,  statues,  pictures,  build- 
ings, or  any  other  monuments  of  illustrious  actions."' 

In  a  letter  to  Mrs.  Dingley,  dated  January  4th, 
1712-13,  he  says,  the  Lord  Treasurer  has  at  last 
fallen  in  with  my  project  (as  he  calls  it)  of  coining 
Halfpence  and  Farthings  with  devices,  like  medals, 
in  honour  of  the  Queen,  every  year  changing  the 
device.     I  wish  it  may  be  done  \ 

The  concluding  sentence  shews  that  the  Dean  had 
but  little  expectation  of  its  being  carried  into  efiect. 
Indeed  nothing  more  was  done  than  thg  striking  a 

z  Guardian^  No  96.  _ 

a  Letters  by  Dean  Swift>  &c.  vol.  I.  page  297* 
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few  pattern  Farthings  and  Halfpence.  One  of  the 
former  has  Britannia,  under  a  portal^  holding  an 
olive  branch  in  her  hand  ;  there  is  another  with  Peace 
in  a  car^  and  this  inscription :  pax  missa  per  or- 
B£M;  these  are  dated  in  1713  ;  and  a  third  has  a 
female  figure  standing  with  an  olive  branch  in  her 
right  handj  and  a  spear  in  the  left,  and  this  legend, 
BELLO  ET  PACE  1 7 1 3 .  The.Halfpenny  has  a  rose  and 
thistle  upon  the  same  stalk,  on  the  Reverse,  in  allu- 
sion to  the  Union  ^. 

None  of  these  were  ever  current,  and  I  have  not 
found  that  the  Dean's  project  was  proceeded  with 
any  further  ;  had  it  been  adopted  to  its  utmost  ex- 
tent, it  would  have  ennobled  our  Coinage,  and  have 
elevated  it  far  above  the  rank  of  a  liiere  medium  of 
commerce^ 

1713.     By  an  Act  of  this^  year  the  legal  rate  of 
interest  was  reduced  to  five  per  cent,  in  order  to 
bring  it  to  a  nearer  proportion  to  that  allowed  for 
'  Money  in  foreign  states  ^ 

1714-  On  the  24th  of  July^a  Proclamation  was 
issued  in  Dublin,  by  the  Lords  Justices  and  Coun- 
cil, for  making  current  in  Ireland  several  new  species 
of  French  Coins,  at  the  respective  rates  hereafter 
mentioned,  viz. 

Gold. 

Weight.  Value, 

dwt.  gr.         ^.    «.    d. 

The  French  Lewis  d*Or  of  the 

new  species     -----55  —  120 

The  Half  and  Quarter  in  pro- 
portion. 

*>  See  Supplement^  Part  II. 
c  Statute  2,  12  Anne^  chap.  16. 
VOL.  III.  H  H 
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Silver. 

Weight.  Value, 

dwt.  gr.        i£.    s,    d. 

The  French  Lewis  of  the  new 
'species  ------     •1915—rO     5     ff 

The  Half  and  Quarter  in  pro- 
portion. 

These  were  to  pass  at  standing  weight,  and  an 
allowance  to  be  made  of  two  Pence  for  every  grain  of 
Gold,  and  three  Halfpence  for  every  half  penny- 
weight of  Silver  deficient  ^. 

The  Queen  deceased  at  Kensington  on  the  1st  of 
August  in  this  year,  and  King  George  the  First,  then 
Elector  of  Brunswick  Lunenburgh,  was  proclaim^ 
the  same  day. 

Her  bust  upon  the  Gold  Coins  is  clothed  in  the 
same  manner  as  that  upon  the  Silver,  and  therefore 
differs  in  that  respect  from  the  Coinage  of  her  im- 
mediate predecessors,  William  and  Mary,  James  H. 
and  Charles  II.  A  pattern  Guinea,  dated  1702,  has 
the  neck  bare ;  but  it  is  said  that  her  Majesty  dis- 
liked the  appearance  of  it,  and  therefore  it  was  not 
coined  for  common  currency  e. 

Her  style  is  the  same  as  iii  the  last  reign  ^ 
The  only  Mints  were  those  of  Edinburgh  and 
London. 

^  SiinoD>  p.  69. 

e  See  Supplement^  Plate  VI.  No  ^7- 

i  It  was  also  the  same  upon  the  Groat  Seal  until  the  Union> 
when  it  was  altered  upon  the  Reverse  to  britaknia  .  anno  • 
RB6NI .  ANNis .  BEGINS  .  SEXTO.    [Saudford.] 
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From  the  commencement  of  his  reign  in  I714  to 
its  termination  in  the  year  I727,  his  Money  was  of 
the  same  species  and  value  as  that  of  Queen  Anne ; 
but  to  his  style,  upon  the  Reverse,  were  added  his 
German  titles,  with  fidei  defensor,  which  then  for 
the  first  time  appeared  upon  the  Coins,  although  it 
had  been  constantly  used  in  the  style  of  our  Mo- 
ndrchs  from  Henry  VIII.  on  whom  it  was  conferred 
by  Pope  Leo  X.  in  the  year  1521 ;  and  the  Arms 
of  his  Majesty's  German  Dominions  were  placed  on 
the  fourth  shield  of  the  Royal  Arms. 

1715,  In  the  year  after  his  accession,  the  duties 
for  encouraging  the  Coinage  of  Money  were  conti- 
nued,  for  the  usual  term  of  seven  years,  and  to  the 
end  of  the  first  Session  of  Parliament  next  follow- 
ing ;  and,  that  the  importers  of  Gold  and  Silver  into 
the  Mints  of  England  and  Scotland  respectively 
might  not  be  discouraged  by  any  deficiency  of  the 
Revenue  settled  by  the  Act  for  defraying  the  coinage 
thereof,  it  was  further  enacted,  that  it  should  be 
lawful  for  the  Conimissioners  of  the  Treasury,  out 
of  the  Money  arising  from  the  Act,  or  out  of  any 
other  publick  supplies,  to  cause  so  much  Money  to 
be  applied,  as  should  be  necessary  for  defraying  the 
expenses  of  the  Mints  of  England  and  Scotland  re- 
spectively, provided  the  same,  together  with  the 
Coinage  Duties  arising  from  the  Act,  should  not 
exceed  in  any  one  year  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousahdi 
Pounds  s. 

IS  i^tatute  1  George  I.  stat.  2.  chap.  XLIII. 

H  H  9 
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1716.  His  Coins  for  his  German  Dominions  bore 
the  same  figure^  titles^  and  arms  as  the  English^  but 
they  had  a  better  impression^  niore  resembling  his 
Majesty,  and  were  of  better  execution  than  the  Eng- 
lish^ Brunswick  having  been  long  famous  both  for' 
good  workmen  and  good  Money.  Some  of  these 
Coins  bear  the  date  of  1716^. 

1717.  After  the  troubles  which  disturbed  the 
early  part  of  this  reign  were  over,  the  subject  of  the 
Copper  Money  was  again  taken  into  consideration, 
and  Halfpence  and  Farthings  were  coined  in  the 
Tower  in  the  next  year.  They  were  lighter  than 
those  of  Ring  William,  the  pound  avoirdupoise 
being  now  coined  into  twenty-eight  Pence,  instead 
of  twenty-one.  The  bars  or  fillets  were  delivered  in 
at  the  Mint  at  iSd.  per  lb.  and  about  213^  tons^  or 
^.4S,000  sterling,  were  coined". 

In  consequence  of  an  Address  of  the  Commons,  a 
Proclaniation  was  issued,  on  the  2  2d  of  December, 
which  stated  that  the  value  of  Gold,  compared  with 
the  value  of  Silver,  in  the  current  Coins,  was  greater 
in  proportion  in  England,  than  in  the  neighbouring 
nations  ;  which  overvaluing  had  been  the  great  cause 
of  parrying  out  and  lessening  the  species  of  the  SiU 
ver  Coins.  It  was  therefore  ordained  that  no  per- 
son whatsoever  should  utter  or  receive  any  of  the 
pieces  of  Gold  Coin  of  England,  commonly  called 

li  Leake^  page  419. 
-  ^  SnelliDg*a  Copper  Coin^  p.  43>  quoting  Leake^  p.  415^  who 
states  the  number  of  Pence  into  whichTthe  pound  was  then  coined 
at  no  more  than  twenty-three. 

The  Copper  Coins  of  1717  and  1718  are  remarkably  small  and 
thick>  and  are  frequently  called  by  the  name  of  dumps.  (Snelling 
as  above.] 
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Guineas  (which  in  the  Mint  were  coined  only  at 
twenty  Shillings,  but  had  been  current  at  twenty- 
one  Shillings  and  Sixpence)  at  any  greater  or  higher 
rate  or  value  than  twenty-one  Shillings,  and  so  pro- 
portionably  for  larger  or  smaller  pieces.  This  was 
intended  to  bring  them  nearer  to  their  value  in  Sil- 
ver Bullion,  which  was  stated  by  Sir  Isaac  Newton 
to  be  20^.  SdJ 

The  antient  Gold  Coins  of  the  Kingdom,  which 
might  be  diminished  in  their  weight  by  wearing, 
were,  by  the  same  Proclamation,  ordained  to  be  re- 
ceived at  the  following  rates,  viz. 

The  piece  which  was  current  at  2Ss.  6d.  at  23^. 

and  no  more. 

»  ■  > 

The  piece  which  was  current  at  25*.  6d.  at  25^. 
and  no  moreK 

1717-18.  There  is  reason  to  conclude  that  this 
reduction  of  the  Gold  Coins  had  not,  from  the  very 
beginning,  the  eflfect  which  was  expected  from  it^. 
For  so  early  as  the  23d  of  January  following,  the 

j  See  his  representation  of  the  state  of  the  Gold  and  Silver 
Coins,  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury. 

^  Proclamation  in  the  Royal  Library.  This  differs  from  all 
the  former  Proclamations  respecting  the  value  of  Guineas,  which 
only  declared  at  what  rate  they  shoulcl  be  current,  but  did  not 
oblige  any  persons  to  take  them  at  that  value . 

I  Indeed  the  effect  is  stated  to  have  been  directly  contrary  to 
this  expectation  3  and  that  this  was  occasioned  partly  by  the 
hoarding  of  Silvep,  in  the  hope  that  it  would  be  raised,  and  partly 
by  fear  that  the  Gold  would  still  be  lowered.  In  order  to  remedy 
the  evil^  the  Commons,  as  soon  as  they  met,  resolved.  That  this 
House  will  not  alter  the  standard  of  the  Gold  and  Silver  Coins  of 
this  Kingdom  in  fineness,  weight,  and  denomination.  The  Lords 
came  to  the  same  resolution,  and  ordered  a  Bill  to  be  brought  in 
to  prevent  the  melting  down  of  Silver  Coin.  [Tindal's  Conti* 
nuation.  of  Rapines  Hist,  of  England,  vol.  IV.  part  S.  p.  554.] 
This  Bill,  if  it  were  ever  brought  in^  did  not  pass  into  an  Act. 
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House  of  Lords,  in  a  grand  Committee,  took  into 
consideration  the  state  of  the  Nation,  in  relation  to 
Gold  and  Silver  Coins.  The  Lord  Bingley  having 
represented  the  great  prejudice  that  trade  received 
from  the  scarcity  of  Silver,  said,  amongst  other 
things,  it  was  matter  of  wonder  a  remedy  had  not 
seasonably  been  applied  to  so  great  an  evil,  which 
visibly  had  been  growing  for  so  many  months  past 

Lord  Stanhope  answered  him,  that  the  scarcity  of 
Silver  was  owing  to  several  causes:  Ist.  The  in- 
creasing luxury  in  relation  to  Silver  Plate.  2d.  To 
the  vast  exports  of  Bullion  and  Plate  to  the  East 
Indies.  And  3d.  To  the  clandestine  trade  that  had 
lately  been  carried  on,  of  exporting  Silver  and  Gold 
to  and  from  Holland,  Germany,  and  other  parts. 
,  To  prove  these  particulars,  his  Lordship  produced 
several  papers,  and,  amongst  the  rest,  a  scheme  drawn 
up  by  Henry  Martin,  Esquire,  Inspector  General  of 
the  Exports  and  Imports  at  the  Custom  House; 
whereby  it  appeared  that  in  the  year  1 7 1 7,  the  East 
India  Company  had  exported  near  three  million 
ounces  of  Silver,  which  far  exceeding  the  Imports  of 
the  Bullion  in  that  year,  it  necessarily  followed  that 
vast  quantities  of  Silver  Specie  must  have  been 
melted  down,  both  to  make  up  the  export,  and  to 
supply  the  Silversmith. 

His  Lordship  added,  that  it  was  impossible  for 
those  in  the  Administration  to  remedy  this  evil, 
without  the  interposition  of  Parliament ;  and  as  for 
the  trade  of  exporting  Silver,  and  importing  Gold  in 
lieu  of  it,  which  increased  the  scarcity  of  the  first, 
the  most  effectual  method  to  prevent^  it  had  been 
already  used^  viz.  the  lowering  the  price  of  Gold, 
which  vtrould  not  have  failed  to  produce  in  great 
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measure  the  desired  efiact^  but  for  the  covetousness  of 
some,  and  the  maliciousQ^ss  of  others,  who  thought 
by  hoarding  up  Silver,  either  to  make  some  consi- 
derable gains,  or  to  distress  the  Government,  &c. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  scarcity  of  Silver  pro- 
ceeded from  the  three  causes  assigned  ;  but  it  may 
well  be  doubted  whether  it  could  turn  to  account 
to  hoard  up  the  Silver  to  make  a  gain  by  it,  for  whilst 
it  lay  dead,  more  would  soon  be  lost  by  in.terest  than 
could  be  gained  by  the  difference  in  price  ;  and  it  ia 
not  probable  that  any  individual  would  be  so  much 
his  own  enemy,  as  to  hoard  it,  at  a  certain  loss, 
merely  out  of  malice  to  distress  the  Government. 
Had  it  been  considered,  that,  after  reducing  the 
Guinea  to  twenty-one  Shillings,  England  still  gave 
1  SJiStSlb.  of  Silver  for  .1  lb.  of  Gold,  whereas  in 
Holland  and  France  the  proportion  of  Silver  to  Gold 
was  but  as  14^  to  1,  it  would  have  been  found  that 
the  sending  out  Silver  still  turned  to  account,  and 
therefore  no  wonder  it  was  exported  ^, 

1718.  In  this  year  was  coined  a  new  species  of 
Money,  called  a  Quarter  Guinea  ;  being  the  fourth 
part  of  a  Guinea  in  value,  and  bearing  the  same  im- 
pression °. 

m  Further  explanations  of  some  particular  subjects  contained 
in  the  Universal  Merchant.  By  N.  M.  [i.  e.  Nicholas  Magens,] 
page  11. 

n  Leake,  page  414.  See  Gold  Coins,  Plate  XVII.  No  17. 
These  pieces  were  coined  immediately  after  the  reduction  of  th,e 
Guinea,  and  therefore,  no  doubt^  were  intended  to  help  thereat 
scarcity  of  Silver  at  that  time  %  but  there  being  no  more  than 
210  lb.  weight  of  them  coined,  or  ^.3/,380,  and  the  first  time 
of  this  sort  of  Money's  being  minted,  they  were  mostly  laid  np 
as  soon  as  delivered,  and  by  that  means  the  design  frustrated. 
[Snclling's  Gold  Coin,  p.  32.  note  (».)] 
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On  the  5th  of  May  a  Proclamation  was  issued  by 
the  Lords  Justices  and  Council  of  Ireland^  wfaidi  re- 
cited the  Proclamation  of  the  goth  of  July  17 12  for 
regulating  the  rates  at  which  foreign  Coins  should 
be  current^  and  also  another  Proclamation,  dated 
July  24,  1714,  by  which  several  species  of  French 
Coins  were  ordei^d  to  be  current  in  that  Kingdom, 
and,  for  the  more  effectual  enforcing  of  the  provi^ 
sions  contained  in  them,  ordained,  that  no  Gold  or 
Silver  Money  should  be  paid  without  weighing  the 
same,  and  making  such  allowances  for  any  deficiency 
of  weight  as  in  the  said  Proclamations  wks  set  forth*. 

An  Irish  Statute  of  this  year,  also  made  perpetual 
a  former  Statute  of  the  8th  of  Anne,  chapter  45>  to 
prevent  the  counterfeiting  of  the  Coins  p. 

1719.  By  an  English  Act  of  this  year  the  old 
standard  of  Silver  Plate  was  restored,  that  part  of  the 
Statute  of  the  8th  and  gth  of  William  III.  which 
raised  it  from  eleven  ounces  two  pennyweights  fine, 
to  eleven  ounces  ten  pennyweights  fine,  being  re- 
pealed. This  was  to  take  place  from  and  after  the 
1st  day  of  June  1720  ;  after  which  day  no  Gold- 
smith could  be  compelled  to  make  Silver  Plate  of 
the  new  standard  of  eleven  ounces  ten  pennyweights 
fincj  nor  was  he  to  work  or  make  any  of  less  fine- 
ness than  eleven  ounces  two  pennyweights  fine.  At 
the  same  time  a  duty  of  Sixpence  per  ounce  was  im- 
posed on  all  Silver  Plate  which  should  be  imported 
into,  or  made  in.  Great  Britain  *i. 

1722.  In  his  9th  year  the  Act  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  Coinage  was  continued  for  seven  years 

o  Simon,  Appendix,  No  CIV. 

T  Irish  Statutes  4  Geo.  I.  chap.  9.  §  5. 

q  Statute  6  Geo.  I.  chap.  11. 
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from  the  let  of  March  1723,  with  the  same  provi- 
sions respecting  the  Coins,  as  were  contained  in  the 
Statute  of  the  year  1715,  for  that  purpose  ^ 

The  want  of  small  Money  in  Ireland  was  now 
grown  to  such  an  height,  that  considerable  manu- 
facturers were  obliged  to  pay  their  men  with  tallies 
or  tokens  in  cards,  signed  upon  the  back,  to  be  af- 
terwards exchanged  for  Money  ;  and  counterfeit 
Coins,  called  Raps,  were  in  common  use,  made  of 
such  bad  metal,  that  what  passed  for  a  Halfpenny 
was  not  worth  half  a  Farthing  »• 

In  order  to  supply  this  want  of  small  Money,  his 
Majesty  was  pleased  to  grant  a  patent  to  William 
Wood,  esq.  for  the  coining  and  uttering  Copper 
Halfpence  and  Farthings  in  that  Kingdom. 

This  privilege  was  for  the  term  of  fourteen  years, 
and  the  quantity  to  be  coined  was  limited  to  360 
tons ;  100  of  which  only  to  be  issued  within  one 
year,  and  twenty  tons  annually  for  the  remaining 
13  years ;  under  the  inspection  of  a  Comptroller  ap- 
pointed by  the  Crown,  to  inspect,  control,  and  assay 
the  Copper,  as  well  not  coined  as  coined.  The 
metal  to  be  fine  British  Copper,  cast  into  bars  or 
fillets,  which  when  heated  red  hot  would  spread  thin 
under  the  hammer.  Every  pound  weight  to  be 
coined  into  two  Shillings  and  Sixpence,  and,  without 
any  compulsion,  or  currency  enforced,  to  be  received 
by  such  only  as  wpuld  voluntarily  and  wilfully  ac- 
cept the  same.  A  rent  of  ^.8oo  per  annum  was 
reserved  to  the  King,  and  ^.200  to  be  paid  annu- 
ally^by  the  patentee  to  the  King's  Clerk  Comptroller  ^ 

I*  Statute  9  Geo.  I.  chap.  19. 

s  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Priyy  Council^  Whitehall^  July 
24,  1724.    Hibernian  Patriot,  page  44, 
t  Report,  pp.  27,  39. 
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Notwithstanding  these  restrictions,  this  measure 
WM  extremely  unpopular  in  Ireland,  and  the  preju- 
dices of  the  people  against  it  ivere  at  length  worked 
up  to  such  a  pitch,  by  artful  misrepresentations,  that 
the  patentee  was  compelled  to  abandon  the  greater 
part  of  the  advantage  to  which  he  was  entitled  by 
the  terms  of  his  patent^  and  soon  after  entirely  to 
resign  it. 

Dean  Swift,  who  was  then  just  beginning  to  attain 
popularity  in  Dublin,  from  the  publication  of  his 
proposal  for  the  universal  use  of  Irish  manu&ctures, 
attacked  the  patent  from  both  the  pulpit  and  the 
press. 

'  1724.  His  Sermon  (for  only  one  is  extant, 
though  he  is  supposed  to  have  delivered  two  on  the 
subject)  **  was  from  this  text,  As  we  have  therefore 
opportumty  let  tts  do  good  unto  all  men ;  and  its 
purport  was  to  show  the  great  want  of  public  spirit 
in  Ireland,  and  to  enforce  the  necessity  of  practising 
that  virtue.  So  long  as  he  confined  himself  to  a 
general  view  of  the  subject,  there  was  nothing  ob- 
jectionable in  the  discourse,  but  the  moment  he  al* 
luded  to  that  which  was  professedly  the  occasion  of 
his  address,  all  that  followed  was  qpmpounded  of 
mis-statement,  exaggeration,  and  falsehood. 

u  He  mentions  a  Sermon^  which  he  thought  it  his  dutj  to 
preach  to  the  people  under  his  inspection  on  the  subject  of  Vt^ood's 
Coin^  in  a  letter  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  Middleton,  dated  Oct. 
^6,  17^4.  In  /the  18th  volume  of  his  Works^  page  628^  is  tbe 
following  note  upon  this  Sermon,  which  is  printed  in  the  15th 
volume )  he  is  represented  as  having  jocularly  sald>  that  he/iever 
preached  but  twice  in  his  life>  and  then  they  were  not  Sermons^ 
but  Pamphlets.  Being  asked  upon  what  subject  ?  he  replied^ 
they  were  against  Wood's  Halfpence.    Pilkington>  vol.  1.  p.  56. 
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*'  I  cohfess,"  said  he,  *^  it  was  chiefly  the  consi-^ 
deration  of  that  great  danger  we  are  in,  which  en- 
gaged me  to  discourse  you  on  this  subject,  to  exhort 
you  to  a  love  of  your  country,  and  a  public  spirit, 
when  all  you  have  is  at  stake ;  to  prefer  the  interest 
of  your  Prince,  and  your  fellow  subjects,  before 
thatof  one  destructive  imposter,  and  a  few  of  his 
adherents. 

^^  Perhaps  it  may  be  thought,  by  some,  that  this 
way  of  discoursing  is  not  so  proper  from  the  pulpit; 
but  surely,  when  an  open  attempt  is  made,  and  ikr 
carried  on,  to  make  a  great  Kingdom  one  large  poor 
house,  to  deprive  us  of  all  means  to  exercise  hospi* 
tality  or  charity,  to  turn  our  cities  and  churches  into 
ruins,  to  make  this  Country  a  desart  for  wild  beasts 
and  robbers,  to  destroy  all  arts  and  sciences,  all 
trades  and  manufactures,  and  the  very  tillage  of  the 
ground,  only  to  enrich  one  obscure  ill-designing  pro- 
jector, and  his  followers  ;  it  is  time  for  the  pastor  to 
cry  out  that  the  wolf  is  getting  into  his  flock,  to 
warn  them  to  stand  tc^ether,  and  all  to  consult  the 
common  safety.  And  God  be  praised  for  his  infinite 
goodness  in  raising  such  a  spirit  of  union  among 
us,  at  least  in  this  point,  in  the  midst  of  all  our 
former  divisions  ;  which  union,  if  it  continue,  will, 
in  all  probability,  defeat  the  pernicious  design  of  this 
pestilent  enemy  to  the  Nation".  * 

Honest  men,  who  are  accustomed  to  make  knownr 
by  their  words  the  real  sentiments  of  their  minds^ 
will  scarcely  believe  me,  i^hen  I  assure  them  that 
this  dreadful  description,  when  stripped  of  its  exag* 
gerations,  meant  no  more  than  this^  ;that  Ireland 

X  Swift's  Works,  8vo.  vol  XV.  p.  289. 
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would  sustain  a  loss  of  something  more  than 
^.80,000  in  fourteen  years  (not  ^.6,000  each 
year)*  provided  Wobd  should  coin  the  whole  quan- 
tity allowed  by  his  patent,  according  to  the  lightest 
of  those  Halfpence  which  he  had  sent  over  into  Ire- 
land ;  and  they  will  probably  be  still  less  inclined 
to  credit  me  when  I  ass€|rt,  that  what  Swift  ottered 
so  seriously,  and  upon  so  solemn  an  occasion,  he 
himself  could  not  believe  y.  The  truth  seems  to  have 
been^  that,  in  this  Sermon,  and  in  his  Dr^piers  Let- 
ters, he  brought  to  the  test  of  experiment  an  impu- 
dent and  unprincipled  assertion  of  his^  that  were  he 
permitted  to  write  whatever  he  pleased,  he  would 
engage  to  write  down  any  Government  in  a  few 
months. 

That  the  loss  to  Ireland  would  not  have  exceeded 
what  I  have  stated  above,  will  appear  from  a  table 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Simon,  from  several  parcels  of  the 
Halfpence  which  at  different  times  were  sent  over  to 
Ireland  by  Mr.  Wood. 

y  Amongst  other  misrepresentations,  intended  to  cast  a  ridi- 
cule upon  Wood's  character.  Swift  calls  him  a  mean  ordinary 
mah,  a  hardware  dealer,  when*  in  fact,  it  appears  that  he  was  a 
great  proprietor  and  renter  of  iron  works  in  England,  had  a 
lease  of  all  the  mines  on  the  crown  lands  in  39  counties,  was  pro- 
prietor of  several  Copper  works,  and  carried  on,  to  a  very  consi- 
derable amount^  manufactures  for  the  differekit  preparations  of 
these  metals.  [Coxe's  Memoirs  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  vol.  I. 
page  216.]  ^  ^     ffr 
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These  Halfpence  are  by  him  divided  into  four 
classes^  according  to  their  respective  weights. 


The  first  sort  -  -  - 
The  second  sort  -  - 
The  third  sort  -  - 
The  fourth  sert  -  - 
The  mean  prpportion 


Weight.     Number  in  a  lb. 
Integer's.  Decimals, 


Current  vidue. 
d.    jd.   Decimals. 


190 
111 
103 
196 
107 


58 
63 
67 
79 
65 


98 

6 

96 

91 
11 


99 
31 
33 
9$ 
39 


0 
1 
1 
0 
I 


33 
6 
96 
91 
11* 


If  the  first  sort  had 

been  coined   - 
If  the  second  sort 
If  the  third  sort 
If  the  fourth  sort 
If  in  the  mean  pro- 
portion    -    - 
If  according  to  the 
Patent     -    - 

Quantity 
coined. 

Intrinsic 
value. 

Current  value. 

Loss  to  the  public. 

tons. 
360 

40,390 

£•          8,    J, 

37,994    8    0 
105,940  16    0 
114,179  16    0 
199,488  16    0 

109,384  16    0 

100,800    0    0 

£.        8.     d. 

57,674    8    0 
65,690  16    0 
73,859  16    0 
89,168  16    0 

69,064  16    0 

60,480    0    0 

Thus,  says  Mr.  Simon,  the  publick  would  have 
lost,  at  a  medium,  sixty-nine  thousand  and  sixty- 
four  Pounds  sixteen  ShilUngs ;  and  even  had  Mr. 
Wood  made  his  Halfpence  of  the  weight  limited  by 
the  patent,  yet  the  loss  to  Ireland  would  have 
amounted  to  sixty  thousand  four  hundred  and  eighty 
Pounds  '. . 

In  this  statement,  however,  it  is  observable,  that 
Simon  lias  omitted  to  specify  what  proportion  the 
lightest  Halfpence  bore  in  number  to*  those  which 
were  heavier,  and  also  that  he  has  not  given  the 
weight  which  was  required  by  the  patent.  Had  the 
latter  particular  been  stated,  it  would  have  appeared^ 
that  some  of  the  Coins  actually  exceeded  in  weight 
the  terms  of  the  patent ;  and  had  he  examined  the 
Report  of  the  Assay  of  these  Coins,  which  was  drawn 


'  Simon,  page  71. 
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up  by  Sir  Isaac  Newton^  &c.  he  would  have  learned 
that  although  the  Coins  were  unequally  sized,  yet 
one  piece  with  another  they  were  of  full  weight,  and 
better  Copper  Money  than  had  been  coined  for  Ire- 
land in  the  reigns  of  Charles.  II.  James  II.  and  Wil- 
liam and  Mary^ 

Of  these  facts  Swift  could  not  be  ignorant,  and 
therefore  it  is  impossible  he  could  believe  that  the 
circulation  of  such  Coins  could  be  prejudicial  to  the 
Kingdom.  Such,  however,  was  the  effect  produced 
by  his  harangue,  and  by  the  specious  reasoning  in 
his  first  Drapier's  Letter,  upon  the  passions  of  the 
Ignorant  of  all  ranks,  that  Addresses  against  this 
Money,  as  ruinous  to  Ireland,  were  presented  to 
the  King,  by  the  Lords  and  Commons  of  that 
Kingdom,  and  by  the  Lords  Justices  and  Council, 
and  Petitions  from  the  City  and  County  of  Dublin"*. 

The  Grand  Jury  of  the  County  of  the  City  of 
Dublin  being  actuated  by  the  same  spirit,  presented 
in  Michaelmas  Term  1724,  as  enemies  to  the  Go- 
vernment, all  such  persons  as  had  attempted,  of 
should  endeavour  ^  by  fraud  or  otherwise,  to  impose 
Wood's  HaUj^nce  upon    them,    contrary   to   his 

A  Report.    Hibernian  Patriot,  p.  245. 

^  Hibernian  Patriot,  p.  29.  '*  Every  numerous  assembly  is 
mob,  let  the  individuals  who  compose  it  be  what  they  will.  Mere 
reason  and  good  sense  are  never  to  be  talked  to  a  mob  5  their 
passions,  their  sentiments^  their  senses^  and  their  seeming  inte- 
rests^ are  alone  to  be  applied  to.*'  [Lord  Chesterfield's  Letters  to 
his  Son.]  On  this  principle  Swift  wrote,  and  his  writings  were, 
in  the  instance  before  us,  eminently  successful.  But  the  triumph 
attending  such  success  is  short-lived,  whilst  the  in&my  of  it  is 
eternal. 

c  Did  not  the  Grand  Jury  step  a  little  beyond  the  limits  of 
their  duty  when  they  presented  possible,  but  not  existing  ofiendens? 
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Majesty's  most  gracious  intentions^  who  had  been 
pleased  to  leave  his  loyal  subjects  at  liberty  to  take 
or  refuse  them.  They  stated,  as  a  reason  for  this 
presentment,  that  great  quantities  of  Wood's  Money 
had  been  brought  into  the  Port  of  Dublin,  and 
lodged  in  several  houses  in  th^t  City,  with  an  inten- 
tion to  make  them  pass  clandestinely  amongst  his 
Majesty's  subjects,  notwithstanding  the  Addresses, 
&c.  against  them  \ 

In  bis  Majesty's  Answer  to  the  Address  from  the 
House  of  Lords,  he  expressed  his  concern  that  his 
granting  the  Patent  for  coining  Halfpence  and  Far- 
things, agreeably  to  the  practice  of  his  Royal  Pre- 
decessors, had  given  so  much  uneasiness  to  that 
House ;  and  declared,  that  if  any  abuses  had  been 
committed  by  the  Patentee,  his  Majesty  would  give 
the  necessary  orders  for  inquiring  i  if  to  and  punish* 
ing  the  same,  and  would  do  every  thing  in  his  power 
for  the  satisfaction  of  his  people  ^. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  Addresses,  &t.  a 
Committee  of  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council  of 
England  was  appointed  to  investigate  the  matter, 
and  accordingly  a  Report  was  made  by  them  upon 
the  t4th  of  July. 

From  their  Report  it  appeared  that,  notwith- 
standing repeated  orders  from  his  Majesty,  no  papers 
nor  persons,  which  might  be  necessary  to  support 
the  objections  against  the  Patent  could  ever  be  ob* 
tained  from  Ireland;  but  that  all  evidence  was  writh- 
held,  upon  the  frivolous  pretence  of  apprehension  of 
the  ill  temper  any  miscarriage,  in  a  trial  upon  scire 

d  Presentment.    Swift's  Works,  vol.  X.  p.  162. 
e  Hibernian  Patriot^  p.  6. 
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facmsj  brought  against  the  Patentee^  might  oosu^ion 
to  both  Houses,  if  the  evidenee  were  not  laid  as  full 
before  a  Jury  as  it  was  before  them. 

.  That  from  trials  and  assays  of  Wood*s  Copper 
Money,  made  by  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  Mr.  Southwell, 
and  Mr.  Scrope,  it  appeared  that,  although  the  G)ins 
were  not  exactly  sized,  yet  that  taken  together  they 
exceeded  the  weight  required  by  the  Patent.  That 
the  Copper  was  of  the  same  goodness  and  value  with 
that  which  was  coined  for  England;  and  that  the 
Halfpence  and  Fardiings  coined  by  Mr.  Wood  ex- 
ceeded in  weight  and  fineness  those  which  had  been 
coined  for  Ireland  in  the  reigns  of  Charles  II.  James 
IL  and  William  and  Mary. 

That  the  charge  of  notorious  frauds  and  deceits 
committed  by  the  Patentee,  in  executing  the  powers 
granted  to  him;  had  never  been  proved,  although 
his  Majesty  had  required  evidence  t6  be  sent  from 
Ireland  for  that  purpose. 

That  the  terms  of  the  Patent,  which  his  Majesty 
had  granted  by  virtue  of  his  undoubted  prerogative, 
and  in  conformity  with  the  examples  of  his  Prede- 
cessors, were  more  advantageous  to  the  publick  than 
any  former  Patent  had  been ;  from  the  nature  of  the 
covenants  comprized  in  it,  which  required  the  Coins 
to  be  more  weighty,  and  of  better  metal,  limited  the 
quantity  to  be  issued,  and  likewise  restricted  the 
issuing  to  a  shorter  term  than  usual,  and,  more 
especially,  did  not  compel  any  person  to  ta^  the 
said  Money  against  his  will* 

That  the  charge  brought  against  Mr.  Wood,  that 
he  had  obtained  his  Patent  in  a  clandestine  and  un- 
precedented manner,  ind  by  gross  misrepresenta- 
tions of  the  state  of  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland  with 
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respect  to  the  great  want  of  small  change,  was  not 
true ;  for  upon  inquiring  into  these  facts  it  had  ap- 
peared, that  the  Petition  of  Mr.  Wood  for  obtaining 
that  Coinage  was  presented  to  his  Majesty  with  se- 
veral other  petitions  and  applications  for  the  same 
purpose,  from  sundry  persons  well  acquainted  with 
the  afiairs  of  Ireland,  all  of  whom  set  forth  the 
great  want  of  small  Money  in  all  the  common  and 
lower  parts  of  traflick  and  business  throughout  that 
kingdom ;  and  that  the  Petition  was  carried  through 
all  the  usual  forms  and  offices,  without  haste  or 
precipitation. 

That  upon  a  more  particular  inquiry  into  this 
chai^  of  misrepresentation,  the  want  of  small 
change,  in  Ireland,  was  still  further  proved  by  the 
testimony  of  several  witnesses,  produced  by  Mr. 
Wood ;  and  evidence  was  given,  that  several  consi- 
derable manufacturers  had  been  obliged  to  give  tal- 
lies or  tokens  in  cards  to  their  workmen,  for  want  of 
small  Money,  signed  upon  the  back,  to  be  after- 
wards exchanged  for  larger  Mon^y;  that  a  premium 
was  often  given  to-  obtain  small  Money  for  necessary 
occasions ;  and  several  letters,  from  Ireland  to  corre- 
spondents in  England  were  read,  complaining  of  the 
want  of  Copper  Aloney,  and  expressing  the '  great 
demand  there  was  for  this  Money;  and  that,  in 
consequence  of  the  necessity  for  small  change, 
counterfeit  Coins  of  base  metal,  called  Raps,  had 
obtained  a  currency,  though  what  passed  for  an 
Halfpenny  was  not  worth  half  a  Farthing. 

That  the  conduct  of  the  superior  Officers  of  his 
Majesty's  Revenue,  in  giving  orders  to  the  inferior 
Officers  not  to  receive  Mr.  Wood's  Money,  in  con- 
tradiction to  his  Majesty's  command  contained  in 

VOL.  III.  I  I 
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Mr.  Wood's  Patent,  if  they  acted  upon  their  own  au- 
thority, must  be  considered  as  a  very  extraordinary 
proceeding '. 

That  Mr.  Wood  having  voluatarity  pressed  to 
limit  his  Coinage  to  ^.40,000,  the  Committee  re- 
commended to  his  Majesty  to  accept  such  proposal, 
and  to  give  the  proper  orders  that  he  should  not 
poin,  import  into  Ireland,  utter  or  dispose  of  any 
more  Copper  Halfpence  and  Farthings,  than  to  the 
'amount  of  that  sum  ;  and  that  his  proposal  should 
be  transmitted  to  his  Majesty's  Chief  Governor,  &c. 
in  Ireland,  in  order  to  consider,  whether,  after  the 
reduction  of  360  tons  of  Copper,  being  in  value 
^.100,800,  to  14!^  tons  17  hundred  16  pounds, 
being  in  value  ^.40,000  only,  any  thing  could  be 
done  for  the  further  satisfaction  of  the  people  of 
Ireland  ^. 

Accordingly  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to  direct  in 
Council,  on  the  l8th  of  August,  that  the  Halfpence 
and  Farthings  already  coined  by  Mr.  Wood,  amount* 
ing  to  about  ^.17,000,  and  as  much  more  as  would 
make  up  the  sum  of  ^.40,000,  should  be  permitted 
to  be  current,  pursuant  to  the  terms  of  the  Patent^. 

But  these  concessions  were  of  no  avail ;  Swift  at- 
tacked the  Report  with  sophistries  tnd  mistatements, 
which  were  well  calculated  to  mislead  minds  already 
prejudiced  against  the  measure;  and  when  a  Procla- 
mation was  issued  offering  ^.300  reward  for  the 

^  It  is  probable  that  these  Officers  acted  in  consequence  of  or- 
ders^ or  at  least  intimations^  from  higher  powers^  as  the  Com- 
mons in  their  second  Address  petitioned  his  liajestj  to  give  di- 
rections to  the  OjBScers  of  his  Revenue  not  to  receive  or  utter>  on 
any  pretence  whatsoevar^  any  of  Wood's  Money.  [Hibemian  Pft* 
triot,  p.  44.3 

fS  Report.    Hibemian  Patriot,  p.  S9.   '     ^  Leake,  p.  418. 
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discovery  of  the  author  of  the  Drapier's  fourth  Let- 
ter/ and  a  bill  of  indictijient  was  preparing  against 
the  printer  of  it,  he  [Swift]  published  "  Seasonable 
Advice  to  the  Grand  Jury,"  in  which,  by  similar 
modes  of  arguing,  he  called  upon  them  'not  to  find 
the  bill.  A  copy  of  this  pamphlet  was  distributed, 
on  the  evening  before  the  trial,  to  every  person  on 
the  Grand  Jury;  and  thus,  by  the  very  means  which 
Swift  himself  had  so  strongly  reprobated  when  used 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Privy  Council,  namely,  by 
prejudging  the  case,  he  accomplished  his  purpose, 
and  the  bill  was  not  found.  From  this  time  he  was 
considered  as  the  Saviour  of  Ireland ' ;  and  Wood 
was  ridiculed  in  ballads,  executed  in  effigy,  and  at 
last  obliged  to  resign  his  Patent,  as  Mr.  Leake  ex- 
presses himself,  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  K  Afterwards,  as  an  indemnification 

i  When  a  reward  was  ofifered  for  the  discovery  of  the  Author 
of  the  Drapier*s  Fourth  Letter,  a  note  was  sent  to  Swift  with  the 
toWovnng  text  from  1  Samuel,  chap.  xiv.  ver.  45 :  ''  And  the 
people  said  unto  Saul,  shall  Jonathan  die,  who  hath  wrought 
this  great  salvation  in  Israel?  Gbd  forbid.  As  the  Lord  livethf 
there  shall  not  one  hair  of  his  head  &11  to  the  ground  3  for  he 
wrought  with  God  this  day.  So  the  people  rescued  Jonathan 
that  he  died  not.*'  It  was  said  to  be  written  by  a  Quaker. 
[Swift's  Works,  vol.  XV.  p.  251.] 

^  Historical  Account  of  English  Money,  p,  419.  It  is  proba- 
ble that  the  p]an  which  Swift  suggested  to  the  Nobility  and 
Gentry  of  Ireland,  of  drawing  up  a  declaration  that  they  would 
not  receive  any  of  Wood's  Money,  and  forbidding  their  tenants 
to  receive  it,  was  the  principal  cause  which  induced  Wood  to 
resign  his  Patent.  [See  the  second  and  third  of  the  Drapier*s 
Letters.]  Hie  Lord  Chancellor  Middleton  seems  to  have  been 
an  enemy  to  Wood*s  project.  [See  Swift's  Letter  addressed  to 
him,  which  is  usually  printed  as  the  sixth  of  the  Drapier's  Let- 
ters, although  it  is  signed  J.  S.]  In  an  Address  to  his  Lordship, 
whicli  is  prefixed  to  **  Some  Reasons  shewing  the  Necessity  the 
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for  the  loss  he  had  sustained,  he  received  pensions  to  ^ 
the  amount  of  ^.3,000  a  year  for  eight  years  K 

Thus  ended  this  memorable  contest,  which  seems 
to  have  originated  in  the  dissatisfaction  of  the  Irish 
on  their  not  being  allowed  a  Mint  in  their  own 
Country  **,  of  which  Swift  complains  in  many  parts 
of  his  writings,  but  more  particularly  in  the  19th 
number  of  the  Intelligencer,  where  he  says,  "  I  can 
see  no  reasons  why  we  alone  of  all  nations  are  thus 
restrained,  but  such  as  I  dare  not  mention;  only 
thus  far  I  may  venture,  that  Ireland  is  the  first  im- 
perial Kingdom  since  Nimrod  which, ever  wanted 
power  to  coin  their  own  Money.''  ^ 

About  the  time  that  Wood's  Patent  was  granted 
for  Money  to  be  current  in  Ireland,  a  new  species  of 
Coins  was  struck  for  the  use  of  the  British  Colonies 
in  America.  They  were  made  of  a  mixed  metal 
resembling  Brass,  and  were  of  three  sizes  ;  one 
nearly  as  broad  as  an  Half-Crown,  another  about 
the  size  of  an  English  Halfpenny,  and  a  third  about 
the  size  of  a  Farthing ;  all  bearing  the  same  stamp, 
viz.  on  the  Obverse  his  Majesty's  head,  like  the 
Guinea.     The  largest  piece  had  this  legend,  geor- 

GIUS  D.  G.  MAG.  BRI.  FRA.  £T  HIB.  REXj    the  smaller 

pieces  had  the  inscription  abridged  to  georgius  dei 

People  of  Ireland  are  under  for  coBtinuing  to  refuse  Mr.  Wood's 
Coinage,**  he  is  complimented  as  having  found  out  the  secret  of 
making  the  Patriot  and  Minister  agree  in  the  same  person.  [Hi- 
bernian Patriot,  p.  199.] 

i  Code's  Memoirs  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  vol.  I.  p.  217. 

m  They  repeatedly  petitioned  for  a  Mint  during  the  reign  of 
Charles  I.  and  the  Protectorate  of  Cromwell,  but  without  effect. 

n  Swift's  Works,  8vo,  voL  XL  p.  33.  This  number  of  the 
Intelli^ncer  was  published  ^  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of 
George  IL 


GRATIA  REX,  All  of  them  had  on  the  Reverse  a 
large  double  rose^  with  rqsa  americana  1722  and 
UTILE  DULCi.  Others,  with  the  date  1793 V had. the 
rose  crowned  ®. 

The  Author  of  *^ A  Defence  of  the  Conduct  of  the 
People  of  Ireland  in  their  unanimous  Refusal  of 
Mr.  Wood's  Copper  Money,"  says  that  this  also  was 
a  project  of  Wood's ;  who,  according  to  him,  "  ob- 
tained a  Patent  for  coining  small  Money  for  the 
English  Plantations^  iix  pursuance  df  which,  he  had 
the  conscience  to  make  thirteen  Shillings  out  of  a 
pound  of  Brass.  This  Money  was  rejected  in  a  ^ 
manner  not  so  decent  as  .that  of  Irels^hd ;  but  Wood 
has  never  called  it  popular  fury,  and  we  hepr  no- 
thing of  the  Patent  itself."  p 

1725.    On  the  22d  of  January  the  new  Gold 
Coins  of  Portugal  were  made  current  in  Ireland  by 

o  Leake/ p.  419.    See  Supplement^  Part  II. 

P  Page  37.  Snelling  says,  **  We  have  also  been  informed  that 
Kingsmill  Eyres,  Esq.  Mr.  Maniland,  a  hardwareman  in  Cornhill, 
and  several  others,  were  concerned  in  the  scheme;  the  last* 
mentioned  person  had  great  quantities  of  them  in  his  cellar, 
was  ruined  by  itj,  and  died  housekeeper  at  Gr,esham  College; 
the  dies  were  engraved  by  Mr.  Lammas,  Mr.  Standbroke,  and 
Mr.  Harold,  some  of  which  were  in  thp  possession  of  Mr.  Win- 
thorpe,  who  went  to  New  York,  his"  father  lies  buried  at  Beck- 
ingham.  They  were  struck  at  the  French  Change,  in  Hog- 
Lane,  Seven  Diab,  by  an  engine  that  raised,  and  let  fsdl.  an 
heavy  weight  upon  them  when  made  hot,  which  is  the  most 
expeditious  way  of  striking  Bath  Metal,  of  which  they  were 
made."  [Snelling's  View  of  the  Coins  struck  for  the  West  India 
Colonies,  p.  39.]  It  appears  that,  at  some  time  in  this  reign,  a 
Rupee  was  struck  at  Bombs^y,  but  the  date  of  the  tranisaction  is 
not  known,  as  the  Coin  is  without  date,  and  I  have  not  been  able 
to  meet  with  any  Record  that  mentions  it.  See  a  representation 
of  it  in  Suppl.  Part  11.  Plate  VI.  No  114. 
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a  Proclamation  from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
Council^  and  were  commanded  to  be  accepted  in  all 
payments  and  receipts  at  the  following  rates : 

Gold. 

Weight.  Value, 

dwt.  gr.      £,    s.      d. 

The  new  Gold  Coin  of  Portugal  1 8  9  —  4  0  O 
The  Half  Ditto  ..--.95  —  200 
The  Quarter  Ditto  ----415  —  lOO 
The  Half  Quarter  Ditto  -  -  2  8  —  010  O 
The  Sixteenth  Ditto  ----13  —  050 

With  the  allowance  of  two  Pence  for  every 
gram  which  should  be  wanting  of  these  respective 
weights  ^. 

1727.  His  Majesty  died  at  Osnaburgh  on  the 
11th  of  June;  but  the  news  not  reaching  England 
before  the  afternoon  of  the  14th  of  that  inonlh^ 
his  successor  was  not  proclaimed  until  the  next 
day. 

The  style  was  so  materially  altered  upon  his  Coins 
that  1  shall  give  it  at  length.  On  the  Guineas  which 
were  struck  in  his  first  year  it  was  g£ORGIUS  d.  g. 

M.    BR.   FR.  EX.  HIB.  REX.  F.  D.  BRUN.  EX.  LUN.  DUX. 

8.  R.  I.  A.  XH.  EX.  PR.  EL.  1714.  That  is^  Georgius, 
Dei  Gratia,  Magnae  Britanniae,  Francise  et  Hibemiae 
Rex,  Fidei  Defensor ;  Brunswic:  et  Luneburgen: 
Du:^;  Sacri  Romani  Imperii  Archi-Thesaurarius,  et 
Princeps  Elector.  The  letters  p.  r.  do  not  appear 
upon  his  Silver  Coins  of  that  date,  nor  were  they 
continued  upon  the  Gold  which  was  afterwards 
coined '. 

q  Simon*s  Irbh  Coins,  Appendix,  No  CVI. 
r  The  style,  however,  upon  bis  Great  Seal  was  always  the  same 
as  that  upon  the  first  Guineas.     [Sandford.] 
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The  fourth  shield  on  the  Reverse  is  charged  with 
the  arms  of  the  Electoral  Dominions. 

Specimens  of  the  German  Coins  are  given  in  the 
Plates  of  the  second  Supplement. 

The  Mints  used  were  that  in  the  Tower  of  Lon- 
don, and  those  in  the  German  Dominions. 


THE  END  OF  THE  THIRD  VOLUME. 
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